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BASIC COURSE

PREFACE

The Twi Basic Course is one of a series prepared by the Foreign Service Insti-
tute in its Special African Languages Program, coordinated by Earl W. Stevick., This
series is being produced under an agreement with the Office of Education, Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare, under the National Defense Education Act.

The course in its present form is based on classroom experience with a group
of Foreign Service Officers. It is designed to provide basic structures and vocabulary
for the situations in which the foreigner is most likely to need Twi.

The linguist in charge of the project has been James E. Redden. He was as-
sisted by Nelson Owusu, Siegfried Ayatey, Jude Aidoo, Anthony Aidoo, and Robert K.
Nti, Language Instructors.

The tapes which accompany the text were prepared in the Foreign Service In-
stitute Language Laboratory under the supervision of Gabriel Cordova.

A ey

Howard E. Sollenberger, Dean
School of Language and Area Studies
Foreign Service Institute
Department of State
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Introduction

Twi 18 spoken in the southern two-thirds of Ghana, mainly
between the Volta and Tano Rivers, but in the last few centuries
1t has spread over a larger area, especially to the west, so that
there are now a large number of speakers in contiguous areas.
There are about three million native speakers of Twi, plus about
one million more persons who regularly use the language. All
dialects of Twi are mutually intellegible; but at conversational
speed and on some subjects, speakers from distant areas may have
difficulty understanding one another.

The first grammar of Twi was published in Copenhagen in 176l.
Missionaries began to publish in Twi in the second quarter of the
nineteenth century. Akuapim Twi, spoken in the south-east was the
first dialect used for Bible translation and other literature.
Because of this, Akuapim Twi became the prestige dialect and is
sti1ll regarded by many people as the 'real! or !'pure! Twi. Fanti
Twi, spoken in the south-central area, 1s rather different from
the other dialects and also has a fairly extensive literature.
This manual uses Ashanti Twi, spoken in the central area and by
far the largest dialect. The speaker on whose Speech the materials
are based 18 from the eastern part of the Ashanti area, and some
differences will be noted between the speech of Kumasi, regarded
as the standard, and the form used herein. An effort has been
made i1n the footnotes to i1ndicate such differences.

There 18 also the tendency to use the name of the local
dialect as a name of the language, e.g., Ashanti instead of
Ashanti Twi. Often Akuapim Twi and Twi are used interchangeably,

a practice which speakers of other forms of Twi don't always
appreciate. Because of this, an attempt is being made to substi-
tute the name Akan for Twi. Akan 1s an ethnographic term referring
to all the peoples of the area and consequently 1s not felt to
favor any one group or form of the language above the others.

ix
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The Bureau of Ghana Languages has developed a common script
for all the Twi dialects. The transcription system used in thas
manual 1s the standard orthography plus a number of diacritic
markings to indicate tone, which 1s not usually wraitten, and to
make 1t clear how a word or segment 1s pronounced in cases where
the student may have difficulty in interpreting the orthography.
Some words have been respelled; but to indicate this, the mark ©
1s placed before a respelled word the first time 1t occurs, and
the regular spelling 18 given 1n a footnote. English words, which
are very commonly used even when speaking about everyday affairs,
have been respelled as they are pronounced in Twi unless the word
1s one where an attempt would be made to pronounce 1t in the
English fashion, e.g. /university/, but /s{réq/, tshilling'.

Twi, like almost all the languages spoken south of the Sahara,
1s a tone language. Bach syllable has i1ts own tone or pitch.
It 18 just as important to get the correct tones as 1t 1s to get
the correct vowels and consonants. There are many words that are
distinguished only by their tones, e.g., /papa/ 'a palm-leaf fan'
(with two low tones), /papa/, 'good! (with two high tones), and
/papa/, father' (with a low followed by a high tone).

Twi has three contrastive or phonemic tones: high [/ /

mid /:/

low /Y/
Like many West African tone systems, Twi tones are terraced, 1i.e.,
mid tone 1s always a downstep in absolute pitch from the preceding
syllable, and there 1s no upstep in the sequence mid to high, but
the pitch remains approximately the same. After a low tone there
are two possibilities: (1) remain on approximately the same pitch,
which 1s interpreted as low, and (2) step up to a higher level,
which 1s interpreted as high., After a juncture, 1.e., a pause,
there are also only two possibilities: (1) high, or (2) low.
After a high or a mid tone, there are three possibilities (1)

remain on approximately the same pitch, whach 1s interpreted as
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high; (2) step down slightly, which 1s interpreted as mid, and
(3) step down a greater amount, which 1is interpreted as low.

After reaching the most prominent syllable of the sentence,
usually the first high tone, the pitch level of the whole sentence
gradually steps down so that a high near the end of the sentence
may be lower than a low near the beginning of the sentence. A
prominent syllable 1s usually stressed, i.e., louder than sur-
rounding syllables

That 1s to say, on any one syllable 1n any one position in
the sentence, there are at the most only three possible tones:
high, mid, and low; but the absolute pitch of the syllable 1is
limited or determined by a number of factors. The first tone in
an utterance is more or less determined by the natural pitch
level of the speaker's voice, and somewhat by his emotions. (See
Unit 5 note 12 for explanation of statement and question intona-
tion.)

Perhaps diagrams will make this clearer.

TONE TERRACING

H——> H

xi
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SENTENCE INTONATION

\ /N

The above diagrams 1llustrate the pitch level of a sentence
being gradually lowered by either tone terracing or sentence in-
tondation; but 1n a real sentences both of these factors operate
simulteneously.

A single low between two highs 1s higher in pitch than are
two or more lows between highs. In addition, the second high of
the high-~-low-high 18 lower than that of the high-low-low-high
sequence. Because of this, the sequences high-low-high and high-
mid~-high are easily confused by the new student. Using the first
two diagrams as source, compare the diagrams below.

xii
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The system for marking tones used in this manual does not
mark every syllable. Unmarked initial syllables and unmarked
syllables after a low tone are low. Unmarked syllables after a
high or mid tone are high. Word boundaries are indicated by
spaces between words, and the tone marking system begins anew
after each space.

In the five column chart given below, column I gives the
symbols used in this manual, column II gives those used by the
ordinary orthography, column ITI gives the phonemes, column IV
gives the phonetic symbols, and column V 1s an approximation of
the sound using American English and French sounds for comparison.

I II ITT iv \'
Symbol Orthography Phoneme Phonetics Approximation
P P /p/ [pP] pin

t t /t/ [th, t¢1*  tin

k k /x/ (1] come

ky ky % (gt chin

b b /v/ [v] be

d d /3/ [q] 1 do

g g /8/ (g] g0

8y gy /8/ [y) gem

f f /t/ [f] fee

s s /s/ [s] see

h /h/ [h] hoe

hy hy /h/ [g] 1. whispered he
m m /m/ [m] me

n n /n/ [n] no

n n /n/ [n] sing

ng ng /nn/ [ng]) double y

fi n /n/ [l ye pronounced

through the
nose
fiy ng /n/ [l 1. n

xiii
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-~ s

nny

ny
ng

dw

gu
hw

nw
nw

nu

/an/
/rn/
/n/
/r/
/w/
/w/
/x"/

/g"/
/e/

/e"/r, /eu/
/n"/

/rwi/
/nn"/
/n"'t/

/nh/

/1/ 3-

/v/ 3.

/1/

/1/, [e/*
/e/

/¢/

/oo/, [a/t
/a/

xiv

double n
double n

J1

tree, ladder
want

French lui

simultaneous
-
chew and w

simultaneous
Jump and w

simultaneous
Jump and w

Cf. dw

simul taneous
¢ and when

y plus rounded 3
J plus rounded p

rounded n plus
nasalized 1

1 plus pn without
volce hum

hello
avenue
beatd
bit

bg&ts
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o o /o/ [0] bought

o o /o/ [07] b_qgt5

9 0 Jol s Jo/M ("] book

u u /u/ [u™] b_qgt5

T 1,16' /1/ [£~] nasalized 1

1 e,éu' /%/ [£7] nasalized I

g e,gu' /& [&°] nasalized €

& a,& /B / [ee "] nasalized @&

g a,q& /&/ [&] nasalized a

5 o,5u‘ /3/ [5] nasalized o

o} o,du' /a/ [t*] nasalized u

1V u,d /a/ (4] nasalized u

. . /#/ step down in pitch on pre-
ceeding syllable and pause

, , /1/ pause and/or step down in
pitch on the following
syllable

? ? /\/ elevation of the whole sen-

tence level and a steep,
abrupt fall on preceding
syllable.

' ' /X/ preceding syllable at least
tripled in length

A number of special symbols are also used as explained below.

() Enclosed Twi elements usually elided at conversation
speed.

(t+ 1) Literal English translation of the Twi.

XV
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/ / In the chart above, this symbol, means Twi phonemics;
elsewhere, when enclosing Twi, 1t means the symbolization used
in this grammar. When enclosing English, 1t means words not
occurring i1n the Twi, but needed for clarity or accuracy of trans-

lation in English.

/ J Standard Twi orthography. Spaces between words to mark
word boundaries are the same as those used in the orthography

except as given in the footnotes.

NOTES

1. In general, before front vowels all consonants are to a
greater or lesser degree palatalized and stops affricated, but
the exact distribution of allophones, especially of /n/, 1is

quite complex.

2. In Ashanti /gu/ when followed by a vowel 1s pronounced like
/dw/; but in Akuapim and some other dialects, 1t 1is still pro-
nounced /gu/.

3. /1/ and /v/ are used in recent loan-words only.

. In most dialects there 1s little or no contrast of /e/ versus
/e/, /o/ versus /o/, /a/ versus /a/, /&/ versus /%t/, and /5/

versus /5/.

5. There 1s no y- or w- offglide with Twi vowels 1in contrast to

English vowels which sound somewhat the same.

6. Nasalized vowels are regularly indicated in the transcription.
The ordinary orthography does not usually mark nasalized vowels.

Where there 1s ambiguity, the nasalized vowel 1s sometimes marked.
In the transcription, only the first vowel of a cluster of nasal-

1zed vowels 1s marked with /~/.

XVi1i



BASIC COURSE UNIT 1

Unat I

Unit I consists of forty-eight drills of pairs of words
that are distinguished by tone or consonant and vowel differ-
ences that often cause difficulty for speakers of English.

On the tapes at the beginning of each drill, the two words
are translated, identified as to how they differ, and ssid
twice. BFBach drill 1s divided into two parts. In the first
part, ten pairs of words are given. The student 1s to listen
to the pairs and to tell whether the two words are same or
different. Space 1s left on the tapes so that the student
w1ll have time to answer before the correct answer 1s given
for verification. In the second part, ten single words are
given. The student 13 to i1dentify each word by i1ts distinc-

tive difference as explained at the beginning of each drill.

Again space 18 left on the tape for the student to answer

before verification 1s given.
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Dr1ll 1 - tones Drill 2 - vowel length

he opens, low low high, obaa a child, short, oba

a woman, low high haigh, obaa a woman, long, obaa

1. obaa 1hh 1. oba s

2. obaa 1lh 2. obaa 1

3. obaa 1hh 3. obaa 1

L. obaa 11h L. obaa 1

5. obasa 1lh 5. oba S

6. obaa 1hh 6 obaa 1

7. obaa lhh T oba. s

8. obaa 1lhh 8. obaa 1

9. obas 11h 9. oba s

10. obaa 11h 10. oba s
Drill 3 - tones Drill I - tones
entirely, hhh, kéraa brother-in-law, 11llh, akénta
small calabash, 1llh, quaé arithmetic, 1lhmlh akéntaa
1.  kdraa hhh 1.  akénta 111h
2.  koraa 11lh 2.  akbntas 1hmlh
3.  kjraa hhh 3.  ak®nta 111h
LB koras 11h l. akénta 111h
5.  koraa hhh 5.  akéntas lhmlh
6.  Xdraa hhh 6.  akéntaa 1hmlh
7.  koraa 11lh 7.  akdnta 111h
8.  koraa 1lh 8.  akénta 111h
9.  koraa hhh 9.  akéntaa 1hmlh
10.  koraa 11h 10.  akénta 111h



BASIC COURSE UNIT 1

Drill 5 - tones Dri1ll 6 - tones
good, high high, pépa a fan, low low, papa
father, low high, papé good, high high, pépa

1. pépa hh 1. papa 11
2. papé 1lh 2. pépa hh
3. papa 1h 3. papa hh
L. papa hh L. papa 11
5. papa 1lh 5. papa hh
6. papa hh 6. papa 11
T papé 1h T. papa 11
8. papa hh 8. papa hh
9. papé 1h 9. papa 11
10. papa hh 10. papa hh
Drill 7 - tones Dri1ll 8 - vowel length

a fan, low low, papa a fan, short, papa
father, low high, papé to pat, long, paapaa

1. papa 11 1. papa s
2. papé 1h 2. paapaa 1l
3. papé 1h 3. paapasa 1
l. papa 11 L. papa s
5. papa 1h 5. paapas 1
6. papa 1h 6. papa s
T. papa 11 ' papa s
8. papa 11 8. paapaa 1l
9. papa 1h 9. papa 8
10. papa 11 10. paapaa 1
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Drill 9 - tones and length Drill 10 - tones

male twin, low high, ata to speak, low low, kasa

female twin, low low high, atad a language, high maid, kasa

1. atd 1h 1. Ké sa hm
2. atad 11h 2. kasa 11
3. ats 1h 3. kasa hm
L. atad 11h L. kasa hm
5. atad 11h 5. kasa 11
6. ata 1h 6. kasa hm
7. atd 1h 7. Kké sa hm
8. ataa 1lh 8. kasa 11
9. ata 1h 9. kasa hm
10. atad 11h 10. ki sa hm
Drill 11 - tones Drill 12 - tones
1t 1s dafferent, 111, esono to hold, seize, low low, fug
elephant, lhh, esénq single, one, low high, fué
1. £50NQ 1hh 1. fug 11
2. es0NQ 111 2. fug 1h
3. esonQ 1hh 3. fug 1h
L. £s0NQ 111 L. fug 11
S. e.séno 1hh 5. fug 11
6. esénq 1lhh 6. fué 1h
7. £s0nQ 111 7. fug 11
8. £80N0 111 8. fué 1h
9. eséno 1hh 9. fué ih
10. esono 111 10. fug 1h
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UNIT 1

Dri1l1l 13 - tones

white, high high high, fafuo

fufu, low high high, fufio

1.

O oo ~N o~ Ul F owon

[a]
(@]

fafuo
fafuo
fufio
fafuo
fufio
fufio
fafuo
fufio
fufio
fUfuo

hhh
hhh
1bh
hhh
1hh
1lhh
hhh
1hh
1hh
hhh

Drill 15 - vowel length

something, long, hwee
to beat, short, hwé

1.

hwé
hw¢
hweg
hwé
hwgg
hweg
b
hweg
hwé
hwe

Drill 1l - tones

to tell a lie, low high, bqé

to help, low low, bqa

1.

Drill 16 - nasal vowel

to take, oral, fa

boa
bga
bqé
bga
bqa
bqa,
bga
bea
bqa
bqa

11
11
1h
11
1h
1h
11
1h
1h
11

to be hoarse, nasal, 4

1.

O oo N o~ V& oW

]
o

fa
fa
ra
fa
fa
by
fa
fa
fa
e

o

(o]
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Drall 17 - nasal vowel Drill 18 - vowel length
hand, oral, nsa to be hoarse, short, f&
palm wine, nasal, ns& tottering, long, féa
1. nsa o 1. ra s
2. ns& n 2. fda 1
3. nsé n 3. fda 1
L. nsa o) L. & s
5. nsé& n 5. e s
6 nsa o 6. f&a 1
7. nsa o 7. fa ]
8 ns& n 8. f&a 1
9. nsa o 9. e s
10. nséa o 10. £a s
Drill 19 - nasal vowel Drill 20 - vowel before /r/
to dip, oral, sa to mix, e, féré
to lie along, nasal, sé& to put on native dress, u, fura
1. sa o 1. féré e
2. sa o 2. féré e
3. sé n 3. fura u
L. sa o L. féré e
5. s& n 5. fura u
6. s& n 6. fura u
7. sa o 7. féré e
8. s& n 8. fura u
9. s& n 9. féré e
10. sa o 10. fura u
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UNIT 1

Drill 21 - tones

to thatch, low low, kuru
a sore, high high, kuru

1. kuru 11
2. kuru 11
3. Karu hh
L. kuru 11
5. laru hh
6. xuru hh
7. kuru 11
8. kuru hh
9. kuru hh
10. kuru 11

Drill 23 - tones

co-wife, high low, kéré
to hide, low low, kora

1. kqra. hl
2. kora nl
3. kora 11
L. kqre. hl
5. kora 11
6. kQra 11
7. kqra hl
8. kqra 11
9. kqQra 11
10. kqra hl

Drill 22 -~ vowel before /r/

d -
to leave, e, kera

to grasp, u, kura

1.

Drill 2l - tones

soul, high mid, kéré

-0

-0

e -0 -0

-

to leave, high low, kéré

1.

4 ]
qua

' d
kera

hm
hl

B §

P § B E E
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Drill 25 - fraicatives Drill 26 - palatal affricates
like, as, s, se¢ (alveolar) to cut up, voiced, dwa
insert, hy, hye (palatal) to cut, voiceless, twg

1. S€ s 1. dwg vd
2. s€ 8 2. twg vl
3. hye hy 3. twg vl
Iy hye hy L. dwg vd
5. S€E s 5. twg vl
6. hye hy 6. dwg vd
7. se s Te dwg vd
8. hye hy 8. twg vl
9. hye hy 9. dwg vd
10. se 8 10. dwg vd
Drill 27 - vowel before /r/ Draill 28 - fi after nasal vowel
to tie up, bind, ¢, dwegre to lie along, without fi, s4
to crush, mash, e, dwerg to return, with 1, séﬁ

1. dwere = 1. s& ¥

2. dwere S 2. séﬁ \gal
3. dwere > 3. s \4

L. dwerg € L. séﬁ \igal
5. dwere 9 5. s \d

6. dwerg € 6. sé 4

7. dwere e 7. séﬁ i

8 dwerg € 8. s§tt il
9. dwerg € 9. s& v
10. dwere e 10. s& \d
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UNIT 1

Drill 29 -

a snake, low high, owd

he has, low low, owo

1.
2.
3.
L.
5.
6.
7,
8.
9.
10.

Drill 31 =~

that I may
I wouldn't

o N F wonp

tones

,
OWO
OWO
OWO

,
OWO

,
OWO
OWO

,
OWO
OWO
OWO

,
OWO

tones

buy, hhh, ménto
buy, hlh, ménts

ménto
ménts
ménto
méntd
méntsd
méntd
mé&nto
ménto

s, ®
mento

YA N4
ménto

1h
11
11
1h
1h
11
1h
11
11
lh

hhh
hlh

hlh
hlh
hlh

hlh
hlh

Drill 30 - tones

I don't buy, 11h, mént3

I wouldn't buy, hlh, ménts

1.
2.
3.
k.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
0

1

Drill 32 - tones

1.

~ I d
ménto
I d
ménto

T A
mento

ménto
ménts
méntd
ménto
ménto
méntd
méntd
ménto
méntd

2
ménto

11lh
11ih
hlh
1lh
hlh
hlh
11h
hlh
1lh
11k

that I may buy, hhh, ménto
I don't buy, 1lh, méntd

hhh
1lh
11h

11lh
11h

11h
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Drill 33 - statement and question Drill 3l - tones

that I may buy, statement, ménto. a girl, lhhh, abaawa

Should I buy, question, ménto? a servant girl, 111h, abaawa
1. ménto? a 1. abaawa 111h
2. ménto 8 2. abaawa 111h
3. ménto s 3. abdawa lhhh
L. mé&nto? a L. abaawa 1lhhh
5. ménto s 5. abaawa 1hhh
6. ménto? q 6. abaawa 111h
T ménto s Te abaawa lhhh
8. ménto 8 8. abaawa 111h
9. ménto? q 9. abaawa 1lhhh

10. ménto? qQ 10. abaawa 111h

Drill 35 - tones and length Drill 36 - tones

mouse, 1llh, qkuré already, 111, dedaw

village, 111h, akuraa an old thing, hll, dédaw
1. gkura 11h 1. dedgw 111
2. akuras 11lh 2. dedgw 111
3. qkuré 1ih 3. dedgw 111
L. gkura 11h L. dédaw hll
5. qkuraé 111h 5. dedaw 111
6. akurad 111h 6. dédaw hll
7. glurs 11h 7. dédaw hll
8. akuras 111h 8. dedgw hll
9. gkuras 111h 9. dedaw 111
10. akura 11h 10. dedgw hll

10
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UNIT

Draill 37 - tones

an agreement, 1lh, mmém
rather, hlh, mm3m

1.
2.
3.
L.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Drill 39 - nasals

palm oil, velar, ng, qgé

mm&m
mmSm
mmdm
mm&m
mmém
mm&m

r' d
mmdm

" rmdm

I 4
mmdém

I d
mmém

1lh
hlh
1lh
hlh
hlh
1lh

1lh

1lh
1lh

1t, alveolar, en, ené

O o™ =N O yl = w M

 —
o
L]

ngb
neb
ené
ngb
end
ené
ngb
ené
ngé

end

Drill 38 - tones

a bear, high high, sisi

to cheat, low low,

1.
2.
3.
I
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

ld
8181
’
S1s81
8181
’
S181
S1381
,
sS1is8s1
8181
S181
’
S181

,
S181

hh
hh
11
hh
11
hh
11
11
hh
hh

S181

Drill 4O - nasal length

to blow a mysical instrument,
short, hycn

bright, long, hyenn

1.
2.
3.
.
5.
6.
Te
8.
9.

10.
11

hyéﬁ
hyéﬁ
hyenn
hyenn
hygﬁ
hyenn
hygﬁ
hy engy
hyenn

hyéﬁ

S

s

1
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Drill L1 - tones Drill 42 - tones
to dedicate, low low, mémi car, high low, kaa
forrid, high high, méma ring, low high kasa
1. mém& 11 1. kaa 1h
2. mém& 11 2. kaa hl
3. mém& hh 3. kad 1h
L. néma hh L. kaa hl
5. méms 11 5. kaa hl
6. mém& hh 6. kad 1h
7. mémg hh 7. kad 1h
8. mSm& 11 8. kaa hl
9. mém& hh 9. kaa 1h
10. mém& 11 10. kag hl
Drill 43 - nasal and oral Drall L)y - tones
vowels
don't wave, nasal, ﬁﬁy@m wave, high, ﬁyém
don't graind, oral, ﬁyém don't wave, low hlgh,‘ﬁﬁyém
1. ﬁﬁy%m n 1. ﬁyém h
2. ﬁﬁyém n 2. ﬁﬁyém 1h
3. ﬁyém o 3. ﬁy@m h
L. ﬁﬁy#m n L. ﬁyém
5. fiyam o 5. ﬁﬁyém 1h
6. fiyam o 6. ﬁﬁyém 1h
7. ﬁﬁyém n Te ﬁyém h
8. Ayam o 8. ﬁﬁy@m 1h
9. ﬁﬁyém n 9. ﬂﬁyém 1h
10. fiyam 0 10. fy&m h

12
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UNIT 1

Drill 45 - tones

he has gone, 1h, wakd

you have gone, hh, wako

1.
2.
3.
by
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
0

1

Drill L7 - tones
Accra, 1111, Nkerffl

r'd
wako
' d
wako
r'd
wako

rd
wako
Y J
wako
4
wako
r
wako
I d
wako
»
wako

'd
wako

hh
hh
hh
1h
1h

5 B B

black ant, lhhh, nkerdf

1.
2.
3.
.
5.
6.
7
8.
9.

10.

Nkerdn
qkérﬁﬁ
Nkerdf
qkér&ﬁ
qkérﬁﬁ
Nkerffi
qkér§ﬁ
nker&f
Nkerail

' L
qurgn

1111
lhhh
1111
l1hhh
1hhh
1111
lhhh
1hhh
1111
1hhh

Drill 46 - tones

he didn't come, 1llh, wanma.

you didn't come, hlh, wamme

1.

9.
10.

Drill 48 - tones

,
wamma,
s
wanmma
[
wamma
,
wamma
s 2
wamma
’
wanmma

[ »

wamma
s »
wamma
’
wamma

,
wamma

11h
hih
11h
11lh
hlh
11h
hlh
hlh
11h
11h

2
here I am, hhh, mInni

I don't have, 1lh, mInni

1.
2,

13

rd
minni

1lh
11h
hhh
hhh
11h
1lh

1lh



UNIT 2 TWI

Unit 2

Basic Dialogue

-A-
ma to give, present; cause
let; for, on behalf of
akyé a becoming clear or visible,
a coming-forth
1 °M& akyd Good morning. (!'/1I/ bad /you/
dawning. ')
-B-
yaa a response tc greetings
oﬁ"é (ﬁﬁq) (pl. a-n®m) brother, sister
2 Yaa fila. Yes, brother.
-A-
Id 4
WO, WO, W-, Wu, wWu your (sg.)
ehé the whole body; .exterior;
at, by, near
te to perceive, feel, hear;
live, dwell; speak a
language
©® A
s€f what, how
3 Wo hé te s &t How are you?
-B-
mé, mf, m-, mé, mf my
eys to be, become; do, make;

amount to; seem; be 1n

good condition

1



BASIC COURSE UNIT 2

4 M& hé ye. I'm fine.
na and, but
ﬁsq also, too
5 Na wo ﬁsq, WO né te s &to And you, how are you?
—A-
6 M& hé ye. I'm fine.
ofie (fle) (pl. e-) home, house
7 Of1e te s éno How 18 everything at home?
-B-
0dele to have, possess; be, be in

a state of; continue, keep

on; cause, make
bokoo soft, tender, cheap

8 Of1e dee bokoo, Everything 1s fine at home.
('Home 18 /in a state of/soft.?)

Notes

1. /M& aky&/ 1s usually //maakye//.

2. /ﬁﬁé/ means either brother or sister, but 1t 1s used in greet-
1ings as a matter of politeness. /qu ﬁﬁé/ 18 a customary way of
acknowledging a greeting; 1t could be just as well translated,
"thank you' or 'good morning'. This response 18 used by persons of

about the same age and social status.

3. /yaa ﬁﬁé/ 1s yag ﬁﬁé/. See vowel harmony rules below. /u/
followed by /a/ 1s similar to the French semi-vowel 'u!, e.g.,

/fda/ .

15
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W /sbf/ 1s Ashanty Twi. /edéq/ or /dép/ 18 Akuapim Twi. In
1961 the Bureau of Ghana Languages 1ssued Language Guide's for the
various Twi dialects with the recommended spellings. Since most

Twi texts printed before this time are based on Akuapim, 1t 1s
necessary to know the forms for both dialects.

5. /ye/ tto be in good condition!, 1s /yé/ 1n Akuapim.

6. Many words that end in a single vowel in Akuapim have a
diphthong in Ashanti:

Akuapim Ashanti
house ofi ofie
thing odé adée
fufu furd fufio
caretaker ohwéfq ohwgfqo

7. The noun prefixes /o, o, &, e/ are usually omitted 1f they
are not with the first word in the sentence, e.g., /Yaa nﬁé/.
Other noun prefixes aren't usually omitted.

8. It 1s necessary to use /hé/ when asking concerning one's
health or physical condition. If /hg/ 18 not used, one' 1s asking
for a description, e.g., /WQ yérq te séﬁ/, "What kind of wife do
you have?! 1.e., tall, fat, dark-haired, etc.

9. There are two series of vowels i1n Twi or Akan: a tense or
outer series, and a lax or inner series.

Tense series: 1 e a o

-0 o

Lax series: e €& a 9

The relationship of the two series 1s perhaps more easily
seen 1n a vowel triangle diagram.

16
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There are limitations as to which vowels can precede or
follow certain other vowels. These limitations are called vowel
harmony.

Vowel harmony rules.

I. Lax vowels followed by /1/, /a/, or /u/ are replaced by
the next highest (see vowel triangle diagram) vowel in the tense

series:
@ 18 replaced by 1
€ e
a J
b} o
Q u

1I. After /a/, /e/, or /o/, /e/ and /o/ are replaced by the
next highest vowel in the lax series:

e 18 replaced by ¢
° ?

III. Rule 1 takes precedence over Rule II.

17
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IV All contiguous vowels are in the same series. If there
18 a tense vowel in a diphthong, all the vowels of the diphthong
will be of the tense series.

10. The vowels of subject and possessive pronouns are determined
by vowel harmony. Notice the underlined vowels:

méye I am JEYyE we are

wéyé you (sg.) are méye you (pl.) are
oye he, she, 1t 1s WOyE they are

EYE 1t 1s £ye they are

mThu I see yehtl Wwe see

wuhfl you (sg.) see mfth you (pl.) see
ohtl he, she, 1t sees wohil they see

The third person singular /o- ~o-/ often translates 'it!

when referring to animals.

The third person impersonal prefix /e-.e-/ 1s always used
for inanimates (including ghosts), but 1t 1s occasionally used
when referring to animals in a general way.

mé ba my child yE ba our child

wQ ba. your (sg.) child mS ba your (pl.) child
né ba his, her, 1ts child wdn n§ ba their child

mi ﬁﬁq my brother yé ﬁﬁg our brother

wa fita  your (sg.) brother md fida your (pl.) brother
ni filla  his, her, 1ts won ntt "ﬁq their brother

brother

In the new orthography, vowel harmony 1i1s never indicated in
the possessive pronouns, e.g., /mf ﬁﬁq/ 1s fme nua/. But some

texts printed before the latest spelling revision do have /m1 nua/ﬁ

18
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/wén n8/ has an alternate form /won/ and 1s // won/.
/ye/ has an alternate form /yen/. Compare Unit 9 note 15.
The final consonant of /yen/ and /won/ is homorganic with
the following consonant. See notes eleven and twelve of lesson
three. Compare Unit 3, notes 11 and 12.

1l1. The tone pattern of some nouns differs when preceeded by a
possessive pronoun from the pattern of the non-possessed form,
e.g., /fdg/, 'brother', and /mf fita/, 'my brother'. If the tones
of the possessed form are different, the possessed form 1s given
in parentheses when the word first appears in the lessons, e.g.,
/okinu/, 'husband! (kinu). When the possessed noun has a high
tone on the first syllable, the possessive pronoun 1s low; other-

wise, the possessive pronoun 1s high. See also notes 1l and 15.

12. There are a number of ways of marking the plural of nouns.
If the plural form 1s not the same as the singular, the plural
prefix and/or suffix i1s listed in parentheses with the designation
'pl. ! when the word first occurs. The plural of /bkﬁnu/ 1s
/okinundm/. It appears as /okinu/ (kunu) (pl. -ndm). If the
plural is 1irregular, the entire form 1s given. If there 1s more
than one plural, the most common plural 1s given. A hyphen /-/
after a form means the form 1s a prefix; a hyphen before a form
means 1t 1s a suffix. Some plurals have both a prefix and a
suffix.

New words in the draills.

oba (pl. m~) child, young one
oyérq (pl. -ném) wife

papa (pl. -ném) father

mfamé (pl. -ndm) mother

okinu (kianu) (pl. -ndm) husband

19
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13. Note that /mba/ 1s /mma/. Compare Unit 3 note 12.

1. In part of the exercises in this manual, the student 1s asked
to replace or insert a word or phrase 1n a previous utterance.

The tutor gives a sentence. The student repeats. The tutor gives
the word or phrase, which 1s underlined i1n the next sentence. The

student fits 1t into the previous utterance.

Example:
Tutor: Wq hé te s&fie
Student: Wq hé te s e
Tutor: N3 hé.
Student: N& hé te sfne
Lexical Drill A
1. Wgq hé te skiie How are you?
2. §§_E§ te s i How 1s he?
3. M6 hé te séfie How are you (pl.)?
. Wonp hé te s&fi2 How are they?
5. Wg ba hé te s &t How 1s your child?
6. Wo yere h& te s&ne How 1s your wife?
7. WS papa hé te sk How 1s your father?
8. WS mfamé hé te sz How 1s your mother?
9. Wu ﬁﬁg né te s&fie How 1s your brother?
10. Wﬁ lunu h& te s &7 How 1s your husband®

20
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UNIT 2

Lexical Drill B

1. M& hé ye.
2. yg_gé JE.

3. 331335 JE.

L. Won hé ye.
5., M& bé hé ye.
6

7

8

9

M& yvére hé ye.

Mé papé hé yE.

. M& m&amé hé yeE.

. Muf g né ye.
10. Mf wunu hé ye.

Lexical Drill C
1. DOye né m&amé.
2. DJye né EaEé.
3. Méye n& papé.
4. Mé&ye nf ﬁﬁg.
5. Eéxé nf ﬁﬁq.
6. Wc}yé 51_§’__b£1.
7. Dye né ba.

8. Oye nég Xérg.
9. Oye ni laanu.

10. M3ye nf kinu.

21

I am fine.
He 1s fine.
We are fine.

They are fine.

My child 1s fine.
My wife 1s fine.
My father 1s faine.

My mother 1s fine.
My brother 1s fine.

My husband 1s fine.

She 1s his mother.

He 1s his father.

T am his father.

I am his brother.

You are her brother.
You are her child.
She 18 his child.
She 1s his wife.

He 1s her husband.

I am her husband.
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TWI

Lexical Drill D

1
2
3
M
5
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

WOIS

- rd
né mma.
' d
n& mma.
£ _L
nil rianfm.
2 L
nt fdancm.

né& yérendm.

~ 4 ~
né yerenom.

I ‘ i »~
won nu kununom.

, yA ! ~
won ni kununom.

yé papénGm.

y¢€ papandm.

Lexical Drill E

1.
2.
3.
k.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

LR S
wu nuqnom.

rd L o~ ~
won nf fiandm.

, 2
won no mmé.

, ra ’
won no mma.

£

,
ne mma.

’ -~
n€ yerendm.

ye yerentm.

ye yerendm.

22

We are his children.
You are his children.

You are his brothers and sisters.

They are her brothers.
They are his wives.
We are his wives.

We are their husbands.

You (pl.) are their husbands.

You (pl.) are our fathers.

They are our fathers

They are my sisters.

They are your sisters.

We are your brothers and sisters.

We are their brothers.

We are their children.

You are their children.

You are his children.

You are his wives.

You are our wives.

Thez are our wives.
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Lexical Draill F

l. Woye m& mma. . They are my children.

2. Woye ye mma . They are our children.

3. Méxé ye mma . You are our children.

L. M8ye won né mma. You are their children.

5. XYeye won n& mmd. We are their children.

6. Yeye md mma. We are your (pl.) children.
7. Woye m& mma. They are your (pl.) children.
8. Woye wq mma. They are your (sg.) children.
9. Yeye wq mma. We are your (sg.) children.
10. Yeye né mmd. We are her children.

1. Nouns with a low nasal prefix in the possessed form have a

-~ 4
low-tone pronoun possessor, e.g., /mé mma/, 'my child!?.

15. When followed by a low tone, /won n&/ 1s sometimes /won nd/.

23
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Unit 3

Basic Dialogue

-A-
eda (pl. n-) day
dwo to cool, be cool
anadwo night
[} 1
1 Mg a@wé. Good evening.
-B-
owura (wurs) sir, mister, owner
(p1. gwﬁréném)
2 Yaa owura. Yes sair,
~A-
o1l the Akan or Twi language
®anfa or, a question marker
3 wété Twii anfa? Do you speak Twi? ('You hear
Tw1i or?!')
-B-
eééﬁ, géné, &s yes
L 4éﬁ, m&te Twile Yes, I speak Twi.
-A-
Fd
quofq Englaish
5 Wété quofé anfa? Do you speak English?

2l
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-B-
edqui, dqbi no, never
m-, n-, fi-, n- not
6 qubi, ménté quofé. No, I don't speak Englaish.
-A-
kb to speak, say, talk
WO to be at; have, own
1 Wékﬁ Twil ®wo fle anfa® Do you speak Twi at home?
('You speak Twi 1s at home
or? ')
-B-
8 géﬁ, ndkd Twil wo fie. Yes, I speak Twi at home.
Notes

1. /Jowira/ 1s more polite than /bﬁﬁé/ and 1s used for an older
man or one 1in & higher social status. The feminine form 1is
/awuraa/, madam, lady, landlady, mistress, miss, and does not
indicate marital state.

2. /an%a/ 1s //ana//or // anaa/.

3. /tq/ means to possess both understanding and speaking ability
1n a language. /k&/ means to speak in a particular language at a

particular time.

L. /Twii/ 1s // Twi//.

5. /quofé/ means 'the language of the Europeans', but English
w1ll be understood if another language 1s not specified, e.g.,
/Faransge Borofq/, 'French'.

25
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6. Pay special attention to the short vowels between a consonant
and /r/, as in /Bqrofg/. There are no clusters of a consonant
plus /r/. 1t may be difficult for the student to tell which
vowel 1s present. /e/ 1s probably the most difficult vowel to
hear between a consonant and /r/, e.g., /kéré/, tsoul'. Many of
these short vowels, especially /e/, are not indicated 1in the
orthography.

7. Before /i/ and /fu/, /o/ 1s /o/, e.g., /wo file/ 1s /wo fle/

at conversation speed. In slow speech or 1f there is a pause
between /wo/ and /fle/, /wo/ 1s not replaced by /wo/. Vowel
harmony across word boundaries 1s not indicated in the orthography.

Also note the examples of /wo/ in lexical drill A.

8. /wo/ 1s a verb and means to be located at a given place. Twi
has many constructions of the type: subject plus verb plus object

plus verb plus or minus object, e.g., /MQkd Twfl wo fie anfaz/.

9. /xiro/ 1s // kurow//.

10. /mf/ 1s very often /m/, e.g., /kiro mfi/ 1s very often /kirom/
and 1s // kurow mu// or // kurow m'/.

11. A negative verb 1s formed by prefixing a low-toned nasal to
the verb stem plus a high tone on the last syllable. The nasal 1s
homorgenic with the following consonant of the verb stem, 1.e.,

1t 1s made or articulated i1n the same position as the following
consonant:

m before m, p, b,

n n, w, t, d, s

R R, k, g, h

A A, y, w, ky, tw, gy, dw,
hy, hw

(Some verbs with secondary tones have a high-toned negative prefix.
See Unit 18, note 5.)
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12. Combinations of nasal plus homorganic voiced stop do not
occur. This combination 1s replaced by a long or geminate
(double) nasal:

mb 1s replaced by mm

nd nn
figy A, 1.e., /Afly or A/
ng nn, 1.e., /ng/

See also note 17.

13. Vowel harmony doesn't usually operate across a nasal plus
another consonant: /mdhd/ 1s replaced by /mIihd/, but /m&nh&/ 1s
usually not replaced by /minhf/. Vowel harmony does operate
across two nasal consonants nearly always.

Substitution Drall A

1. M&te Twil. I speak Twi.

2, XYete Twil. We speak Twi.

3. Qﬁg Twil. He speaks Twi.

L. Wote Twil. They speak Twi.

5. Mf xunu te Twii. My husband speaks Twi.
6. ME& yérq te Twil. My wife speaks Twi.

Te ME mfamé te Twil. My mother speaks Twa.
8. Mé& papé te Twil. My father speaks Twi.
9. Mé ba te Twil. My child speaks Twai.
10. Mf fda te Twii, My brother speaks Twi.
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Substitution Draill B

1. Ménté Twil. I don't speak Twi.

2. .ZEEEé Twii. We don't speak Twa.

3. ngé Twil. He doesn't speak Twai.

L. EEEEé Twil. They don't speak Twi.

5. M%f kunu nté Twil. My husband doesn't speak Twi.
6. M& yére nté Twii. My wife doesn't speak Twi.

7. ME& miamé nté Twil. My mother doesn't speak Twai.
8. M& papa nté Twii. My father doesn't speak Twi.
9. ME ba nte Twiil. My child doesn't speak Twi.
10. Mf ﬁﬁa nté Twii. My brother doesn't speak Twi.

Question and Answer Drill A

The tutor gives the question. The student gives the affirm-
ative response.

mét¢ Twil.

-
ot}
-

1. Wété Twii anfa%

L4

2. Mété Twil anfa? i, yete Twil.

otq Twii.

- -
St
-

. th Twii anéa?

wot¢ wai.

(D) »
Pz

I ‘,
. Wotq Twii an&a®

’

. Wq kﬁnu tq Twii anga?

>,
[n}]
-

m{ kﬁnu tq Twii.

meé yérq te Twil.

-0 »
_!3:

~ L N
mé maame tg Twii.

o .
at]
-

. W9 m&amé te Twii an&a?

Do
jat}
-

. WoQ papé te Twii anfa?

3

Iy

5

6. Wo yére te Twil anfa?
7

: wé papd te Twii.
9

m& ba te Twil.

-,
a1l
-

. W ba te Twii anfa?

A S A e e A I A T T i e A R S A A T S A

10. Wy fifa te Twii anfa? mf fdy te Twii.

oo
o]
-
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Question and Answer Drill B

Student gives negative answer,

.

=
o

Wété Twii anﬁa?
Mété Tw{i anﬁa?
th Twii anﬁa?

Wotg Twii anﬁa?

Wd kunu te Twil anfa?

Wo yére te Twil anfa?

» ~ L N £
Wq mfamé t¢ Twii anda?

Wq papa te Twil anfa?

WQ ba tq Twiil anfa?

wa i te Twil anfa?

Lexical Draill A

3

O ®® N o0 VU= ow o

=
o

~ »
Mewo fie.

~ Id £
Mewo faie n5 ma.

M&wo Nkerin.
M&wo fle bi.
Méwo ﬁgé.
Meéwo Kumgsq.
Méwo Qé.

o , [N
Méwo peEnsgre.

‘ L) z
Mewo sukuu n& md.

M&wo fie wo Kumégg.

29
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qubi, ménté Twil.

ngbi, yenté Twil.

qubi, onté Twil.

qubi, wonté Twii.

qubi, mf kunu nté Twil.
qubi, m& yér¢ nté Twil.
qubi, mé m&amé nté Twil.

qubi, mé& papé nté Twil.

4

qubi, mé ba nté Twiil.

D@qbi, m? ﬁdq nté Twil.

am at home.

am 1in the house.

am at Accra.
own a house.
have a brother.
am at Kumasi.
have a child.

have & pencil.

am 1n the school.

have a house 1n Kumassi.
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14. /Nker&fi/ 1s // Nkran//.

L4
15. b1 a, an, any, some

Avoid the use of /bi/, especially in reference to persons,
unless you intend to mean 'some kind or other!', 'any kind of!,
or 'just any kind'. In lexical drill A sentence four, /bi/ 1s
required to distinguish 'I own a house' from 'IT am at home'. A
noun without the following demonstrative or article /n§/, 'the!

'that'!, 1s indefinite, 1.e., 1t translates 'a'! or 'an'.
Grammatical Drill A

Give the negative form of the following verbs.

Affirmatave Negative
1. te (to feel) nte
2. te (to speak) nté
3. wo (to have) nni
li. di (to eat) nni
5. ye¢ (to be) efi§fe
6. ye (to be good) efife
7. da (to sleep) nna
8. mA (to give) mmé
9. k& (to speak) pké
10. sﬁé (to learn) nstig
11. kasa (to talk) pkasé
12. da asg (to lie down) enné asg
13. wo (to be at) nni
1.  hd (to see) ?hﬁ
15.  tws (to cut) fitwg
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16, to (to buy) nto
17. ko (to go) nko
18. bqré (to come) mma
19. hye (to insert) fhyé
20. bo (to strike) mmo

16, /dggbi/ 1s Akuapim and also eastern Ashanti. /dabi/ 1s the
form most used in Ashanti and 18 J/dabi/in the new orthography.

17. The underlying aim of the new (1961) orthography 1s to pro-
vide a common writing system for all Twi dialects. Since 1t 1s
necessary for the system to be readily intelligible to readers of
all dialects, a number of words have been spelled without the
assimilative changes that have taken place in Ashanti dialect.
Noun plurals of stems beginning with voiced stops are not spelled
with geminate nasals, e.g., /nna/, 'days', 1s /nda/; but the same
assimilation 1s written in the verbs, e.g., /mna/, 'Don't lie',

'Don't sleep!, 1s /nna/

18, /ééﬁ/ 1s faane/ in the new orthography.
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Unit 4

Basic Dialogue

~A-
na
SEft na yekd& thank you wo

r ‘,
Twil mu®

da
as¢; aséé

M&da asg.

anéa?
~ )
met¢ wase.
' d
ebio
I 4
Ké bio.
kasa
®b§re€oo

Kasa bqreeoo.

Mé&da wasg.

32

and, emphatic particle

How do you say 'thank you! 1in

in Twi?

to lie, sleep, rest
the lower part; down,

under; meaning, sense
Thanks. ('I lie down.'), ('I
prostrate /myself before
you/. ')

Do you understand?

Yes, 1 understand you.
again

Say 1t again.
to talk, speak
slow, soft, mild

Talk slowly. Talk softly.

Thank you.
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~A-

8 Stf na yekﬁ you are welcome How do you say !'you are welcome'!

,N 2
wo Twii mu® in Twi®

Q. rd
9 Mmf enna ase. You are welcome. Don!t mention

1t. ('Don't cause /yourself/

don't lie down.!')
Notes

1. The first person plural of the Twi verb often translates with
an English passive or impersonal you. /yské/, literally 'we say!',
often corresponds to 'it 1s said! or 'you say'.

2. /na/, 'and!', 'but', joins sentences; /n&/, 'and!', 'with',
connects words. /na/ i1s put after a word or at the beginning of

a sentence to add emphasis. It often isn't translated into
English. Compare Unit 10, note 10.

3. /wé aséé/ 1s usually /wésgé/ and 1s //wo ase//or //wo aset/.
If there 1s an expressed object, 1.e., 1f the sentence tells who
1s understood, the student should use /as¢/ because /éséé/
doesn't occur often with an object. If there 1s no expressed
object, use /aséé/ because /as¢/ may be misunderstood. /Wqte
asq?/ may not only mean 'Do you understand?', but also 'Are you
sitting down?!', and 'Are you still living?'. /Wété aséé?/ means
only 'Do you understand?'’',

4. On the telephone only can you say /M&té asg/ or Mate aséé/,
with a high tone on /té/, meaning 'I understand the meaning or
message?t,
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5. /a/ followed by /y/ 1s high and front like a French 'a'.

/o/ followed by /1/ 1s /o/, e.g., /wo Twii/ 1s /wo Twii/.

At less than conversation speed or if there 15 a pause be~
tween words, these vowel replacements don't occur. Vowel harmony

across word boundaries 1is never shown in the orthography.

6. /ebio/ has an alternate form /ebiblo/. /eblo/ 1s the more

common form.

7. /Kasa bereeoo/ means both 'Talk slowly and softly.' and 1is
Jbree ooy or Jbreew// /oo/ 1s an emphasis marker.

8. The imperative (command form) singular 1s the same as the
habitual stem, but with all low tones, e.g., /kasa/, 'talk',
addressing one person. The imperative plural prefixes /mén-/,
e.g., /Méqkasa/, 'talk', with all high tones.

9. Before initial /-nn/, /e-/ occurs, e.g., /nna ase/ 1s /enna

asq/.

When a word beginning with a vowel 1s preceeded by a word
ending in a vowel, the final vowel of the preceeding word 1is
usually replaced by the same vowel as that which begins the
following word, 1.e., a long or rearticulated vowel occurs, e.g.,
/Mmé&  enna ase/ 1s /Mmé enna ase/, but 1t 1s ,/ Mma ennaase/.

10. Notice the two negatives 1in /Mmé enna ase./.

Lexical Drill A

rd . )

1. Wote asee anda? Do you understand?
2.8 0 £

2. Wote "mase anfa? Do you understand me?
] [ e e ]
» rd @ ‘

3. Wote "nase anfa? Do you understand him?
i [} el
4 . L .

L. Wote won ase anfa? Do you understand them?
’ Id :'

5. Wote yen ase anda? Do you understand us?9

3L
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Lexical Drill B

1.
2.
3.
n
5

Dte aséé anfa?
Ote mase an&a?
Ote ?Eiﬁﬁ anda?
Dte ®mé§§ anfa?
Dte wop ase an&a?

Lexical Drill C

Méte aséé.
MEte Héié'
MEte nasg.
MEte wop aseg.
MEte gé_é.

Lexical Drill D

1
2
3
L.
5.

Otg aséé.
th mase.
Ote wase.

4 LY

Dtg masg.

Dt¢ WOon ase.

Lexical Drill E

Né mZam& nté quofé.
N m&am& te Twil.

L _' ~ L N\
One ng mfame te¢ Twii.

L . . £ & ,s
one né mame kg Twiai.

M8 n& mé papé k& Twii.

35

Does he understand?

Does he understand me%

Does he understand you<%

Does he understand you (pl.)?

Does he understand them?

I understand.

I understand you.
I understand him.
I understand themn.

I understand you (pl.).

He understands.

He understands me.

He understands you.

He understands you (pl.).

He understands them.

His mother doesn't know English.
His mother knows Twi.

He and his mother know Twai.

He speaks Twi with his mother.

I speak Twi with my father.
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M& n& mé papé te
Nkerfi

Mf ady te Nkersd.

M1 fids te Nkersr.

M& ba te Nkerdi.

M& ba wo Nkeradfi.

Lexaical Drill F

O O =N o 1 F w e
L]

()
o

‘, s N s
Woka Twil wo sukuu.

~’ () LA
YesfGa Twii wo sukuu.

Yesué Twii wWo Nkerafi.

Wéwé fle wo qurﬁﬁ.
Wéwé f{e WO Tamalg.

L

MO Eagé WO Tamalg.

mé papé wo fle.

Ye yerenSm wo fle.

Ye yér¢nﬁm nni fle.

» [} F 4 r'd
MY kunu nni fie.

Lexaical Drill G

1
2
3
L.
5.

Kasa bgreeoo.
Kasa dé1i.
Eyé asfi.

Ey€ betee.

M& nsa ye betee.

36

My father and I know GE.

My sister knows Gé&.
My sister lives at Accra.
My child lives in Accra.

My child 1s at Accra.

They speak Twi at school.

They study Twi at school.

We study Twi at Accra.

You have a house at Accra.

You have a house at Tamale.

Your father 1s at Tamale.

Your father is at home.

Our wives are at home.

Our wives aren't at home.

My husband isn't at home.

Talk slow.
Talk loud.
It 1s hard.
It 1s soft.

My hand 1s tender.
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UNIT

6.
Te
8.
9.
10.

New words 1in the drills.

~ 4 ‘ -~
M€ nsa ye téntén.

~ r LY
Mé& kaa

-~ rF Y
Mé& kaa

‘ ~~'
no nyc.

-~ ’ S 6 ~~'
Né pensere no nye.

Né& pénsérq né da hsd.

né ye té&ntén.

r 4 LY ] L Y
pensere (pensere)

kaa (kaa)

Lexical Drill H

1.

2 =2 =2 2 8B B 2 =R =
or D opr Dy M My M My
ct ot ct ot ot ct &t ct
@ =@ O =@ 0O O O 0 =0

=

1]

ct
-®

New words

ed5q, od5p (pl. n-)

-

kSANG

Twile
Nkerﬁ'ﬁ.
e e e

Nkeréii.
—

LORN

]
aset.
[utbadi- S

as

——

adn né.
Phussuor st

o

‘ ~r ‘ ’ *
me maame agEm.

ak8finda so.

[
SEE WO,
— e

4 rd
sgé abofara.

in drills.

a:. (plo I"l-)
a

asém (dsém) (pl. n-)

L d
t(? eee ASEM

37

My arm 1s long.

My car 1s long.

My car 1s no good.

His pencil 1s bad.

His pencil 18 lying there.

pencil

automobile

I speak Twi.
I speak GE&.
I live at Accra.

I understand.

I'm s1tting down.

I hear the bell.

I obey my mother.

I'm sitting in a chaair.

I am as you are.

I am like g child.

bell
chair, stool

word, saying,

to obey

story, talk
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sée as, like, that (as

in 'I said that
1

M
M=

tg s to be the same as,

be 1in the same
condaition or
position as

0abqféra (pl. m-) chi1ld

’

€s§, SQ top, upper part; on,
up, upon, over,
above

11. /masg¢/ 1s /me ase//or /m! ase/.
/nase/ 1s //ne ase//or //n' ase/.
/mase/ 1s //mo ase//or //m' ase/.
/was¢/ 1s [/ wo ase//or [/ w' ase/.

Usually elision 18 not indicated in the orthography.

12. /nd/ means 'and' or 'with'. /on&/ 1s a contraction of

/on né/. /on& né msam8/ 1s a contraction of /on§ né& n& mzamé/.

13. /sfi3/ means 'to study', 'learn!, 'imitate', 'follow the

example oft,

1. /Nkerafi/ or G& 1s also the name of the language of the
/qur&ﬁ/ or G4 people. The G& lave in the region of Accra. Twi
and G& are both Kwa languages, 1.e., they are related to each
other and " descended'' from the same earlier form of the language,
a8 French and Spanish are both Romance languages !'" descended!

from Latin.

15. /wo/ has a suppletive negative, 1.e., a different word 1is
used to form the negative. /nnl/ 1s the negative of /wo/. /mni/
1s the negative of /di/, 'to use, eat, contain, last, exist!'.
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16. /abqféra/ 1s // abofra/. /abofara/ 1s used only of humans.
/obé/ may be used for the young of animals and also as a
diminutive.

17. Phrases like /Twii m8/, 'in Twi! are possessive nominal
compounds. Literally, this compound 18 'Twi's insides'. This
compound noun 1s the object of the verb /wo/. Modifiers of
various kinds may occur between the possessive and possessed
nouns. See Unit 6, note 22.
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Unit 5

Basic Dialogue

-A-
aha weariness
1 M& ahs. Good afternoon.
-B-
2 Yag owura. Yes sair.
A~
ehd (pl. e-ndm) there; that; from
3 Owira Owisu wo hd anda? Is Mr. Owusu 1n?
-B-
o=, oné he, she, 1t
eha (pl. e-ndém) here; this
L Xéﬁ, owo ha. Yes, he 1s here.
-A-
tumi to be able, can, to be
well-versed in, to have
permission
hi, hiin to see
ong, nd him, her, 1t
5 MYtumi éhﬁ né anfa? Can I see him?
~-B-
Je we
quré to call

40
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6 gYefqréﬁ séne What's your name?

("We call you what?!)

-A-
7 Y€f¢r€ né Kofi Asanté. My name 1s Kofi Asante.
-B-

k& to speak, tell, say
ky¢r§ to show, teach, advise
sée that

8 MEk& kyqré nd sée w§w5 ha. I wi1ill tell him you are here.

Notes

1. /owo hd/ usually means 'He, she, or 1t 1s there'; but if you
come 1nto or upto a building and ask /owo hdo?/, you are asking,
1Ts he 1n?', 'Is he i1n the building?!', or 'Is he around here
somewhere?!. The affirmative response will probably be /owo ha/,
'He 1s here!. However, 1f the person answering doesn't know

just where the other person 1s, he may answer you /owo hd/,

'He 1s around here somewhere!.

2. /owo hé/ usually means 'He, she, or 1t 1s here'; but 1f you
come 1nto or upto a building and ask /owo ha?/, you are asking,
'Is this his place?!, 1.e., 'Does he live here?!', or 'Does he
work here?!. The affirmative answer 1s /owo ha/, 'This 1s his
place'. You may then ask /owo ho%/.

3, After a noun /ha/ and /hd/ can be translated like demonstra-
tives, e.g., /ofle ha/, 'this house', and /ofle hd/, 'that
house!.

. After /tumi/ the following verb 1s 1n the consecutive form,
which has an /é- ~a:—/ prefix. The consecutive form often

corresponds to an English complimentary infinitive, e.g.,

L1
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/Mftumi ako/, 'I am able to go'. The implication of this form 1s
often !'I am equal to /the task/!', or '/I am sure/ I can do 1t
/because I have done 1t before/!'. It may also be used to ask and
give permission, as 1n this dialogue.

The student should avoid the use of /tumi/ in the future
(See note 9), when addressing someone because this form has a
pejorative implication that you don't think the other person
can do something or that you are daring the other person to do
something, e.g., /Wobetimi yé séfiz/ '/Just/ what could you /pos-
s1bly/ do%?! implying that the person addressed 1s not equal to the
situation being discussed. If following a verb not ending in high
tone, the consecutive prefix 1s low. Subject pronouns are not
prefixed to the consecutive after /tumi/ except in the first

singular, and this 1s not common. See also Unit 10, note 8.

The first person future of /tumi/ implies that you think you
can do something but you aren't certain because you really don't
know or you've never done the particular thing before, e.g.,
/Métim1 akd/, 'I will be able to go!, or /I think maybe/ I can
go'. The student ahould avoid use of /tumi/ in the future when
talking of himself because he will be thought to be boasting.

5. /sge¢/, 'that!, 1s required to introduce subordinate clause
after verbs of 'saying' or 'telling'. See also Unit 18, note

5.
6. Many speakers use /hil/ before an object pronoun and /hitnd/

elsewhere. Some use these forms interchangeably. Some use /hfl/
before an object and /hﬁné/ without an object.

7. /fqré/ 1s Jtre/f. /Yefqréﬁ/ 18 a contraction and alternate
form of /Yefgré wo/ and 1s Mefre w'/ or /Yefre wof

8. The use of the first person plural, 1.e., the we-form,often
corresponds to English passive. /Yefqré nd s8M%/, 'What 1s 1%
calledr!, but literally 'We call 1t what?!.

The student will also hear /wu af% de atne/. /edfdi/ means

'name ', ‘'reputation', and 'fame'. This 1s an Akuapim construction.

L2
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9. The positive future 1s marked by the prefix /bé-/, e.g.,
/wébeko/, tyou will go.! In the first person singular, a con-
tracted form occurs, e.g., /méko/, 'T will go!. Verbs stems that
are low high or low low in the present are mid high in the future.
High low stems are high high in the future. Other stems have the
same tones in the future as in the present.

10. You can /k&/ a story or something. /k& kyqré/ has the mean-
ing 'to convey information! or 'relatel,.

1l1. Order of verb objects 1s the same as English; the indirect
object (1) preceeds the direct (2) e.g., /Mék§ kygré nd (1)
SEE wéw5 ha (2)/, 'T will tell him (1) you are here (2)1'.

Pattern Drill A

1. Yefqréﬁ skae What'!s your name?

2. Yefqré né s €12 What's his name®

3. Yefqré Eé stz What are your names?

L. Yefqré won s &R What are their names?

5. Yefqré wo kinu séf2 What's your husband's name?
6. Yefgré WO Xére s &me What'!s your wife's name?

Te Yefqré wo miamd sz What's your mother's nameX
8. Yefqré ) Eagé sz What'!s your father's name®
9. ®°Yeferé wo ba sén? What'!s your child's name®

! r'd L4

10. ®Yefqre wo Ala séfe What!s your brother's name%

Lexical Drill A

1. Yefqré m& Kofi. My name 1s Kofai.
2. Yefqré n8 Kofl. His name 1s Kofi.

3. Yefere yen Kofi né Afﬁ Our names are Kofi and Afua.

1}
a.
L. Yafqré won Kofi né Afﬁé. Their names are Kofi and Afua.

L3
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No NN e o) = o~ \n

10.

Yefgré mi kﬁnu Kof{.

Yef¢r€ m& yére Afﬁé.

, ) ~ 2 R
Yefere me miame 4ffua.

Yefqré me papé Kofl.

Yefqré me ba Kofi.

» ~h ’
Yefere mf nua Kofi.

Pattern Drill B

Answer affirmatively.

l.

rd
owo ho?
Lo, ,
Agn, owdo ho.
4
Owo ha?
P Id
&qn, owo ha.
rd
owo fie%
L ,
4an, owo fie.
, F
owo fie ndo mu?
S ’ £ _2
gqn, owo fie noO mu.
’ 14
owo fie ha?
Lo, , ’
Agf, owo fie ha.
’ L4
owo fie ho?

s , ,
Agfi, owo fie ho.

My husband's name is Kofai.

My wife'!s name 1s Afua.

My mother's name 13 Afua.

My father's name 1is Kofai.

My child's name 1s Kofazi.

My brother's name 1s Kofai.

Is he there?

Yes, he 1s there.
Is he here®

Yes, he 18 here.
Is he at home?

Yes, he 18 at home.
Is he 1n the house?®

Yes, he 1s 1in the house.
Is he 1n this house?

Yes, he 1s 1n this house.
Is he in that house?

Yes, he 13 1n that house.
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Pattern Draill C

Answer negatively.

1.

Owo hd?

qubi, onni hJ.
OwWo Qé?

qubi, onni ha.
owo Eig?

qubi, onni fle.
owo fie né me

qubi, onmi fie né md.
Owo fle ha?

qubi, onni fie ha.
Owo fle hd%

qubi, onni file hd.

Pattern Draill D

1
2
3
L.
5
6
7
8

'd »
Meko ho.
Wébeko ha.
Wobeko nne.

Obéko nneé.

Dbéko okxéng.
Yebeko okyéﬁa.

Yebéko blo.

Wébsko bio.

L5

Is he 1n%

No, he 1s not around.
Is this his place?

No, this isn't his place.
Is he at home®

No, he 1sn't at home.
Is he 1n the house?

No, he 1sn't 1n the house.
Does he own this house?

No, he doesn't own this house.
Does he own that house®

No, he doesn't own that house.

I will go there.

You will go there.

You will go today.
He will go today.

He will go tomorrow.

We will go tomorrow.

We will go again.

You will go again.
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TWI

10.
ll'
12.

Wébeko Tamale.
Wobéko Tamalq.
Wobéko Kumésg.

Méko Kumésq.

Pattern Drill E

lo.

Méba hj.
Méba d&f mi.

2.8 N Lo &
Metumi ahd nd wo dan md.

s 1 [ ,n
Metuma qhu né wo sukuu.

~ £ A Y | RN
Me ne nC bekasa wo sukuu.

- £ ,
Me ne n& békésa wo faie.

) ld .

Mékd kyert nd sée wdwd

You will go to Tamale.

They will go to Tamale.

They w1ll go to Kumasi.

I will go to Kumasui.

I will be there.

I will come 1nto the house.

I can see him i1n the room

pravately.

I can see him at school.

H

w1ll talk to him at school.

w1ll talk to him at home.

=

wi1ll tell him you are at

fle.
, , ~ Ia. ,
Meka kyere né see wobeba
hi.
M& yére béba ha.
ME yére béfére WQ.

Pattern Drill F

I d

Yefqré né séae

Yefgré n& Kofl.

MEkE kyeré Kofi.

MEkE ky@fé wWon.

Otuml fert wom.

Id 4 ~
Otumi fere mé.

L6

home.

I will tell him you will be
here.

My wife will come here.

My wife will call you.

What 1s his name?%
His name 1s Kofai.

I waill tell Kofa.

T will tell them.

He can phone them.

He can call me.
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7. Obtk& kygré mé. He will tell me.
8. Obeks kyqré wo. He will tell you.
9. Onte wo. He doesn't hear you.
10. Onté wase. He doesn't understand you.
1 e——g

New words in the draills

oafn  (pl. a-) building, house, room, apartment

12. In addition to syllable tone, Twi also has sentence tone or
intonation, 1.e., tone used to distinguish statements and ques-
tions; compare English !'John i1s here.!, and 'John 1s here?! In Twi
the end of a sentence 13 signalled by a depression of the entire
tone register on the last syllable, 1.e., no matter what the
phonemic status of the tone 13, 1t will be lower on the absolute
scale than a non-final tone of the same phoneme. And also the
voice trails off to silence: In addition, a question signalled by
intonation (1.e., not by a question word), the register of the
whole sentence 18 elevated, and the last syllable falls down to the
same level as the end of a statement. This of course means that
there 1s a longer fall on the last syllable ef. a question than of
a statement because the fall of the question begins higher. For
this reason, 1t would probably be helpful to use an inverted
question mark /3/ at the beginning of a question marked by intona-
tion.

Twi orthography like English uses at the end of a sentence a
period /./ to mark statement intonation and a question mark /2?/ to
mark question intonation. When there 1s a question word, e.g.,
/sfﬁ/, statement intonation 18 used; however, a question mark is
st1ll written. This manual follows the orthography in this usage.

13. Stative verbs such as /wo/, 'to be at!, aren't usually in-
flected for tense. /ba/, 'to come!, 1s used as a suppletive future
for /wo/. /méba ha/, 'I will come here!, also 1s used like English,
'T will be here!. Compare Unit 10, note 10,

L7
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Unit 6

Basic Dialogue

-A-
1 Agoo Is anybody there?
-B-
2 Amée Come 1in.
-A-
epo (pl. m-) joint, bump, knob
®ee a question marker
3 Wo mp5 mf ee? How are you%
( tYour joints' in, what about?!)
-B-
I  M& mpd m& dee bokoo. I'm fine.
~A-
edq%ﬁ what, what thing
yé to make, do
5 €dq5n na ewéqye? What are you making<
-B-
néa to boil, cook by boiling
fufio fufu
6 “M&ensa fuflo. I'm making fufu.
pe to like, be fond of, want,
seek, provide, try to get
7 Wépé fufio anfa? Do you like fufu®

L8
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-A-
pé good, much
pépaapa, pépapapa very good, very much
8 M8pe fuflio papaapa. I like fufu very much.
-B-
ampesie ampesi
s&n to surpass, pass; more
than, than
9 Mé&pe ampesie SEA fuflo. I like ampesi better than fufu.
('I like ampesi exceed fufu.!')
Notes

1. /agqq/ 18 a verbal signal to let another person know you are
approaching. /am8e/ lets you know that 1t 1s all right to enter.
If the person inside does not wish you to enter, he will probably
answer /dggbi/, 'mo'. /agqeq/ 1s also used to ask for the attention
of a group or crowd. The response /am8e/ then means 'Speak, I'm

listening!.

2. /o/ followed by /u/ becomes /o/, e.g., /mps mi/ 1s /mpd mé/,
but 1s // mpo mu/.

3. Pufu 1s boiled and mashed yams or plantains which 1s served
with soup, /qkwéﬁ/. Ampesi 1s boiled and diced yams or plantains
which 18 served with a stew, /gbomﬁu/.

i, One of the ways of forming noun plurals 1s changing &- to m~

or Ii—.
ep5 joint mpo joints

eda day nna days
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5. The progressive tenses are formed by lengthening the vowel of

the pronoun.

méy I make °m8eye I'm making

€
m&k& I speak °mSekA I'm speaking

In the regular orthography, the long vowel in the progressive
18 not written; instead A’—re-/’ls written, as 1s spoken in the
Akuapim dialect, e.g., /m8ekd/ 1s written // mereka/. An Ashanti
speaker may also say /méqué/ sometimes. The /rq—/ form 1s often

used when there 1s a noun subject, but /ee-/ 1s more common.

6. /u/ followed by vowels other than /a/ 1s short and sounds
somewhat like /w/, e.g., /md ee/.

7. /ee/, which 1s // ¢//, means 'what about'!, 'as to!, 'concerning!'
in sentences where there 1s no verb. With a verb, 1t has an adver-
bial or subordinating function. See Unit 9, note 1.

~

8. Adjectives are reduplicated for intensity, 1.e., all or some
part of the word 1s repeated. For monosyllabic stems, the most
common form is with a long middle vowel; €eLey /pépaapa/, 'very
good!.

9. The consecutive form, /é ~ é/ plus simple stem, 1s not used
after /pe/. 'I want him to go.! 1s /M&pe séé okd/, literally
'T want that he go!t.

10. To show degree of comparison corresponding to English
adjective plus '-er!' or '-est', Twi employs the verb /s&i/, 'to
move along', 'to surpass!'. If you ask a native speaker of Twi
to translate /s&fi/, he will probably say 1t means 'than'. There
are two basic constructions using /s&i/. (1) /s¥fi/ plus or minus
an object after a preceeding verb, and (2) /s&8/ with an object,
as the verb of the sentence. Compare the examples below.

/ky®f/, 'to surpass!, 'excel', 1s also used in the same way

to express comparison.
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(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

Owarq.

' -~
Owarq s &1l.

’ z
Owarq 3fn n¥ ﬁﬁq.

' ‘”u
Owarq sfn nl nVLnéa.

Eyé duru.
’ ~
Eye duru sffi.
Eyé duru s#&% bauku né.

, L~ &
Eye duru s&n nI Nylnda.

0stn nf ta pdfiyid.

‘ o diand ~'
0O8En ni fitia né WO qdesua

New words

51

He 1s tall.
He 1s taller.
He 1s taller than his brother.

He 1s the tallest.

It 18 heavy.
It 1s heavier.
It 1s heavier than the book.

It 1s the heaviest of all,

He 18 older than his brother.

( 'He surpasses his brother
in age.!')

He 1s better educated than
his brother. ('He sur-
passes his brother in

learning. ')

to be tall, long
all
heavy

adult, old person, person

of rank; old, aged

learning, study, education



UNIT 6

11. /adée/, ‘thing', plus a verb stem 1s a very productive type

of compound, 1.e., 1t can be used to form many new words, e.g.,

/adée/ plus /Sﬁé/, 'to learn!' gives /qdesﬁé/, tlearning’.

12. /yt/ has an alternate form /yo/, which 1s fairly common in

Ashanti, but /y5/ wlll not be understood by some speakers outside

the Ashanti area.

Lexical Drill A

o
-5

£4.

™ ™ ™
a2 o

-0 -0 =0 =0
o o gﬂc\

-5

(]
™ o m oM
ol 2 o
-0 -0 -0 -0
o Q [/ LIy A
S8 -8

-3

© 0V o N oV FEowonn
o™
0,
)
o
-3

™

roy
-0

o
-3

4
na 00yeR

rd

na wooy €?

na wéoxe?
na m&oxs?

' d
na wuudi?
’»
na wooton?
P s
na méoto?
rd
na oondm?
' d
na woohweR

' d
na woohwehwe®

Lexical Drill B

H
D

1

H
. ® -
=

1
2
3
L.
5
6

Rt I N T Y
H H
@ O
I

H
oD s
'_l

-
)
[0
'_l

See Unit

na
na
na
na
na

na

18

' d
oodida.
' d
woodidi.
£
mIiida.

Xéedldla
mf1da ékﬁtﬁ.

, £
wooton nsia

What

18 she doing?

What are they doing®

What are you doing?

What

are you (pl.) doing?

What are you eating?

What
What
What
What

What

Now
Now
Now
Now
Now

Now

are they selling?

are you (pl.) buying?
18 he drinking®

are they looking at®

are you searching fore

he 18 eating.

they are eating.

I am eating.

we are eating.

I am eating an orange.

they are selling palm wine.

notes 5 and 6 for discussion of secondary tones

as 1n Lexical Drall B.
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7. éfél na zéeto bankyé.

s _» ’ I ’n
8. Afe1l na 2oném segarette.

Q ”
oseram.

9. 4fé1 na wéohwe

10. éfél na méehwehws né& pén.

New words

© ’ ’ s
sqgareetq, segarete,
© rd

oseram (pl. a-)

pén (pén)

Lexical Drill C

’ L ok ot
1. oware sfn nY fiia A0,
N L
2. N& hd ye d8fi s&n niI
wd £
fitla 1io.

3. N& hé yé fe s#n nf

ﬁﬁq n&.
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We are now buying cassava.

He 18 now smoking a cigarette.

They are now looking at the moon.

I'm now looking for my pen.

to employ, use, eat,

spend, consume
to eat
to buy
to sell
to drink, smoke tobacco
to look for, search
now
orange

palm wine, alcoholaic

beverage
cigarette
moon, month

pen

He 1s taller than his brother.

He 18 stronger than his brother.

She 18 prettier than her sister.




UNIT 6 TWI

. 0Onda fufto s&n nf ﬁﬁ%

2
no.

’ L oA

5. Ope ampesie s&n ni fitia
né.

6. Ope adidiadidi sén nf

NL o~
nug no.,

7. Oyé édwﬁma sén n? ﬁﬁq
2
no.

, L L P
8. Dwo_sika s&n nI g nd.

9. Owo nnéema s&n nf nﬁq
né.

10. 0s8 s&n nf ﬁﬁq n§.

New words
fe
51ké

sb

qdldée
qdldlqdidi

adée (dée) (pl. nnéema)

5h

She cooks fufu better than

her sister.

He likes ampesie better than

his brother.

He likes to eat better than

his brother.

He works better than hais
brother.

He has more money than his
brother.

He has more things than his
brother.

He 1s bigger than his brother.

pretty, nice, beautiful
gold, money

to be big, large, much; to
reach, arrive at

use, enjoyment, benefit
enjoyment of eating a food

thing, part
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Lexical Drill D

1.

10.

M& kaa n& s& s&A wé
dée né.

(¥,
R

AR
ME& hlmi ye £0£dro s
r'd [
L dqe né.

-~ 2 ’ 1
M& hémd ye foforo stfi
£ 2
né dee no.,
’ -~ oD ~' -~
Wu akSiifilla ye dén sin

L . L
ne dqe no.

’ ~~~' ~t ~
Wu ak6fifila ye d8fh s&fl

2 ) 2
mé de€ no.

o

~ ’ ~ po
Né ain né boo ye& dén

s&1 me dqe nd.

Né aant né béo ye d&n

N& kaa né bdo ye °rfo

s&fl me dee n8.
~ ,N » ©
N& kaa né booye “fo

s mb dée n5.

- , . 2 ’ ~
ME& pensere no ye sfil

L ) ya
mo dqa no.
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My car 1is bigger than yours.

My book 18 newer than yours.

My book 1s newer than hais.

Your chair 1s stronger than

his.

Your chair 1s stronger than

mlne.

His house 1s more expensive

than mine.

His house 18 more expenisive

than ours.

His car costs less than mine.

His car costs less than yours.

My pencil 1s better than yours.
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UNIT

New words

qhémé (hém¥) (pl. quémé)

£6£oro
0dén (d4n) (pl. n-~a-)
ebéo (pl. m-)

Gf?

Lexical Drill E

1. 0d&n y{ m& sua sfi
vaak§ né.

2. Kanéa yi hyqréﬁ stA
baak8 né.

3. Okwdfl yi ye s
baak$ né.

Lo fk6ﬁﬁﬁé;yi ye fo s&i
baak8 né.

5. Nhém& yi mf ye duru

~ P
s&A baaké no.

New words in drills

emi (pl. a-)
sua

' d
eyl

baaké

56

_price; stone, pit,

skin, hide; vellum; book,
letter; leather

new, another

house, room, building

seed

cheap, plenty, plentaiful

This room 1s smaller than that

one.

This light 1s braighter than
the other one.

This road 1s better than that

one.

This chair 1s cheaper than
that one.

This book 18 heavier than
that one.

whole, entirety
to be small, few
this, these

one
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hygrf? to penetrate, get through,
shine
okwhfi (pl. n-) road, path, way
Lexical Drill F
1. Nea ewo hé na eyé fo2 Which one 1s cheaper?
2. Nea ewo h& na ezé? Which one 1s better?
[] ———
3. Nea ewod hé na ebékye? Which one will last longer?
. Nea ewo h% na eyé a&hw Which one 1s harder?
5. Nea ewo h& na ewo Which one 1s stronger?
ah&odén?
New words
kye to last, endure; divaide
separate, share
~ ’
ahSoden .strength, (literally 'body
hard!)
nea he who, that which, he whose,
where
ahd how much, how many, how long

1. Edqﬁn na wépé s€€ wudi? What would you like to eat®
2. €defn na wépé sé¢ wohwe? What would you like to see®
1 o ————— —
3. Edqﬁn na wépé sé€ woto? What would you like to buy®
. Edqﬁn na wépé sté What would you like to read®
wOKEAKAT?
5. Edqén na wép% séé wén&m? What would you like to drink?%
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Pattern Drill B

l. Mépe s€¢ midl qkwqdﬁ. I'd like to eat a banana.
2. Mépe sé¢ mEhwé Ghana. I'd 1l1ke to see the University
ﬁnivers1ty nd. of Ghana.
3. Mépe s€€ mEto mpabqé. I'd like to buy some shoes.
i. Mépe sttt mIkAf nhéma . I'd like to read a book.
5. M&pe séé méndm nsé. I'd lake to drink palm wine.
New words
k&f to count, read
kéﬁkéf to read, count
qkwqdﬁ (pl. n-) banana
mpabqé (mpébéa) shoe, pair of shoes

13. /edqéﬂ/ 1s a contraction and alternate form of /edée vés/,
'what thing'. /b&f/ 1s 'what!', 'which', 'what kind of'.

1ly. In statements if /d1/ 1s not followed by the name of some
food, 1t 1s necessary to say /dldi/ for clarity and propriety

because /mIdi/ can mean 'I eat! or 'l have sexual relations with'.

15. /éfél/ may also occur at the end of an utterance, but in
response to a question like /€dq§n na 5o0ye?/ you must use /éfél
na/ at the beginning of the response 1f /éfél/ 1s used.

16. Stative verbs like /pe/ and /wo/ have low tone. Other

monosyllabic verbs have high tone in the present tenses.

17. /sggaréétq/ 1s Jcigarette//.
/osqraﬁ/ 1s Josram/.

18. For explanation of /ampesie/ and /fufio/, see Unit 9.
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19. /f£9/ 1s // fow//.

20. /adée/ does not refer to persons. To compare persons, you
must use two nouns, e.g., 'My child 1s taller than yours', is
/M8 ba wire s&X wq ba/.

21. /baakg n&/ means 'the second one!, !'the other one!', as
opposed to the one previously mentioned.

22. Phrases, like those with /mf/, such as /o0dff yI m&/, 'the
whole of this room!, 'this room's entirety'!, are nominal phrases
and function i1n a sentence i1n the same manner as any single-stem
or compound noun. In this type of construction, the second noun
(which indicates place or location) is always high-toned and
never loses 1ts vowel. For example, /m&/ 1s always /mb/ after a
phrasal compound, but 1t may be /—ﬁ/ after a single-stem or
compound noun. See also Unit l, note 17.

Possession in nouns 1s marked by word order. The first noun
18 the possessor, the second, the possessed. If the first noun
has modifiers other than possessive pronouns, they will occur
between the two nouns, e.g., /n§ d&f n bdo/, 'his house's price!,
'the price of his house!', literally 'his structure that one seed!’.

23. /pgbms/ 1s // nhoma//. /nh8mé/ has a number of plurals:
/qg&mﬁ/, /ah8m&/, /phgmﬁ/. These are dialectal or regional
variants.

2. It 1s VERY IMPORTANT to eat only with the RIGHT hand. The
left hand 1s for toilet functions only. Do not hand another per-
son anything with the left hand. Do not wave at anyone with the
left hand.

25. Verbs have secondary tones after /na/. See Unit 18, note 5.
Conjuntions which are followed by secondary tones are also followed
vy /,/. The /,/ 18 not written in this manual, as 1in the orthog-
raphy, since 1t 1s predictable.
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Unit 7

Basic Dialogue

-A-
k5, ko to go, go away
OsétoS store
1 Méko ®sdtoo mf okyéni. I will go to the store tomorrow.
-B-
2 Wéékots dqéﬁ? What are you going to buy?%
~A-
qduqné (pl. n-) food
3 M&ekotd qduqné. I'm going to buy food.
-B-
h Aduqné bén na wéékot5? What kind of food are you going
to buy?
~A-
nsﬁo, ns1 water
enam meat, flesh
nsuomnam fish
5  M&ekots nsuommam I'm going to buy fish.
-B-

ehé (pl. e-nbm)

off (£d) (p1. gfﬁqfé)

60

where

half, piece; other saide,
other part

to sell
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6 enéré na yetéﬁ nsuormam Where do they sell good fish?
pépa?
~A-
°k ffiswe1 Kingsway super market
7 ®°kf#iswe1 na etdn nam pé. Kingsway sells good fish.
-B-
8 Na nsuomam béo ye défl Is fish expensive?
anfa?
-A-
mere cheap
9 qubi, nam né béo ye mmgre. No, fish is cheap.
Notes

1. Twi (like English) uses /ko/ 'go! as an auxiliary verb (1)
for an immediate future and (2) to express purpose. For example
MTikod1dl/ can mean either (1) 'I am going relatively soon to
eat! or (2) 'I am going for the purpose of eating'. The first
syllable of the verb following /ko/ has high tone; the other
syllables have the same tone as the present stem. The future
/médidl/, 'T will eat'!, 1s a proximate future. The 1mplication
of the proximate future 1s that the time referred to 1s more
indefinite and/or further in the future than that referred to by

an 1mmediate future. Auxiliary /ko/ 1s always in the progressive.

2. /s§tod/ 1s // store/. /quqdidéﬁ/, 'trading house!, 1s also
common. /qué/ 1s 'market', 'market place', /di qgué/ 1s tto
trade'!, 'deal in'.

3. One of the characteristics of Ashanti Twi 1s an /¢/ at the end
of many words which end in a nasal in other dialects, e.g.,

/qduqné/. Consequently, in printed texts both ,// aduan/ and
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// aduane// will occur.

L. A schwa (a sound like the second vowel in English tsofat)
usually occurs between an /m/ and an /n/, as 1n /nsuomnam/ .

5. /eh&/ and /enhérd/ can be used interchangeably.
6. /Kffiswe1l/ 1s //Kingsway//.

7. Locative nominals like /e¢h&/ and /eha/ have a distributive
plural. /eh&ndm/ means 'whereabouts', /ehandm/, 'hereabouts!',

'in this general vicinity!.
8. /of&/ has an alternate form /efk/.

Pattern Drill A

1. Méko séto5 mé okyéna. I will go to the store
tomorrow.

2. Médyr fuflio okyéna. I will eat fufu tomorrow.

3. Méto ®borodo okyéna. I will buy bread tomorrow.

li. Dbéba ha okyéna. He will come here tomorrow.

5. Obéba ha firi Kumése He will come here from Kumase
okyéni. tomorrow.

6. Wobfko Nkerdfi okyéni. They will go to Accra tomorrow.

7. Wobétu éfirl Nkerdn They wi1ill leave from Accra
okyéna. tomorrow.

8. Yebétofl yen kaa né We will sell our car tomorrow.
okyéna.
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rd Y 4
9. Yebedi nsuomnam

L
okyéna.

10. €hérd na méhd wo okyéni?

Pattern Drill B

FA I d » . 2 L ~
1. Meenko sotoo mu okyéna.

L rd 4
. M&&nni fufuo okyéng.

. M&&ntd borodo okyéni.

2
3
L. DHomma ha okyéni.
5

o~ » 4 ’ [ d
. Oomma ha mfiri Kumase

L
okyéna.

6. Wodnkd Nkerdf okyéni.

1

7. Wodmma mfiri Nkersi

£
okyéna.

2’ ’ 4 ~
8. Yeetmma wo fie okyé&na.

L td N L
9. MOomma sukuu okyéni.

10. Mé&éntumi nké okyéng.
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We will eat fish tomorrow.

Where wi1ill you be tomorrow?

('Where I will see you

tomorrow? ')

I will not go to the store
tomorrow.

I will not eat fufu tomorrow.

I will not buy bread tomorrow.

He wi1ill not come here tomorrow.

He w1ll not come here from

Kumase tomorrow.

They will not go to Accra

tomorrow.

They will not leave from Accra

tomorrow.

We won't come to your house

tomorrow.

You (pl.) won't be at school

tomorrow.

I won't be able to go tomorrow.
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Pattern Drill C

Shéfﬁ na wdoko?

Wook5 séto5 mﬁ.
Wookotd %kutﬁ WO séto5

2
mid.
r 4 I d
Wookoto gkutu WO
Lo VO
Kinswezx.

YetSﬁ nsuomam pépa.

AL ~
WO KIfiswei.
N 4 ' d

Yeton nsuomnam papa wo

ykeriﬁ.
Mifiri qurﬁﬁ.

-~ 4
MIfiri Kumasg.

Métu éfirl Kumésq.

Métu éfirl Qé.

Pattern Drill D

1.

M&ekoto fle wo
Koforidﬁq.
Méekotéé fle wo
Koforidﬁq.

- ,n I rd
Meekotoq nsuormam yi.

~ Id ’ 4
Méekofa nsuomnam yi.

~ [ 1 [ 7
Mé&ekofa niI sika amd no.

Where are they going?

They are going to the store.

They are going to buy oranges

6l

at the store.
They are going to buy oranges

at Kingsway's.

They sell good fish at

Kingway's.
They sell good fish at Accra.

I am from Accrsa.
I am from Xumasi.

I wall move from Kumasai.

I w1ll move from here.

I'm going to buy a house at
Koforidua.

I'm going to sell a house at

Koforidua.

I'm going to sell these fish.

I'm going to take these fish.

I'm going to take the money to

him.
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6. Milkogzé 51ké né émé. I'm going to leave the money
né. for him.
Te Milkogyé n wo fle. I'm going to leave her at
home.
8. eMé’ekosgré né wo fie. I'm to visit him at home.
9. Méekos¢ré mé Eapé. I'm going to visit my father.
10. Mfikoh& mé papé. I'm going to see my father.

New words
fa to take, take away, sieze,
obtain, get; up to, as far as;
by means of; about, concerning

gys to leave, quit, forsake; send
away; accompany

© 4
sera to visit; smear, grease

Question and Answer Drill A

1. quén na 6bké"k§ﬁ? What 1s he reading?
Ook&H nhgmi sa efd He 1s reading a book about
Ghana h§. Ghana.
2. Edqén fufio na WOpER What kind of fufu do they like?
Wope bqrodée fufdo. They like plaintain fufu.
3. enérd na yetéﬁ mpabqé? Where do they sell shoes?
Yet5@ mpabqé WO s§t05 They sell shoes at the store.
.
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i, Obédi nna ahé

I d rd 4
Obed1 oseram wo ha.

, - ® . . ~ 2
5. Wobekd akyere né stce
[} []
~ 4
méwo hav®
ﬁ".' L [ &
afi, mekd akyere n

N r LY I d
SEE WOWO hav

New Words

Question and Answer Drill B
1. Edqéﬁ qduqné na wépé diz

Mépe akotudie.
por Aty

2. Edgéﬁ na wépé yER
Mépe siniiko.
. s s 2 2
3. £&decfl na wope nsdndm?

- I3
Mépe ns&ndm.
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How long will he be here?
('He will consume days how

many? ')

He will spend a month here.

W1ll you tell him I am here%

Yes, I will tell him you

are here.

yam
plaintain, '!'European yam!

which, that, what, where

What do you like to eat®

I like to
(1T 1like

eat oranges.
orange-eating. ')
What do you like to do?

I like to go to the movies.
What do you like to draink?

I 1like to drink palm wine.
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i. €defn na wépé yee What do you like to do%
M&pe anansesemks. I like to tell fairy tales.

('I like spider story

tellaing.!')
c. Edgén na wépé qué? What do you like to save?
Mépe 31kék§ré. I like to save money.
Pattern Drill E
1. K& ky¢r§ nd séé ewo Tell him that 1t 1s here.
ha.
2. Bisa nb sé¢ ewo ha. Ask him 1f 1t 1s here.
3. Bisa né sé¢ oko anfa. Ask him 1f he 1s gone.
L. Egé sé¢ okd anfa. See 1f he 1s gone.
5. Hwé séé owo ha anfa. See 1f he 1s here.
6. Eﬁgﬁg sé¢ owo ha anfa% Do you know 1f he 1s here?
7. Winim nea owo? Do you know where 1t 1s8?
8. Onnim nea owo. He doesn't know where he is.
9. Onnim nega ewo. He doesn't know where 1t 1s.
10. Bisa n€ nea ewo. Ask him where 1t is.
New words
sé€ . . . anfa 1f, whether
nim to know, know how

9. /borgde/ 1s //brodoj. Another common word for bread 1is
/bééné/.

10,  MIfira Kumésq/ 1s 'I am from Kumasi', 1.e., 'Kumasi 1s my

- , , R
home town'. /MIfiri Kumase na m&eba/ 1s 'I am coming from Kumasi',
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11. If a subject has two verbs, both verbs have the negative
prefix if the sentence 1s negative, e.g., /Wééma Eflri Kumésq/,

'They won't leave from Kumasi'.

12. The negative of the present progressive 1s also the negative
of the future, e.g., /Méépké/ corresponds to both 'I am not going!'
and 'I will not go!. /Méépké/ 18 // Merenko/.

13. /sqré/ 1s // sra/.

1. Farst person plural impersonal often corresponds to English
third person plural impersonal, e.g., /YetSﬁ/, 'they sell!.
Compare Pattern Drill C, sentences 5 and 6.

15. /m&/, 'to give'!, 'cause', when the second verb with a subject
often corresponds to an English indirect object or benefactive
prepositional phrase, 1.e., 1t translates 'to', 'for', 'on the
behalf of!', 'for the benefit of!. For example, /M8ekofa n% sika
émd n8/, 'I'm going to take him the money', 'I'm going to take

the money to give /it/ to him!'.

16. You can only /sqré/, 'to visit!, a person. You /hwe/, 'to
look at!', 'observe'! a building or place. You can /hfl/, 'to see!,
'visit'!, a person, building, or place.

17. Verbs without objects are often reduplicated for clarity or
specification, e.g., /k&f/ 1s 'to read!, 'count'; /k&H phémﬁ/ 18
'to read a book!; /kéﬁkﬁﬁ/ without an object usually means !'to
read!. See Question and Answer Drill A, sentence one.

18. An English noun followed by a prepositional phrase corresponds
in Twa to a noun plus a subordinate clause, e.g., /hh5m§ aa efa
Ghana hé/, 'a book about Ghana'!, 'a book which 1s about Ghana',
literally 'book which takes hold of Ghana's self'.
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19. Habitual desires or preferences are expressed by the simple
stem following /pe/, 'to like'!. Stems ending 1n /-1/ have an
alternate form ending in /-1e/, e.g., /d1 . die/.

20. In Ghanian folklore the spider 1s a wily, crafty fellow who

nevertheless often gets the worse of a bargain or situation.

21. Compound nouns are formed in several ways. In some compounds,
the first noun has the same tone(s) as in 1solation and the second
noun has the same tone(s) as when following a possessive pronoun.
Compare Unit 6 note 22. 1In other compounds, the first noun has

all low tones and the second the same tone(s) as in isolation,

e.g., /nstom nam/ 1s /nsuomnam/.

22, /Jaa/ is JR/.
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1

2

3

Ly

5

6

7

Unit 8

Basic Dialogue

~A-
yaré
sa
oyargséféo (pl. a-)
Oyargséféo n& wo hd anfa?
~-B-
é%ﬁ, oyar¢séf§o n§ wo hs.
-C-~
amanngé (amannee)
Waménnée?
-A-
Ménté épS.
-C-
®eya
Wq h&r4 na eyt wo °yaz
A~

etl, etirr (pl. g-)
MI t1 y& mé ya.
yam

M3 yéﬁ ﬁsq yé mé ya.
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to be 111, sick
to cure
physician

Is the doctor in%

Yes, the doctor 1is in.
message, mission

What'!s the matter? Why have you

come? ('Your mission?!)

I don't feel well.

pain, ache; grief, distress
Where do you hurt? (!'Your where

half then 1s your pain%!)

head
My head hurts.
the i1nsides of the body

My stomach hurts too.
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-C-
gye to take, receive, accept,
take internally
qdﬁru (p1. n-) medicine
8 ®Gyi qdﬁru yi. Take this medicine.
Notes

1. /-fgo/, which 1s //-fo//, corresponds to English (1) '-er'
which forms agent nouns from verbs, e.g., /oyarqséféo/,
'diseasecurer!, 'physician', and (2) '-er! or '-an' meaning 'the
people of!', 'the inhabitants of!, e.g., /quréﬁféo/, 'the people
of Accra'. /-fdo/ occurs (a) with both the singular and plural
of some stems, (b) with only the plural of some stems, having
/-nl/ with the singular, and (c) with both the singular and plural,
having /-ni/ as an alternate form with the singular. This type
of noun has an /o- ~ o-/ prefix in the singular and an /a- ~ g-/
prefix in the plural. Sometimes /n-/ also occurs with the plural.
/oyaresafdo/, 'doctor!, has an alternate form /oyaresgni/.
/éyarqséféo/, tdoctors!, has an alternate form /ﬁyargséféo/.
/osafgo/, 'dancer' and /bsénl/, 'warrior'!, both have the plural

/asafgo/.

2. /eya/ 1s // eyaw/. Ashanti dialect usually has a final vowel
where Akuapim dialect hag a vowel plus /—w/, as 1in /eyéw/.

3. /Gyi qdﬁru vi/ 1s //Gye aduru yi/. Vowel harmony agreement
w1ll not be footnoted after this unit. Review vowel harmony
rules in Unit 2.
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Lexical Drall A

1.
2.
3.
k.
5.
6

-~ /4 , ~ I
M1 ti ye mée ya.
~ ,a , ~ ,
MI yam ye mé ya.
2 ’ o ~ ,
Me nsa yt& mé ya.
Mé nafl ye mé ya.
. , , ~ [
Makyl ye mé ya.

®Mabati yé mé yé.

Pattern Drill A

' d ]
Wamannqe.
I d ]
Namannege.
"Q , ¥
Moamannqs.
P d ’ 13
Won amanneg €.
p—
rd t
Xamannqe.
Words
I d
nsa
‘N
enan

qkyi

My head hurts.

My stomach hurts.

My hand hurts.

foot hurts.

My

My back hurts.

My shoulder hurts.

What's your problem?
What's his problem?

What's your (pl.) problem?
What's their problem?

What's our problem?

hand, arm
foot, leg

the back, rear; back, behind

qbétl,bqtirl (bgt1i) (pl. m-) shoulder

Pattern Drill B

Méethhwé nd.
Méehwqhwé oyareséﬁ§o n§.

Koh& oyarqséféo né.
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I see 1t.
I see him.

I'm looking for him.

I'm looking for the doctor.

Go see the doctor.
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6. Kohf ns séé op€ biribi

ada.
7. Bisa nf ste ope biribi

di.

=1y

o~ 21 ~ £
8. Bisa nd sée nd hi&rd na

~ ’,
828 ne 28..

9. Hwe stt n8 h8f& na eye

~ ,
né ya.

10. Hwé sé¢ opE nhémé ato.

New word

blrlbi

Question and Answer Drill A

1. Oyarqséf@o né wo ha?
Qgggi, oyargséféo né
nni ha.
2. €nh&r4 na oyargséféo né
Wo?
Dyargséféo nélﬂg

L ] L4
ayaresabea ho.

3. Dyareséféo n& wo obqéféo

anﬁa?
&

Aéﬁ, OWD obqéféo.
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Go see 1f he wants some-

thing to eat.

Ask him 1f he wants some-
thing to eat.

Ask him where he hurts.

See where he hurts.

See 1f he wants to buy a

book.

something, anything, nothing
(1n negative sentences)

Is the doctor in%

No, the doctor isn't in.

Where 1s the doctor?

The doctor 1s at the
hospital.
Does the doctor have an
assistant®

Yes, he has an assistant.
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10.

Edqén nti na wuukohd
ddkgta née
Milkohﬁ dékéta es1§né

,1 - ,
see méyare.

L4

Wép% sé€ mébd wQ péanqe?

"\N -~ ’ 4 Id
Agfi, mepe see wqbo m&

péanqa.

4 L © ,
Mmgfara nd “regorQ wo
s 2 2 %

sukuudan nd mi%
Dg@bi, woogoré WO

s B 2 [d
sukuuddn no akyi.

Mmqféra né rqgoré WO
agorébéa ho%

£, ’
Agn, WoogorQ wo

agorébéa ho?
,_ & £ £
DyargsafqQo nd rikohu
’ £ £
abgfara nd anda®

“N ’ ~ o~
Aafn, obehd nd.

Wq hé tq sgn nné?

~ £ I d ' d ~
Me ho ye&e nne sén

’
mera.

, 4 2 ’
Wubedi nna ahe wo ha?%

I d r'd
Medi osgram,

h

Why are you going to see the
doctor®
I'm going to see the doctor

because I am sick.

Do you want me to give you a
shot? ('You like that I
strike you needle? ')

Yes, I want you to give me
a shot.

Are the children playing in
the school building?

No, they are playing behind

the school building.

Are the children playing at
the playground®?

Yes, they are playing at

the playground.
Is the doctor going to see the
child®

Yes, he will see him.

How are you today®

I feel better today than I

did yesterday.

How long will you be here?

T will be here a month.
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New words

bea (bea) (pl. m-)
ayarqsébéa (pl. 1)

bqé
obqéféo (pl. a-)
ddkegta
" \
esidne

bo

paanee (pl. m-)
bo. . .péange
gorq, goru
agorébéa
nti

edqén nt{

Lexical Drill B

1.

- ] ’, .
Mepe se€ wq na wQka

F 2N
kaa nod.

Mdpe séé on na ok#

Y
kaa no.

21 p £
Wope s€e ond na ok&
NopE

F LY
kaa nd.

Wope nhﬁmékygréw.

Yepe nthékyqréw.
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place; manner

hospital, clinic, doctor's
office

to help

helper, assistant

doctor

because, on account of

to strike, hit, come 1in
contact with; break, destroy;
shoot

needle

to give a shot of medicine

to play

place to play, playground

therefore, because

why

I want YOU to drive the car.

I want HIM to drive the car.

They want HIM to drive the
car.

They like to write letters.

We like to write letters.



UNIT 8

TWI

Yepe kaak&.
Ope kaald.
Ope kaa aki.

Mepe kaa aka.

M8pe fufuo adi.

Lexical Draill C

10.

MItuml k& 15ré.

Méntuml pké 1ore.
Mé&ntuml gks nnt.
Wontumi pks nne.

Wontum?l nté WO mfi ha.

Oyaréfqo né nté WQ mfil

ha.
, 2 ’
JDyargfQo nC pe biribi

ékénkéﬁ.

eObarémé né pe biribi

ékénkéﬁ.
Dbarémé n8 behd obaa

né okxéna.
Ayaréfqo hw§f95 né

~ 4 p 2
béhidl obaa né okyena.

New words

ayaréfqoo (pl. a-)

nwéfgo (pl. a-)
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We like to drive a car.

He likes to draive a car.

He wants a car to draive.

I want a car to drive.

I want some fufu to eat.

I am able to drive a car.

I can't drive a car.

I can't go today.
They can't go today.

They can't hear you from here.

The patient can't hear you

from here.

The patient wants something to

read.

The man wants something to

read.

The man will see the woman

tomorrow.

The nurse will see the woman

tomorrow.

patient, sick person, invalid

caretaker, supervisor
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ayaréfqo hwéfqo (pl. fi-) nurse
obarémé (pl. m-) man, male
obaa (pl. m-) woman, female

Pattern Drill C

1. T»o Buy 1t.

2. T5 nd. Buy him.

3. TS Egé. Buy that one.
L. TS bi. Buy some.

5. TS m& md. Buy 1t for me.

Pattern Drill D

1. MTpe bi. I want some.

2. M& m¢ bi. Give me some

3. Fa m& mé. Give 1t to me.

L. Pa end m& ms. Give me that one.

5. T5 end m& mé. Buy that one for me.

L. Object pronouns have low tone unless emphatic. Singular
object pronouns at conversation speed sometimes occur with only
their consonant, 1.e., /m&, wo, né/ may be low-toned verb suffixes

/-m, -w, -n/.

5. /bqé/, 'place!, corresponds to English '-ry!, place where,
e.8., /ayarqsébéa/, Iplace where curing 1s done!, 'hospital!,
'clinic't.

rd ’ 1
/bea/, also means manner, as in /nkerabea/, 'fate!, 'destiny!,

17
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'manner of death!, from /kéra/, 'to take leave of'!, 'bid farewell

tofl.
6. /goro/ 1s usually //goru/. In Akuapim 1t 1s /goru/.

7. To make the pronoun subject of a verb emphatic, an emphatic
pronoun plus /na/ comes before the verb. The verb still has 1ts
pronoun subject prefix, e.g., /on§ na ok&/, 'HE drives!'. The

emphatic pronouns are:

Id
mé yen
d
w§ né
£ ,
ono won
ené ené

If a noun subject 1s emphatic, 1t 1s followed by /na/ and
the verb has a pronoun subject prefix, singular or plural corre-

sponding to the emphatic noun.
8. /ayargfqo hwéfqo/ also occurs as /ayarghwéfqQo/.

9. /obarémé/ 1s // obarima// and 1s often /obaémé/. /obarémé/,
'the male of the species', 1s used to form compound nouns, e.g.,
/bﬁﬁ%bérqmé/, 'male sibling', 'brother!, and /obabarema/, 'male

child', 'son'!.

10. /obaa/ 1s /obéa/ in Akuapim dialect. /obaa/ 1s also used in
compound nouns and means 'the female of the species. Compare

note 9.
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Unat 9

Basic Dialogue

-A-
®Wakodidl anfa®

-B-
O, o~ ’n
MInnidiaiye.

-A-
enérd na yénkodidi?

-B-
M(&) yegké m? fle.

-A-

L s N ’1 ’ ’
€decil na wope SEE wudili nnew
~-B-
Id
nnera
~ 4 ’
MIdii ampesie nnera.,
4
enti

Ent: m(&) yenni fuflo nné.

~A-
M(&) yeqké éfél.
-B-
I3
Yoo, m(&) yenko.
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Have you gone to eat yet®

I haven't eaten yet.

Where shall we go to eat?
(Where should we go to eat?)

Let's go to my house.

What would you like to eat today®

yesterday
I ate ampesi yesterday.
therefore

So let's eat fufu today.

Let's go now.

yes, 0.K.

0.K., let's go.
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Notes

1. The transitive positive past tense 1s marked by the doubling
(or lengthening) of the last vowel, semi-vowel, or nasal, e.g.,
/htu/, 'saw! (from /hii/), /taaa/, 'chased' (from /taa/), /buée/,
topened!, 'undid! (from /bud/), /téqﬁ/, 'sold! (from /t5ﬁ/),
/kyqréwﬁ/, twrote ! (from /kygréw/).

The tone of the positive past tense ending 18 low, and the
tone of final stem vowel 18 high except as given below. (1) Mon-
osyllabic stems have a low stem 1f followed by an object. (2)
Verbs of motion and /hfl/, 'to see!, have a low stem vowel with
and without a following object. An intransitive suffix /~y/ 1s
added 1f there 18 no verb object, and a temporal adverbial suffix
/-¢/ also occurs after /-y/. But some verbs never occur without
an expressed object. /-y&¢/ 1s a freely alternating form of /-y/
for some (especially younger) speakers, but many speakers use
/~ye/ only in temporal clauses, e.g., /m8baay/, 'I came', and
/m8baaye/, 'when I came!, are kept distinct by many persons, but
other use both forms in either sense. /-y/ 1s J-e/ after lax
vowels and /-1/ after tense vowels, e.g., fmebaes, 'I come!, and
/mebaee/, 'when I came'. (3) See Unit 18, note 5 for past tense
secondary tones.

With verbs stems ending in nasals and semivowels, some (es-
pecially younger) speakers have a long nasal or semivowel in the
intransitive just as in the transitive, but many speakers have
/-ey/ and /-eye/ with this type of stem, e.g., /méténéy/, '
bought 1t (or some), /méténéye/, 'when I bought 1t (or some)'.
These endings are j-ee/ and [/-eeg/.

It 18 often necessary to supply impersonal pronoun Objects

in English when translating Twi intransitive verbs, such as, T'it!,
LAY
tone!, 'some', 'any', or 'none', e.g., /métooy,/, 'I bought 1t',

or !'I bought some'’.

2. The affirmative perfect tense 1s marked by a low-tone /a-

%-/ prefix to the first verb of a subject plus high tone on the

first syllable of the verb. Succeeding syllables of the verb
80
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are all high except the last which is low. But in the second
person, a contracted form usually occurs, e.g., /wﬁ%kédidi/ 1s
replaced by /wékadld{/ and 1s pwoakodidi/. Contracted forms occur
in other persons, but there 1s no tone change in the first and
third persons. In the orthography, the uncontracted form 1s used
except in the first person singular.

maks fmako// I have gone yakd fyeako// we have gone

wako fhoakoy/  you have gone mako fmoako/  you have gone

waks Sfwako/  he, she, 1t wakd {ﬁoako/’ they have gone
has gone Compare note 15

akd Jako/ 1t has gone akd Jhko// they have gone

3. The past negative 1s the perfect affirmative plus a low-tone
nasal before the stem, e.g., /mfnnidiiye/, which 1s Jfminnidiie/.
means !'I haven't eaten! and NOT 'T didn't eat.!

The perfect negative 1s the past affirmative plus a low-tone
nasal before the stem, e.g., /maqké/ means I didn't go', and NOT
'T haven't gone'!. The perfect negative has all the transitive
and intransitive forms parallel to those of the past affirmative.

See note 1.

li. The subjunctive affirmative 1s marked by a low-tone homor-
ganic nasal prefix plus a high tone on the first syllable of the
verb., Succeeding syllables have their simple-stem tones, e.g.,
/yeqkédidi/, 'we should go eat!.

Pattern Drill A

1. M(&) yeqké. Let's go.

2. M(&) yennidi. Let's eat.

3. M(&) yenkd fie. Let's go home.
he M(&) yegké éfél. Let!s go now.
5. M(&) yeftfiyina. Let's stop.

6. M(&) eyentéré fse. Let's sit down.

Pattern Drill B

1. M& nb qks. Let him go. Have him go.

2. M& won nkd. Let them go. Have them go.
V' d . »

3. M& obarema né nko. Let the man go.
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li. M& obaa n nko.

5. M& abofara né nkd.

6. M& akwadad né pkd.

Pattern Drall C
1. ®emm yénks.
2. €mmb zéﬁnldi.

3. €mmé yénkd rie.
i, Eemm& yépkd 4rea.
5
6

L 2N, ’
. Emma yenriyina.

. Emm# yéﬁtgré dse.

Pattern Drill D

. Emm& né nké.

L ’
. Emma woR gko.

L T L I
. Emma obarema nd nko.

. Emm# abqféra né nké.

»

1
2
3
. Emm& obda né nkd.
5
6. €mmé akwadad né nkd.

New words

gyina

etqrﬁ, tgné
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Let the woman go.
Let the child go.

Let the infant go.

Let's not go.
Let's not eat.
Let!'s not go home.
Let'!'s not go now.
Let's not stop.

Let's not sit down.

Don't let him go.

Don't let them go.
Don't let the man go.
Don't let the woman go.
Don't let the child go.

Don't let the infant go.

to stop, stand, rest, come to a
standing or upraight position

to sit, live, stay
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Pattern Drill E

9.

4 Nl;v ’
Meékoo quran nnera.
' d r'd
Obaa ha nnera.
~ ~ ~ '
MTIhdu ndé nnera.

Yetoo mpabqé nnéra.

. ’a ~ »
Méhwehwse nd nnera.

Wétonﬁ nkék5 méra.

~ L s 2 ’
Womda mI sika no nnera.

Méde biribl beréé WQ

,
nmera.

~t ~ 4
M&de nd baa nnera,

10. Médq né koo nnéra.

Pattern Drill F

1

2.
3.
Ly

5.

4 ~ ,
Manko Nk@r@n nnera.
I d » rd
Wamma ha nnera.

L ’
Mgggu nd nnera.

() L4 ’ ,
Yanto mpaboa nnera.

©, ' » ~ Id
Manhwehwé nd nnera.

Wantdn nkdke nnéra.
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I went to Accra yesterday.

He came here yesterday.

I saw him yesterday.

We bought some shoes yesterday.

You (pl.) looked for him.
yesterday.

You sold some chickens
yesterday.

They gave me the money
yesterday.

I brought you something
yesterday.

I brought him yesterday.

i sent him away yesterday.

I didn't go to Accra yesterday.

He didn't come here yesterday.

I didn't see him yesterday.

We didn't buy any shoes
yesterday.

You (pl.) didn't look for him
yesterday.

You didn't sell any chickens

yesterdey.
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T ®wamma mf s1kd né They didn't give me the money
nnéra. yesterday.
‘8. Mamfa biribl éﬁm@re WO I didn't bring you anything
nnéra. yesterday.
9. Mamfd nd amma nnera. I dadn't bring him yesterday.
10. Mamfa nd apko nnéra. I didn't send him away
yesterday.

New words

akéké (pl. »-) chicken

de to have, ownj; cause, make,
force

bqré to bring something to a
person

dg...ba to bring a person

dg...ko to send away, cause to go

Pattern Drill G

1. Makd sétos m dedgw. I have already gone to the
store.

2. quéhﬁ d5kéta dedaw. I've already gone to see the
doctor.

3. Mgd{ anopéqdﬁané dedaw. I've already eaten breakfast.

L. Wad{ eﬁimﬁadﬁqné dedaw. He has already eaten lunch.

L4 -V L4 . L4
5. Wadi afwummereaduane They have already eaten dinner.

dedqw.
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UNIT

10.

25 . £
Wanda nam no dedgw.

Waba dedaw.
Yakosera okyerekyerenl

£
nd ded%w.

me»

4 ~ Id . 2N
Wakyere nd akyerew

2 ,
1

rd . "
lakyere mi ofie no dedaw.

Pattern Dri1ll H

1.

~ N\ rd L) ‘
Mepkoo sqtoo mi €¢€.

M&nkohdu doketa ee.

~ N I d . L4
Minnii anopaaduane €e¢.

N v ~ . ’
Onnii ewimtaduane E€e€.

N ~V ’ . ’
Wonnil afiwummereaduane €e.

-’ I d FA
Wonn8aa nam nC €e&.

N
Woomaaxe.

I d \ td A
Yenkoseraa okyerekyereni

4
no €eg.
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They have already cooked the

meat.,

They have already come.

We have already gone to
visit the teacher.

You have already taught him
to write.

You have already shown me
the house.

I haven't gone to the store

yet.

I haven't gone to see the

doctor yet.
I haven't eaten breakfast yet.
He hasn't eaten lunch yet.
They haven't eaten dinner yet.

They haven't cooked the
meat yet.

They haven't come yet.

We haven't gone to visit

the teacher yet.
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9. Wéﬁkyqréé né akyqréﬁ You haven't taught him to
EE. read yet.

10. Mgﬁkyeréé m& ofle né You haven'!t shown me the
€E. house yet.

New words

anopéqdﬁqné breakfast

ewig, awig sunshine; noon, late forenoon,
and early afternoon

eﬁléqdﬁqnq lunch, noon meal

gﬁﬁumméreqdﬁqné supper, evening meal

7. /ter&/ 1s // tra/.

8. The third person imperative, 1.e., the form meaning 'to have
someone have someone else do something' i1is marked by the causative
/m&/ at the beginning of the sentence and a low-tone nasal prefix
on the verb plus a high tone on the last syllable of the verb,

e.g., /m& nS pk5/, 'Have him go', or 'Let him go'.

9. The negative cohortative 1s marked by the negative of /md/ plus
a high tone on /y&/, a low tone on the nasal prefix, and a high
tone on the last syllable of the verb, e.g., /Emmf yénkd/, 'Let's
not go'. /emm&/ 1s sometimes /mm&/ and 1s // mma//.

10. /figyina/ 1s /fifiyina/. Compare Unit 3, note 12.

11. Note CAREFULLY that the past negative looks like a perfect
positive plus a negative prefix and that the perfect negative

looks like a past positive plus a negative prefix.

12. The perfect negative has a low tone on the last syllable
and a high on the next to last. Other syllables are the same

tone as i1n the present.
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13. /de/ has a suppletive negative /mfa/, which 1s the negative

of /fa/, 'take'!. The verb after /mfa/ 1s in the consecutive form,
EeLoy /Mamfé biribi éﬁmqre wo nnéra/, 'T didn't bring you anything
yesterday!'!, 'I didn't take anything to bring to you yesterday'.

1. Vowel harmony does not usually influence more than one vowel
across word boundaries or across stem boundaries 1n a nominal
compound where there 1is more than one stem. For example, the

» LY rd 4 . »
usual form 1s /anopaaduang/; one will seldom hear /anopaaduane/.

15. In fast speech 1t 1s often impossible to tell the third
person plural perfect from the third person singular because the
(0~ ~ 0~) of the plural pronoun may be elided; /wo%di/ alternates
with /wqd{/, 'they have eaten'!. If context does not indicate
clearly whether the subject i1s plural or singular, /wén né/ 1is
used, €.g., /won né gdi/.

16. /qﬁﬁummedﬁéné/, 'supper! also occurs.

v » I d
/ew1§ mt qduqnq/, Tunch', 'noon meal! 1s also common.

17, The Twi dictionary still uses the symbol 'y!'; consequently,
words like /%ﬁiummérq/, levening', and /Egé/, 'o1l!', w1ll have to
be looked up under fy/. In the dictionary /4// follows /n//. The
revised orthography no longer uses this symbol. The glossary at
the end of this manual does not use ',

18. /fa/, 'to take! occurs with both a high and a low stem

vowel in the simple present, 1.e., some speakers say /m8fa/,
others /m&fa/.
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UNIT

10

Unit 10

Basic Dialogue

~A-
M&koo Nkerin nnéra.
-B-
w5k5yéé de iR
1 1
~A-
nt&mé
M&too ntam&.
-B-
' d
nsosQ
’ 2 ’ ’ ]
€dee bén nsoso na WOyeew
-A-

MEkooye s€€ mTkoht

4 []
oyaresafoo.
se
1

Dyarqséféo n& sé méqkoda.
, e - \
Edqén nti na “wenkodaaye®

2 1
3eesel

~ ’ , ) 1
Mfiko fie seesei.
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I went to Accra yesterday.

What did you go to do%

clothes, Ghanian dress

I bought some clcthes.

also, else

What else did you dow%

I went especially to see the
doctor.

to say

The doctor said I should go to
bed.

Why haven't you gone to bed?

until now, as yet, still

I™'m on my way home now.
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Notes

1. Verbs of motion have objects. In the sentence /Mékoo quréﬁ/,
'I went to Accra', /Nkerdfi/ 1s the object of the verb /ko/.

2. /ko/ plus the consecutive form 1s one way of expressing pur-
puse, e.g., /m8koo ahd nd/, 'I want to see him'. To express
emphatic purpose /séé/ plus another /ko/ with a subject 1s used,
e.g., /M8kooye s£¢ mikohtt n3/, '1 went purposely to see him!'.
Note that the first /ko/ 1s intransitive and adverbial. See
note 5.

The consecutive form does not occur after the habitual present,
but /m&koo kohfi n6/, 'I go to see him (regularly)'.

3. When /se/, 'to say', 1s used to quote or relate instructions,
1t 1s followed by the subjunctive, e.g., /Osé ménké/, 'He said I
should go!, /Dsé méﬁké/, 'He said I shouldn't go'.

L. /séései/ indicates that the verb refers to a particular time
segment. With the present or simple verb, 1t means 'right now!,
or 'in the act of!, e.g., /MI1ké fle séésié/, 'I am in the act of

going home right nowt,

Grammatical Drill A

Change to past positaive.

1. Yeko. Yekooy.
2. oné. Ohtuy.

3. MTdidi. Mfdi1dily.
L. Woye. woyee.

5. Wotéﬁ. Wotonee.
6. Mblsa. M&bisaay.
7. Oba. Obaay.

8. M&hwe. Mé&hwee.,
9. MEt5. MEtooy.
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10

10. Wonda.
11. Yefa
12. Oyerew.
13. Woda.
1. Wok&.
15. Osﬁé.
16. M&ném.
17. Wokoh®.
18. Mégyé.
19. Ofgré.
20. Om#.

Grammatical Drill B
Change to past positive.
~ ld £ 4

1. M&sera me papa.

~ [ 2 ’
Mesqraa me papa.

2. oh& ms.
Ohtiu mé&.
3. Oba behd mé.
Obaa behfu m&.
. Oba séé obehd ms.
Obaaye sé¢ obehd mg.
5. M&ton ntamé.
MEtonn nt&mé.
6. MIbisa né.

~ ’n
Mfbisaa nb,
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Wonéaéy.
Yefaay.
Okyqréwé.
Wédaéy.
Wokéday.
Osﬁééy.
Mé&ndmee.

Wokohﬁﬁy.

I visit my father.
I visited my father,
He sees me.
He saw me.
He comes to see me.
He came to see me.
He comes purposely to see me.
He came purposely to see me.
I sell clothes.
I sold clothes.
I ask him.

I asked him.
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10.

0t5 gkuti.
Dtoo gkutﬁ.

M&de gkutl beré ns.
Mede %kutﬁ b@réé nd.

Wabué phéma né.
Wubdée qhémé né.

Oba ebsgyé qhémé.

Obaaye begyéé qhgmi.

Lexical Drill A

M&koo Nkerin nnéra.

M&too kaa féférqﬁwo

quvén nnéra.
M&8too kaa féférq mia

me re.

Mato kaa féférq amd mé

yér@.
Matd kaa méfirl né
Watd kéa gfiry né
iy &1,

rd PR » LY
Waba see obeto kaa

L £ B e

gfiri ne fikyen.

[ d ’1 » 2
Waba see obeto ntama

, N ~ d
amd ne ba.
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He buys oranges.
He bought oranges.
I bring him an orange.
I brought him an orange.
You open the book.
You opened the book.
He comes to get the book.

He came to get the book.

I went to Accra yesterday.

I bought a new car at Accra
yesterday.

I bought a new car for my
wife.

I have bought another car for
my wife.

I have bought a car from him.

She has bought a car from him.

She has come purposely to buy
a car from him.
She has come especially to buy

clothes for her child.
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@8, 28 , -~ L2 2 N
G. "HEebia obeto ntadma amé

10. Keébla obéto aksARda
0 S

P Y 4
né ba.

»

I d
fie.

New words

£OF

-0 -

ro
1
o £
fikyen
A T AY

eeblq

Lexical Drill B

Te

~ L ~ 21\ 1 ~ ~
Metog mé&é kookoo m& nd.

~ L -~ ’1 1 £ ~
Méeton mé kookoo ama ndb.
———y

Y

RN ~ I
Méetoq mY fie aa ewo

Nkersn n&.

~ I'd LY ‘ L “ Y
Méekoseraa ml nlla nd aa

~F ‘

WO ngran no,

~r ' N ‘: Al
Maekosqraa mI nta né

’ Iy o
mmer(e) aa na méwo

Nkerén.
s dhmhatdodth

Mikohfd ddketa n mmer(e)

™ - 2
aa na mewo ﬁquan no.
~ AN ’o N é
MIkohiu dokqta n
» . r 2N [ 4
es(1)ane s&e na

'd
méyare.
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She may buy clothes for her
child.
Maybe she will buy some chairs

for the house.

new, another
side; from, apart, by, near

perhaps, maybe

I sell my cocoa to him.
I'm selling my cocoa to him.

I'm selling my house at Accra.

I visited my brother who i1s at
Accra.
I visited my brother when I

was 1n Accra.

o

went to see the doctor when
I was in Accra.
I went to see the doctor

because I was sick.



BASIC COURSE UNIT 10

8. Meteria fle ésiane ste I stayed home because I was
na méyaré. sick.

9. Métqrgé fle kosi séé I stayed home until he came.
obaaye.

10. Métwenn kos1 séé obaaye. I waited until he came.

New words

kookds, (kdokod) cocoa

abérq (pl. m=) time

mmére aa when, (time that)
é31§nq because, on account of
kos1 until, up to

twen to wait

Lexical Draill C

1. 0k s§t05 mi. He 1s gone to the store.
2. Waba firi s¢too mf. He has come back from the
store.
3. Waba firi Koforidua. He has come back from
Koforidua.
. Mas&& aba Kofor{dﬁq. I have returned to Koforidua.
5. Mas&X aba r@begyé né I have returned to get my
hémé né. book,
6. §2£i rgbegyeg mé& héma Kofi has come to get my book.
né.
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T Kof1l éhwéhwé WQ da mé Kofi1i has been looking for you
zi ﬁzinﬁé. all day.

8. fmma éhwéhwé wQ da mf Amma has been looking for you
yi ﬁyinﬁ&. all day.

9. Lmma sﬁéé quoqu5 WO Amma studied English in Ghana.
Ghana.

10. edgén nti na wﬁsﬁgé Why did you study English in

Borofoki wo Ghdna.

Lexical Drill D

1.

4

Oyar§séféo n& S¢
mé@koda.
Dyarqséféo né sé

23 V 2 IR N rd
ese gee ofa aduru yi.

Oyarehwéféo né sé

gs€ sEE ofa édﬁru yi.
Dyarghwéféo n& sé

Smfa édﬁru yi.

N& bdafdo né sé omfa

édﬁru yi.
N& bgafgo né baa behdu
no.

Akyerekyér%féo n§ baa

behfu ns.
Akygrskyér%féo né baaye

P £ ~
see wobehi nb.

oL

Ghana?

The doctor said I should go to
bed.

The doctor said 1t 1s necessary

for him to take this medicine.

The nurse said he has to
take this medicine.

The doctor said he should take
this medicine.

His assistant said he should
take the medicaine.

His assistant came to see him.

The teachers came to see him.

The teachers were here pur-

posely to see him.
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9. Mé Eapé baaye sE€ My father came especially to

obehf né. see him,

10. M& papé fira Aménéka My father 1s back from America
ébé, na owo Kumésq. and he 1s at Kumasi.

11. Mmf nﬁgbar§mé nd firi My brother 1s back from America
Améréka 4ba na owo and he 1s at Kumaszi.
Kumésg.

12. m# nﬁ§barqmé n§ fira My brother has already come
Améréka ébé, na owo back from America and he 1is
Kumase selsel. (1iving) at Xumasi now.

5. /be- ~ be-/, 'come in order to!, 'come for!, 1s used to form
compound verbs, e.g., /mébegyé/, 'I come to get'. /be-/ express-
ing purpose has a low tone unless preceded by a perfect prefix
/a-/, then 1t has high tone. /bé-/ indicating future 1s always
high and 1s followed by a high.

/ba/, 'come! may precede a compund verb beginning with the
/be-/ of purpose, e.g., /Oba behd m&/, 'He comes to see me'. If
/sé¢/ occurs between /ba/ and /be-/, the verb with /be-/ also has
a subject and the meaning 1s emphatic, e.g., /Obaaye se¢ obeh m&/,
'He comes purposely or especially to see me!. Compare note 2.

/be- ~ be-/ also 18 used to express 1ingressive aspect, 1.e.,
'about to', e.g., /milbedidl/, 'T am about to eat'. Ingressive
/be- ~ pe-/ occurs only with the progressive form of the verb.
/be- ~ be-/ expressing purpose occurs with the habitual or simple
form of the verb.

/be-/ 18 usually pbe/, e.g., /mébegyé/ 18 /mebegye/.
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6. /ko/ also means, 'to go with!', 'match', tsuit', as /ﬁébié
obéto akoﬁgué ako fie/, 'Maybe she will buy some chairs to go with
the house'!, 1.e., chairs which will go well with the furnishings
already in the house.

1. In a sentence like that in Lexical Drill A, sentence 5, where
there 1s an object after the first verb, the consecutive form has

a high tone prefix and may also have a first person singular pro-

noun prefix. See also Unit 5, note L.

8. /éébié/ 18 /kbia//. /65b£%ﬁﬁ 'perhaps', 'maybe!, also corre-
sponds to English 'may!', e.g., /éébié obéto/, translates 'Maybe she
will buy!'! or 'She may buy'.

9. Stative verbs, 1.e., verbs which refer to a state or condi-
tion, are usually not inflected for tense. A number of suppletive
forms or periphrastic constructions are employed. Compare Unit 5,
note 13.

Past time may be indicated in a stative verb by putting /na/
at the beginning of the sentence or immediately after the conjunc-
tion 1f the stative verb occurs with other than the first grammat-
1cal subject of the sentence. If past time 1s clear from context
/na/ does not always occur. See Lexical Drill B, sentences 5, 6,
7, and 8 for examples of the stative verbs /wo/ and /yare/. See
also Unit 11, note 10.

/na/ 1s also used with the progressive aspect to indicate both
past and future. Context has to tell whether /né méekots/ 1s 'T
was going to buy! or 'I will be going to buy!.

/na/ occur at the beginning of a sentence before any simple
present verb and means 'used to!,

10. /Amér%ka/ 1s // Amerika//
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Unait 11

Basic Dialogue

~A-
we
enérd na yewéé wQ?
-B-
Yewéé mé wo Kumésq.
-A-
afe (pl. mfie)
ahé
Mfle éhé na wédl?
-B-
qduasé
M@di mfle qduqsg.
~A-
qdwﬁma (édwﬁma) (pl.
Aftvima )
Edggﬁ édwﬁma na wéys?
~B-
abfi (Ab&H) (pl. m-)

L)
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to beget, give birth to

Where were you born?

I was born at Kumase.

year
how many, how much
How old are you? ('Years how

many then you have used up?!')

thirty

I'm thirty years old.

work, occupation

What's your occupation? ('What

kind work then you do% ')

a large or strong building,
the government

I work for the government.
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7

8

te
Ehéfg na wété?

Mete Tamalg.

Grammatical Drill A

to live, dwell

Where do you live?%

1 live at Tamale.

Change to perfect positive.

1. Yek3.
2. onf.

3. Mfdidi.
L. Wéye.
5. Wotéﬁ.
6. M#bisa.
7. DOba.

8. M&hwe
9. M&ts.
10. Wonba.

11. Yefa.

12. Okyeréw.
13. Woda.
1. Wok&.
15. 0Osd3.
16. M&ném.

17. Wukohd

Yaks.
thﬁ.
Madidi.
Wéy%.
watéﬁ
Mébisé.
Waba.
Mahwe.
Matd.
Wan&a
Yafa.
Wakyéreﬁ.
wada.
Wak&
w%sﬁq.
Manm.

Wakoht
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18.

19.
20.

Méqu.
Ofert.

L
oma .

Question and Answer Drill A

1.

D& bfn na WOWQQ WQ?
Wowgq m¥ Efieda.
€hé8rd na wote greie
M&te Tamalg éfél.
quén nti wéko kohtiu

ddketar
M8ko kohifu ddketa

~? S ,1 I'd
esigne se€ na

,
m&yare.
yd d rd ~ 4 LY
Sdgﬁn nti woséfl baaye?
’ 1
€

MEs&R baaye

m¥1behd WQ .

ﬁb F Y
€hefd na yewQo wq?

YewqQ m& wo Kumésg

, i
ayaresabea.

enérd na yewqQe nd®
Yewéé né wo

L | Y
ayaresabea aa EwWO

U4

Kuma g

99

Magye
Wafére.

2
Wamsa.

What day were you born?
I was born on Fraday.
Where are you living now?
I'm living at Tamale now.

Why did you go see the doctor?

I went to see the doctor

because I was sick.

Why did you come back?

I came back to see you.

Where were you born?
I was born at Kumase
hospital.
Where was he born?
He was born at the hospital

in Kumase.
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TWI

10.

Mfie éhé na woQ ba, qdi?
M& b adi ard.
L. L , s 0
€hefd na woye gdwuma?
T A
M&ye gdwuma wWo
Tékargdi.
Woyes gdwima mdand?
Lo . . ”
Aafi, meyee qdwﬁma méa
nd.
Mfie ah§ widl wo ha?

Madi afé WO hé.

Lexical Drill A

1.

I L n Id
Na m& nail ye m& ya
’
nnera.

- £~
Opiraa n& nin nnera.

" ‘N ‘
Opiraa n& nail ansa na

-~ Y 4 4
miibedu ho.

[ d 4 £
Na owo ho ansf na

m¥1bedd hd.

~.

rd r
nim s na owo ho.

My
Me

M

H

~

nim s

M
M=

M

B

rd
owo ho.
4
owo ho.

Dsé

Y d
Ose

»

WOowWo ho.
’ ~ al ’
Na mI¥nim s€€ wowo ho.

Id ~ ’ ’
Na minim se€e owo ho.
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How o0ld 1s your child?
My child 1is a year old.
Where do you work?
I work at Takoradi.
Did you use to work for him?

Yes, I used to work for him.

How long have you been here?

I have been here a year.

My leg hurt yesterday.

He hurt his leg yesterday.
He hurt his leg before I
arrived.

He was there before I arrived.

I know that he was there.
I know he 18 there.

He said he was there.

He sai1id they were there.
I know they were there.

I know he was there.
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11

New words

' d
pira

P
ansa

£
ansd na

du, duru

Pattern Drill A

1
2
3
L
5

I d Y AV Y
quldl gwie.

LA

‘IN ~
Makenkan awie.

Makyérew éﬁie.

L4 L d [ Y
Maye gdwuma

Masﬁg

Pw N

PN

édé awie.

Pattern Drill B

1.
2.
3.
L
5

z

qdldi.
ak8RkAT.

akygréw.

o qdwﬁmaye.

gdesﬁé.

Pattern Drill C

Osé
Osé
Dsé
Dsé

rd
Ose

£
memmara.

~ ’
memma. .

ménto bi.
ménnto bi.
mégko f{e.

awle.
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to 1njure, be 1injured

first, at first, meanwhile

before (1in time)

to descend, arrive

H

-

H H H H H

He
He
He
He

He

have
have
have
have

have

have
have
have
have

have

finished eating.
finished reading.
finished writing.
finished working.

finished studying.

finished eating

finished reading.
finished wraiting.
finished working.

finished studying.

said I should come.

sa1d I shouldn't come.

sa1d I should buy some.

said I shouldn't buy any.

sai1d I should go home.
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10.

Osé megké fie.
Osé ménsﬁg.
Osé m&nsiia.
Osé mégkoda.
Osé mégkodé.

Question and Answer Drill B

1.

Bérg édﬁ?

anbi, bére nnﬁﬁye.

[ B Y ' 4

Na wQye sukuuni wo
&N

Ghana?

, » ~o P
Daabi, na menye

N P d ' LY
sukuuni wo Ghana.
, 2 , ~ ’
Mfie ahe na watqna ha®

Maténd ha fira

mmér{e)

88 yeEWoo mé.

€hé na nd w§w5 Ghana?
Na méwo Nsawam.
Mmér¢ bén na né wéwS
Kumésq?
N& méwo Kumésq
Kwasieda.
ené na wote®
€ha na wote.
Wéwié gdwﬁmaye?

Mf1bew1é édwﬁmayé.
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He said I shouldn't go home.

He saizd I should learn it.
He said I shouldn't learn 1it.
He said I should go to bed.

He saizd I should not go to bed.

Is 1t time®
No, 1t 1sn't time yet.

Were you a student in Ghana?

No, 1 wasn't a student in
Ghana.
How long have you lived here?
I have lived here since I
was born.
Where were you in Ghana?
I was at Nsawam.

When were you in Kumasai®

I was 1n Kumasi Sunday.

Where do they lave?®
Here /1s where/ they live.
Have you finished working?

I am about to finish working.



BASIC COURSE

UNIT 11

8. €nérd na ote éfél?
Fie yi mf na oteg éfél.
9. Héna na qbﬁe béégq né?
MInnfm nea obuée béég@
£
no.
, L ,
10. Mmegreg bfn na oterfa ha?

Ot¢r§§ ha né

I'd .
mmofaraase.

New words

ehdna (pl. -ndm)
F LY

ba@gq

mm?féraasé

Notes

l.

Where does he live now?
This 1s the house where he
lives now.
Who has opened the bag?
I don't know who opened the
bag.
When did he live here?
He lived here during his

childhood.

who, whom, whose
bag, sack, briefcase

childhood

One of the names which every Akan child receives corresponds

to the name of the day of the week he was born on.

Day
Sunday qusieda
Monday Dwé5da
Tuesday Be¢nada
Wednesday Wukuoda
Thursday Yawoda
Friday Fleda
Saturday Méménqda
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Male Female
qusi Akésuq
Kwadwé Adwéé
Kwabqné Ab@naa
Kugldh s
Yaw Yaa
Kof1l AfG8
Kwémé Kmma



UNIT 11 TWI

2. The third person plural 1s also sometimes used with a passive
meaning, €.g., /ﬁowqq m&/, 'I was born', literally, 'they bore
me'. Compare Unit 5, note 8 and Unit 7, note 1k.

3. /owo ayarqsébéa da ewo Nkerdfl/, 'He 1s at the hospital in
Accra! must have the relative pronoun /55/ and a subject with the
second /wo/. Speakers of English often make the error of omitting
/éé s-/. Question and Answer Draill A, sentence 6.

. Clauses beginning with conjunctions usually occur after another
clause. If a clause beginning with a conjunction occurs first in

a sentence, then 1t has slightly more emphasais.

5. /N& mInim sé€ owo hd/ 1s either 'I know or knew he was there!.
(Lexical Drill A, sentence 10.)

6. In Pattern Drill A, the perfect followed by the consecutive of
/%1é/, 'finish'! 18 used to express completion, e.g., /quidl

awle , 'I have finished eating'!, literally 'l have eaten to
finish!'. In Pattern Drill B, the perfect of /%1é/ followed by
verbal noun 1s used to express completion, e.g., /Mawie adidi/,

'T have finished eating!'.

Verbal nouns are marked by a low-tone /a- ~ a-/ prefix to the
verb stem which has the same tones as the simple present. There
are also compound verbal nouns, which are composed of a noun plus
a verb, e.g., /gdwﬁmaye/, 'working', literally 'work-~doing'. In
compound verbal nouns, there 1s no /a- ~ q-/ prefix unless the
noun of the compound has this prefix in 1solation. Compare the
examples 1n Unit 7, Question and Answer Drill B.

Immediate past 1s expressed by adding /séésel/ or /séesel 4a/
to these constructions, e.g., /Mawie adidi séésel/, 'I have just
eaten', or Mawie adidl séésel 44/, 'I have eaten just now'. If
/a8/ occurs, the time elapsed between the completion of the action
and the present 1s even less than that when /séései/ alone 1s

used.
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7. Indirect quotation of commands 1s expressed by the subjunctive
1f the command 1s positive; but 1f the command 1s negative, the
present negative 1s used in the first and third persons and the
imperative negative in the second person, e.g., /Osé méﬁk5/,

'He said I shouldn't go!, /Osé~§ﬁk5/, 'He said you shouldn't go!,
/ose 5ﬁk5/, 'He said he shouldn't go'. See Pattern Drill C.

8. /t@/, 'to be sitting', 'to be dwelling or living', 'to exist!,
18 a stative verb and occurs only in the present or simple stem
and with /na/.

/tgné/, /tqré/, 'to sit down!', 'come to a sitting position!,
'live'!, 'stay!', 'remain' 1s usually employed 1f a starting or
ending point 18 indicated.

Compare sentence 3 and 6 of Question and Answer Drill B.
Sentence 6 employs /tq/ to refer to an existing condition with no
reference to beginning or end; but sentence 3 uses /tqnﬁ/ to refer
to a specific period, viz., from the time you began to live here
unt1l the present. /ten&/ also 1s used to describe temporary
location, 1.e., 'to remain', 'stay', and conditions which do not
obtain at the present, e.g., 'used to live!, 'will sit!'. See
also Question and Answer Drill B, sentence 10.

9. If there 1s an emphatic word or phrase followed by /na/ at

the beginning of the sentence, /na/ indicating past tense and/or
emphasis for the verb comes after /na/ and not initially as 1s
the usual case. See Question and Answer Drill B, sentences

Il and 5.

10, In Twi, as 1n English, initial position in the sentence 1is
the position of prominence. Any element which 1s to be emphasized
can be moved to the beginning of the sentence and /na/ placed
after 1t to give 1t prominence. Compare /ote ha/, 'They live
here!, and /€ha na wote/, 'Here /1s where/ they live'; in the
second example here 1s emphasized.
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11. /echéna/ 1s an interrogative personal pronoun, and 1t 1s only
used to ask questions. /hga/ 18 a relative pronoun or conjunction
meaning, 'the one who', 'the one that', 'he who', 'he whose!,
'where'!, and 13 used to introduce relative clauses. Compare the
question and answer of Question and Answer Drill B, sentence 9.

See also Unit 6, Lexical Drall F.

12. /ésq/ when the last element of a nominal compound also means
'the time of or during', e.g., /mmpfaraas¢/, 'childhood', 'the

time when a child'.

13. Most nouns with a low prefix and a high first stem vowel have
a high prefix and low stem vowel when occurring after a high tone

verb, e.g., /oye édﬁma/, 'He works!'.
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Unit 12

Basic Dialogue

-A-
bo to hit, strike
1 Abo sEf? What time 1s 1t?
-B-
oddn (nom) (pl. n-) bell
nsié 81x
2  Abd nnon nsié. It 1s six o'clock.
-A-
ey(€) aa usually

3 ey(€) aa bére bfn n(a) oba? When does he come?

-B-
daa always
pa to pass by, move along
mensté, merété (pl. m-) minute
aduonu twenty
I 0ba daa nndn nsié apa hé He always comes at 6:20.
mmérété aduon.
A~
gyina to stand still, stop, halt
5 edefn nti na ey(e) aa emf Why does he stop here?

ogylné wo ha?
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-B-
6 Ogyina wo ha didi. He stops here and eats.
-A-
7 odi mmér(q) ah&? How long does he stay?
-B-
8 041 béye mmérété dunnim He stays about fifteen minutes.
Notes

1. In a number of words /n/ alternates with /r/ between vowels,

as 1n /ménété/ or /mérété/ and /tend/ or /terk/.

2. Another common word for 'minute! 1is /simma/. /ménété/ 18

// miniti/.

3. /gyina/ 1s not followed by the consecutive form, e.g., /Ogyina

wo ha didi/, 'He stops here and eats'.

li. One of the meanings of /ye¢/, 'to be!, 1s 'to amount to!, 'come
to!, 'total to', e.g., /woye du/, 'There are ten of them'. Though
/vye/ 1s a stative verb, 1t does have a future form, which has a
specialized meaning of ‘'about', 'approximately!', e.g., /ﬁobéye
dﬁ/, 'There are about ten of them'; however, 1f a price 138 quoted,
/béye/ does not mean 'approximately', but 'the total 1is'.

Lexical Draill A

baaké, blqké 1
mmlenﬁ, gbleﬁ 2
mmlensé, abiesé 3
ennén L
entim 5
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ensié 6
enséq 7
egwotwé 8
eepquég 9
edu 10
dubaaké 11
dumiend 12
dumiensd 13
dUnn&# 1
dlinntm 15
dunsta 16
dﬁnséq 17
dﬁqw5twé 18
dﬁpquép - 19
gduontt 20
oqduonﬁbéaké 21
qduonémienﬁ 22
qduon&miensﬁ 23
qduonﬁnﬁﬁ 2L
gduonﬁnﬁm 25
gduonénsfq 26
qduonﬁnséq 27
qduonﬁ$w5twq 28
qduonﬁqkér6q 29
qdu§s§ 30
§du§n£ﬁ Lo
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qduonﬁm
aduosfé
qduosgg
@duowétw¢
qduoquép
oha

oha né paaké
ohd né a
ghagni

apém (pl. m-)

Pattern Drill A

Read the numbers horizontally.

a.

18 80 28 b.
17 70 27
16 60 26
15 50 25
1L Lo 2l
19 90 29 a.
16 15 13
20 50 1,0
25 22 27

38 68 18

110

1

Lo
1L
60
16
20

36
25
67
19

50
60
70
80
90
100
101
110
200

000

50
15
70
17
30

63
52
76
99
88

L5

67

33
22

7

38

54

76

66
55
66
11
78
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e. 200 102 202 f. 200 300 Loo
600 60l 64,0 1500 1600 1700
317 307 371 1808 1919 2000
869 879 829 1962 2116 2473
o3 o2 430 78L.7 5353 1962
Lexical Drill B
1. Baak8 (€)n& vaakd ye mmiend. 1 and 1 18 2
2. Mmienk 95 mmient ye nn&f. 2 and 2 18 L
3. Mmiensd né mmiensd ye nsié. 3 and 3 18 6
i, Enn&f né nnéA ye Qwotwé. L and L4 1s 8
5. Enfim né enfim ye ad. 5 and 5 1s 10
6. EnsTg n& nsis ye dimient. 6 and 6 1s 12
7. €nsdn né& nsén ye dUndA. 7 and 7 1s 1l
8. Enwotwe n& nwotwé ye dﬁnsfq. 8 and 8 1s 16
9. €nkordn n& nkorén ye dﬁpwétwq. 9 and 9 1s 18
10. Edu n& ai y€ gduonu. 10 and 10 1s 20

Lexical Drall C

T L ~? FARE B Y
1. Woyi mmiensd firi ensiz mu aa,

2.

3.

, Fa
eka mmienssg.

( "When three 1s

from six's whole, 1t remains

three. ')

2N s L 2 2
Woyil du firi aduasd mu aa,

o £~ 2 g 28
Woyi nndfl firi enkordn mu aa,

r
eka qduonu.

’ £
eka enum.
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6 minus 3 1s 3

30 minus 10 13 20

9 minus L 1s 5
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0~ , IR Y A
L. Woyi nwotwe firi dumiend mu aa, 12 minus 8 1s

’ £~
geka ennan.

5. Wdyl nsfd firi dinsén md aa, 17 minus 6 1s 11

eka dubaak§.

6. Wéyi duntm firy aduont il éé, 20 minus 15 1s 5
eka enﬁm.
7. WOyl nwotwé firi aduonindf mfb 2L minus 8 18 16

[ I ’ L
aa, tka dunsig.

8. WOyl aduosis firi aduosén mfé aa, 70 minus 60 1s 10
eka edu.
9. Wéyl aduandnndn firi dubaakd md Lh minus 11 1s 33

’n , L 1 -
aa, tka gdugsamiensd.

10. Woyl aduosfanwotwe firi aduosbn 70 minus 68 1s 2

£ 2 4 £
mii aa, €ka mmient.

New words
/(Se)....aa/ See note 7.

ka to remain, be left

Question and Answer Drill A

1. Mfie ah& ni aa wébetqréa How many years has 1t been
ha? since you lived here?
Mfle du ni 4a m&béterda It has been ten years
ha. since I have lived here.
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Mfie éhg ni aa okoo
Améréka?
Okoo Améréka mfie ndf
ni.
Ebédi mfie 4hd na wébesﬁﬁ
dba Ghana?

’ I L L.
Med1 mfie mmiend ansia

r'd 4 L
na meba Ghana.
, 3 Lo &
Nnipa ahé na ewo ddn mud
4
ho%

Wobéye nn{pa gdugnﬁm na

ewo d&f mf hd.
’ e, , ,
Nnipa ah& pe n(a) ecba%

WObéyaggduanﬁm pépeepe

I d

na ceba.
[ % TR
Sika shé na WQWO?

Méwo p5n baaké;pé.

Efi Nkerdfl ko Kumdse bEye

o B PN
akwafisInl ahe

«J

-

Efl Nkerffi ko Kumase

ebeye akwlifisifni oha ni

gduonﬁ.
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How long ago did he leave
for Ameraica?
He left for America four
years ago.
How long will 1t be until
you return to Ghana?
It will be two years
until I return to Ghana.
How many people are there
in that room?

There are about fifty
people 1n that room.
Exactly how many are coming?

There will be exactly
fifty.
How much money do you have?
I have exactly one pound.
How many miles 1s 1t from
Accra to Kumasi?
It's about 120 miles from

Accra to Kumaszi.
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8. Se wufi Nker&fi Kumésq
’n ’ , .
aa, edl mmer(e) ahé?
Se wufi quréﬁ reko

¢ ’n Ld
Kumase aa, edi

' d i
nnonhwerew nquén.

9. Wﬁgylnaé ha ékyé?

L ’ P . L
Magyina ha mmerete
nfm pe.
10. thqnﬁé ha ékyé?

r' 4 L d I d LY rd
Matqné ha mmerete

nfim ni.
New words
ne
[]
betqré
»
PE

okwh#t (pl. a-)
es{q (pl. q31qsiq)

okwénsip (pl. a-)

ct

’
ere
17

Py =3~

hwqr

11l

How long does 1t take to
get from Accra to Kumasi®
It takes nins hours from

Accra to Kumasi.

How long have you been
standing here%

I!'ve been standing only

five minutes.
How long have you been waiting®

I've only been waiting some

five minutes.

to be, (See note 6.)

to come, sit down; settle,
take up a habitation

exactly, only, precisely,
thoroughly

road, path; way, method;
opportunaty

part, piece, fragment,
remnant

mile
train

to consume, use up, pass
time
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dophwéréw (pl. n-) hour

kye to continue, endure, last

Pattern Drill B

’

Nnén mmienf 4b> dpa hé mmenete  It's 2:15. It's fifteen

dﬁnnﬁm. after two.

Read the following times in Twi.

6:20 10:L5
5:10 11:55
2:00 7:35
}:05 2:10
12:30 6:25
7:15 12:50
8:1,0 9:00
9:50 ly:30
1:05 5:45
3:35 3:50

Pattern Drill C
Aka mmérete a1 na y(e) abd It's ten minutes until one.
dSQ korq.

Read the following times in Twi.

1:35 2:53
11:50 6:33
7:45 10:45
8:55 3:57
9:42 lj:50
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5. Compound numerals are written in the orthography as two words;
but they are written here as one word because they are compounds
as shown by their tone sandhi, 1.e., tone differences which occur
in combination, e.g., /gduonﬁbéaké/ 1s // aduonu baakos. Tone
sandhi of compounds will be discussed in detail in a later chapter.

Compound numerals between thirty and one hundred have the
same tone pattern as that used in combination with twenty, 1.e.,
/aduorii/. See Lexical Drill A.

6. /(e)nquéq/ 1s // nkron/.

7. /sa/ at the beginning of a clause followed by /éé/ at the end
of a clause means, 'if', 'when', 'whenever!', 'on the occasion
that'. Quite often the /se/ 18 omitted, but the meaning 1s st1ll
the same.

8. /ni/ 1s a contraction of /ne eyi/, 'is this', e.g., /Pénsérq
ni/, 'Here 13 a pencil'!, 'This 1s a pencil!. See also Question
and Answer Drill A, sentences one and two.

/ne n8/ contracts to /nen/.

/ne¢/ means 'to be!, 'consist of', 'be 1dentical with', e.g.,
/one kesee/, 'He 1s great!, 'He 1s the great one!, (and no other
1s as great); but /oyé kesée/, 'He 1s great!, (and there are also
others who are as great).

9. /d5p korq/ and /déq kq/ are alternate forms of /659 baaks/.

116



BASIC COURSE UNIT 13

Unit 13

Basic Dialogue

-A-
obéo (béo) (p1. a-)
N& béo y(e) ahé2
-B-
Gsiréq
N& béo NE> siréq mmiend.
-A-
pauku, biukud
koko?
Bluku kokoos n§ y(e) ahé?
- B-
P5n baaké ni sirép an.
-A-~

fa
Fa end mf m&.
akékosqrédés
kéraétaé (pl. n-)
M& mé akékosgrédée Kéraataa

ﬁsq bi.

hwqhwg

Ah& na wohwehwe?

117

price; stone; kernel, seed

How much 1s this%

shilling

It's 2 shillings.

book
red

How much 1s this red book%

One pound and ten shillings.

to take, grasp, seize
Give me that one.

yellow

paper

Give me some yellow paper too.

to look for, look after

How much do you want?
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bqaé
8 M& m& bqaé.
ﬁyin&a

ni ﬁyinéa

9 Nt ﬁyfnga béo béye ahé?

H»

10 N

£
mmleru.

fyIin&a béo béye pSQ

Notes

bundle, bunch
Give me a package.

all

all of 1t

How much 1s the total price?

That wi1ill be 2 pounds altogether.

1. /né béo ah&?/, 'How much /1s/ this?', 1s also very common.

2. /siren/ 1s often /siré/'or /séré/ and 1s /kre/.

3. Languages divide up the color spectrum in different ways.

These are the most common color terms with their approximate

equivalents in English:

kokod

tuntuﬁ

fitaa

fifuo
akékosqrédée
aha barméns

&, » .
biruu
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red, reddish or chocolate
brown, orange, purple

black; dark shades of blue,
green, brown, gray, or
tan; very dark red

white, (clear)

white

yellow, light tan

green

blue
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/kokod/, /tuntum/, /fitaa/, and /fufuo/ are adjectives and
follow their nouns, as other adjectives do. /ékékosgrédée/ and
/ahabdmménd/ are compound nouns and precede their nouns. /akéké/,
tchicken! plus /sgradéé/, tfat!, 'grease' indicates 'the color of
hen's fat!, 1.e., 'yellow'. /ahab&f/, 'leaf', 'foilage', plus
/amdns/, 'fresh', 'green', 'unripe', indicates 'the color of
fresh leaves!, 1.e., 'green'.

Light shades are indicated by a following /Gkakgrg/, 'Tittle!,
'small!, e.g., /éhabémm5n6 kakgré/, '1ight green'. With adjectives
only, reduplication is used to indicate dark shades, e.g.,
/tuntuuntum/, 'very black', /fitafita/, 'very white', /kokooko/,
'brilliant red', 'dark red'. The double vowel may be lengthened
to several times 1ts usual length to show more intensity of color.
The longer the vowel, the darker or more intense the color.

l. /hkékos¢rédée/ 1s // akoksrade//.
/kéraataa/ 1s // kraataa//.
/ni/, 'and', 'with', 1s // ne/.
/kak?ré/ 1s // kakra//.

/birun/ 1s // bruu/.

Question and Answer Draill A

1. Né béo yeE s &2 How much 1s this?%
Né béo ye E&Eﬁ. It 1s a saixpence.
2. Nh&mi yi béo yeE s e How much 1s this book?%
Nhgmg yi béo ye RéR This book 1s one pound.
x8.
3. Nt&m& yi béo ye skne How much 18 this ntama®?
Ntamé yi béo ye Eéﬁ This ntama 1s three pounds.
mmiensé.
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L.

10.

Pénsérq yi béo ye sénz
Pénsérg yi béo ye
Opéﬁ yi béo ye stae
Dpéﬁ yi béo ye Rég
&
Kéraétaé vi béo ye s&f?
Kéraétaé yi béo ye

Id

sgmpQa.
Osékéﬁ vi béo ve stae
Osékéﬁ yi béo ye E5n
/3
mmienssa.
, 4 ) ~
Kyooku y1 bgo ye s&a9
Ky55ku yi béo ye
takurs.
Ofie yi béo ye séfz
Ofie yi béo ye 959
pem ndm.
£4of yi béo ye séne
gdofl yi béo N sirén
£
adugsa.
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How much 1s this pencil?®

This pencil 1s a threepence.

How much 1s this table?

This table 1s ten pounds.

How much 1s this paper?

This paper 1s a sixpence.

How much 1s this knife?%

This knife 1s three pounds.

How much 1s this chalk?

This chalk 1s a sixpence.

How much 1s this house?

This house 1s 5,000 pounds.

How much 18 this bell?

This bell 1s thirty shillings.
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New words

opé@ (pl. a-) door, gate; table, desk;

meal, feast
2. Aoy 8. Ao

osekafl (sekafl) (pl. a-) knife, razor

ky55ku, ky55kq chalk

taku, takurd (pl. n-) sixpence

tqré, t@rs threepence

sempQa sixpence

képére penny

Question and Answer Drill B

1. Wﬁdil na ah& wo How long did you spend in
Aburokyirl? Europe?
Mfd1i1 mfie néf wo I spent four years in
Aburokyirl. Europe.
2. W£k5 Aburokyirl péq? Have you been to Europe before?
Daabi, mEnkso No, I have never been to
Aburokyirl péq. Europe?
3. wﬁbeduﬁye né, na abd What time was 1t when you
ahé&? arrived?
beéduruﬁye nétgé It was half past one when
ngé dén qué né r&. I arrived.
L. quén ntl na wos&fA Why did you come back?
baaye?
M&s&f baay séé mibehd I came back to see you.
Q.

121



UNIT 13

TWI

10.

2 Y ’, s
Mma ahé na w(qQ) awqfgo
wo%

I d r'd
Mawqfqo WO mma

" rd
mmiensd nso.

’, ) V Y RN ’,
Mfie ahd nl aa watgré
h&e
Matérﬁ h® mfie nség
’
ni.
Se odldi éé edi mmér(@)
ahg?
Se 0didl &a otas gdi

mmérété dindm.

Mfie éhé na wé papé
s _N
gdi?
Mé papé gdi nfle
aduonﬁném¢
Ah& na wése% WO séto5

I d

mft hd%

r Y V' d A

M&see siren dinnédA

ld

RE.
’ - ’ [}
Nnipa ahé na ehyiga wo
sukuu mi hd?

Nnipa béye oha na

’ § P 2
ehy1?? wo sukuu mu

h3.
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How many other children do
your parents have®?
My parents have three other
children.
How many years have you lived
here?
I have lived here for seven
years.

How long does he take to eat?

He often takes fifteen
minutes to eat.

How 01d 1s your father?

My father 1s fifty-five
years old.
How much did you spend in that
store®
I spent only fourteen
shillings.
How many people met at the
school?
About a hundred people met
at the school.
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New words
Aburokyirl
I d
pen
du, duru
Ld Id ~
awQfqo, awqgfonom

L d
taa
see

L
hyig

Pattern Drill A

1. Bﬁﬁku kétqwaa tuntuﬁ da
L ~ £ ’
opono no sQ.

2. Pénsér@ t&ften kokod da

opénd né sé.

3. Pénsérq t&Rt8n kokod né
Y€ mé déa.

i, Ahab&mmdnd kéa r§foro

Eé ye né déa.
o R o~ N s _ 8
5. AhabdmmOnd kaa foforg

n§ firi Aburokyirl.

6. ®Atandec dédaw f1 1
. aadec dedaw fitaa yi

fira Aburokyirl.

1. Ataadée dédéw fitaa yi

fiyt.
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Europe, America
once, one time, ever, before

to arrive, reach; be
sufficient

parents

to pursue, chase, follow;
do often or repeatedly

to use up, spend; destroy,
mar, ruin

to meet, assemble; agree,
be 1n accord

A small black book 1is lying
on the table.

A long red pencil 1s lying on
the table.

The long red pencil 1s maine.

That new green car 1s mine.

That new green car is from
Europe.

This old white dress came from
FEurope.

This old white dress 1s no

good.
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8.

9.

10.

[N 1 4
mé sekdn foforo kesee

Eé ﬁyé.

] Y d 1 »
Mé sgkén quqrq kESqe

L £
nd wo abontefi,

okerdmafl kesee kokoo

’ "”
kaqua wo abonten.

New words

ketewa (pl. p-)
téntaa
eataade:e

kesee (pl. a-)
abontéA (pl. m-)
dédaw

okér§m'" (pl. a-)

Pattern Drill B

. 3 .

.

O oo ~N o b F o w oo+

[
(@]

™
[o})
©
TR
]

m
P!
-0
238
s
]
I
’_J

na wébaél?

, , ]
na wamma?

™
o
-0
(87 % TR
[
o]
I
l_l

™
a
-0
s
]
o
l_l

1 na wétoéz?

' d L4 |
nti na wanto%

(] ™

Qo Q

-0 -g
o ™

s ta]

o]

t

'_l

™
Q.
-0
R
o]

I d rd ] rd
nti na wukoo fie%

r rd 1 rd
na wanko fie¢®

» rd ] 6,
nti na wubisaa nd?

m
[oR
=0
O
B

[ , t L
nti1i na wammisa no?

™
o
-0
T O
o}

™

o
-0

o]

, ’ Lt .
nti na wokfa saa®
[d ’ L ,
nti1 na wanka saa®%
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My other big knife 1s no good.

My other big knife 1s outside.

The big light-brown dog 1is

outside.

small, little
long, high, tall

clothes

big, large; great, grand

street
old, ancient

dog

did you go home?

didn't you go home?

Why did you come®

didn't you come?

Why di1d you buy 1t?

Why didn't you buy 1t?

did you ask him?

didn't you ask him®

Why did you say that®

didn't you say so%
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New words

I d
sa, saa

Question and Answer Drill C

1.

Mfie éhé na na médl
mmér(q) éé mébaé
Améréka?

N&. madl mfie Adnnds

mmér(g) da yebaa
Améréka?
s N L ,
Pepa ah€ na wQQhwehwe?

Mééhwghwé pépé sfrén

r 4 LY
ato.

—

Sirép béto pépé ah&2

Sirép béto pepa ggégé
Ebédi mmér(e) &h& ansé
na obésff aba?

Ebedy béye nnénhwérew

mmiend ans§ na
obesft aba.
Ehfé mé Wo nnipa ahé&?
Ehié m& mé nnipa

kétewag bi.
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80, thus, i1n that manner

How o0ld were you when

came to America%

I was fourteen when

to Ameraica.

How much paper do you
I want a shilling's
paper.
How much paper will a
buy?
A shilling will buy

of paper.

you

we came

want?

worth of

shilling

one box

How long will 1t be until he

gets back?

It will be about two hours

until he gets back.

How many people do you need?

I reed a few more people.
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TWI

6.

10.

11.

New

.t £ . %
Ehfg m8 wo nnipa ahé

bio?

EhY

bio

Id 2 ~ , ~?
8', ma me nnipa nsia
,

l .

S1k& ah& na ehié m&w?

-’ 2 N
EhIa ma m& siren

£
mmienu.

Mmér¢ bén na ofi édwﬁma

asg?

T ] \ »
Oof1 gdwuma asg¢ nnon

.

Mmérg bén na opég

7’ -
gdwuma?

£ ” d » ~?
Opop adwuma nnon nsia

D4 b%n na ey

Z £
ne fa.

h5?

rd rd

LY I d
€ aa quo

M&k4 ho daa.

Wotaa ko ho daa?

Nnawstwe biara mék

O>»

words

’ £
ho nnansa.

Id

pepa

adéké

D

A
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How many more people do you
need?

I need six more people.

How much money do you need?

I need two shillings.

When does he start to work?

He starts to work at ten

o'clock.

When does he quit work?

He quits work at six thirty.

What days do you go there?

I go there every day.

How often do you go there?

I go there three times a

week.

paper
box, case, trunk, suitcase

to distress, trouble, need,
require
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Pattern Drill C

ld N\

L PPV 4
1. Se wuflyd wie pe aa,
4 ~ 4
bera mI fie.
rd F

Pl o VP
2. Se wuflyd wie pe aa,

kotd borodo m& mé.

L4 L) ’ LAY rd
3. Se wuwo sika aa, koto

‘ ~
boredq ma me.
rd LY 4 N
li. Se wuwo sika aa, tua

’ od » ‘
mpa nd ka md mg.

5. Kyere nd mi 5ntuq mpa

n§ ka mé ma.
. Kyere nd n& 5§ko fie.

~ ‘, I 4 rd
. Bisa nS6 ma onko fie.

6
7
8. Bisa nd m& Sntua m& ka.
9
0
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to begin, start

to go away, cease, stop;
disjoin, separate

week
each, every
three days

always, ever, continually,
every day

As soon as you finish, come
to my house.

As soon as you finish, go buy
some bread.

If you have any money, go buy
me some bread.

If you have the money pay me
for the bed.

Tell him to pay me for the
bed.

Tell him to go home.

Ask him to go home.

Ask him to pay me.

He hasn't paid me yet.

He hasn't come yet.
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New words

eka  (pl. n-) debt, something which is
lacking

tua to pay, repay, fill up,
replace

fiy& to get, acquire, receive,
obtain

5. /opéq yi/ 1s /opbd yi/, 1.e., before /y/, /n/ and /n/ are
replaced by /fi/. /opbn&/, means only ttable', 'desk', and 1s
often used 1if /opé@/ 1s not clear from the context.

6. /né/, t'thatt!, and /yi/, 'this!, at the end of an adverbial
clause mark the contraction of a longer clause, e.g., /wﬁbeduﬁys
n8/, 'when you arrived', 1s a contraction of /mmér(q) a8 wubeduuye
m8/, t'the time /at/ which you arrived!'.

7. /taé/ 'to pursue!, 'follow', when followed by another verb
means 'to do often or repeatedly’.

8. /dea/ 1s the same as /nea/.

9. A few adjectives have plurals. /kétqwa/ has plural /qkétqwa/.

L4
/kqtgwaa/ 1s an intensive form, 1.e., !very small',

10. /ataadée/ 18 often fAtade/. /ataadée/ refers to clothes which
are tailored to fit the body in contrast to /nt&m&/ which are wrap-
ped or draped around the body.

11. /wo abontéﬁ/ 18 literally 'to be on the street!, but 1t is
often used to mean 'outside!', 'nmot indoors'. Alsc used in thais
way are /adi/, tout!, toutside'!, 'outdoors', 'abroad’', and /gdiwoA
'the yard around a house!', 'outside!', 'outdoors'.
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12. /okéréméﬁ/ 18 Jokraman/.

13. /edqéﬁ nti/ 1s often /sdqén nti/, 1.e., /f/ 1s usually /n/
before /n/.

L. /se ﬁy%...éé/ has the significance 'as soon as'. The

negative of /ﬁy@/ when preceding another verb means 'not yet!.
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Unit 14

Basic Dialogue

~A-
1 eTequéﬁ né r¢b5. Kotle The phone 1s ringing. Answer
telgféﬁ né. the phone.
-B-
t16 to hear, listen
2 Hélé, mé Owtisu na, méekasa Hello, Owusu speaking.
yi.
-C-
3 Yqq@, kasa na miitie wQ; E€ye Yes, I hear you; this 1s Abenaa
mé Ab@naa Asantewa. Asantewa.
-B-
L  Na waménée? What can I do for you?
-C-
siésle to repair, fix, arrange,
prepare
bngi (pl. -ngm) a place, somewhere
5 enérs na m{ﬁyé bqui na Where can I find a place to get
y531esie m& kaa nb? my car fixed?
-B-
qkwanté crossroad, junction, a 'Y!
6 Bgaba pépa WO Kégyetiq There's a good place at Kegyetia
Nkwanté. Crossroad.
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-C-
7 Mé&da wasg. Thank you.
-B-
8 Mmé enna ase. You're welcome. Don't mention 1it.
Notes

1. Telephone numbers are usually given in English in Ghana. If
given in English, the numbers are said in groups of two, e.g.,
3578 1s thirty-five, seventy-eight. If given in Twi, 3578 would

be said like this: /mpem miensd aha nim né aduosdn nwotwe/.

2. English words are guite common in Twi. Words that were
borrowed some time ago have been modified so that they now fait

the structure of the Twi sound system, e.g., /siréq/, 'shilling'.
Initial 1 was interpreted as /d/, and 1 in other positions was
interpreted as /r/. /1/ 1s now commonly used in words, recently
borrowed, such as /hélg/ and /tequéﬁ/. English words are often
spelled in English fashion, but also they may be spelled as they
are pronounced in Twi., Common words may be spelled both ways,
e.g., /kaa/ 1s both //kaa//and //car/. If English spelling 1sn't
used, word-final consonants are either dropped or a vowel 1s added
after them. Consonant clusters either lose a consonant or a vowel
1s 1nserted between the consonants. Double consonants lose a

letter. The table below i1ndicates how respelling 1s usually done.

English Twi
¢ (1f pronounced k) k
ch (1f pronounced k) k
ch (1f pronounced c¢) Ky
J gy
rh £
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qu
sh
th
\2

Z

Even though a word 1s borrowed,

of the situations or with only some of the meanings that 1t has in

kw

s (also hy)
t

W

S

1t may be used only in some

English. For example, /hélo/ 1s regularly used on the telephone;

but when greeting another person face to face,

greetings are used nearly always.

3. /telefdn/ 1s // telefon/.

li. Notice the s-like sound between /t/ and /1i/ in /tie/.

Pattern Drill A

Lak S n s

1. €héfd na mifiy§d bagbi na
, . ~ o 2
yasiesie m& kaa no?

Lok 4 ~ Id ,

2. Ehefd na mIftyy bagbi na

yéhqré mé ntéédge?

3. €héfd na mfﬁy@ b%qbi na

eyéhyé;n mi ®hyﬁﬁ?

4
L. €hérd na mIfiyd bg@bi na

yéyi m? t1%

5. €hé&f4 na mf“y@ bngi ato

aduané (adi)?
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Where
get

Where

can I find a place
my car fixed?

can I find a place
my clothes washed?
can I find a place
my shoes shined®
can 1 find a place
my haircut?

can I find a place

food?

the customary Twi

to

to

to

to

to
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Pattern Drill B

1.

€hérd na mifiyq obl na
wé51esie m& kasa nb?
en&rd na mfdys obi nd

wahoro mé ntdadee?

Lo L L ™ , d
€hefd na minyq§ obi na

®wahyain mi Zhyuus

£ ‘w '!»« ~ ’ ’
€hefd na mifiyd obl na

I d -~ td
wayi ml ta?

[\

4 ,
enérd na mifiy§ obi aa

ot5n édﬁane?

Pattern Draill C

1.

Bagbi pépa WO Kégyeti§
Nkwanté.

Bgabi pépa wo karom.

Bggbi pépa WO qsubontén
né ﬂgxéﬁ.

Baabi pépa tqa

31kak6rabéadﬁﬁ né sé.

’ L *°
Bagbi papa wo adan aa

4 4 . ’
€81 wanim yl.
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Where can I find someone to
fix my car?

Where can I find someone to
wash my clothes?

Where can I find someone to
shine my shoes?

Where can I find someone to
cut my hair?

Where can I find someone who

sells food%

There's a good place at
Kegyetia Crossroad.

There's a good place in town.

There's a good place by the
river.

There's a good place adjoining
the bank.

There'!s a good place 1in the

building opposite us.
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Pattern Drill D

1.

I d ¥ d r d LY
Bq@bl nnl ha aa yesiesle

P, N
kaa.

4 I d ld r d
qubl nnl1l ha aa xehgrg

’
nne gema.

qubi nni ha aa yeyi ti.

Bagbl nnl ha aa yetyn

aduané.
Bagbl nni ha aa yeye
EéE‘.

New words

horo, hqhérq

yi

obl (pl. -nBm)

asubontéfl, asutéd (pl. n-)

s1kakérabéa

31kak§rabéad$ﬁ
tqa

rd

?%.l’ll

’n
qnlm
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There's no place here that
repalirs cars.

There's no place here that
washes things.

There's no place here that
gives haircuts.

There's no place here that
gsells food.

There's no place here that

makes paper.

to wash

to take away, remove; shave,
cut the hair

someone, somebody, anybody,
one

river, stream

bank, safe, place to keep
money

bank, bank building

to join, connect, bring
together

eye; color

face, countenance; front;
before, in front of
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Lexical Drall A

1.

10.

rd rd

Se wudu fie
me.

» r'd

Se wudu fie

o~

mg.

LA

SE wuwle

T EVALY T

Se wuwie

WO tel¢féﬁ sé.

L TR 4 2
Ansd na wubef1i ase nd,

fgré né wo tequéﬁ sé.
Ans& na wubefi asé né,

kofére né.
SE teleféﬁ né bd pé aa

kofére né.

S¢ tequéﬁ né§ bd pE

aa,
tie.
’ 4 .
S¢ oba bekasa aa, tie

né.

Se oba bekasa aa, fert
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As soon as you get home, call
me.

As soon as you get home, come
(over) and call me.

When you finish, come (over)
and call me.

When you finish, phone him.

Before you start, call him,

Before you start, go call him.

If the telephone rings, go
call him.

If the telephone rings,
answer 1t.

If he comes to talk, listen
to him. (be patient with

him)

If he comes to talk, call me.
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Lexical Drall B

1. quréwpén né ye mé déa. The desk 1s mine.

2. Ky§r€ngn né s1 ofgsi The desk 1s next to the wall.
né hé.
3, AkSARGE nd s1 ofésﬁ The chair 1s by the wall.
né né.
L. Akdﬁﬁﬁé né nni ha. The chair 1isn't here.
5. Abgféra n§ nni ha. The child isn't here.
6. Abqféra nd da mpé né The child 1s lying on the bed.
6.
7. Saféws né da mpa. né sé. The key 18 lying on the bed.
8. Saféwa né tua opgn né The key 1s i1in the lock.
9. Saféwa aa ébﬁ tua opén There 1s a broken key in the
né ani. lock.
10. MItuu saféwa aa ébﬁ né I took the broken key out of
fia opén né qni. the door.

New words

fi...asg to begin

ofésﬁ (pl. g-) wall

saféwa, sard (pl. n-) key

tug to stack at or in, be stuck
at or in

bu to bend, curve; break, break

off, decide, judge

mpa bed, couch, mattress
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opénqnl(wa) lock, keyhole

’
€80 upper part or surface of;
on, upon, over, above

Lexical Drill C

1. Tae okygrekyérefqo né. Listen to the teacher.

2. Wop anhd kyerekyerefgo  They couldn't find the teacher.

né.

3. W5p éﬁhﬁ abqféra né They couldn't find the child's
phéns. book.

L. Qggéé abqféra né nhéma He opened the child's book.
né.

5. Obuée opén’ng mia mé. He opened the door for me.

6. DtqQg opén né mé mia ms. He closed the door for me.

7. 0tQQ kaa né mf. He locked the car up.

8. Na ote xaa né& m. He was sitting in the car.

9. Na ote kyeréwpén né né. She was sitting at the desk.

10. Mé&ben kyqréwpén né né. I'm near the desk.
Question and Answer Drill A

1. HwAA na na wé n& né With whom were you talking?

rgkasa né?

Na m8 né mé yére I was talking to my wife.
eekasa.,
2. N4 mboka edqéﬁ hé asém What where you talking about?
Na yeeké asérg hé We were talking about
asém. church.
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3. Edqén na 5ope?

Dope bggbi aa

, . y ,n
yebesiesie ne kaa

am8 né.

I '
L. €hé&fi na wokyeree né?

My
M-

Mékygréé né s

————

5pko Kégyetig

Ykwants.

5. Edqén nti na wékyqreé

- &) 2 ,
nd see onko ho%

I L , s . I
Won nG ye& adwuma pa

entl na mékygréé
~ T ,
nd sece onko ho.
6. Wé atéédqé né& %ni te
skre

Matéédqe Ve fitaa né&

tuntum kakgré.

7. MIflydg 1€t nné?

Wﬁﬁyéa 1€t¢ baaks

pé.

8. om&A bfn mt na wifirie

o~ N
Mifirai Ghana man mu.

’ F L , N
9. Kuro btn md na wufiri?

MIfiri Tema kuron.
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What did she want?%
She wanted to know where she

could get her car fixed.

Where did you send her?
I told her to go to Kegyetia

Crossroad.

Why di1d you send her there?%

I sent her there because they

do good work.

What color are your clothes?

My clothes are white and light
blue.
Did I get any mail today?

You got only one letter.

What country are you from?
I'm from the country of Ghana.
Where are you from? (What town

are you fromg?)

I'm from the city of Tema.
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10. €héna na 4obo opéh né Who 1s knocking at the door?
ékyi?
Dhéhéo na oobd opgn A stranger i1s knocking at
né ékyi. the door.

New words

tq to lay, put; cast, throw;
apply to, lay on

tq...mﬁ to close, shut, lock

ben to be near, approach

as5r¢ church service, devotional
meeting

soré, s8m to be careful about; worship,
adore

om&# (pl. a-) nation, people

ohéhéo (p1. a-) stranger, foreigner, guest

k&...h8 asém to talk about, discuss

5. /hyain/ and /hyiu/ would probably be spelled as they are in
English. See note 2.

6. /ee-/ may be prefixed to a verb instead of /re-/ even though
there 1s a noun subject with the verb. See Question and Answer
Drill A, sentence 1.

7. Certain high tone adjectives compund with nouns and have
similar tone changes, e.g., /bqui papa/ 1s /baabi papa/.
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Unit 15

Basic Dialogue

-A-
b55sq bus
1 Ehéfé na b55sq né gyina® Where does the bus stop%
-B-
b55sqtapq bus stop
2 B55sqtapq n& wo ﬁkygﬁ ho. The bus stop 1s over there.
-A-
wel this, these, that, those
3 Boosq wel ko kirom anfa? Does this bus go into town?
-B-
L qub{, wel na eko kurom. No, that one goes into town.
~A-
5 Yegyé anh&? How much 1s the fare?
-B-
6 Yegyé siréq dﬁnsép. The fare 1s seventeen shillings.
-A-
tu to leave, depart
T Bér§ bfn na b55sq né t42 When does the bus leave?%
-B-
8 B55sq n§ t4 nnénném. The bus leaves at five o'clock.
-A-
9 Bérq bfn na b55sq n§ bag When does the bus arrive%
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-B-
10 B55sq n§ védu nnéqkéPSQ né The bus will arrive at nine

ré. thirty.
Notes

1. If an English word that ends in a consonant 1s borrowed into
Twi, 2t has a vowel after the final consonant. If the consonant
before this vowel 1s voiceless, the vowel 1s usually voiceless
unless followed by another vowel, €.8., /b55sqtapq/.

2. /wel/ 1s interchangeable with /eyi/.

3. When there 1s an emphatic subject marked by a following /na/,
a subject pronoun 1is prefixed to the verb, e.g., /wel na Eké
kurdm/, literally, 'that one, 1t goes into town'.

Iy, Transportation schedules use the twenty~four method for
stating arrivals and departures, but for other purposes the first
hour after noon 1s one o'clock, etc.

Pattern Drill A

1. €hérd na bSSSq gyinabéa Where 1s the bus station?
£
no wo?

2. ¢€hérd na kétgké gyinabéa Where 1s the train station?

né wo%
3. €hérd na ewimhy &4 Where 1s the airport?

gy{nabéa né wo?

i, €nh&rdk na tgksii gyinabéa Where 1s the taxi stand?

né wo?
S. €héfd na hyffi gyinabéa Where 1s the harbor?
wo?
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Pattern Drill B

1. Bérq bén na kétqké n& What time will the train leave?

bétu.

2, Bérg bgn na eﬁiﬁhzgn What time will the plane arrive?
n§ beva?

3. Bérq bgn na b55sg né What time will the bus arrive at
béduru Kumégg. Kumasi?

L. Bérq bén na eﬁ{ﬁhyéﬁ n8 What time will the plane leave

pbétu firi Nkerdfi? from Accra?
5. Bérq bén na wékofa What time are you leaving to
hxén nd? catch the ship?

New words

okétqké (pl. n-) hyena; locomotive, train
eny & (pl. a-) ship, vessel, liner
ewimhy®f, ewimthy&h airplane

(pl. #-)
t§ksii taxa

Lexical Draill A

1. Pénsérg ni. Here 1s a pencal.
This 1s a pencil.
2. Pénsérg nd ni. Here 1s the pencil.
This 1s the pencal.
3. Pénsérq bf ni. Here 1s a pencil of some kaind.
. Pénsérg n8 bi ni. Here 1s one of the pencils.

Here are some of the pencils.
This 1s the kind of pencil.

’ Ld

5. Pénser yi ni. HERE 2s the pencil.
v THIS 1s the pencil.
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Question and Answer Drill A

1.

Wédé 15r§ anfa kétgké
na e ekd Kumésg anéa?

Daabl, m&de ewimihytn

na €kl Kumésg.
Wwobeye defn na wako
éerpért ho?

MadamfQ bl beéba abefs

ms ako éerpért hd.
Wato wo teketé anfa?
Métoo mé ték@té WO

. v ,
Kifiswel nnera.

[N £ ’,
BSOSQ ben na €ko
éerpért?

L) ~ rd ’
Boosg wel na €ko

éerpért.
N L 4 N 4
Boosq@ no bedi mmqrqtg
I d “
ah& wo ha?
BSSSQ né bédl mmérété
st ol fin S &
dﬁ wo ha.
, ’_ 9 ’n ,
Mpen ahé na boosg bi
taé tu fira hé?
B5osq bi td firi ha

» ] rd
donhwerew biara.
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Are you taking the bus or the
train to Kumasi?
No, I'm going to Kumasi by
plane?
How w1ill you get to the
airport?
A friend of mine 1s taking
me to the airport.
Did you buy your ticket?
I bought my ticket at
Kingsway's yesterday.

Which bus goes to the airport®

That bus goes to the airport.

How many minutes will the bus
stay here?
The bus wi1ll stay here for
ten minutes.
How often does a bus leave
from here?
A bus leaves from here

every hour.
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10.

New

Aang b55sq da ekd Kumés¢
kofa Koforidﬁq ans&
na aks anda?
A3fi, ekofa Koforidig
ansf na ako Kumése.
Effri ha kJ Kumése
yegyé ah&?

Yegyé p5n baaks ffrl

ha k4 Kum;sg.
Wobetumi de wq kaa né
afa m& ako bodos
sétehyén?

Dagbi, m§ yere de wo

gégg b5os sétehyén
no.

Da bfn na wébesﬁﬁ aba?

Mésdfl aba Yawqda.

words

15ré

adamfq (adémfé) (pl. n-nfm)

éerpért

tgkq by

aang

sétehyén

1hly

Does the bus go to Kumasi by

way of Koforidua®

Yes, 1t goes to Kumasi by
way of Koforidua.
How much 1s the fare from here
to Kumasi®
The fare from here to Kumasi
18 one pound.
Can you take me to the bus

station in your car®

No, but my wife will take

you to the bus station.

What day will you returnt

I will return Thursday.

lorry, truck, bus, car
friend
airport
ticket

a question marker; Is 1t
true /that/

station



BASIC COURSE

UNIT 15

Lexical Drall B

1.

Mfoni P11 wWo fésﬁ né
hé.

~ td £ N
Saféwa no da fam wo

fésﬁ n5 h5.

-~ ’ L PN
Safdéwa né nna opon aa

Ld , 8 4 L L
es1l mfensere no ho

2L ’

no sS0.
Me sekdili nna opdn aa
4 [ , £ L
esl mfensgre no ho

né sé.

& T on £ L
Me sekail da opdn aa

s £ £ £
ewo fasu no hé no

CELE

Pénsére né too opéq aa

EWO fésﬁ ng hg né
asg.

Pénsérq nd too adaka

" ’ -~ ‘
as esl opéno no

Akyén né mé.

M&de sékAR ato addka

[ 4

‘”
aa es1 opond no

oy & £
Aky€En no m&.
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There are many pictures on
the wall.

The key 1s lyaing on the floor
by the wall.

The key 1sn't on the table

near the window.

My knife 1sn't on the table

near the window.

My knife 1s lying under the

table next to the wall.

The pencil fell under the

table by the window.

The pencil fell into the box

by the table.

I put the knife into the box

by the table.



UNIT 15

TWI

9. Mgde sek&R twgag n&m
L 2
nd mi.

10. M&de sékdn né éhyé mé

kotokﬁ mﬁ.

New words
mfoni
pi1i
efa
eféﬁ
mféﬁsqré
to
twg

hye

kotoku (pl. n-)
Question and Answer Drill B
1. W4 kurom kasa A dqéﬁ?
M? kirom kasa ye
Twli.
2. Mmérg bgn na wéko
édwﬁma?
Makd édwﬁma nnon
gwotwé.

3. Aang'wénénté 18 édw&ma?

v &N I P

SE ewlm Y€ aa,

ménanté T édwuma.
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I cut the meat with a knife.

1 put the knife into my

pocket.

picture
many, much
earth, soil, dirt

ground, floor, bottom; below
window

to drop, full, fall, rain

to cut, cut up; cross, pass by

to stick into, be stuck into;
wear, put on (clothes)

pocket, bag

What 1s your native language?

My native language 1s Twi.

What time do you leave for workR

I leave for work at eight
o'clock.
Do you walk to work?
1 walk to work when the

weather 1s nice.
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P, N

ld , I'd .

Se osuo to aa, wQde

LY ,2 .
boos¢ na eko adwuma?

L4 ’ rd

Dgabi, se& osuo to

,e P P O
aa, méka mé& kaa

na ekd édwﬁma.
Héna na ohwé mmqféra
né sq mmér(e) a8 wQ
yér@ r¢y§ édwﬁma?

- * ~ £
Mé vere miéamé na

’, ’ L Id
ehwe mmgfara nd s9Q
’ ’n ~ I
mmer(e) aa mé ygre
] rd [
reye gdwuma.
rd rd A ' d L4
Na wQwo ha nnerat
4 4 Id r 4
Dagbi, na minni ha
Id
nnera.
’ rd
ﬁdgén na na wWooye
4 N
mmer(e) aa obaaye
2
nov

Na mf1didi mmér(@)

PN 2
aa obaaye€ 1O,
rd r'd N\ rd 1
Ob1 wo ha aa obetumi
aboa mé%

N - I Id AL
Saa mfame yi1 betumai

abga wq.
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Do you ride the bus to work

when 1t rainst

No, I drive to work when 1t

rains.

Who looks after the children

while your wife 1s working?

My wife'!s mother looks after
the children while my wife

works.

Were you here yesterday®?

No, I wasn't here yesterday.

What were you doing when he

came?

I was eating when he came.

Is there anyone here who can

help me%

That woman can help you.
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» [} TS YV Y

9, Wubetumi asii aba
L ~_
okyena®

s 1 2 v 2,0

Metumi as&h aba

£ ~ i ’
okyena owligyinae.

L4 L4 N ’
10. Se osuo to aa, wQbeko®
S I'd d PN
ﬁ&g, se osuo to aa,
ld
meko.

New words

R Y

ewim
Lexical Drill C

’ » L , -
1. Meba nnonsig gkyi.

2. Méba wu file anadwé

L d

yi.
3. M& yenkd wu fle
affiumere yi.

L. M& yegkéfa b55sq nkod

Kumésg.
5. Emfa b3osq pko Kumisg.

’ , o~ 2 ’
6. Emfa okeramin ndo mma.

, ~ P ’ I
7. DOkeramin nO mma fie

Id

hd.

8. M mi baak8 mma fle

'd
ha.
- A P , s
9., Md mu baako mmara ha.

10. M3 mf bl mmara ha.

1,8

Can you come back tomorrow?

I can come back tomorrow
afternoon.
If 1t rains, will you gov®

Yes, I will go 1f a1t rains.

air, atmosphere, weather

I wi1ll come after six o'clock.

I will come to your house
tonight.

Let's go to your house this
evening.

Let's go to Kumasi by bus.

Don't go to Kumasi by bus.

Dont't bring the dog.

The dog doesn't come into the
house.

Don't any of you come into this
house.

One of you come here.

Some of you come here.
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Lexical Draill D

1. 0kd séesel. He left a short while ago.

2; Dkb séeésel aa. He just left.

3. Méebegyé né héma I'm coming over to get my
siesie aa. book right away.

L. Méebegyé m& héms I'11 be over soon to get my
séesie. book.

5., M&ebegye mé hém& I'11 be over to get my book
oky&na anopa. tomorrow morning.

5. A locomotive 1s called /okétqké/, 'hyena', supposedly because
1t howls like a hyena.

6. /sqtehyen/, usually // station/, 1s often used as frequently
as /gyinabea/.

7. Spatial relationships are indicated by a class of verbs
indicating location plus & nominal compound or phrase whose last
noun indicates location or part, e.g., /Saféwa né da opdn nd sq/,
'"The key lies the table's top', 1.e., 'The key 1s on the table’.
If a third item or location occurs in a sentence, 1t 1s 1n a
subordinate clause with /da/, e.g., /SafSwa n§ da opbn aa esi
mféﬁséré n§ né né sé/, 'The key lies the table's top which stands
the window's exterior!, 1.e., 'The key 18 on the table by the

window!'.

8. Instrumental relationships are shown by /de/, 'to have', plus
the instrument or tool plus a second verb which shows what 1s
done with the instrument, e.g., /M8de sek&f twga ném né mfi/, 'I
take knife cut the meat's insides', 1.e., 'I cut the meat with a
knife!.
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9. Partitive constructions are possessive compounds with /m&/,
'lentirety', 'whole!, plus a numeral or adjective of quantity,

N~ £ 3
€8, /mi mi baakd/, 'your entirety's one'!', 1.e., 'one of you'.

o1 ] KN ol ] Vd v
10. /seese1 aa/ 1s sometimes /seesei ara/. /ara/ 1s 'just!,
'even'!, 'ever', !the very'.

11. /k3/, 'to go!, 'go to!, when used as the second verb often

translates as 'to!. See Question and Answer Drill A, sentence 8.
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Unit 16

Basic Dialogue

~A-
t&nke tank
em& full
hya...mé to fill up
1 Hye mé téﬁkq n8 m&. F1ll my tank up.
-B-
2 Y99, maté. Yes, I will.
(Yes, I have understood.)
eéélg, 5§y¢re o1l
3 Wépé s€€ mhwé 5%1@ né Do you want me to check the 011%
andaz
~A-
pra to take off, skim, scrape
off; beg, beseech
ekyéw hat, cap
pa kyéw please
i ééﬁ, mépaw kyéw. Yes, please.
-B-
zota quart
5 5%1@ n§ 4t> sin beye kdta The 01l 1s about a quart low.
baaks.
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-A-~
gu to pour; scatter, be
scattered, be located
in groups
Fa baak$ gﬁ mi. Put in one.
otéé tire; (necktie)
yiyé good; repaired, mended

7 Wibe tumi éy% mé téé né yiyé Can you repair my tire®

amd m&%?
-B-
8 ééﬁ, se wibetumi étwéq dé Yes, 1f you can wait.
aa.
-A-
gya to leave, forsake
akyirl yi afterwards

9 Méqu né wo hé na qkyirl yi 1'11 leave 1t here and come for

mabegyé. 1t later.

Notes

1. /pa kyéw/ 18 an 1diom which means 'please', or 'I beg you!.
/tu/, 'to pull', 'jerk', 'remove' 1s used for removing clothing.
/hye/, 'to insert!, 'apply to!, 'fi1ll' also means 'to put on
clothing'. /pa kyéw/ 18 used when interupting someone or in

making a request.

/kqse/ 'sorry', ‘'pardon', 'oops!, 1s used when you have
stepped on someone or bumped into someone. /aggq/, besides the
uses given earlier, requests permission to pass, 1.e., 'Let me

by'!, 'Let me through'.
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rd
/sere/, 'beg!', task', 1s used to make a request of someone,

to beg another!s pardon or forgiveness, or to interrupt an angered

cr offended person.

2. After a verb plus /na/, 'and', consecutive forms like /mabegyé/

are sometimes preceeded by a free form, e.g., 1n sentence 9 of the

dialogue /méeba mébéqu/ may replace /mabegyé/. Pronouns other

than first person singular regularly occur with the consecutive

form in this position.

Lexical Drill A

1.

10.

’ L , ~

Fa nsuo ma gu mi
’ [ £
kiruwa n& mé.

RN I L
Hwie nsuo no firai

. Tt 2 2
kuruwa no mud.
LA ’ ra

Hwie nsuo no fira

békéﬁ@ né mé.

’ I/ P SN £

Nsuo nni bokgte no
)
mu.

I d » L4 T A ’
Nsuo nni ho aa yede

bEhgro.

2 b Y I R ,
Samind nni ho aa yedg

I d [}
behqrq.

s 3 4 2 2 ,
Samina nni pond no sq.
L £ L o~ £ 2
Ngo nd wo pand nd sq.

Ngé né yE m& miamé

déa.

I d . rd Id
Kuruwa ketewaa fitaa

£ AP S
no ye& m&€ méame dea.
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Compare Unit 5, note l.

Fi1ll my cup up with water.

Pour the water out of my cup.

Pour the water out of the
bucket.

There 18 no water in the bucket.

There 1s no water here to wash
with.

There 1s no soap here to wash
with.

There 1s no soap on the table.

The cooking o1l 1s on the table.

The palm o1l belongs to my
mother.

The small white cup belongs to

my mother,
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New words
ekﬁruwé
hw1é
P4 LY
bqk¢t¢
e ! e
samina (sgmind)

&
g

Lexical Drill B

cup, pitcher
to pour out of
bucket

soap

palm o01l, cooking o1l

1. Okyénd ye da bérr

2. Okyéni ye Kwasiéda.

3. N4 Owisundm wo ha
ngsiéda.

. NA& Owisundm ye

What day 1s tomorrow?
Tomorrow will be Sunday.

The Owusus were here Sunday.

The Owusus were students in

osukuufoo wlo)

Améréka.

’ L4 4 .
5. Na may¢ adwuma wo

pet¢r65 déﬁpq WO

Améréka.
6. Ni mayé édwﬁma

~ 4 4 Id
anwumere na mako

P N rd
sukuu anopa.

, , s - £ 2
7. DNa maye adwuma md no

‘0 ~ '
ansad na mébaa ha.

8. Yehyee mé ténke nd mi

2 ~ ’
ansd mebaa ha.
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America.

worked in a falling station

in Ameraica.

worked at night and I went to

school duraing the day.

had worked for him a year
before I came here.
had my tank filled up before

I came here.
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9. Yehyee md tAnke n I had my tank filled up at
m& wo Owisu hd. Owusu's.
10. MEtoo ataadée yi WO I bought these clothes at
Owiisi hd. Owusu's,
New word
petqréé déﬁpq f1lling stataion

Lexical Drall C

1. M&da ase. Thanks.
2. Kliié ase. Translate 1t.
3. Eé ase. Make a deposit.
Pay something down.
L. Eg;é ase. Sit down.
5. Fi ase. Start. Begin.
6. Eﬂé ase. Fall down.
7. Hwé ase. Look under 1t.
8. gggé ase. Be humble. Come down off your

high horse. Bend over.
Stoop down.

9. Di 8s¢. Strike a bargain.
Agree on a price.

10. Twa ase. Draw a 1ine under 1it.

Lexical Drill D

1. Waka gkyirl. He's late.
2. Obeduruu hé qkyirl. He arrived late.

3. Obeduruu ha mmérg né He arrived on time.

4

PEPEEDE.
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L. Wabeduru ha mmér(q) He 1s on time. He 1s in time.
né péps&pe. He has arrived in time.

5. Wgbeduru ha ntém. He 1s on time.

6. E%iﬁhygh né abédu ha The bus arrived on time.
ntém.

7. Ewimhyfn né abedu The airplane arrived on
mmér(e) &a yahyehyé schedule.

A ra ,
amé no pEPEEPE.

8. B50sg né bédu mmér(e)  The bus will arrive on schedule.

A T S VU S 2 Y X
aa yahyehye amid no

pépeepe.

9. B55sq n8 béka akyirl The bus will arrive an hour
dophwéré k8. late.

10. B55sq né bédiru ha The bus will arraive an hour
ntém doghwéré kb, early.

New words

ntém haste, swiftness; fast, quick;
early, soon

hy@hyé to arrange, adjust; fit out,
equip

abaawa (pl. m-) girl

pgré to sweep

qdihq, qdiwq yard, court

P?Péé broom
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Lexical Drill E

1.

10.

Abaawa né rgp@ré
r' 4
qdlwo.
Abéawa n5 WO Egréé
féférg.
Abaawa n& dé Egréé
na eepgré.
rd N\
Abaawa nS d¢ perae
2

g ~_ 2 -2 o~
aa meye€ maa no no

na eeggré.

Abdawa n& éfi asg
pgra.

Abdawa né Egréé aén

L 2 , s
no MU sliesle aa.

£
Abéawa né aggré dan

LAY

nd mb awie.

4 2 [ L
Abaawa no0 mperaa odan

né mi (ee).

Vi 2L r AN rd
Abaawa né mfia ase
r Y
mperaa ye.

[P F3 ,
Afe1 ansg na abaawa

2 T
no beggra.
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The girl 1s sweeping the yard.

The girl has a new broom.

The girl 1s sweeping with a
broom.
The girl 1s sweeping with the

broom I made for her.

The girl has begun to sweep the
room.

The girl has just swept the
roonm.

The girl has finished sweeping
the room.

The girl hasn't swept the room
yet.

The girl hasn't started to
sweep yet.

The girl 1s about to sweep now.
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Pattern Drill A

1.

10.

S 2 m& mpabq
€ mIgya meé mpabQa
L ’2° ’, )
nd aa, wubetumi

N N e 2
aye ama me anaaft

~ ~ , N 2
Se¢ mede me kaa no

I d 4

LN ’ ]
ba aa, wubetumi
rd . [ ~ 2
ayg¢ ama me anaat
~ NS S Sy
Sa mede méeé kaa no ba

N\

aa,

. 4

wode oeyere

féférgﬁbégp mf amd

-~ £
me anaa%

-~ Id L4 ’rN I .
Se meba ntem aa, wQdg

F Y V 2 | ' d
ogyere foforq begu
L 2 N 2
mu ama me anaav
PUSENY ] VI BN
Se meba ntem aa €se

I ~ , ~
s€e métwen nb.

P, N

’ 2\
SE& wamma aa, €3€ SEE

~ , £
metwen no.
P V

aa, yenni
Ayebédl.

rd
Se wamma

L os
nam aa

Se yankﬁm ogpéﬁ a8

, £ ’ 8 ’
yenni ndm aa yebedi.

£ Lo 20

Se yankim ogugil aa

okdm béde YEN.

L4 L4 )
Se yamma ntem aa,

okdm béde yen.
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If I leave my shoes, can you

repair them%

If T bring my car can you repailr

i1t for me?%

If T bring my car will you

change the o011%

If T come early, will you change

the 011 for me%

If I call early, I'll have to
wait for him.

If he doesn't come, 1'1l1l have
to wait for him.

If he doesn't come, we won't
have any meat to eat.

If we don't kill a sheep, we

won't have any meat to eat.

If we don't kall a sheep, we'll

be hungry.
If we don't get back early,

we'll be hungry.
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klim to kil1l, execute; cause
to cease, extinguash

ogué” sheep
okom hunger
3. Verbs whose noun objects indicate place or location very

often have meaning which cannot be guessed. See Lexical Drill C.
The student should learn these verbs plus objects as vocabulary

i1tems.

L. /~wa/, /-ma/, /-ba/ are productive suffixes, 1.e., are used
to form many new words. /-wa/ means !'feminine'! or 'the female'

of the noun to which 1t 1s attached. If /-wa/ 18 preceeded by

a single /-a/, /-awa/ 1s usually /-as/, e.g., /Ata/, 'a male twin',
and /Atas/, 'a female twin'. /-ma/ means the 'masculine! or 'the

male! of the noun. /-ba/ means, 'the child of! or 'the young of'
the noun.

S. A low-tone /-e¢/ suffix forms instrument nouns from verbs,
e.g., /pqréé/, tbroom! from /pqré/, 'to sweep' and /fltéé/,
'bellows'!, 'a woven fan!, from /fita/, 'to fan a fire'. Though

this suffix 1s fairly common, the student should avoid coining

new verb stems.

6. /né/ plus the perfect makes up the past perfect. See Lexical
Drill B, sentences 6 and 7.
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Unit 17

Basic Dialogue

—A-
Mépaw kyéw.
v o

edwdmd (pl. (e)Afiwoms)

2.4 s .
Ehefd na edwomil wo%

tée

, ’N ~
Ko wanim tée.

nifd (nifg)
Se w@duru sukﬁﬁdéﬁ né né
aa, fa wﬁ nifs.
béqkﬁm (bénktm)
ohénq (hénq)
(pl. a-n¥m)
Fa wQ bénklim wo Dhéne
§kwanta.
ko sé
1 ~ , , 1
Ko sq ko tée kosi scee
P
0

wﬁbedu edwomd né h

Mmérq sén na métﬁml dq

V 2 Y P, N r
anantq gduru ho®

160

I beg your pardon.
market, market place

Where 1s the market®

straight
Go straight. ('Go your face-
plane straight.')
right
When you reach the school, turn
right.
left
king, chief
Turn left at King's Junction.
to keep on, continue
Keep on going until you come

to the market.

How long will 1t take me to

walk there?
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-B-
de to take, require
8 wWibetimi de doqhwéréfg It will take you half an hour
édﬁru. to get there.
Notes

1. /guggsq/, which 1s // guaso//, 1s also commonly used for 'market
'market!. This 18 an Akuapim word meaning 'an assembly’', 'place

where people come together!, 'market!,

2. /de/ also 1s used in the sense of !taking or requiring a
certain amount of time or a certain tool (including money) to do

a certain actaivaity'!.

Question and Answer Drill A

1. 0kwAA bén na exd Which road goes to the market?
e dwomi®
Okwh 4a Edéfnlfé The road on the right goes
E§ k5 edwomd. to the market.
2. Guéqsqkwﬁﬁ wo hé% Where 1s the market road?
Guégsqkwéﬁ wo The market road 1s on the
b&nktm. left.

3. ehéréd na b55squ1nébéa Where 1s the bus station®

né wo?
B55squ1nébéa n§ wo The bus station 1s /straight/
H&Ei@- ahead.
L. Okw&f yi k5 h& Where does this road go?
Okwh yi ko mpgang. This road goes to the seaside.
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5.

10.

New

ehérd na 15ré n& fééy?

) r'a [ ~ £
Lor@ no faa bénkum.

‘ ~ rd

ﬁdqbn na €bo wo nsa
R L
bénkim no%

, . 4 ~ L
Wakye na €bo mé€ nsa

bénkfim né.
T ’ !
wWQyee dqgn na wutwaa
WQ nsa nir4z

SEkAR na etwéé me

nsa nlfé.

D4 b&n na yedl guag
Yedl gug Benada.
Ofaa kwih wel sé anfa

) v r d rd
SEE wWel sq?

Ofaa kwéﬁ wel sé.
Yebétéa sé ako yen
;e ~ £
anim tée anga%

Daabl, yented sg

ako yen §n1ﬁ tée®
words
epQ
an
mpqang, epqan3
bo
wékyé
tqé
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Which way did the car go®
The car took a left.
What are you wearing on your
left arm?
I'm wearing a watch on my
left arm.
How daid you cut your right
hand?
It was a knife that cut my
hand.
What day 1s the market held?
Market day 1s Tuesday.
Di1d he take this road or that
onev?
He took this road.
Shall we continue on straight
ahead®
No, we aren't going to

continue on straight ahead.

ocean, sea

mouth; edge, brim; beginning
seaside, seashore

to tie, tie up, tie on

watch

to join, connect, string; follow,

continue
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Lexical Draill A

1.

10.

~ ’ ey
Med@ squni na ehqrqq
-t " ‘,
me kaa no.

~ 2 L ' d A ~
Mede samIng horoo me

,N 2
kaa noC.
~ ~ k'\ L
Métonn me kasa no.
I d
Métopp baxgre WO
' ~
edwomil.
~ I
MThiu baygre wo
’ ~
edwomtl,

MThtu n8 sé€ 0ohQro

On |[oms

~ '\
he kaa n

~ rd ~ .’ 2N 4
Megye midi see oohgr

-0

~ s 2
ne kaa no.
~ ’ ~_ s 1 '
Megyg midi se€ Osuo
rd 4
beto nne.
T o~ ] 1
Obisaa me sec€ osuo
' d

béto nne.

Obisda mé nea eguaase

wo?

New words

v d Y d
gye di

4
bayere
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I used soap to wash my car.

I washed my car with soap.

I sold my car.

I sold yams at the market.

I saw yams at the market.

1 saw him washing hais car.

I believe he 1s washing his car.

I believe 1t will rain today.

He asked me 1f 1t will rain

today.

He asked me where the market

18%

to believe

yam
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Question and Answer Drill B

1. Edgén ntl na wﬁuséﬁ Why are you going back to school
dko sukiu m& bio? again?
Milséﬁ dko sukuu mé I'm going back to school
bio ésféng,séé because I forgot my coat.

~Y ' d . L
mewere afiri me

kG0t ,

2. Mpéq ah& na mgtq aba? How often do you hold elections?

Yeté aba mfie nim We hold elections every five
Eig;g. years.
3. Exwhn yi ko h&% Where does this road go%
Exwdfl v1 ko gkuraé It goes down to a certain
bl asg. village.
L. gdqén nti na wanma. Why didn't you come last Friday%

, ,n , 2 L
Fieda asa etwq mi nov

Mammé Fleda aa etwé I didn't come last Friday
mb né ef1 sée ms because my wife went on a
yér¢ étﬁ kwéii. trip.

5. Wé né m& beko Méméngda Are you going to go with me

aa €ecba yi® next Saturday®

M&entumi nd wo nkd 1 won't be able to go with
Mémén@da aa teba you next Saturday.
yi.

16l
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6. Péstqus né wo qu{ﬁ
anﬁa?
' d I d LY
Daabi, postofes né

wo w(o) ékyi.

7. 8dqén na wéyeé mmér(e
éé mlfii ha n5?
r 4 r KN I d . ' d
Mmgr(e) aa wufii ha
ng, m&kohwé &
om&fthy 1 amidssa.

8. Wakohwé Asantqhéngfle
pen anfa?
4éﬁ, m&koo hd sée
m&ekohwé

Asant@hénefle.

9.  Wokod ahgmfie né,
wihdu Sikdagua
’ [ 3 ) )
Kofi n& anfa?
ngb{, maﬁﬁyé kwhn
ankohwé Slkéagﬁa
—.-—-——-.—-' [} ]
Kofi n&.

rd

10. Wihtu Asantqhqnq
éﬁkasa?
4 Z
qubl manhu ng;
mmdm mThitu né

gzéﬁme.

)
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Is the post office straight
ahead®?
No, the post office 1s back
that way.

What did you do after I left®

I went to look around the
House of Parliament.

Have you ever seen the

Ashantihene!'s palace®

Yes, I went there especially
to see the Ashantihene's
palace.

When you went to the palace,
did you see the Golden Stool?%

No, I didn't have an oppor-
nity to see the Golden Stool.

Did you see the Asantehene
himself?

No, I didn't see him; but

rather I talked to his

spokesman.
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New words

Were mind, memory; the seat of the
emotions

were fi(ri) to forget

tq ba to elect, choose

qkuraé aseg village

okuraqséni (pl. n-f9o) villager

tu kwlfl to travel, take a trip

ngﬁﬁhyi%mﬁdéﬁ House of Parliament

Asanté Ashanti language or region

Asantghénq the King of Ashanti

pen before, previously

ahémfle palace, chief's house

Sikgggug Kofl the Golden Stool

fiy& kxwhfi to have an opportunity, get
the chance

éékasa self

mmdm rather

okyégmq (pl. a-) a chief's spokesman

Pattern Drill A
1. Na méyé abqféra né, When I was a child, I lived in
métqréé Nkerifi. Accra.

2. Mmér(e) da mBwo Ghéna While I was in Ghana, I stayed

Eé: métqnéé Nkeraii. in Accra. When I was 1n Ghana,

I lived in Accra for a while.
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10.

Mmér(q) aa méwo Ghana

I d -~ -~ o
ng, na mé8te Nkerail,

~ PN £

&, » ’
Me papa wul nd, na

métq qur@ﬁ.
~ N ‘,

" , ’
Me papa wui no, na

’ ’ I d
mgdl mfie du.

Mmér(e) 4a yetid ko

Tgkoradi, na mgdl
mfie du.
Mmér(g) da yetu k59
PN 14 ')
Tgkoradi, na yemwoQ

~ .
mf nﬁabaa ng ee,

Mmér(e) da mifil sukuu

asg ng, na yeqwéé
m? ﬁﬁqbéa n8 ee.
Mmer(e) ga mifil sukuu
4 I d
aseg ng, na yete
sukundéi né ﬁkygﬁ

pEE.

N& méyé abqféra n5,

na yete sukiudén
né Aky#d pee.
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When I was 1n Ghana, I lived
in Accra.

When my father died, I lived
in Accra.

When my father died, I was ten
years old.

When we moved to Takoradi, I

was ten years old.

When we moved to Takoradi, my

sister wasn't bern yet.

When I started to school, my

si1ster wasn't born yet.

When I started to school, we

lived close to the school.

When I was a child, we lived

close to the school.
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Lexical Draill B

1.

2.

Opoqké né da okwén
né mf.

Opopké né gyina okwhn
né mé.

Mpoqks né bga okwén
né mf.

Mpogké n& bgébéa okwén
né mé.

Mpoqks n§ deda okwhn

né mf.

MpoQkS né gyinagyina
okwin né mé.

Lexical Drill C

1.

Dug da fim.
Nnué gu féﬁ.
Nhué gugu féﬁ.
Nnué deda féﬁ.

' d r Y
Nnuq 8181 fqm.
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The horse 1s lying in the road.

The horse i1s standing in the
road.

The horses are lying together
in the street.

The horses are lying about in
groups 1n the street.

The horses lying about in the
road.

The horses are standing about

in the street.

There 1s a stick lying on the
floor.

There are trees lying on the
ground.

There are sticks scattered on
the ground.

There are logs lying about the
ground.

There are trees /standing/

about the ground.
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New words

opoypks (popko) (pl. m-) horse
boa to lie or lay in a group
dug (nnug) tree, stick, wood

Lexical Drill D

1. Okdm dg me. I'm hungry. ('Hunger possesses
me. ')

2. Osukdm de mé&. I'm thirsty.

3. Awd de mé. I'm cold.

L. Ahﬁhurq de¢ m&. I'm hot.

5. qui kiim. I'm.sleepy; ( ™My eyes are
dead. ')

6. Mabere. I'm tired. ('I have /become/

fatigued. ')

7. Eyé md de. It's sweet. (!'It 1s /to/ me
sweet. !)
8. €y¢é ms fiwene. It!'s bitter.

9. €yt m§ fikyenefikyene.  It's salty.

10. Ewim ye hye. It's hot. (!The air 1s hot.!')
11. Ewim ye fiwini. It's cold.
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New words

okom hunger

awd cold, chill

qhﬁhurq heat, steam

kiim to die, be dead, kill
bgré to fatigue, grow weary
de sweet; pleasant, agreeable
fiwene bitter, sour

fikyéne salt

ﬁkyqnqﬁkyénq salty

hye to burn; hot

fwtn cool

3. /méWére gfiri/ 1s often /mivi gfira/.

L. Before the Europeans came the Ashanti Empire controlled most
of the central and southern part of what is now Ghana. The
/Asantghéng/ or King of the Ashanti ruled from Kumasi where he
sat on the Golden Stool, which was believed to have descended
from heaven. One did not directly address a chief, but one
spoke to the king's /okyéﬁmq/, 'spokesman', who whispered the
message to the chief. The spokesman then gave the king's reply
to the inquarer.

5. /apkasa/ may be preceeded by independent personal pronouns,
e.g., /mé ankasa/, 'myself’..

6. Most stative verbs showing location are reduplicated to
indicate the subjects of the verb are scattered or distributed

about 1n the position or manner indicated by the verb stem.
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T« The perfect of some verbs 1is often used to describe a present

condition resulting from something past, e.g., /mabere/, 'Tm
tired!', literally 'I have /become/ fatigued'.

8. Some adjectives occur only after a verb, e.g., /de/, 'sweet!.
If the verb of the sentence 1s not a stative verb, this type of
adjective follows the noun in a subordinate clause beginning
with /aa y&/, 'which 1s!.

9. /péstqus/ 1s Jposuofese//.
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Unit 18

Basic Dialogue

-A-
1 Wéye dqéﬁ édWﬁma? What's your occupation?
-B-
kook60 cocoa, cocoa tree
aflo, gfiw (pl. m-) farm, field
do to produce, raise, 1ncrease
2 M&d5 kookdo qfﬁo. I'm a cocoa farmer.
~A-
s8 to be big, be large
3 Wé 4fﬁo né 6 anfaz Is your farm large®
-B-
L ééﬁ, ess kaquéa. Yes 1t's not so big.
-A-
yarée (yaree) (pl. £i-) sickness, disease

5 W§ éfﬁo né kookdo yarée WO Are you troubled by swollen
m? shoot disease®?
~B-

6 ééﬁ, ko0oko0 yarée ékﬁm nnué Yes, swollen shoot has killed

né rk. about half my trees.
~A-
7 Enti nnué aa yarée wo ma What do you do then with the
né wéye né dqgﬁ? infected trees?
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-B-
mmars (mmara) law, rule
twg...gu to cut in various locations
8 Ab&n mmara kyqré sé¢ ese Government regulations say that
sée yetwé nnué aa yarée all infected trees must be cut
wo mi né ﬁyinﬁa gu. out.
Notes

1. /esé kaquéa/, 'Tt's not so big!, literally 'It's big a little!
1s a modest way of implying 'It's quite large'.

2. /kook55 yarée/, 'swollen shoot disease! attacks and kills
cocoa trees. At present there i1s no known cure for swollen
shoot. The govermment pays farmers to cut out infected trees.
Ghana 18 the world's leading producer of cocoa and depends on her
export of about a quarter of a million tons per annum for most of
her foreign exchange.

3. /Enti...wéye ngdqéﬁ?/ls quite emphatic and shows surprise or
other emotion. If emphasis were not desired, dialogue sentence 7
would probably be/@dq&nna wode nmug aa yaree wo mi né yer/,
"What do you do with the infected trees% !,

. /gu/, 'to be poured, sprinkled, or spread about', 1s used
after another verb to show that the action 1s performed at various
places, or with a number of items, e.g., /twa...gu/, 'to cut out
pieces here and there!, 'cut at several locations!. Sometimes
/eu/ translates 'onto!, 'upon'; 'away!, e.g., /métqq péns§r¢ né
gﬁﬁySA 'T threw the pencils away' or /Métqq pénsérq né guu pﬁp
s§/, 'I threw the pencils onto the table!.
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Lexical Drill A

1.

9.
10.

M&do kookdo gfﬁo WO
Juéqsq.

M&d5 nkatee afuo wo

Mgrégsg.

Mé papégye porisinl

WO Mpréqsq.
Mé papé da porési wWo
Yendi.

Woyén qngntwie WO

’ >
Yenda.
’ L4
Woyen anatwie wo
’ ~
Esiremi.

Yqyé ab&# édwﬁma p)

’ ~
Esiremd.
, Lan * \
Yeye aban adwuma wo
£
Adga.

Oty fikyene wo Ad&a.

Otl sika wo Obué31.

New words

nkatde

porisini (pl., m- =~ a- féo)

rd LY
porisi

di

yen
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I'm a cocoa farmer at Juaso.

I'm a peanut farmer at Mpraeso.

My father 1s a policeman at
Mpraeso.

My father 1is in the police at
Yenda.

They raise cattle at Yendai.

They raise cattle in Northern
Ghana.

We work for the government in
Northern Ghana.

We work for the government at
Ada.

He mines salt at Ada.

He mines gold at Obuasa.

peanut, groundnut
policeman

police

to work as, be employed as

to breed, nurse, raise
animals
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nqntwie (néntw1e)

(pl. anantwie)
r [} [ [
esere (sere)

' ~

Esiremi
-~ rd
E31remufqo

t
Lexical Drill B

PO ’ g ,
l. AndOméa n§ s1 dug nd sQ.

2. Andm&a nb atl akosi dug

L d
né sq.

3. Andmfa né atl afiri dua

I d
né sg.

. Andm&a né ati Afa dua

2
no asg.

PV LR IR »
5. Andm&a nb eetu afa dua

L
né ho.

6. Andmda né atld twa dug

n§ né éhyiﬁ.

7. Andmda né atﬁ ko dua

L . 2
né ho.
~w o’ Y 2 B Y
8. Andmia né atd afira

dué n5 hé.
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a head of cattle

grass

the grasslands in the north
of Ghana

the i1nhabitants of the
grasslands

to dig, farm, mine

The bird i1s in the tree.

The bird has flown into the
tree.

The bird has flown out of
the tree.

The bird flew under the tree.

The bird i1s flying past the
tree.

The bird flew around the
tree.

The bird flew toward the
tree.

The bird flew away from the

tree.

UNIT 18
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9.

10.

~ ~I £ rd 4 -~ »
Andméa no gtu afa dua

"'

no_sqQ.

[ S A T R Y
Andm&a nO atu afa

’ " ld
nnua no ntem.

New words

andmfa (andmfa) (pl. n-)
tu

ﬁhylé

Lexical Drill C

1.

Oodué kook3o wo néfqoﬁ.

r' 4 I Y r
Ooduq kookoo wo nnua

’ £
kesee nd ase

~ ’ 4 ,
Ni fie s1 nnug kqsqe

ng aseg.

o a? . £ né&
Ni fie s1 nsuo ndo hd.

’ L 2
Oonam nsuo nd ho.

rd -
ODonam nsuoand.
—_—_

£ ’ X
Osafn koo nsuoand.

LAY

LY N\ P d
0s&% kofaa nneemd aa

, r o~ ’ L
na_wagya ne ho no.
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The bird flew over the tree.

The bird flew between the

trees.

bird
to fly

meeting, interview, session

He 18 planting cocoa on his
farm.

He 1s planting cocoa under the
tall trees.

His house 1s under the big
trees.

His house 1s by the river.

He 1s walking by the river.

He 1s walking along the river
bank.

He went back to the edge of
the raver.

He went down to get the things
he had left.
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9. Dkoo séré hd koféa

, - 2N ’ 7
nneemd aa na wigya
'd
nd hd nb.

10. Dkoo séré kodééy.

New words

r'd LN
08QrQ
Pattern Drill A
1. oAbarqméé aa Sokasa né
ye m? ﬁﬁq.
2. Abarqméé aa doko né ye
L A
mi nua.
F F Y ’ £
3. Abaremaa aa oopera no
4 ~ L
ye mi nig.
Lo Abar¢méé aa_ot¢ ha né
£ b
ve mi Aug.
5. Abar@méé a8 opgré né ye
& ~L
mi nug.
6. Abarqméé a8 okd né ye
mf ﬁﬁq.

) e 2
7. Abaremaa aa obisa no

A nf ﬁﬁq.
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He went up to get his things

that he had left.

I went upstairs and went to

bed.

to return

edge of water, riverbank,
lakeside

top, upper part; above, over

The boy who 1s talking 1s my
brother.

The boy who 18 going 1s my
brother.

The boy who 1s sweeping 1is my
brother.

The boy who 1s sitting there
1s my brother.

The boy who sweeps 1s my
brother.

The boy who goes 1s my
brother.

The boy who asks 1s my

brother.

UNIT 18
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8. Abarqméé aa oténéﬁ hd

p A )
no ye mi Hug.
[ A , t £
9. Abargmaa ga_operaa no
L
ye m¥ fita.

P . + ya
10. Abaremaa aa okasaay nO

€ & wh
ye mI filia.

11. Abarqméé aa obisaéy né
L ok
ye mI fitg.
12, Abar¢méé aa obééy né ye
mf ﬁﬁq.
13. Abargméé aa otSéX né ye
nf ﬁﬁq.

Pattern Drill B

LY R4

’ [}
1. Abarqmaé aa oopkasa
né ye m¥ ﬁﬁq,
2. Abar@méé aa Sogké n&
A ~ 4
Y€ mi nug.

2 I T 4 [} L
3. Abaremaa ga oompera no

ye mf ﬁﬁ@.

L. Abar¢méé 42 5nte ha né

ye nf ﬁﬁq.

5. Abargméé aa 5m2§ra né
ye nf ﬁﬁq.

6. Abarqméé aa 5§53 nd ye
mé ﬁﬁq.
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The boy who sat there 1s my
brother.

The boy who swept 1s my
brother.

The boy who talked 1s my
brother.

The boy who asked 1s my
brother.

The boy who came 1s my
brother.

The boy who bought 1t 1s my
brother. |

The boy who i1sn't talking 1is
my brother,

The boy who 1sn't going is my
brother.

The boy who isn't sweeping 1s
my brother.

The boy who i1sn't sitting
here 1s my brother.

The boy who doesn't sweep 1s
my brother.

The boy who doesn't go 1s

my brother.
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Te Abarqméé 48 Ommisa n The boy who doesn't ask 1is
ye mé ﬁﬁq. my brother.

8. Abaremaa &a onté hi né The boy who doesn't sit here
ye mf ﬁﬁq. 1s my brother.

9. Abargméé aa wémpéra né The boy who didn't sweep 1s
ye m$ ﬁﬁq. my brother.

10. Abargméé a8 wénkésa né The boy who didn't talk 1s my

ye m? ﬁﬁ@. brother.
11. Abargméé 48 wommisa né The boy who didn't ask 1s my
ye nf ﬁﬁq. brother.

P

12. Abargméé 58 whmma né ye The boy who didn't come 1s

nm¥ ﬁﬁq. my brother.

, N ’

13. Abarqméé 82 wantd né ye The boy who didn't buy 1t 1s

nf ﬁﬁ§. my brother.
New word
abargmia (pl. m-) boy, lad

Lexical Drill D

1. ADbA#R éhyéhyé mmara The goverrment has passed
£6£dro Pll. many new laws.
2. AvéA éhyéhye ma The govermment has arranged
sukﬁﬁféo aba Améréka. for students to come to
America.
3. Eggég m& sukﬁﬁféo abe. He has helped students come
Améréka. to Ameraica.
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L. Wabéa m& m& mahyehyé He has helped me repair my
mé béésgkgre. bicycle.

5. Wobetim: ébéa mé m& Can you help me fix my
méhyéhyé mé béésqque. bicycle?

6. Wobetumi aboa m& md Can you help me find Nkrumah
méhwéhwé eNkﬁruma Avenue?
oé!§227

7. Mé&te Nkﬁruma évenu. I live on Nkrumah Avenue.

8. M&te eKembépé Kvenu I live at Kimberly Avenue
né ePég%n °réddo and Pagan Road.
ggyanté.

9. Mérkéla némé wan si Markola Number One i1s at the
qubélé 4venu né corner of Kimberly Avenue
Pégén Réédq pkwanté. and Pagan Road.

10. Markdla ndéma wan gé Markola Number One 1s next
Mmara Sukuu sd. to the Law School.

New words
bé%sqque bicycle

di...sé to follow, come after,
be next, to be beside

5. The tone pattern which a verb has in 1solation is the primary
tone pattern. The verb in most independent clauses has the primary
pattern. In relative clauses and after emphatic /na/, most verbs
have a different or secondary tone pattern, but the positive simple
present and the positive stative verbs do not have a secondary
pattern. Verb forms that have secondary tone patterns are: (1)
positive progressive and positive perfect, high throughout, (2)
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positive past, primary prefixes, high stem vowels, mid tense suffix,
high adverbial suffixes, (3) positive future and all negatives,

high prefixes, mid on first stem vowel, high on succeeding stem
vowels.

6. /abarqméé/ 1s //abarimaa//.

7. /Nkiruma évenu/ 1s /Nkrumah Avenue/.
/qubéré/ or /qubélé R66do/ 1s JKimberly Road/.
/Pégén RG6do/ 1s JPagan Road/.
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Unit 19

Basic Dialogue

“A-
Wﬁgyl df s osd bELd emné
an&a?
- B-
Dggbi, miffiyl nni séé ost
béto.
L r] L
Wooko bggbi anga?
~A-
r'd .
fotbool
1 é
Aafi, mépe sé¢ m8kohwé
£Qtbool.
-B-
b551

Hw&rndm na £ebd bool ennéR
—A-
kotoko
Kotoko né& %Gerét Ashéntés.
Se nsto t(3) da, wibeye

I 4
dqgﬁ?

182

Do you think 1t will rain

today?

No, I don't believe 1t will
rain today.

Are you going somewhere?

soccer
Yes, I want to go to a goccer

game.

ball

Which teams are playing today®

brave companions, able
teammates
The Kotokos and the Great

Ashantis.

What wi1ll you do 1f 1t rains®
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A~
8 St nsto t(5) 4a, metend fle If 1t rains, I'll stay home

-~ £l~ ~r
makénkan mé h&ma. and read.
Notes

1. /-n®m/, which forms the plural of many nouns referring to
persons, may also mean 'and those with the subject!', e.g.,
/Owisundm/, may mean 'The Owusus (any two or more persons with

this name)'! or 'Owusu and the people with him’'.

Pattern Drill A

1. wﬁgyl di séé Soba’ Do you think he 1s coming®
2. Wﬁgyl a1 sée éggg? Do you think he 1s going?
3. wunim obarémé ga 9oko Do you know the man who is
né2 going®
i, Wanim baabl da owo? Do you know where he 1s%
5. Minnim bqui 44 OWO. I don't know where he 1is.
6. Minnfm nea Soye. I don't know what he 1s doang.
Te Eggﬂé nea 5oye. Go see what he 1is doing.
8. Kohwt s&€ nsto Eeto. Go see 1f 1t 1s raining.
9. Bisa nd sté nsto Eeto. Ask him 1f 1t 1s raining.

10. Bisa n& sée Kotoko eebo Ask him 1f the Kotokos are

enne. playing today.
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Question and Answer Drill A

1.

TIim bfn na wépé won
» A\ ]
asem?

Mépe Kotoko as tm.

’ 2Lt £
Wogye nea okiaye nd
’
di?
Dagbi, maﬁﬁyé nea
okéhye né anni.
Se osto t(3) 4a,
wébeye dqéﬁ?
Se osto tlo) éé,
m§enkso.
Mmarémé né mb nea owo
hén na oohw¢hwé me?

P B 2 S ]
Barema aa oohye

ataadée ntuntum né

na 00hw¢hw§ WQ.
’ A ) ,
Obaa bEn na 0088 egyg
né2

’ 2 PN
MTnnfm obia no, aa

’ ~ Id £
0086 egyg no.
L rd 1} RN
€he na kuruwa aa m
~ A ~ z n&
maame d¢ maa meé n
wWO%
L4 [ ’ £
Kuruwa aa wQ miamée
dq mia wWQ no abo.

18l

What 1s your favorite team?

I 1like the Kotokos.
Do you believe what he sai1d?
No, I didn't believe what he

sa1d.
What will you do 1f 1t rains®
If 1t rains, I'm not going to
go.
Which one of the men 1s looking
for me<®
The man wearing the blue
trousers 1is looking for
you.
Who 1s that woman carrying
firewood?

I don't know that woman who

1s carrying the firewood.

Where 1s the cup that my mother

gave me%

The cup that your mother give

you got broken.



BASIC COURSE UNIT 19

10.

New

Hwhf na ofaa phgmé ad
eda op&n né sé?
0s3fgo né ras nhéms
da eda opgn né
sé?
Abargméé b¥n na wé né
n8 kasa?
Abargméé né ZE_Ei
sukuufuo né mi baak§.
Akoiifitiq aa n(a) esi
mfénsér¢én8 né wo
néz
Yetopn qkoﬁﬁﬁé né
mfa obaa a8 obaa
¢ha nnéra.
Mféﬁsqrq né kyqré
ehé&?
Mféﬁsgrq né kygré
abont&A.
words
t1im

osSféo (pl. a-)
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Who took the book that was
lying on the table%

The preacher took the book
that was lying on the
table.

Who was that boy you were
talking to?

That boy 1s one of my students.

Where 1s the chair that was

under the window?

That chair was sold to a

woman who came yesterday.

Which direction does the
window face?

The window faces the street.

team

preacher, minister, priest
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Question and Answer Drill B

1. Wéws tuntum anfa Do you have either a black one
fltaal or a white one®%
M8wo kokod nk8aa. I have only red ones.

2. Hwhn na 3doko kiro Who 18 going into the city®

kesée mﬁ?

Yen mf baakd eekd Either he or I am going into
kiiro kesée nf. the city.
3. Hwdf na Okééy sée Who asked him to come?
SmmArat
Kofl n& Ammé mi Neither Kofi nor Amma asked
baak§ na Spkééy him to come.

s . }
SE€€ ommara.

L. Edgﬁn nti na wékoé ho? Why did you go there?

M8koo hd kohand I went there to rent a room?
ads.
S. Withttu barémé aa na Did you find the man you were
Wéphwéhwe néz looking fore?
Méﬁgﬁ barémé 8a na I couldn't find the man I
mgehwéhwe né. was looking for.

6. Wégyég nnéema aa ode Did you accept the things he

baaye né. brought®
Mégyeg nnéema aa I accepted some of the things
ode baaye né Ei- he brought.
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10.

Wé déﬁ n& wo sérq
anfa féﬁ?
M& a&fi né wo eséré

¥ 4 rd rd
ho etiri ho.

wﬁdé egyé né 4a
wétwgéye né koyé dqé
Méde egyé né éa
wétwqéye né.
rgkosie.
Wékyqreé né Sénéa
yshyé kaa ase.

anbi, Kwékﬁ na

I . ra 1
ekyeree no senea
yehyé kag ase.

I'd . ld ()
Wghyig nkorofoo aa ote
0d8% baaké né m(f)<

TN , ’
4gfl, mghyig nkorofoo

L3

aa ote 0d&f baaks

né m(8§).

New words

I 2 ‘\
hané&, hag
4
sie

kygré...asq

I d
gquofqo
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Nn?

Is your room upstairs or
downstairs?
My room 1s upstairs at the
end /of the hall/.
What are you going to do with
the wood they cut up?%
I'm going to save the firewood

that they cut up.

Did you explain to him how to
start the car®
No, but Kwaku explained to

him how to start the car.

Have you met the people who
live next door®%

Yes, I have met the neighbors.

to rent, hire
to save, keep
to explain, show

neighbors
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Lexical Drill B

L) N

1. Eeblg nsﬁo bétq ansﬁ

‘ r'd \
na yasan aba.

P ’ ’
2. Eeblg nsuo betq mgkxl.

3. Wokbo m@kyi.

i. WokSo wo bépo nd sJ.

5. 0s11 a7 wo bépo n&
' d
8Q.

6. 0s11 d8A wo bépo né

asg.

7. Asubﬁré da bépo né

ase.
8. ASubﬁré da od&# né

fky £A.

9. Obi retwén wo wo 0dAn

£ o ~
no nkygn.

10. Ebindm r¢twéq WQ WO

11. ngroféo bl rthép wo

Lo £ = o~
wo odan no nkyén.
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It waill probably rain before
we get back.

It will probably rain while
I'm out,

They fought during my absence.

They fought a battle on the
hilltop.

He built a house on top of the
hill.

He built a house at the foot of
the mountain.

There's a well at the bottom of
the mountaain.

There's a well on the other
si1de of the house.

There's someone waiting for
you on the other side of the
house.

Some of the people are waiting
for you on the other side of
the house.

There are some people waiting
for you on the other side

of the house.
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Lexical Drall C

1. Omfa m8 nanté yiye. He bade me farewell.

2. Dmia mé nh5m§ bl aa He gave me a book about Ghana.

efa Ghana hé.

3. Mé& nsa aki qhgmé b1 I have received a book about
aa efa Ghana hé. Ghana.

. M& nsd ak& sika aa I have received the money
ohénqﬁng de m&n&& which the chief sent me.
mé né.

5. Obi awig sika aa Someone has stolen the money
ohén¢ nd de m&n&s which the chief ssnt me.
m8 né.

6. Obl é%iq sika 4a mé Someone has stolen all the
nse kééye né. money that I received.
Ayinda.

L4 L4

T Masée s1ka 4a m& nsa I have used up all the money

kgéye né ﬁyinéa. that I receaived.
8. Masée me pénsére aa I have used up my last pencil.
aka né.
9. ngé mé pénsér¢ aa He has taken my last pencil.
aka né.
10. Wafa sas kwéf yi sé He has used this road before.
da.
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New words

k& to touch, come 1in contact with,
come to, reach
o & ~ £
mine, ména to send, receive
~ ’
wig to steal
S to spend, use up; damage, ruin

Lexical Drill D

1. Métug WQ pég baak§ I will pay you one pount to
ma wapqré dhn m clean this room.
ha.

2. P5n baakd sua mf m& One pound 1s not enough for me
ste mEperd dén mt to clean this room.
ha.

3. Pép baak8 sug mi One pound 1isn't enough for a
ataadée féférq. new suit.

L. Saé ntamé yi yé m& This material is suitable for
ataadde £ofora. a new dress.

5. Sad ntamf yi‘gé;gé This material goes well with
kyé y1 na £eks. my hat.

. 4 ’
6. M& tée yi né mataadee This tie of mine goes well with

féférg né na eeksd. my new suit.

7. Mé& téé vi né matééd¢€ This tie of mine and my new
féférq né fira suit are from Europe.
Aburokyirl.
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8. Mawdfoondm firi

Aburokyliri.
9. Mawéfqonﬁm fira
Aburokyirl aba.

10. DOde nkgré firi

Aburokyirl aba.

New word

sug
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My parents are from Europe.

My parents are back from
Europe.
He brought a message from

Europe.

to be little, few, insufficient
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Unat 20

Basic Dialogue

-A-
kylé
Owura Ménsgh, méde ml ﬁﬁq
yi rlbekylé wé.
-B-
stqré WQ skae
-C-
Yefqré mé qukﬁ Bonsu.
-B-

Wété Kkarom hé anga? Es1éné

L} ~ 4 L
see méfhyiga wo da.

-C-
» - ’ ’ ~
Dggbi, mentg ha. Méte
Kumésg. Mébesqréé m?
w ke
niig.
-B-

’ [N s N
Wanim owiira Kwabena Antwi?
Ot5 kook55 WO Kumésg.
-C-

,

~‘~ ~ ~ o~ ’ [
Aafi, mInTm né. Dto kookoo

2 PN
firi me papa fkycth.
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to greet, shake hands,
welcome; bet, wager

Mr. Mensah, I want to present

my brother to you.

What's your name®

My name 1s Kwaku Bonsu.

Do you live 1in the city?

I've never met you before.
No, I don't live here. I live
I'm /here/

at XKumasi.

visiting my brother.

Do you know Kwabena Antwai®
He 1s a cocoa buyer at Kumasai.
Yes, I know him. He buys cocoa

from my father.
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8 Dia bfn na wQbesdfl akd

Kumésg?
-C-
9 Okyéna anopé.
-B-
10 Nanté yiyé.
-C-
11 Ygg owlra.
Notes

When do you return to Kumasi®

Tomorrow morning.

Goodbye. Have a good trip.

Farewell.

Yes sir.

1. /Nanté yiyé/, '"Farewell'!, 1s used when someone 1s going on

a trip. /Makéra wq/, 'Goodbye!, 'I'm taking leave of you! is

used when you expect to see the person again fairly soon.

Pattern Drill A

1. M&paw kyéw, m& md

Please let me introduce you

mfaw ﬁkyéré opaﬁyfn yi. to this man.

’ . 4 [ od
2, Meéepaw kyew, m&

R o y
meENKyerew nea EwWo.

.. 4
3. Mepaw kyew, fa nkwén
~ ‘
m& m& né.
~ [4 o~ ~
li. Mepaw kyew, mi md
rd d
fufuo né bi.
~ , 4 ~
5. Mepaw kyew, kyere mé
nea €wo.
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Please let me show you where
1t is.

Please pass me the soup.

Plegase let me have some of
the fufu.

Please show me where i1t 1is.
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6. M&paw kyéw, k& kyere

~ [ e
né s&€ oonko,

7. M&paw kytw, k& kyeré

y 2 ] 4
nd sece m8wo ha.

8. Mépaw kyéw, kotd

, . ~
nuusQpepa méd mé.

9. Mé&paw kyéw, twen mé
wo_hd.
10. M&paw kyéw, befa mé
nn5nw5tw§.
New words
opafiyifi (pl. mrfqé)
nﬁusqpépa

Lexical Drill A

1. Yetqq akwadaa né

‘ N'
diffi Asamda.

2. YetqqQ pén né mf ansg

na yekoo ye.

£ , L
3. Wansan amma ansd na

yekooye.
L. Wansén amma kopéﬁ

’ L z £
nnon mmiensa né fa.

5. Mafifiyd kwAf mafiyé

, , L
kopem nnon mmiensa

FAR N
né€ fa.
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Please tell him to leave.

Please tell him I am here.

Please go buy me a newspaper.

Please wait for me here.

Please come for me at eight

ofclock.

adult, grown person

newspaper

We named the baby Asamoa.

We locked the door before we
left.

He didn't come back before
we left.

He didn't come back until
three thirty.

I didn't get a chance to do

1t until three thirty.
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6. Mgﬁﬁyé kwiil magkogzé

I ) -~ ’
visa mede beko

LT L
Ghana no.

, -~ 4 TR
7. €se ge€ mékogye visa

m&de béko Ghand né.
’
8. Ese ste mékogye

') N
mataadee aa €wo

XN » 2
teela ho no.

9. Wﬁbeny€ kwdi akogyé

r ] F ALY
mataadqe aa €ewo
tééla hd né?

’ ~ »
10. Wubeny4 xwéfi aboa

m8 m& mahyehyt mé

nn§8m§?
New words
kopém
r'd LY
visa
tééla
Question and Answer Drill A

1. Sén na wéqu a7 sée
obégyé?
Mégye di ste pon

~ e, ) ’
nn&# beso nani,.
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I didn't get a chance to go

get a visa for Ghana.

I have to go get a visa for
Ghana.
I've got to go get my suit

which 1s at the tailorts,

W1ll you have time to go
get my suit which 1s at
the tailor's?

W1ll you have time to help

me pack?

until, as far as
visa

tailor

How much do you think she
w1ll charge%
I think that she will be
pleased with four pounds.
('I take use that four

pounds will catch her eye.')
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2. Mmqféra yi dée, wédé What about the children, are
won béko? they going?
Mmqféra yi dée, won As for the children, they
né won m&amé na will go with their
Egégg. mother.
3. Mérg ®dq’dq sén na winim How long have you know him?
né%
MiInim né firi mé I have known him since I
mmgféraasg. was a child.
L. Popkﬁ bén na wébeté Which horse are you going to
ﬁkylé wo né sé? bet on%
Mgtq ﬁhylé WO popks I'm going to bet on the
a4 ogyina horse i1n the middle.
mfinimfini né.
5. Sikd sfn na wﬁﬁyaé How much money did you win at
ye wo reses(e)? the races?
Miﬁyéé E5n mpém I won a thousand pounds
nné. today.
6. Sikéa sfn na wése% Wo How much did you lose at the
réses(e)? races?
M&séé mf sikd mdwo I lost all the money I had.
fiyinfa.
7. Da bép na won n& When did they get marrieds?

Y
wareeye.

w_' 2 ’e ,
on no ware.(? 8.1’1098.
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They got married this

morning.
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8. Won né fiyga akyédé biv Di1d they receive any gifts?
won né fiy§g akyédé They received many gifts.
9. Edqﬁn na wédé hyee won? What did you give them?
M8kyee won mpertte. I gave them dishes.
10. Edqén na, wépé s€e méde What do you want me to give
kyéw? you?
Mépe ste wékze mé I want you to give me your
WQ fété. picture.
New words
80 to drip; kindle; try; seal
80 gni to please, satisfy
dédq how many, how much
mfinimfini in the middle of
reses(e) races
ware to marry, get married

akycde (akyede) (pl. f-) gift
pérét@ (pl. m-) plate, dish

fété (pl. m~) photograph
Lexical Drill B

1. 0k5 qfﬁoﬁ ékédué He's gone to the farm to
qburé. plant corn.

2. Okohwéhwe baqbi éténé. He's gone to look for a place

to live.

3. Méepe bqu{ éténﬁ. I'm looking for a place to live.
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li. M&epe obl m& ode m& I'm looking for someone to
ako eﬁimﬁhyéﬁ take me to the airport.
gxlnébéa.
5. Eﬂié obl m& ode mé I need someone to
akod eﬁimﬁhyéﬁ take me to the airport.
gylnébéa.
6. Ehié sika aa m&de I need some money to buy
beto qduané. food.
7. Obisaa sikd aa odé She asked for money to buy
bétd qduqné. food.
8. Obisda mé sée métumi She asked me 1f I can visit
ébssgraé nd. her.
9. _Eﬁgig sée métim Do you know 1f I can vaisit
akoséra nd? her?
10. Wanim sénéa yebéye Do you know how she can be
nay(e) ahd née found?
New word
qburé (ablro) corn, maize

Pattern Drill B

1.

Ogyina kaa es1 dué

L .2
no ho.

He 1s standing by the car

next to the tree.

2. Nstuo nd s1 kda es: dué The bucket of water 1s by the

L . 2
no ho. car near the tree,

3. Nsto n§ s1 opgno no so The bucket of water 1s sitting

WO mféﬁs¢r¢ né ase. on the table under the waindow.
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10.

L . PN Ld
Nhomé& aa yaboa ané gu

opénﬁ né sé WO
mféﬁsqrq né ase.

L o P ’
Nhom& aa yaboa an& gu

~ no ns

’ 1 £
adaka mu si1 akOfft

S RN

L2 I d
no so.
etehniS i

Saféwa né da adéké m

~nvos? ’

2
s1 qk&nnug nd sQ.

Saf6wé n& da opénanlﬁ

r'd 4
wo fam ho.

~ ‘ 4 M
Migyaa n0 opSnanim wo
(Y 4
f%rﬁ ho.

~ ~ £ £
MIgyaa nd opond nod soO

Sma s
WO nhomd so.

Migyi d1 séé eda opénG

né sé w0 qhgmé sé.

New words

opgngnlﬁ

Pattern Drill C

RS , ~
1. Médq kaa hé nne emd

~ LS ’
manee mnneEra.

2. Médq Kaa hé nnéemé

& é ’ [N
foforo n0 siesiee

-~ ’a 8
mé& kaa no.
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A stack of papers 1is lying on

the table under the window.

There's a stack of papers in

the box on the chair.

The key 1s lying in the box

on the chair,

The key 1is lying on the floor

in front of the door.

I left 1t on the floor in

front of the door.

I left 1t on the table on top

of a book.

I think 1t 1s on the table on

top of a book,.

front of a door, (door's face)

I sent him the automobile
parts yesterday.

I repaired my car with the
new parts.
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3. M@&dg né Eén né I wrote my name with his pen.
kyeréwﬁ m? afs.

i, M&de né kohfiu ddketa I took him to see the doctor.
né.

5. M&de nb koo mia I sent him to fix my car.
okoslesiee m& kaa
né.

6. M&de sekdn sristak I sharpened my pencil with
mé& pgnsére ané. a knife.

7. Mé&de pénqérq t0Q adaka I put the pencil on the box.

8. Mé&de¢ nb bag adwuma . I brought him to work with

me.

9. Méde natdadee koméa I sent his clothes to the

wahxgméﬁ. laundryman.
10. Méde nastm nd akbto I have presented his case to
opaﬁyfn né aniﬁ. the boss.
New words
sTis ¥t to cut, carve, sharpen, peel
wahquéﬁ washerman, launderer

2. /dge/, 'as for!, 'concerning', 'what about' 1s used after

a noun to give strong emphasis or special prominence to 1t.

See Question and Answer Drill A, sentence 2.

3. /d9dq/ 1s usually // dodow//.
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i, When two locations are specified for an object, usually /éé.
precedes the second location; but as shown in Pattern Drill B,

1t 1s possible to omit the /d4a/. TFor example, 1n sentence 1 /aa/
may occur between /kda/ and /esi/. Compare Unit 15, note 7.

5. /51/, means 'to be in a vertical position'. If water 1s to
/s1/, 1t must be in a container. See Pattern Drill B, sentence 2.

The same would be true of an i1tem like a box of salt.
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GLOSSARY - This vocabulary is alphabetized according to the stem
consonant and not according to the prefixes, e.g., /edé/, 'day',
18 alphabetized under 'd’'.

[N

aa which, that, what, where
(se)... aa 1f, when, whenever
ba to come, arrive
bqré Come (1imperative)
de... ba bring
oba (pl. m-) child, young one
baa to open
obaa (pl. m-) woman, female
obébarqmé son, male child
bqui (pl. -ndm) a place, somewhere
baaké one
baaké né the second one, thé other one
béégq bag, sach, briefcase
ab&r (vdr) (pl. m-) a large or strong building,
the government
yé abat édwﬁma to work for the government,
be a civil servant
baﬁkyé cassava
obarémé (pl. m-) man, male
qbétl (pl. m-) shoulder
abaawa (pl. m-) servant girl, maid
absawa (pl. m-) girl
bayére yam
be- to come for, to come to do
bé- w1ll, shall, future time
béye (with numerals) approximately
(with prices) the total is
bqé (bea) (pl. m-) place; manner
bén what, which, what kind of
ben to be near, approaching
Benada Tuesday
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b&nkfm  (bénium)
bépo
bqré
bqré
bér? (pl. m-)
mmér(e) aa
bereeoo, bereew
betee
b1
rd
ob1
ra N
eeblq
biqra
obiqra
ebio

blrlbi

I d \
biruu
rd
bisa
bo

rd
bo... paanee
L4
eboo

bqa

boa

bqé

bqaé

(pl. a-)
(pl. m-)

oboa o0
abqféra
bokete
1 [] 1
bokoo
bool
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left, left side
mountain, hilltop
to bring something to a person
to fatigue, grow weary or tired
time
when, time that
soft, slow, mild
soft, tender
a, an, some, any
someone, anyone
perhaps, maybe
every, each
everyone
again

something, anything;
nothing (in negative sentence)

blue
to ask, question

to hit, strike, set in motion
come 1n contact with; break,
destroy, shoot; tie, tie up
tie on

to give a shot of medicine
price; store, pit, seed

to group or be grouped together
in a bunch or group

to be daistributed in groups
to help, aid, assist
to lie, tell a lie
bundle, package
helper, assistant
child
bucket
soft, tender, cheap
ball
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qbomﬁu
abonks (bonks) (pl. m-)
abontén (pl. m-)
bqrodée
borodo
quofé

quoqu§
béésq
b55squ1nébéa
b55sqtapq
bu

bué

buuku, buikud

gburé (%bﬁré)
Aburokyiri

Oburoni (pl. Abqrofé)

da

da ase
deda
eda (pl. n-)
daa
daabl, dabl
adaka

adamfo (adémfé) (pl. n-n&m)

eddr (ddn) (pl. n-na-)
a, dee

4

dqe

de
adée (dée) (pl. nnéema)

20l

stew

shrimps

street; outdoors, outside
plantain, European yam

bread

English, European language
English language, spoken English
bus

bus station, bus stop

bus stop

to bend, curve; break, break off;
decide, judge

to spread, open, flatten out
book

corn, maize

Burope, America

a Buropean

to sleep, lie, rest, be 1n a
prone position

to lie down; thank
to lie about
day
always
no, not, never
box, case, trunk, suitcase
friend
building, house, room

to have, possess; be, be 1n a
state of; keep on, continue;
cause, make; take, require

concerning, as to, with reference
to

sweet

thing
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gdldés
qdldlgd{di
qdldi

4
adiho, adiwo

défi
edfn
dodo
doksta
odSQ (nég) (pl. n-)
doqhwéréfé

(pl. n-)
(pl. n-)

r'd 1
doqhwqrqw
4
aduang
du, duru
r'd
edu
I d I d
dua (nnuq)
2
gduoquoq
‘N
qduqnan
qduonﬂ
2
gduonum
2
gdugsa

' d
qdu031%
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yam

he who, he whose, that which,
where

already

old, encient

what, how

learning, study, education

to eat, employ, use, spend

to eat

to agree on a price,
strike a bargain

out, outside, outdoors
use, enjoyment, benefit
the enjoyment of eating

eating, to eat

the yard around a house; outsaide,

outdoors
hard, difficult,

name; reputation,

expensive
fame
how many, how much

doctor, physician

bell

half-hour

hour

food

to descend, arrive

ten
tree, stick, wood
ninety

forty

twenty

fifty

thirty

sixty
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2
qduosoq

r'd
gduowotwq
duru

rd
qduru

dwa
dwere
dwere
a9
Dwé5da

edwémi (pl. (e)AAwdma)

-~

qdwﬁma (édwﬁma) (pl. ffiwuma)

gdwﬁmaye

£a
efé

ofé ( A

2
hif-1

) (pl. afﬁafa

1
Y
efqm
I d
Faransqe
d 1
ofasu (pl1. g-)
fe
rd I d
afe (pl. mfie)
rd LY
gfel
» LY g, 4
qfel ansa Nae... bE-
T Y »
mfensgrq
rd LY
fqra

I d
fqre
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seventy

ei1ghty

heavy

medicine, herbs

to
to
to
to
Monday

cut up, cut in pieces
tie up, bind
crush, mash

cool, be cool

market, market place
work, job

work, working, to work

a question marker

yes

to take, take away, seize,
obtain, get; up to, as far
as; by means of; about,
concerning

to be hoarse

earth, soil, dirt

half, piece, other side, other
part

ground, floor, bottom; below
French
wall
pretty, nice, beautiful
year
now
to be about to
window
to mix

to call, name; telephone
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fi, fira

fi... ase
ofie
Fleda
mfinimfini
fita
fitaa
fitae
£g
quérq
mfoni
£otbool
£6t6 (pl. m-)
fuag

to be from, from, to leave,
leave from

to begin, start
house, home
Friday
in the middle of
to fan a fire
white, clear
bellows, woven fan
cheap, plenty, plentaiful
new, another
picture
soccer
photograph

to hold, seize

fué single, one

fufio fufu, a Bhanailan food

fufuo white

qfﬁo, (fuo) (pl. m-) farm, field

fura to wear or put Ghanian dress

agoo Is anybody there®
Quiet please. (sai1d to a group)
L=t me pass.

Qgé palm o1l, cooking o1l

goro, goru to play

agorébéa place to play, playground

gu to pour; scatter, be located
in groups, be scattered

gugu to be scattered about

oguéﬂ (pl. fi-) sheep

guéqsq market, market place

gué%sokwéﬁ market road, the road to the

market
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r'd L

(agya) (pl. -ndm)

(gya)

gye di
gyina

gyinagyina

gyinabéa

aha

¢eha (pl. e-ndm)

oha

ahabimménq

ahabsh (p1.p-)

hae

ah&

ehé (pl. e-n®m)
ehéra

h&lo

Y d
ah§mf1e

enéna (pl. -n¥m)

ohénq (hénq) (pl. a-ndm)
ohéanie
his

ehs (pl. €-ndm)
ehd

ah&odsn
ohéhéo (pl. a-)
Qhémé (hdm&) (pl. qgémﬁ)

- 4
nhémikyerew
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to leave, quit, forsake; send
away, accompany

father
firewood
fire

to take, receive, accept; take
internally; charge a price

to believe

to stop, stand, rest, come to
a standing on, upright position

to stand about
stopping place, station, harbor
weariness; an afternoon greeting
here; this
hundred
green
leaf, foilage
to rent, hire
how much, how many, how long
where
where
hello

palace, king's house,
house

chief s

who, whom, whose
chief

king's house than palace

king,

to distress,
require

there; that; from

the whole body; exterior; at,
by, near

trouble, need,

strength
stranger, foreigner, guest
skin, hide; leather, book, letter

letter wriing, to write letters
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L4
horo, hohoro
i ] 1 1 i
hii, hinu
4 ¥
ahuhuro

hwe

hwq
hwq ase
hwee
I d

hwefoo (pl. a-)
hwqhwé

hye... m&
hye

hthyé

hyt

. R

ehyed (pl. a-)
hyenn
hyqréﬁ

hylé

ﬁhquﬁ
fihy1amQ Sl:ast
hyau

ka
k&
k& kyqré

‘ r'd
kg... hé asem
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to wash, launder
to see
hot

to look at; look after; consider;
know

to fall, tumble, beat
to fall down

something, anything

caretaker, supervisor

to search for, look for; want,
desire

to consume, use up, pass time

to pour out of

to shine, polish

to insert, put in; put on, wear
to fi1l1l wup

to burn, be on fire; be hot
(weathe)

to arrange, adjust; fit out,
equip

to blow a musical instrument
boat, ship

bright, brilliant

to penetrate, get through, shine

to meet, assemble; agree, be 1in
accord

meeting, conference, assembly
assembly hall, conference room

shoe, pair of shoes

to remain, be left

to speak, say, talk
to tell, give information to
to talk about, discuss
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L4 ]
pkatee

P Y%
akénkan

rd -
qua

kéré

gqué (qkéré)
qurébéa
okér5m§ﬁ (pl. a-)
kéraétaé (pl. n-)
kesée (pl. a-)
okétqké (pl. Q—)
kétgwa (pl. n-)

kétwaa
ko
de... ko
ko sé
k&
k6
qkéaa

akéké (pl. n-)
kok05

kook6o  (k&okoo)
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to touch, come 1in contact waith,
come to, reach, receive

debt, something which 1s lacking
ring, bracelet
car, automobile

automobile driving, to drive
a car

to count, read

to read, count
light, laght fixture
penny
to talk
self
peanut, groundant
reading, to read

to leave, take leave of, say
goodbye

soul
message
fate, destiny, manner of death
dog
paper, sheet of paper, letter
by, large; great, grand
hyena; locomotive, train
small, little
very small
to go, go away, go to do
to send away, cause to go
to keep on, continue
one
to fight
only, just
chicken

red, orange, reddish brown,
purple

cocoa
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okdm
akékosqrédéé
§k6ﬁﬁﬁé (pl. n-)
akonta

akéntaa

kopém

qué

kora

quaé

koro

quroféo

eqkorég

kosi

k60 tu

Kota

kotoko

kotoku (pl. n-)

ktim

okinu (kunu) (pl. -nSm)

qkuraé

okurqqséni (pl. q—féo)

kuro
kuru
kuru
ekuruwa
qkutﬁ
akutudie

akwadas (pl. n-)
qkwgdﬁ
pkwéﬁ

okw& (pl. a-)
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hunger
yellow, light tan
chair, stool

brother-in-law

arithmetic, reckoning, accounting

until, as far as

to save, hide, conceal, keep
co-wife

colabash

one

neighbors

nine

until, up to

coat

quart

brave companions; able teammates

pocket, bag
to kill, execute; cause to

husband, sister's husband
mouse

village, country town

villager

town, city, village

to thatch, build a thateh roof
a sore

cup, pitcher

orange

eating of oranges, to eat
oranges, orange-eating

baby, infant
banana
soup

road, path; way, method;
opportunity
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okwinsiq (pl. a-)
qkwanté
kquieda

kye
akyé

okyéimq (pl. a-)
akyédé (akyede)
ky€il

(pl. 71-)

%yqr% ase
kyere kyere
okyqrekyéréféo (pl. a-)
kyerew
akyqréw
kyeréwpép
ekyéw

Id
kyia

L4 L4
akyi, akyiri

kyooku, kyooko

P PN

oele, ogyere
rd LY

lete

' d LY
1or§

212

mile
crossroad, junction, a Y

Sunday

to last, ending; daivide,
separate, share

a becoming clear or visible,

a coming-
a chief's spokesman, interpreter

to surpass, pass excel; more
than, than

si1de; from, apart, by, near
tomorrow

salt

salty

to show, exhibit, point out;
advise

to translate; show, explain

to teach, instruct
teacher

to write

writing, to write

desk, writing table
hat, cap

to greet, shake hands, welcome;
bet, wager

the back rear; back, behind;
late

chalk

o1l
letter

truck, lorry, bus, car
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m& to give, present; let, cause;
for, on behalf of
em& full
hye... m& to f£111 up
o £
m&amé (pl. -nom) mother
2.
omaft  (pl. a~) nation, people
mané to send
L4 » )
amanne&¢ (mannee) message, mi1ssion
rd
mmara law, rule
mé, mI, m- I, me, my
amée Come 1n.
Speak, we are listening
4 .
Memeneda Saturday
I d . rd ’ LY rd
menete, merete (pl. m-) minute
mmer € cheap
2
mmienu two
mmienséd three
2 £
mé, mi, m- you, your (pl.)
4 [
mmofaraase childhood
N 4
mm&m rather
-~ 4
mmdm agreement, contract
‘ o
momé to dedicate
-~ ‘
méméa forrad
&5 £~
aménd, omond fresh, green, unripe, new
& ‘ ~
emd, mu, mid, -m 1n, 1nside
£
emi (pl. a-) whole, entirety

n-, m-, i, n not
L3~ LN £ A
gafl, dané, &e yes
na and, but; emphasis marker
I d
na used to, was formerly in the
state of
£
anéa or, a question marker
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ana@wé
enam

risuomnam
en&ty
enn&t
ananse
nnans&
anansgsemké
nanté

» ’ \

nantwie (nantwie) (pl. a-)
nnawétwq
ne

£
ne

'd r'd
nnera, nnora

'
nni

r'd
ani

3 ’
nifd (nifg)
nim

'S
anim

onipa (pl. n-)

ané’

£
enc,

2
ond,

g-, e-

n&, o-, o-
~’
néa
ném
.. ~’ ’ ‘ ~
anfmda (an®mfa) (pl. n-)
I d
anopa

4 . d
anopquuqnq

21

night
meat, flesh

fish
foot, leg
four
spider
three days
traditional story, 'fairy tale'!
to walk, go on foot
a head of cattle
a week
to be,

and, with

to consist of

his, hers, its
today

he who, that which, he whose,
where

yesterday

negative of di and wo
eye;
right, right side

color

to know, understand

frontg

face, countenance, H

before, in front of
person, individual
mouth; edge, brim; beginning
1t, they, them

he, she, 1t, they, him, her,
them; when

to boil, to cook by boiling
to drink
bird
morning,
breakfast

1n the morning
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' d
ntx

sdqﬁn nti

oﬁﬁé (ﬁﬁq) )pl. a-ndm)

ofiabaa (ﬁﬁgbéa) (pl. ﬁﬁﬁgmméa)

Rdid ’ ! Lo
onuﬁbarqma (nuabarqma)
~ ' 4 1
(pl. Afffammarema)

£
enum

)]
d
-

ﬁﬁyé plus another verb
se fiyd ...aa
fiyd kwhri

ny&n

ﬁyinéa

00

pa
pa

mépaw kyéw
ba, papa
papaapa, papapapa
mpa
4 rd LY
mpaboa (mpaboa)

péanqe (pl. m-)
I d

papa
paps (papa) (pl. -ném)

therefore, because

why
brother, sister, sibling
sister

brother, male sibling

faive

to get, acquire, receive, obtain
'nmot yet
as soon as
to have an opportunity

to ware

all

an emphasis marker

to pass by, more along

to take off, skim, scrape off;
beg, beseech

please
good, much
very good
bed, couch, mattress
shoe, pair of shoes
needle
bread

adult, old person, person of
rank; old, aged

a woven palm, leaf fan
father
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pEe

’

pe

pee

apém (pl. m-)
pén (pén)
péq (pl. m-)

péﬁsére

pépa

pqré

perag

pérétg (pl. m-)
ampesile
petéroé déﬁpq
p11

pira

epo (pl. m-)
epo

mpoand, epoand
pon

4
pon

opég (pl. a-)

opoqké (péqko) (pl. mponkd)
opéné (pdns) (pl. m-)

I d .
porosi

porosini (pl. m- féo or %—féo)

4 .
posuofese

re-, Irli-
)
r'd LY
resqs(q)
N
roodo

4 LY
eerpqrt

to like, be fond of, want,
provide, try to get

exactly, only, precisely,

thorouglhy
near, close to
thousand

pen

seek,

once, one time, ever, before,

time, occassion

pencil
paper

to sweep
brown
plate, dish

Ampesi, a Ghanaian food

fi1lling station, petrol dump

much, many

to 1njure, be 1injured
joint, bump, knob

ocean, sea

seas1ide, seashore

pound sterling

to go away, cease,
disjoin, separate

door, gate; table, desk

horse
table, desk
police
pgllceman

post offaice

progressive action, with act of

races
road

airport
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sa
sa
sf

sa,

,
saa

F
nsa
ns#

L
ans#

L
ans& na

(plo a-)
(pl. n-)
samin® (saming)

»
osafqo

w ’ 2 AL
safdwa, safeée

sfnf
~ 4 LY
san ako
~ o~ l d .
s8fl1 aba
I d [ d
osani (pl. asafgo)
2 3
ns&ndm
se
[]
se
!
€SE SEE
s€e
& )
SEE

ase, asee
N ' d L
sqgareetq, sqgarete
2. Lo oA
osekafl (sekdd) (pl. a-)
4 I LY
asem (asem) (pl. n-)
4 I'd
te ... asem
rd
sempoa
sef
’~
s&Nn
4

to heal,

to dance;

cure

dip
to lie along
, thus,
hand

palm wine, alcoholic beverage

S0 in that manner

first, at first, meanwhile
be before (in time)
dancer
key
soap
to return, send back

to return

personally
warrior
drinking, wine-drinking
tell,

1f, when, whenever; thus, so;
in order that, in order to

to day, speak about

1t 1s necsssary, one must

to use up,
ruin

spend; destroy, mar,

as like; that (in introducing
subordinate

if, 1f, whether

bottom; down, under; sense
meaning
cigarette
knife, razor
word, saying, story, talk
to obey
sixpence

to surpass, pass,
than, than

what, how

to visit; smear, grease

excel; more
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4
sqradqe

I d
oseram

,
Selr'e

r'd ]
esere (sere)
2 ]
seesel
, ) ] Y
seesel aa
YN ) Fd
seesel ara
s1
s1

s1s81
~ r'd
ensfa
L LY
esidne
’
sie
' d [N
silesie
' d
si1ka
I d LY I d
31kaqua
rd 1
31kaquabqa
I d 1
s1kaquab§ad£ﬁ

d
Slilmma

or

' d ' d
esin (pl. asinsin)

F LY
siniiko
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fat, grease
moon, month

to pardon (me), excuse (me),
interrupt an angered or off
offended person

grass
until now, as yet, still

Just, even, ever; the very

to stand, be fixed in upright
position, to put, place, or
fix 1n upright position

to to stand about

81X

because, on account of

to save, keep

to repair, fix, arrange, prepare
money

money-saving, to save money
bank, safe, place to keep money
bank, bank building

minute

part, piece, fragment, remnant

going to the movies, to go to
the movies, movie~going

to cut, carve, sharpe, peel
shilling
to cheat
a bear
to catch, seize, take hold of
to drip; kindle; try; seal
to please, satisfy
to carry on the head

the upper part or surface of;
on, upon, over, above

also, too
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88

I d
osofoo  (pl. a-)
enséq
song

rd
£S0No

d
sore, sém

,
B.SOI‘Gl

4 .
os0ro
4
nsoso
4 .
sotehyen
1
L4 .
sQtoo
sua
’ 14
osukom, nsukom

~?
sual

rd I'd
asubonten, asuten (pl. n-)
rd [] L4 [}
asubura (asubura) (pl. n-)
Y Y
sukuu
sukuudan
LY I d i
sukuuni  (pl. -f0o)
' d »
nsuo, nsu
R
nsuoand

taa
/taa/ plus verb
ataadéé (téédqé) (pl. n-)
tae
taksil
! rd
taku, takur

£

~ £
ntdmd , ntdéma

219

to be by, large, fat
preacher, minister, priest
seven

to differ,
elephant

be dafferent

to be careful about; worship,
adore

church service, devotional

meeting
top, upper part; above, over
also, else
station
store
to be small, few
thirst

to study, learn, follow the
example of

river, stream
a well
school, school building

school building
student, pupil
water, rain

edge of water, raiverbank,
lakeside

to chase, pursue
'to do often'!

clothes, dress,

tire; necktie
taxa
siXpence

clothes, dress, african dress,
wrap-around clothes not tai-

lored to fit the shape of the

body

clothes tailored
to fit the shape of the body
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C'-
o)
. B

-~
Sard

(pl. a-)

ct
~Oe

es s MU

t
e

«se ba

tu kwifl
tuq

tuq
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tank

to perceive, feel, hear; lave,
dwell; speak a language

to be the same as, be 1in the
same condition or position as

straight
ticket
tailor
telephone

haste, swiftness, fast, quick;
early, soon

long, high, tall
to sit, live, stay

to come, sit down; settle,
take up a habitation

to sit down

train

head

to hear, listen

team

to buy

to drop, fall, sink, rain

to lay, put; cast, throw; apply
to, lay on

to close, lock, shut

to elect, choose, to make
a deposit

pay something down

to join, connect, bring together,
string; follow, continue

to sell
threepence

to leave, depart; fly; dig,
farm, mine

to travel, take a trip
to pay, repay, fill up, replace

to stick at or in, be stuck at
or 1in
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»
tuma

tuntum

twg
twq ase
twep

N
Twil

o
qunu

2NN
visa

LY
wahyeman
i
ware
ware
» .
wakye
WO
Wo, won, won n&
WO, Wu, W-
WO
Il
awo
4 »
awofoo, awofondm
’
enwo twe
wu
Id
Wukuoda

owdrs (wira) (pl. owuran®m)

v »
wel

ﬁquq

221

to be able, can; to be well-
versed in, to have permission

black; dark shades of blue, green,
brown, gray, or tan; very dark
red

to cut, cut up; cross, pass by
to draw a line under
to wait, wait for, expect

the Twi language

avenue

visa

washerman, launderer
to marry, get married
to be tall, long
watch

to be at; have, own
them
you, your (sg.)

they, their,

to beget, give bairth to
cold

parents

ei1ght

to die

Wednesday

sir, mister, gentleman

this, those

bitter

these, that,
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v e
wqre

v P
WEere fi(ra)

v » LY
ew1§qduqnq
v r'd ‘, 4
ewlia mia qdugne
v r d
wie
v 'd
owigyinae
v P
ewlm
v ve oA 2
ewimhy®i, ewimihyf€il
~vLi s
awini
v ' d
qﬁwummgrq
-~V ld LY ' d
qnwummqre§duqnq
r'd

— 8
qnwmmeduqnq

eya
yaa
yam
yam
yaré
yarée (yérée) (p1. #-)
ko0kG0 yarée
ayaréfqo
(pl. fi-)
(pl. fi-)
(pl. fi-)

L4 14
ayarefoo hwefoo
II' ]
ayarehwefoo
l' ‘I
ayaresabea
st
oyaresafoo
l'l
dyaresani
’\' ! N
Yawoda, YawQoda
ye
')
ey(e) aa

I d

NE

mind, memory; the seat of the

emotions
to forget
to steal

sunshine; noon, late, early
afternoon

Junch, noon meal

noon meal
to finish, complete
afternoon
air, weather, atmosphere
airplane
to be cold (weather)
evening, 1n the evening
supper, evening meal

supper

pain, ache; grief, distress
a response to greetings

to graind

to 1nsides of the body

to be 111,

sickness, disease

sick

swollen, shoot disease

patient, sick person, invalid

nurse

nurse

hospital

physician, doctor

physician, doctor

Thursday

to be, exist
usually

to be good, all right
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Abqnaa
Bonsu
Adwoa
,)
Afug
Ghéné
sudasg

Kégyetig

Koforidﬁq
Akésuq
Alcda
Kumésq
Kwabqné
Kwa@wé
qukﬁ
Kwémé

r'd
Kw§81

to do, make

we, our, us

to breed, nurse, raise animals
wife, wife's sister

to take away, remove; shave,
cut the hair

this, these
good, repaired, mended
to do, make

yes, O.K., I will comply, I™m
listening

PROPER NAMES

Abenaa, a fimale born on Tuesday
Bonsu, a proper name

Adwoa, a female born on Monday
Afua, a female born on Friday
Ghana

city of Juaaso

the city of Kegyetia, a certain
road junction to this city

the city of Accra; the G4 language
Kingsway store

Kofi, a male born on Friday

the city of Koforidua

Akosua, a female born on Sunday
Akua, a female born on Wednesday
the city of Kumasi

Kwabena, a male born on Tuesday
Kwadwo, a male born on Monday
Kwaku, a male born on Wednesday
Kwame, a male born on Saturday

Kwasi, a male born on Sunday
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o\
Amma

om&ffthy1amidarn

Ménsih
Améréka
Mpréésq
Asante

’

Asantqhenq

» -

Asantqheneflé

[} []
Asantgwa
. Nsawam

r'd »
Sikaagua Kofi
’ o~
Esireml
~ 2\
E31remufqo

Ata
Ataé

Tékoradl
Tamale
Antwi
Owusu
Yaé

Yaw
Yéndi

22h

Amma, a female born on Saturday
House of Parliament

Mensah, a proper name

America

city of Mpraeso

Ashanti, name of region and
tribe; personal name

the King of Ashanti
Asantehene's palace or house
Asantewa, a proper name

the city of Nsawam

The Golden Stool, the throne
of the Asantehene

the grasslands in the north
of Ghana

the i1nhabitants of grasslands
of northern Ghana

ata, proper name of a male twin

Ataa, proper name of a female
twin

the city of Takoradi

the city of Tamale

Antwi, a proper name

Owusu, a proper name

Yaa, a female born on Thursday
Yaw, a male born on Thursday
city of Yenda

% U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1963 O - 652216 (78)



	Title Page

	Table of Contents

	Introduction

	Unit 1

	Unit 2

	Unit 3

	Unit 4

	Unit 5

	Unit 6

	Unit 7

	Unit 8

	Unit 9

	Unit 10

	Unit 11

	Unit 12

	Unit 13

	Unit 14

	Unit 15

	Unit 16

	Unit 17

	Unit 18

	Unit 19

	Unit 20

	Glossary

