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Exercise 9. Participial used to express current action. Monophonic vs. diphonic 
prefixes with participial forms. 

kwliga 
, 

kuryaama 

gusoma 

kwiicara 

gufuungura 

, 
kuryaama 

lThe children are sitting on 
the grass playing •• 

IThe child is seated on the grass 
playing. t 

, ", " Abaana biicaye mu vyaatsi bakina. Umwaana yiicaye mu vyaats i akina. 

, ", " Abaana biicaye mu vyaatsi biiga. Umwaana yiicaye mu vyaatsi yliga. 

, ", " Abaana baryaamye mu vyaatsi biiga. Umwaana aryaamye mu vyaats i yiiga. 

Abaana baryaamye mu vyaatsi Umwaana aryaamye mu vyaatsi asoma. 

basoma. 

, " Abaana biicaye mu vyaatsi basoma. 
, , 

Abaana biicaye mu vyaatsi 
, 

bafuungura. 
, , 

Abaana baryaamye mu vyaatsi 
, 

bafuungura. 

, " Umwaana yiicaaye mu vyaats i asoma. 
, , 

Umwaana yiicaaye mu vyaats i 

afuungura. 

Umwaana aryaamye mu vyaatsi 

afuungura. 

H 
1-3 
I\) 
f-J 

I 
H 
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Exercise 10. Shifting of tenses. (Immediate, recent, non-recent). 

, 
mugitoondo 

ejo 

gihekl 

, 
mu gitoondo 

(uyu muusi) 

, "" imiisi yoose 

'Where do you take 
them? I 

, , 
Ubajaana heehe? 

, , 
Wabajaanye heehe mu 

gitoondo? 

Wabajaanye heeh ejo"? 
e 

Wabajaanye gihek1 

.-
Wabajaanye giheki 

mu gitoondo? 
, 

Ubajaana giheki? 

Practice conversations. 

1. 

As a parent, you 
ask your child's 
nurse what she 
did with the 
child during 
the afternoon. 
You check to be 
sure that the 
child wasn't out 
in the sun too 
long. 

Mwaakoz ikl haanyuma 
e 

, , 
ya saa sita? 

Mwaagumye ku zuuba 
, 

igihe kinin1? 

339 

II take them to the 
park. I 

Ndabajaana muu Iparc S • 

Nabajaanye muu 'parc l • 

Nabajaanye muu tparc l • 

Nabajaany isaha zitatu. 
e 

NabajaanYe isaha zitatu. 

, 
Ndabajaan isaha zitatu. 

a 

, 
Twaateembereye. 

Oya twaagumye ku 

zuuba haafi isaha 
, 

imwe. 
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2. 

(As a parent, 
you interview 
an appli.cant 
for a job caring 
for you chil­
dren .. ) You ask 
whether the 
applicant knows 
how to feed and 
bathe children. 
You ask whether 
she has had 
prior experience. 

Free Conversation~ 

KIRUNDI 

Uraazi kWQOZ a 
" abaana 

no kubagaburira? 

" Uramaze kurer abaana a 

ahaandi? 

Ndablizi " " neeza. 

" Ndez abaana igihe e 

kin{ni caane. 

1. A parent gives instructions for the day to the person who 
takes care of his children. 

2. A parent interviews a prospective babysi.tter. 

3. A babysitter, who feels underpaid, tries to make a case 
for an increase in wages. 
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UNIT 22 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

lA 

2B 

3A 

4B 

5A 

haanze 

-gwa (-guuye) 

Ubona haanz' irlk 
e 0 

iragwa? 

igicu (7, 8) 

Oya arlko mboony ibic e u 
, , 

ari vyiinshi. 

imvura (9) 

Muri iki gih imvur e a 
, , 

igw umwaany ungan a a a 

ikl ? 

-hlta (-hlse) 

, "'of ' Ni iyurushaana ntl1gwa 

ng ihite. 
o 

inyuma (9) 

umutaaga (3, 4) 

ikuunda kugwa inyuma 
,,, , 

y umutaaga caanke mu 
a 

gitoondo? 
341 

THE WEATHER 

outside 

to :fall 

Is it raining outside? 

cloud 

No, but I see there are many 
clouds. (I ••• the clouds are 
many. I) 

rain 

In this season (Itime t ), how 
long does it rain? 

to be .finished 

the principal rainy 
season (May) 

It is the rain of the urushaana, 
it doesn't stop. (lit doesn1t 
:fall that it may ceasel) 

behind, after 

noon, daytime 

In the rainy season, does it 
usually {'does it like tot) 
:fall in the af'ternoon or 
in the morning? 
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6B 

7B 

8A 

9B 

lOA 

2. 

IIC 

l2D 

13C 

KIRUNDI 

, , " 
Imvura Ya urushaana 

'ntigir' isaha. 
a 

haba (<. I-bal 'be') 

umugorooba (3~ 4) 

Haba mw iijoro, ku 

, 
mugoroob ikagwa. 

a 

ubwo 

KO nuumva hashuush', ubwo 
e 

, , , 
ntihav igwa? a 

, " I Ni iy urushaana ntaa a 
, , , 

wumeny iy iturutse. a 0 

agacu (12, 13) 
, , , 

Noone turya ducu ko 

Hano muf1s ibihe vy 
e a 

" , , 
uumwaaka biingaahe? 

Dufis ibihe vy e a 

uumwaaka bine. 

Wooshobora kUUmp 
a 

, , 
amazina yaavyo? 

342 

The rain in the rainy season 
doesn't go by schedule. 

there is 

sunset, evening 

Sometimes it falls at night, 
in the middle of the day, 
or at sunset. 

perhaps 

I feel it is warm here ('here 
is warm'); maybe it will 
rain? 

It's (of) the urushana; there1s 
no-one who knows where it 
comes from. 

small cloud 

But it seems to me that those 
clouds aren1t heavy [enough]. 

How many seasons (ltimes of 
yearl) do you have here? 

We have four. 

Could you give me their names? 
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l4D 

l5C 

l6D 

l7C 

l8D 

19C 

-tega (-teze) 

ugutwi (15, 6) 

impeeshi (9) 

ici (5) 

agataasi (12) 

, " Teg amatwi. urushaana, a 
, , 

impeeshl, ici, n a 
, , 
agataasi. 

" , 
gihe kirimw iimvura 

o 

nyilnshi? 
, , 

Ni urushaana. 

Mucl muhora mUkor a 
, 

ibiki? 
, , , 

Ici n
i 

igihe abaana 
, 

bakuunda. 

-kuundira (-kuundiye) 
, 

Bagikuundir iki? a 

-liruka (-lirutse) 

eka 

20D Barakina, bakiiruka, 

eka 'ni vyiiza. 

343 

to receive (physically) 

ear 

beginning of dry season 

dry season 

season of early rains 

Listen. urushaana, impeshi, 
ici, and agatasi. 

Which one has the most rain? 
(lIt is which season in 
which is much rain?') 

It's urushana. 

In ici, what do you ordinarily 
do? 

Ici is the season that the 
children like. 

to like for 

What do they like it for? 

to run 

no' 

They play and run, well, 
it1s nice' 
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2lC 

22D 

23C 

24D 

KIRUNDI 

, , 
Mbarir ubury ukuund 

a 0 a 
, , 

urushaana. 

Eemwe, ntarwo nkuunda. 

Ni kUk~ utarukuunda? 

-kanya (-kanye) 

ivyoondo (8) 
, , 

Imvur iba nyiinshi, a 

haanze hagakanya, 
, 

hakab ivyoondo a 
, 

vyiinshi. 

Tell me how you like urushana. 

Oh, I donlt. (lIt is not 
that that I like. l ) 

Why don't you like it? 

to be cold 

mud 

The rain is heavy, it's cold 
out, and there's a lot of 
mud. 

1. A note on the periphrastic progressive. 

The sentences: 
, , 

Ubona haanz irik iragwa? 
e 0 

ArnaaZi arik~ arabira. 
, 

Biriko birabora. 

Can you see if It l s 
raining outside? 

The water is boiling. 

They (Cl. 8) are getting 
rotten. 

contain a construction which is summarized in the following for-

mula: 

Subject prefix plus /-riko/ plus Subject prefix plus 

disjunct verb. 

The two subject prefixes are always of the same class. The tone 
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for the indicative is on the syllable I-kol. The first of the 

above examples contains an example of the participial mood. 

This construction consists of a two-word phrase, but the 

phrase plays much the same part in sentences as do the one-word 

tenses that have already been studied. For this reason, it is 

called a Iperiphrastic tense.' It is used when the speaker wishes 

to call attention to the continuing nature of an action which is 

going on. With respect to English translations, the periphrastic 

progressive of Kirundi is often but not always matched by an 

English present progressive (lis ingl). The infinitive that 

corresponds to I-riko/ is /kubako/. [For practice with the peri­

phrastic progressive, see Exercises 1, 2, 3.] 

2. A general note on the stem extensions. 

Compare the two sentences: 

Bakuund icl. a 
They like ici. 

, 
Bagikuundir iki? What do they like it for? a 

The root which underlies each of these verbs is I-kuund-/ 

Ito like l • The stems of the two verbs are respectively I-kuund-I 
and /-kuundir-/. The element /-ir-/ in the second will be called 

a STEM EXTENSION. 

There are a number of such lextensions l which may occur with 

verb roots in Kirundi. Stem extensions have the following charac­

teristics: 

1. They follow the root of the verb. 

2. They never end a word. 

3. A verb may contain no extensions at all, or it may 
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contain one, two, or even more of them. 

4. Each extension has its own effect upon the way in 
which the total verb form is used, and on its meaning. 

3. A note on the applicative extension. 

The particular stem extension which was used as an example 

in the preceding note is called the APPLICATIV.E extension. Some 

further examples area 
, , 

Yagukorey iki? 
e 

What did he do for you? 
, 

Ntiwoomumesuurir impuuzu? a Please wash the clothes 
for him. 

The applicative extension has two formsl after the vowel 

/e/ or /0/ in the preceding syllable, it is /-er-/) otherwise 

(i. e., after /i, u, a/) it is /-ir-/. 

Very frequently, the meaning of the applicative extension 

is that the action of the verb is performed with reference to, 

or for the benefit of, some thing or person. The thing or person 

is usually, though not invariably, to be found in the sentence, 

either as a noun or as an object prefix. 

The applicative extension is sometimes translated into 

English with a Ifor l phrase, as in the examples which have been 

cited above. In other instances, the translation may be some­

what different: 
, 

Arik arakina. 
o 

Akinirahe? 
, 

••• ndayishikire 
(Unit 20) 

He is playing. 

Where is he playing? 

that I should arrive at it 
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With some verb stems but not for others, the applicative stem is 

used in the following construction: 
, 

ahaantu ho gusomera a place for reading 
(cf. /gusoma/ Ito read l ) 

ahaantu ho kuryaama a place to sleep 
(cf. /kuryaama/ 'to 
sleep I ) 

[Practice in the various uses of the applicative extension is 

provided in Exercises~, 6, 6, 7.) 

4. A note on the reciprocal stem extension. 

Another rather productive stem extension is found in this 

sentence. 
, 

Turabonana. See you later' (IWe [will] see one 
another. r) 

The form of this extension is /-an-/. Unlike the applica­

tive extension, it is not subject to change according to the vowel 

of the root. 

The meaning of the extension /-an-/ is often that two or 

more subjects are acting upon one another. For this reason, it 

is called the RECIPROCAL extension. It may also be used to show 

that two or more subjects are performing the action jointly. 

[Examples of the use of the reciprocal extension will be found 

in Exercise 8.] 
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Exercise 1. Some miscellaneous sentences that contain progres­
sive periphrastics. 

, , , , 
bo Bariko barakor iki? a 

, , , 
abaana Abaana bariko barakina. 

\ , , 
abagabo Abagabo bariko barakor akazi. a 

, , 
inkono Inkon irik irava. 

0 0 

, 
imvura Imvur irik iragwa. a 0 

Exercise 2. Progressive periphrastic vs. 

'Some are rotting,' 

(imicuungwa) 
, , 

irabora, Imw irik e 0 

(ibitooke) 
, , 

Bimwe biriko birabora, 

(intore) 
, , 

Zimwe ziriko zirabora, 

(imihwl) 
, , 

Imw irik irabora" e 0 

(umuhwl) 
, , 

Umw urik urabora, e 0 

(intooranyi) Zimwe ziriko zirabora, 

(amashu) 
, , 

Amw arik arabora, e 0 

348 

What are they doing? 

The children are 
palying. 

The men are working. 

The pot is leaking. 
(lis leaking 1 

< I-val Igo from') 

It is raining. 

perfective. 

land others are rotten. I 
, , 

iyiindi nay iraboze. 
0 

, , 
ibiindi navyo biraboze. 

, , 
iziindi nazo ziraboze. 

, , 
iyiindi nay iraboze. 

0 
, 

uwuundi naw uraboze. 
0 

, , 
iziindi nazo ziraboze. 

, , 
araboze. ayaandi nay 

0 
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Exercise 3. Progressive periphrastic. 

'The oranges are rotting. I 
, , 

imicuungwa Imicuungw' irik' irabora. 
a 0 

intore 
, 

Intore ziriko zirabora. 

gukaba 
, 

Intore ziriko zirakaba. 

isereri Isereri ziriko zirakaba. 

indlmu Indimu ziriko zlrakaba. 
, 

gusha 
, , , 

Indimu zlriko zirasha. 
, , 

ibltooke Ibitooke biriko birasha. 

imicuungwa Imicuungw' irik' irasha. a 0 
, , 

kubora Imicuungw irik irabora. a 0 

Exercise 4. The applicative extension with certain verbs in 
'where' questions. 

IThe child is playing.' 'Where is he playing?' 
, , 

Akinirahe? gukina Umwaan arik arakina. a 0 
, , , , 

Yiigirahe? kwiiga Umwaan arik ariiga. 
a 0 

, , 
Asomerahe? gusoma Umwaan arik arasoma. 

a 0 
, , , , 

Yoogerahe? kwooga Umwaan arik arooga. a 0 
, , 

arik 
, , 

Yiiyogerezahe? kwiiyoza Umwaan ariiyoza. a 0 
, , , , 

Ariirahe? kurya Umwaan arik ararya. a 0 
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Exercise 5. Use of the applicative extension after /ahaantu/ 
with certain verbs, but not with others. 

II want to read. t 'rim looking for a place to read.-

Nshaaka ahaantu 
, 

gusoma gusoma. Ndoonder ho gusomera. a 
, 

kwiicara Nshaaka kwiicara. Ndoonder ahaantu ho kwiicara. a 
, 

Nshaaka 
, , , 

kuryaama kuryaama. Ndoonder ahaantu ho kuryaama. a 
, 

Nshaaka 
, , , 

kurya kurya. Ndoonder ahaantu ho kurya. a 
, 

Nshaaka 
, , , 

gukaraba gukaraba. Ndoonder ahaantu ho gukarabira. a 
, , , , 

kwiiyoza Nshaaka kwiiyoza. Ndoonder ahaantu ho kwiiyogereza. a 

Exercise 6. A typical use of the applicative extension. 

IPlease bring a 'Please bring me a 
spoon. r spoon. s 

, , 
Ntiwoozan ikiyiiko? Ntiwoonzanir ikiyiiko? 

a a ikiyliko 
, 

inkono 
, , 

Ntiwoozan inkono? Ntiwoonzanir inkono? a a 

Ntiwoozan isafuriya? Ntiwoonzanir isafuriya? 
a a isafuriya 

Ntiwoozan Ntiwoonzanir igipfttu-a a 
, 

igipfuundikizo 
, 

igipfuundikizo? ndikizo? 
, 

umuunyu? Ntiwoozan umuunyu? Ntiwoonzanir a a 
, 

urnuunyu 
, , , , 

Ntiwoozan isabune? Ntiwoonzanir isabune? a a 
, , 

Ntiwoozan amasa- Ntiwoonzanir amasa-a a amasahaani 
, , 

haani? haani? 
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Exercise 7. The applicative extension. Object prefixes in disjunct immediate verbs. 

guteeka umuceri 

guslguura ijaambo 

gukora akazi 

kumesuura impuuzu 

kugoroora impuuzu 
, , 

kubariira ishimiizi 
, 

kwaandika ikeete 

kwuubaka inzu 
, 

kuvooma amaazi 

tThey are cooking rice. t 

Bariko barateek umuceri. 
a 

Bariko baraslguur ijaambo. a 

Bariko barakor akazi. 
a 

, , 
Bariko baramesuur impuuzu. a 

, , 
Bariko baragoroor impuuzu. a 

, , , 
Bariko barabariir lshiml1z1. 

a 

Bariko baraandlk lkeete. 
a 

, , 
Bariko baruubak Inzu. 

a 
, , 

Bariko baravoom amaazl. 
a 

lWho are they cooking it ~or?1 

Bariko barawuteekera nde? 

" , Barlko bararlslguurlra nde? 

Barlko baragakorera nde? 

Barlko barazimesuurira nde? 

Bariko barazlgoroorera nde? 

Bariko barayibariirira nde? 

Bariko bararyaandiklra nde? 

Bariko barayuubaklra nde? 
, , 

Bariko barayavoomera nde? 

tJj 
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Exercise 8. Some sentences containing the reciprocal extensiony 

with a variety of translations into English. 

gufasha 

, 
kubona 

kumenya 

kwaandikira 

kUba 

kwaandika 

kumesuura 

kufuungura 

, 
gukurikira 

, 
gutaanduka 

a. lone another 1 

Abligiishwa barafashanya. 

Turabonana. 

Baramenyana. 

Baraandikiranira. 

b. 'together' 
, 

Barabaana. 
, 

Bariko baraandikana. 

Bariko baramesuurana. 

, , 
Twaarafuungurany ejo. 

e 

c. (0 thers) 

Ukurikirana naande? 

Barataandukaanye. 

352 

The students help one 
another. 

We [will] see each 
other [later]. 

They know one another. 

They write to one 
another. 

They live together. 

They are writing to­
gether. [i. e. in 
the same room] 

They are doing their 
laundry together. 

We ate together yes­
terday. 

Whom do you follow? 

They have parted 
company. 
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Exercise 9. Locative prefixes with various time expressions~ 
Recent vs. non-recent. 

-All 01' those [people] 'They came in the mor-
came this morning ning.[yesterday].1 
[today].l 

Abo 
,., , , , 

boose baaje mu gitoondo. Baaje mu gitoondo. igitoomo 

Abo ' , , 
boose baaje ku muraango. Baaje ku muraango. umuraango 

umugorooba 
,~ 

Abo boose baaj€ ku Baaje ku mugorooba. 

mugorooba. 

ijoro 
, , 

Abo boose baaje mw iijoro. Baaje mw iijoro. 
, , , 

saasita Abo boose baaje kwiS'aa 

(iisaa) sitae 

8 a. m. 
, , 'I' 

Abo boose baaj e k'\AJ iisaha Baaje kw iisaha zibiri. 

zibiri. 

Exercise 10. Object prefixes with negative relative. Relative 
mood in a I why I question. 

ivyoondo 

(tweebwe) 

kuduuga imisozi 

II don't like 
urushana. 1 

, " Sinkuund urushaana. a 

Sinkuund' ivyoondo. 
a 

Ntidukuund' ivyoondo. 
a 
, 

Ntidukuund amagi. 
a 

Ntidukuunaa kuduug a 

imisozi. 

353 

IWhy don1t you like i t?1 

, , 
Ni kuk. utarukuunda? 

l 
, , 

Ni kuk. utabikuunda? 
l 
, 

mutabikuunda? Ni kuki 
, , 

Ni kuki mutayakuunda? 
, , 

Ni kuki mutabikuunda? 
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, . , , , 
mutamukuunda? shoobUJ a Ntidukuunda shoobuja. Ni kuki 

, , , 
amapikipiki Ntldukuund amapikipikl. Nl kukl mutayakuunda? 

a 
, , , , 

indeege Ntidukuund indeege. Ni kuki mutazikuunda? a 

Exercise 11, Negative relative vs. negative indicative. Diminu-
tive concords. 

'Those little clouds donlt tThey are not heavy. I 

seem heavy [enough to 
give rain]. I 

, , , , , 
uducu Turya ducu ko mbona tutaremye. Ntituremye. 

, , , , , 
agacu Karya gacu ko mbona kataremye. Ntikaremye. 

, , , , , 
ibicu Birya bicu ko mbona bitaremye. Ntibiremye. 

, , , , , 
igicu Kirya gicu ko mbona kitaremye. Ntikiremye. 

, , , , , , 
kwilruka Kirya gicu ko mbona kltl1ruka. Nticiiruka. 

ibicu 
, , , , , 

Birya bicu ko mbona bitiiruka. Ntivyiiruka. 
, , , , , 

agacu Karya gacu ko mbona katilruka. Ntikilruka. 

uducu 
, , , , , 

Turya ducu ko mbona tutllruka. Ntitwilruka. 

Exercise 12. Autonomous mood after /ntaa/, with and without 
an object prefix. 

'There is no-one who IThere is no-one who 
knows his name. 1 knows it.' 

Ntaa ' , " Ntaa 
, 

kumenya wuuzi izina ryiiwe. wuriizi. 

Ntaa ' , , 
kushobora wushobora kudufasha. Ntaa wubishobora. 

Ntaa 
, , 

Ntaa 
, 

gushaaka wushaaka kuvuga. wubishaaka. 
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, 
gushiima Ntaa wushiima kugaruka. 

, , , , 
kurya Ntaa wurYa ifi iboze. 

, , , 
guhema Ntaa wuhem uw ataazi. a 0 

, 
Ntaa 

, , 
kunywa wunyw isaansi. a 

, , , , 
gukwiira Ntaa wukwiira boose. 

Practice conversations. 

1. 
, , 

You ask what the 
weather is like 
in Bujumbura in 
July. You com­
ment on the 
similarity or 
dissimilarity of 
this weather to 
sununer weather 
in the U.S. 

Mu kweezi kw indwi 
, , 

izuuba ry i 
a 

Bujuumbura rimeze 
, 

rite? 

UNIT 22 

, 
Ntaa wubishiima. 

Ntaa wuyirya. 
, 

Ntaa wumuhema. 
, 

Ntaa wuyinywa. 
, 

Ntaa wubakwiira. 

, 
Ni ryiinshi caane. 

Ico gihe i 'Washington I 

2. 

A citizen of 
Burundi asks you 
questions about 
weather in the 
United states. 

, 
harashuushe caane. 

355 

'Noone hararut 
a 

, 
ino. 

Noon' iwaanyu ici 
e 

rimar igihe a 
, , 

kingan iki? a 
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, 
You reply. Rimar

a 
ameez

i 
atatu. 

Ikuunda kurwa mu 

Free conversation. 

, 
Iwaanyu harw 

a 
, , 

imvura nyiinshi 

ryaarl? 

1. A asks B about the four seasons in North America. 

2. C and D discuss regional differences in climate within the 
continental United States. 

NOTICE 

Beginning with Unit 23, the student will be given a number 

of responsibilities in connection with the exercises and even the 

dialogues. These responsibilities will include marking tone, 

marking vowel length, and completion of exercises. In this way, 

the student should become increasingly self-suf~icient in his 

language study, so that by the time he has finished the book he 

will be independent of printed helps. 
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UNIT 23 

BASIC DIALOGUES. 'What is in season?1 

IA 

2B 

3A 

4B 

5B 

6A 

7B 

Mpava ngeenda kw 

iisoko kugur 
a 

imicuungwa n 
a 

lntoofanyi. 

-eera (-eeze) 

Ntavy uroonka, 
o 

, , 
ntibireera. 

'N. Intoofanyi nazo? 
1 

, 
keera 

, , 
Izaa kee~a ntaa 

, , 
zikiriho. 

umwoonga (3, 4) 

NShaasha 
, , 

nazo ziracaari 
, 

mu myoonga. 

Noon' imicuungw' 
e a 

, , 
iboneka ryaari? 

atari 

Ntitaangura guh1ishir 
a 

atari mu kwaa 

gataandatu. 

inanaasi (9, 10) 
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IIII be going to the market 
[sometime soon] to buy 
oranges and potatoes. 

to ripen 

You wontt get any. (IThere 
are not those that you get. I) 
They aren't ready yet. 

And what about potatoes? 

long ago 

The stored ones are no longer 
around (I ••• no longer existl). 

valley 

And the new ones aren't [mature] 
yet. (I ••• are still in the 
valleys. 1) 

Well, when do oranges appear 
[on the market]? 

except 

They don1t start to ripen 
until June. 

pineapple 
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8A 

9B 

2. 

IOC 

lID 

N 
a 

" ", " iinanaasi ntizireera? 

" ", , Nkeeka, ariko simbiizi 

" , neeza. 

ikigoori (7, 8) 

.... tooto 

, " " Ntaa bigoori bitoot 
o 

" umuuntu yoobona kw 

" iisok ubu. 
o 

-raangira (-raangiye) 

" " Ivyo baarimye mu 

" "" myoonga vyaararaangiye. 

i muhlra 

I " " 12C Noon ivy i muhlra 
e 0 

" " ntibireera? 

13D Ubu "ni mu kwaa mbere. 

14D Ntaa bigOori uzoobona 

" " kw iisoko atari mu 

kwaa gatatu. 

amasaka (6) 

-heraheza (-heraheje) 
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And the pineapples, aren't 
they ripe yet? 

I think [so] but I don't know 
for sure. 

maize 

fresh, green, unripe 

There1s no green corn to be 
seen at the market nowadays. 
(IThere is not green corn 
that a person would see at 
the market now.') 

to be exhausted, finished 

Those grown in the valleys 
are all gone. ('Those that 
they grew ••• 1 ) 

in the hills 

What about those [grown] 
in the hills, aren1t they 
mature yet? 

This is January. 

You won1t see any corn on the 
market until March. ('There 
is no corn that you will 
see ••• I ) 

sorghum 

to finish completely 



16D 

3. 

17E 

18F 

19E 

20F 

2lE 
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-biba (-b1vye) to plant [small seeds] 
, , , 

Mbega nk aya mas aka 
a. 

bariko baraheraheza 

kublba~ azeera ryaarl? 

Mu cl, mu kw 
a 

, 
indwi. 

umeenga (or: 
umeengo) 

igihugu (7, 8) 

Kino gihugu umeenga 
, 

kirashuushe. 
, 

Han i Bujuumbura 
o 

, 
harashuushe. 

imbuto (9, 10) 

, , , 
Imbuto zikuunda hano 

'ni izilhe? 

ipaampa (5) 

Hano turim umuceri a 
, , 

n ipaampa. 
a 

ikirlmwa (7, 8) 

Noon' Uburuundi bwoose 
e 

, 
burarima ivyo birimwa? 
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When, for example, will this 
sorghum that they are [now) 
finishing planting be mature? 

, 
During iCi, in July. 

I think, one might say 

country, region 

This country seems to be 
[quite] hot, doesn't it? 

It's hot here at Bujumbura. 

plant, seed, fruit 
(inkinyarwanda) 

What crops are usual here? 

cotton 

[Around] here we grow rice 
and cotton. 

crop (Isomething 
cultivated' ) 

And does all Burundi culti­
vate those crops? 
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22F 

23E 

24F 

KIRUNDI 

, , 
Oya ni han i Bujuumbura 

o 

no mu Kumoso. 
, , 

Ipaampa ryaanyu murikoz 
a 

ik1? 

-tlima (-tillnye) 

Uburaya (14) 

Rimwe ritumw i Buraya, a 

1rilndi rikaguma 

hano. 

1. A note on the persistive tense. 

No, it1s [only] here at 
Bujumbura and in Kumoso. 

What do you do with your 
cotton? 

to send 

Europe 

Some is sent to Europe, and 
the rest (Ithe otherl) 
stays here. 

Examples of the persistive tense are to be found in 

Sentences 4 and 5 of this unit: 

, " 
Ntaa zikiriho. 

Ziracaari mu myoonga. 

Compar€ also. 

Uracaar. umusore? 
1 

there are not those which 
still exist (autonomous 
negative) 

they are still in the valleys 
(indicative immediate) 

'are you still a bachelor?' 

The persistive is represented in two ways: /-racaaf in 

the affirmative indicative, and /-ki-/ (alternating with /-gi-/ 

according to Dahlfs Law (Unit 2 , Note 4 ) in all other forms. 

With respect to tonal patterns, the affirmative indicative is 

again the only exceptional form, with high stem tone for high 
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verbs and low stem tone for low verbs. Otherwise, the tones of 

the persistive forms follow the general rules for their moods, 

arr~rmat~ve and negative. 
, , 

Aracaakora. He is still working. 

Aracaasoma. He is still reading. 

Ntakigeenda mu kazi. He no longer goes to work. 

Ikiruundi kiracaangoora. I strll have difficulty with 
Kirundi. 

Yakubariy igitabo e 
, 

nkisoma. 

He told you about the book 
that I am still reading. 

The meaning of the persistive in Kirundi is that an action 

or state lasts comparatively late with respect to some expecta­

tion expressed or implied in the context. It is called a rtense S 

rather than an laspectl because the prefixes which are used to 

represent it occur in the same slot within the word where other 

'tense' prefixes are found, and is mutually exclusive with them~ 

[For practice with persistlve forms, see Exercises 2-4, 12.] 

2. A note on the inceptive tense. 

Examples of the inceptive tense are to be found in 

Sentences 2, 8, and 12 of this unit, 

Ntibireera. [Nti-bi-raa-eera] 

Ntizireera. 

Compare alsoa 

They aren't ripe 
yet. 
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Sindaamenyeer i Bujuumbura. 
a 

, 
Sindaahamenya. 

Further examples are. 

Ntibiraakaba. 

Ntibaraarima. 

Bireera? 

Biraakaba? 

Imvur iraagwa? a 

Araaryaama? 

rim not acquainted 
with Bujumbura yet. 
(Unit 12) 

I don't know it [the 
place] yet. (Unit 
13) 

They aren't wilted 
yet. 

They haven't culti­
vated yet. 

Are they ripe yet? 

Are they wilted yet? 

Is it raining yet? 

Has he gone to bed 
yet? 

In its formation, the inceptive tense is gratifyingly 

regular. It is marked both in the affirmative and in the nega­

tive by the prefix /-raa-/. It alone among all the tenses of 

Kirundi, has basic stem tone (high for high verbs, low for low 

verbs) in all its moods, both affirmative and negative. There 

are no perfective forms for the inceptive tense, and there is no 

contrast between conjunct and disjunct linkages. [For practice 

with inceptive verbs, see Exercise 1.] 

3. Possessive phrases used in noun slots. 

Sentence 4 of the basic dialogue for this unit is. 

Izaa keera 'ntaa ziklriho. Those of long ago 
no longer exist. 
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Compare: 
, 

intoofanyi ~ keera 'potatoes of long ago' 

A possessive phrase like /zaa keera/ is not used in slots 

that are normally occupied by nouns - subject or object of a verb, 

for example. Instead, a form that begins with /i-/ is found, as 

in the first of the above examples. Further examples are: 

/izaa vuba/ 

liz uubu/ 
a 

liz eejo/ a 

/iz uuyu mwaakal a 

/izaa mwaak uuyu/ a 

I " izaa Yohaani/ 

/iz8.B. kurel 

lizaa Bujuumbural 

/izaa abaana/ 

liz a uUmwaana/ 

liz a lmisozil 

liz a Umusozi/ 

liz a Ibisagara/ 

/ivy a Ibisagara/ 

liry a Ibisagaral 

liz Impuuzu/ a 

/ivy Impuuzu/ a 
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next/last year 

(/mwaaka uuyul 
has no augment vowel) 
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liz a Ibiceri/ 

liz a Indagara/ 

liz a likaraamu/ 

The facts about tone and length of the second vowel in these 

data may be summarized as follows. 

1. Where the word that follows /i(z)a/ is a noun, 

a. which has an initial vowel, 

I. and the stem vowel of the noun (e. g. 

/ib~anki/) begins with low tone, then 

the second vowel of the possessive 

phrase is short, with high tone: 

/izibaanki/. 

II. and the stem vowel of the noun (e. g. 

/umwaana/) begins with high tone, then 

the second vowel of the possessive 

phrase is long, with high tone on the 

first mora: /izuumwaana/. 

b. which has no initial vowel, the second vowel 

of the possessive phrase is long and low, with 

no effect on the tone of the following syllable: 

/iz~ Bujuumbura/ /izaa kare~ 

2. where the word that follows /i{z)a/ is not a noun, 

the second vowel of the possessive phrase is long, 

and the third mora has high tone: /izuubu/. 

[For drill on these matters, see Exercise 6.] 
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Two contrasting demonstratives. 

Compare the phrases: 
, 

ino nzu this house [near me and maybe near you] 

zino nzu these houses [near me and maybe near 
you] 

iyi nzu this house [near us] 

izi nzu these houses [near us] 

Note that the demonstratives that contain /-no/ have high tone 

on the first vowel that follows a consonant. [For practice with 

this set of demonstratives, see Exercise 5.] 

The use of Cl. 8 for mixed antecedents. 

Compare the following pairs of sentences. 

Mpava ngeenda kw iisoko kugur imicuungwa. 
a --

Nta~ uroonka. 

Mpava ngeenda kw iisoko kugur intoofanyi. a 
, 

Ntaz uroonka. 
-0 

Mpava ngeenda kw iisoko kugur imicuungwa n lntoofanyi. a a 
, 

Nta~ uroonka. 

Where, as in the third of these examples, the antecedent 

nouns (here /imicuungwa/ and /intoofanyi~ are members of different 

concord classes, concordial elements which refer back to them are 

ordinarily those of Class 8 (/-vy-/ in the above example). 
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Exercise 1. Inceptive tense. 

a. Negative questions. 

kuroonga 
, , 

Ntaraaroonga zaa ntoofanyi? Hasn't he washed those 
potatoes yet? 

kuroonka 

gushuusha 

, . 
kubisiguura 

gusubira 

Ntaraaroonk ikeete? a 

Ntaraashuush amaazi? 
a 

, , 
Ntaraabisiguura? 

, , 
Ntaraasubira mu kazi? 

Hasn1t he received a 
letter yet? 

Hasn1t she heated 
water yet? 

Hasn't he explained 
it yet? 

Hasn't he returned to 
work yet? 

, 
gutaambuka 

, , 
Ntaraataambuk iyi nzira? a Hasn't he passed this 

way yet? 

gutaangura 

, 
guteeka 

kuva 

kurima 

Ntaraataangura kwliga? 

, , , 
Ntaraateek inkoko? a 

Ntaraav i Buraya? 
a 

Ntaraarim imboga? 
a 

b. Affirmative questions. 

Araaroong intoofanyi? 
a 

Araaroonk ikeete? 
a 
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Hasn1t he begun to 
study yet? 

Doesn't he yet under­
stand what it means? 

Hasn't she cooked the 
chicken yet? 

Hasn't he left Europe 
yet? 

Hasn't he planted 
vegetables yet? 

Has he already washed the 
potatoes? 

Has he already received the 
letter? 
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" , Araashuush amaaz1? 
a 

~ ~ 

Araabisiguura? 
, , 

Araasub1ra mu kazi? 

Araataambuk iyi nzira? 
a 

Araataangura kwliga? 

Araarim 1mboga? a 

Has he already heated the 
water? 

Has he already explained it? 

Has he already returned to 
work? 

Has he crossed the path yet? 

Has he begun to study yet? 

Does he already understand 
what it means? 

Has he already cooked the 
ch1cken? 

Has he left/come back from 
Europe yet? 

Has he planted vegetables 
yet? 

[After the two halves of Exercise 1 have been practiced separately, 

they should be practiced together, using the affirmative question 

from Part B as cue, and the negative from Part A as response.] 

Exercise 2. Persistive tense. 

ig1tabo 

ibltabo 

impuuzu 

lci 

IIsn't that book finished 
(or, worn out) yet?' 

, " Ico gltabo nt1klraash1ra? 

, " Ivyo bltabo ntib1raash1ra? 

Izo mpuuzu 'ntiziraashira? 

Iri cl 'ntiriraashira? 

lIt is worn out/ 
finished.' 

Caarashize. 

Vyaarashize. 
, , 

Zaarashlze. 

Rlzooshira vuba. 
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, " " , 
agataasi Aka gataasi ntikaraashira? Kazooshlra yuba. 

, , , " , 
ivyoondo Ivyo vyoondo ntlbiraashira? Bizooshlra yuba. 

inkoofeero Iyo nkoofeero 
, , , 
ntiraashira? 

, 
Yarashize. 

, 
umuunyu Uyo m~unyu 'nturaashlra? Warashize. 

, " , , 
lyo sabune ntlraashira? Yarashlze. 

uburo " " Ubwo buro ntiburaashira? 
, , 

Bwaarashize. 

, " " ibljuumpu Ivyo bijuumpu ntibiraashira? Vyaarashize. 
[NB The loss of high tone on /raa/ when the preceding Inti/ is 
high~ cf. Unit 13~ Note 1.] 

Exercise 3. Persistive tense, affirmative question vs. negative 
answer. 

kubira 
, 

kunywa 

kurima 

kuroreera 

gusoma 

kuv~ga 

kuryaama 
, 

gucura 

gukoreesha 

lIs that water still 1That water is no 
boiling?' longer boiling. I 

, ", 
Umwaana aracaanyw amaazi? 

a 

YOhaani aracaarima intore? 

Shoobuj aracaaroreera? 
a 

" , Umunyeeshuur aracaasoma? 
e 

, , 
I Iradi I iracaavuga? 

o 

Umwaan aracaaryaamye? 
a 

, " Yohaani aracaacura? 
, , , , 

Uracaakoreesh lyo sabune? 
a 
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Yaa maazi 

Umwaana 
, 

amaazi. 

, 
ntakibira. 

ntakinyw 
a 

Yohaani 'ntakirim 
a 

intore. 

Shoobuja 'ntagiroreera. 

, , , 
Umunyeeshuure ntagisoma. 

, 
I 'radio' ntlkivuga. 

Umwaana 
, 
ntakiryaamye. 

Yohaani 'ntagicura. 

Singikoreesh iyi 
a 
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gushuuha Haanze haracaashuushe? Haanze 
, 
ntihagishuushe. 

kugwa Imvur lracaagwa? 
a 

Imvura ~ntikigwa. 

Exercise 4. Persistive tense, autonomous. 
, , 

kuba Ntaa wukiri mu biro. 

, 
kumenya Ntaa inzira. wukimeny a 

, 
kuba Ntaa wukihaba. 

kuuza 
, 

Ntaa wukiiza. 

Ntaa 
, 

inzoga. gushaaka wugishaak a 

, , , 
kwuubaka Ntaa wucuubaka gut yo. 

, , 
kuumfasha Ntaa wukiimfasha. 

, 
kugaruka Ntaa wukigaruka. 

, , , 
gufita Ntaa wugifis umuduga. e 

, , , 
kuboneka Ntaa wukiboneka muri 

, 
iyi miisi. 

Exercise 5. Demonstratives with I-no/. 

'These clothes are 
expensive.' 

There is no-one (who is) 
still in the office. 

There is no longer anyone 
who knows the way. 

No-one lives there any 
longer. 

No-one comes any more. 

No-one wants beer any 
longer. 

Nobody builds in this 
fashion any more. 

No-one helps me any more. 

No-one comes back any more. 

No-one has a car any more. 

We donlt see anyone any 
more these days. 

'The expensives ones 
are here.' 

impuuzu Zino mpuuzu ziraziimvye. Izizlimvye ziri ~no. 

urubaangaangwe Runo rubaangaangwe 

ruraziimvye. 
369 

Uruzlimvye ruri hano. 
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, , , , , 
igitaambara Kino gitaambara IkiziimvYe kiri hano. 

kiraziimvye. 
, , , , , 

iziiko Rino ziiko riraziimvye. IriziimvYe riri hano. 

iblti 
, , 

IbiZlimVYe 
, 

Eino biti biraziimvye. biri hano. 

umuduga 
, , 

Uwuzlimvy 
, 

Uno mudug uraziimvye. uri hano. a e 

inzu Ina nz iraziimvye. Iyizlimvy 
, 

iri hano. u e 
, , , , , , , 

ameeza Ano meez araziimvye. Ayaziimvy ari hano. a e 
, 

Iyizlimvy 
, 

inkoofeero Ino nkoofeer iraziimvye. iri hano. 
0 e 

, , , 
ishu Ino sh iraziimvye. Iyiziimvy iri hano. u e 

Exercise 6. Possessives used as sUbstantives. 

a. 

, 
ibaanki 

, 
inooti 

impuuzu 

urushaana 

b. 
, 

iei 
, 

iziiko 
, , 

lshimilzl 

.Where are the ones 
(Cl. 10) that per­
tain to the bank?' 

Iz lbaanki zirlhe? a 

Iz lnooti zirlhe? a 

Iz lmpuuzu zirlhe? 
a 

Iz urushaana zirlhe? 
a 

Iz liei zirlhe? 
a 

Iz liz{iko zirlhe? 
a 

Iz iishlmilzi zirlhe? a 
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'Where are the ones (Cl. 8) 
that pertain to the bank?1 

Ivy lbaanki birlhe? 
a 

Ivy lnooti birlhe? 
a 

Ivy lmpuuzu birlhe? 
a 

Ivy urushaana birlhe? 
a 

Ivy liel birlhe? 
a 

Ivy liziiko birlhe? 
a 

Ivy lishlmilzi birlhe? a 
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c. 

kare Izaa kare zirlhe? Ivyaa kare birrhe? 

Yohaani Izaa Yohaani zirlhe? Ivyaa Yohaani birlhe? 

Bujuumbura Izaa Bujuumbura zirlhe? Ivyaa Bujuumbura birlhe? 

d. 

" " zirlhe? " birlhe? yuba Izaa yuba Ivyaa yuba 
, 

zirlhe? 
, 

birlhe? ubu Izu ubu Ivyu -ubu 
a a 

, 
zirlhe? 

, 
birlhe? ejo Ize ejo Ivye ejo 

a a 
, , 

mwaaka zirlhe? 
, 

mwaaka birlhe? uyu mwaaka Izu uyu Ivyu uyu 
a a 

[After each section of this exercise has been practiced separately, 

it should be combined with the section{s} that preceded it.] 

Exercise 7. Ways of using /atari/. 
, 

Afis~ amafaraanga meenshi? 

Atari impuuzu 
, , , 
ntaa kiindi afise. 

Aja mu kazi mu gitoondo? 
, , 

Atari ku musase ntaaja mu kazi. 

Nshaaka kumenya neeza ONU. 

Atari ukuja i 'New York~ 'ntaa 

kilndi wookora. 
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Does he have much money? 

He has nothing except 
[his] clothes. 

I want to get acquainted 
with the UN. 

There is no way except 
to go to New York. 
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, "" "" Niind azoonkorer imashiini? 
e a Who will repair the 

machine for me? 

Atari Yohaani "ntaa wuund. 
l 

abilzi. 

No one knows [about] 
it except John. 

Exercise 8. The non-concordial 'semi-verbal' forms. 

ibicu 

uducu 
, 

ivyoondo 

ubushaza 

ibijuumpu 

ingurube 

izuuba 

amafaraanga 

amakara 

II see that there are a 
lot of clouds. t 

Mboony ibic arl vyilnshi. 
e u 

Mboony uduc arl twilnshi. 
e u 

, , , 
Mboony ivyoondo ari vyiinshi. 

e 

fThere are many 
clouds. I 

'" '" Ibicu ni vyiinshi. 
, 

Uducu ni twiinshi. 

Ivyoondo "ni 

vyilnshi. 

[The student should write out the remaining sentences in this 

exercise~ showing vowel length and tone~ and then practice the 

completed exercise in the usual manner.] 
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Exercise 9. Subjunctive as main verb. The verb /-ja/ plus 
infinitive. 

we 

kugura 

bo 

gufata 

tweebwe 
, 

gukora 

'What shall I go and do?' IGo take the children 

Nje gukor 
a 

Aje gukor . a 

Aje kugur 
a 

Baj~ kugur 
a 

Baje gufat 
a 

Tuje gukor 
a 

, 
iki? 

, 
ikl ? 

lkl? 

lkl? 
, 

iki? 
, 

iki? 
, 

iki? 

for a walk. r 

Ja guteemberez abaana. 
a 

Aje guteemberez abaana. 
a 

Aje kugur ibirilbwa. 
a 

Baje kugur ibirilbwa. 
a 

Baje gufat ibirilbwa. 
a 

Tuje gufat ibirilbwa. 
a 

" , Tuje guteek Ibiriibwa. 
a 

Exercise 10. Based on Stc. 1, use of participial verbs after 
/-hava/. 

kugeenda 

kwaandlka 

kugwa 

kuruhuuka 

IIlm going to the 
market? 

Mpava ngeenda kw 

iisoko. 

Mpava naandlka ikeete 

rija kwaa murumu-

naanje. 

Imvur ihav igwa ku a a 

mugorooba. 

Mpava nduhuuka mvuuye 

kw iisoko. 
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IIlm going to go [somewhat 
later] to the market. 

Nzoohava ngeenda kw ilsoko. 

Nzoohava 

Imvur izoohav 
a a 

Nzoohava 
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kuboneka 

gusoma 

kugerageza 

kublba 

KIRUNDI 

Izuuba rihava rlbonek 
a 

inyuma ya saa slta. 

I' I' I' 

I' 

rzuuba r~zoohava 

Mpava nsoma rirya keete. Nzoohava 

Mpava ngerageza kWooz Nzoohava a 

inzu. 

Mpava mblb ayo masaka. 
a Nzoohava 

[The student should write out the rest of Column 3, showing 

tone and vowel length, and then use the exercise for drill.] 

Exercise 11. The construction of Sentence 2. 

imicuungwa 

, 
wewe 

intoofanyi 

bo 

inanaasi 

ibigoori 

" wewe 

amakara 

bo 

11'11 send him [to get] 
oranges.' 

Mpava mutum imicuungwa. 
a 

, "" Mpava ngutum imicuungwa. a 

Mpava ngutum intoofanyi. a 

Mpava mbatum intoofanyi. 
a 

Mpava mbatum 
a 

Mpava mbatum a 

I' I' 

inanaasi. 

, I' 

inanaasi. 

Mpava mbatum ibigoori. 
a 

Mpava nguturr.a ibigoori. 

Mpava ngutum, amakara. 
a 

Mpava mbat~ amakara. a 
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IHe won1t get any.' 
('There are none 
that he will get. I) 

/Ntay aroonka. 
o 

"Ntayo ndoonka. 

/'Ntazo ndoonka. 

'Ntazo baroonka. 

/Ntazo baroonka. 

'Ntazo turoonka. 

'Ntavyo turoonka. 

/Ntavyo ndoonka. 

'Ntayo nd6onka. 

'Ntayo b aroonka. 
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imyeembe Mpava 
~ /. ~ 

mba tum imyeembe. Ntayo baroonka. 
a 

~ ~ ~ 

~Ntay 
~ 

we Mpava mutum imyeembe. aroonka. a 0 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

'Ntay 
~ 

imicuungwa Mpava mutum imicuungwa. aroonka. a 0 

Exercise 12. Immediate vs. persistive tenses, negative. 

'Isn1t the maize ripe?' 

kweera Ibigoori ~ntivyeeze? 

intoofanyi 
~ ~ 

Intoofanyi ntizeeze? 

gusha Intoofanyi ~ntizlhllye? 

Imrhwi 
~ ~ 

ntiheze? 

inzoga Inzoga 
~ ~ 

ntlheze? 

gushlra Inzoga ~ntishize? 

Inanaasi Inanaasl 'ntizishlze? 

kuzilmbuuka Inanaasi ~ntlziziimbuutse? 

~ ~ 

imicuungwa Imicuungwa 
~ , 
ntizlimbuutse? 

kuziimba Imicuungwa 'ntiziimvye? 

lIt isn1t ripe yet. I 

Ntiblreera. 

~ 

Ntizireera. 

~Ntizlraasha. 

~ ~ ~ 

Ntlraasha. 

~Ntiraahera. 

, , ~ 

Ntlraahera. 

~Ntlraashira. 

~ , ~ 

Ntlziraashlra. 

~ ~ 

Ntlzlraaziimbuuka. 

~ , 
Ntiraazlimbuuka. 

'Ntlraazllmba. 

Exercise 13. Random substitution based on Sentence 5. [The tutor 
should read aloud the underlined portion of each sentence, and 
the student should reply with the entire sentence.] 

NShaasha 
~ ~ , , 
nazo ziracaari mu m yoonga. 

Bitooto ~navyo blracaarl mu myoonga. 

375 

The new ones are 
still in the 
valleys. 

The new/soft green 
ones are still in 
the valley. 
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, , , , 
Bitooto navyo biracaari kw iisoko. 

Indagara 'nazo zlracaari kw iisoko. 

Abaantu baracaageenda kw iisoko. 

Abaantu baracaari ku kibaanza. 

Abaantu bariko barageenda ku kibaanza. 

, " Abaantu bariko baravug 
a 

icoongereza ciinshi. 

Abashaasha bariko 

cilnshi. 

, 
baravug 

a 
icoongereza 

Abashaasha baracaarl ku kibaanza. 

NShaasha 'nazo zlracaarl ku klbaanza. 

, " , , 
Nshaasha nazo zlracaarl mu myoonga. 

There are still new 
ones at the market. 

There are still 
little ~ish at the 
market. 

People are still 
going to the 
market. 

People are still at 
the square. 

People are still 
going to the mar­
ket. 

People still speak 
a lot of English. 

Exercise 14. Alternate substitution drill based on Sentence 14. 

Iyou wonlt find any corn except in June.' 

Ntaa bigoor uzoobon atari mu kwaa gataandatu. 
i a 

intore ", " Ntaa ntor uzoobon atari mu kwaa gataandatu. 
e a 

kuroonka 
", , 

Ntaa nto~ uzooroonk atarl mu kwaa gataandatu. 
e a 

amahera 
", , 

Ntaa maher uzooroonk atari mu kwaa gataandatu. 
a a 
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, 
umwaanya 
kuroonka 

ivyeete 

BASIC COURSE 

Ntaa maher uzoomuha atari mu kwaa gataandatu. 
a , , , , " 

Ntaa mwaany uzoomuh atarl mu kwaa gataandatu. 
a a , ", " 

~taa mwaany uzooroonk atari mu kwaa gataandatu. 
a a , ", " Ntaa vyeet uzooroonk atari mu kwaa gataandatu. e a 

Exercise 15. Indicative vs. relative of progressive, based on 
Sentence 15. 

Bariko barablb amasaka. 
a 

Amasaka bariko barablba 'ni meeza? 

[The student or the instructor may complete this exercise, using 

other verb-object combinations from among those that the student 

has already met.] 

Exercise 16. The use of /umeenga/, based on Sentence 17. 

I Bujuumbura harashuushe. 

I Bujuumbur umeenga harashuushe. 
a 

[The student should practice placing /umeenga/ in sentences, using 

material from preceding units.] 
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Practice conversations. 

1. A conversation in which A asks B whether he has seen any 

potatoes at the market recently. B replies that he has been 

there but hasn1t seen any. A asks why. B says it is because 

the stored ones are all gone, and the new ones aren1t ready yet. 

2. A conversation in which A asks B about certain crops and 

whether they are grown in the U.S. B replies that they are not 

grown much, but that corn is more common. A asks what we do with 

our corn. B replies that some is used for fodder and some for 

food. 

3. A conversation in which A asks whether cotton is grown in the 

U.S. B replies that it is, mainly in the south. A asks about 

rice, and gets the same answer. 

Free conversation. 

1. Ask a speaker of Kirundi about the differences between the 

economy of Burundi and the economy of Rwanda. 

2. Speak for two minutes on the economy of your home state. 

(For this purpose, it may be necessary to use some nouns that are 

not in this book.) 
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UNIT 24 

BASIC DIALOGUE GEOGRAPHY OF BURUNDI 

lA 

2B 

3A 

4A 

5B 

6B 

Wavuuye mu Kiruundo 

ryaarl? 

Naje hilrya Ya eejo 

arlko nzooca nsubirayo 

yuba. 

, " Izuuba ry iwaanyu a 

nuumva ngo 

, 

, 
ni nk a 

iryaa Bujuumbura. 

Rimeze gute? 

Eka 'ntaa keeza karuta 

Bujuumbura. 

ubushuuhe (14) 
, , , 

Kaandi n ubushuuhe 
a 

bwo mw iij oro 
, , 
nico 

kimwe. 

ubwo 

-teera (-teeye) 

-teerwa (-teewe) 

ikiyaga (7, 8) 

379 

When. did you come from 
Kirundo? 

I came the day before yester­
day, but Illl be going back 
soon. 

I hear that the heat (Ithe 
sunl) over there (fat your 
place') is comparable to 
that of Bujumbura. 

What is it like? 

beauty 

There's no difference from 
Bujumbura. 

heat 

And the heat at night is the 
same. 

(a question word) used 
in asking for verifi­
cation 

to cause 

to be caused 

lake 
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7A 

8B 

9A 

lOB 

lIB 

12A 

KIRUNDI 

Ubwo 
, , 
ntihateerwa 

gushuuha na blrya 

biyaga? 

haasl 

EEg e kaandi ngira ngo 

'ni n uuk' ar1 haas1. 
a 0 

inyoni (9, 10) 

Nagoomba kuja kuraab a 

inyoni zo kur1 

RWiihlinda, ar1ko 

siinz~ ukweezi ziba 
, 

zaagarutse. 

, 
Ni mu ci. 

ni naho 

ishaamba (5, 6) 

umupaka (3, 4) 
, ", 

Ninaho hameze neeza 

he kuraab ishaamba 
a 

ryo ku mupaka. 

-jaanwa (-jaanywe) 

Umuunt ajaanywe n u a 

uguteembeera yoocahe? 

-bura (-buze) 

380 

Isn't it heated by those 
lakes? 

down, below 

Well, yes, and the low alti­
tude, I guess. ('that 
being-low' ) 

bird 

lid like to go to see the 
birds at [Lake] Rwihinda 
but I don't know [which] 
month they [should] be 
back. (I ••• theyare they­
having-returned l ) 

It1s [in] icl. 

in addition 

jungle, rain forest 

border, boundary 

Besides, [the weather] is nice 
for visiting the rain 
forest of the [eastern] 
border. 

to be brought 

Which way would a person go 
if he were on a tour? 

to lack, fail to find 
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14B 

l5A 
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vya (here, 'the area around.) 

Ushaatse, mu vyaa 

Kayaanza, i Ngoozi, 

aho woobon abaantu 
a 

, , 
babur aho buubaka 

a 

n (a)aho barima. 
a 

, 

-lihariza (-liharije) 

i baa (=mu vyaa) 

igikooko (7, 8) 

Ukazoohiindukira i 

, v 
baa Gitega, Bururi, 

, , 
Makaamba, ah 

o 
" , uzoosaang inka n 

a a 
, , , , 
ibikooko ari vyo 

vyiiharij amashaamba. 
e 

-geza (-gejeje) 

Arlko ububushuuhe bwaa 

Bujuumbura buuza 

kuungeza kure. 

haruguru 

-lipfuuza (-lipfuujije) 

If you wish, through the 
Kayanza area, Ngozl, (there) 
[where] you would see 
people who are lacking 
[space] (where) to build 
[houses] and to farm. 

to have a thing by oneself 

wild animal 

Then you would (lwilll) come 
back near/thru Gitega, Bururi, 
and Makamba, (there) [where] 
~ou would find cattle and 
wild animals living by 
themselves. 

to escort to a determined 
point, to test, to try 

But the heat of Bujumbura is 
about to drive me away. 

up there 

to wish (for) 

few 
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16B 

17A 

18B 

19B 

Ni ibiromeetero bikeey~ 

ugeenda gushika harya 

, 
haruguru mu misozi 

, 
ukaca wiipfuuz 

a 

ikikugarukana. 

iki b ira (7, 8 ) 
, , , , 
Nahaandi nyene kirya 

kibira ko nkibonera 

kure kimeze glte? 

-pfuka (-pfutse) 

akoogo (12, 13) 

-hanaantuka 
(-hanaantutse) 

ibuye (5, 6) 

Harapfutse, har
i 

imisoz
i 

itaandukaanywa 

n uutwo'ogo d uha­
a 

naantuka ku mabuye. 

ijlisho (5, 6) 
, 

Eka hararyoohey 
e 

ijlisho. 

hagati (9) 

After you have gone some 
kilometers into the moun­
tain, you will wish for 
something to make you return 
[from the mountains]. 

dense forest 

By the way, that dense forest 
that I [always] see from a 
distance -what is it like? 

to be fresh, cool 

small stream 

to fall from high above 

stone 

The air is fresh (Ithere is 
fresh1), [and] there are 
mountains (which are) 
separated by small streams 
which cascade down over 
the rocks. 

eye 

It1s a lovely viewJ 

in the middle of 
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20A 

2lB 

22A 

23B 

Mbega imisozi yo hagati 

mu gihug imeze nk u a 
, , 

iiyi mbona heejuru 

ya Bujuumbura? 

, " Oya, iyo hagati ntiri 

heejuru caane. 

inzuuzi (9, 10) 

Noone 'ntaa nzuuzi 

nini ziriho? 

Hariho Ruv~bu na 

Ruvyiroonza, 'naz' 
o 

, , " 
iziindi ni ntoonto. 

Are the mountains (of) in 
the middle of the country 
like those I see above 
Bujumbura? 

No, the ones in the interior 
aren't very high. 

large river (cf. /uruuzi/ 
'river l ) 

And aren't there some large 
rivers? 

There are the Ruvubu and the 
Ruvyironza; the others are 
small. 

SUEElementarl vocabularl· Some common fauna. 
, , , , 

'There are no~ many Ntaa ntare nyiinshi ziri i Buruundi. 
lions (which are) in 
Burundi. , 

, 
(9, 10) intare lion 

ingwe (9, 10) leopard 
, 

(9, 10) inguge monkey 

ingoona (9, 10) crocodile 
, 

(9, 10) imfyisi hyena 

383 
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, 
(3) umuswa white ants 

, 
(10) intozi army ants 

urunyegeri (II., 14) small., black ant 

impoongo antelope 
, 

ingeregere gazelle 
, , 

igitaangurirwa spider 
, 

imvubu hippo 

Harih" impoong i Buruund. arlko ~si nyilnshi caane. 
o 0 l 

'There are some antelope in Burundi., but they aren't 
very numerous. 

, , , , 
Harih imvubu muri Ruvubu. 

o 

'There are hippo in Ruvubu.' 

Harih" imfylsi mu mashaamba yo ku mupaka. 
o 

IThere are hyenas in the forests along (tofl) the border.' 

Harih" inzovu mu kiyaaya caa Rusilzi. 
o 

'There are elephants in the plain of Rusizi. 

1. The verb /-ca/ followed by a participial form. 

Sentence 2 contains the phrases 

••• arlko nzooca nsubirayo vuba. . •• but rIll be 
going back soon. 

Compare also., in the supplementary dialogues for Unit 12: 
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BASIC COURSE 

utaambutse rlrya, uc ubona ••• 
a 

Further examples are the following: 

Nzooca ngeend i muhlra. 
a 

Nca ndamubarir ayo majaambo. 
a 

Nacliye ngeenda kwa yohaani. 

Mpejeje nca ngeenda kwa Y. 

Mpejeje nkageend i muhlra. 
a 

Navuuye kw iisoko, nca ngeenda 

'" , kwa Yohaani. 

Ngeenda kw iisoko, haanyuma 

nce ngeenda kwa Y. 

Ngeenda kw iisoko, nkaca 

ngeenda .•• 

UNIT 24 

[When] you have 
crossed that one, 
you 1ll then see .•• 

and then I will go 
home 

Then I will tell 
him these words. 

and then I went ... 

When I finish, I 
(will) go ••• 

When(ever) I finished, 
I used to go home. 

When I came from 
the market, I then 
went to John's 
[once] . 

I will go to the 
market, and after­
ward I'll go to 
John's. 

I go to the market, 
and then I go ..• 
(habitual) 

Without a large number of further examples, it is impos­

sible to give a full description of these constructions, which 

involve the use of the verb I-cal plus some form of another 

verb. It is possible to point out, however, that in all of 

these examples except one, the second verb is participial in 

form. As far as meaning is concerned, the verb phrase with I-cal 
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usually refers to an action that was begun after the completion 

of the action of the preceding clause. [For practice with this 

construction, see Exercise 4.] 

2. The verb I-bal followed by a participial form. 

Sentence 9 contains the following construction: 

••. ziba zaagarutse 

Compare also Unit 11, Sentence 8: 

Uzoob ushltseho. a 

[at which] they should 
(have) return(ed) 

You will be there 
(Iyou will be you-having­
arrived there.') 

In both these sentences, a form of the verb I-bal is followed by 

a participial form of some other verb. 

The English translation for this construction varies, in 

part according to the tense of the form of I-bal. When the 

I-zoo-I tense is used, the meaning is not unlike an English 

future perfect tense (1will have r). When I-bal is in 

the immediate tense, the English translation may be with 'should', 

or may refer to the regular time [e. g. in each year, week, 

semester] at which a certain action or process is ordinarily 

completed. The following are further examples: 

Azooba yaaguz ibitabo. 
e 

, 
Aba yaaguz ibitabo. 

e 

386 

He will have bought 
books. 

He should have bought 
the books. or: He 
has [regularly] bought 
his books [e. g. by 
the end of the first 
week of class]. 
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, , , 
N. uk arwaaye, aba yaagiiye 

1 0 
, 

kw iishuure. 

UNIT 24 

If he hadn l t been ill, 
he would have gone to 
school. 

[For practice with this construction, see Exercise 5.] 

3. The word I'nil plus lukoj plus a clause. 

Sentence 8 contains the phrase: 
, , 

ni uk 0 ari haas i 

In this phrase the verb is relative in form. Clauses of this 

kind seem to have a causative meaning (Isince r , Ibecause!), but 

again, paucity of examples makes further discussion impossible. 

4. The word Ikimwe/. 

This word, contained in Sentence 6 of the dialogue for 

this unit, is of course the adjective root /-mwe/ lone' with 
• 

the prefix for Class 7. In this sentence, there is no noun of 

the same class with which it can be said to be in agreement. 

Presumably if such a noun did stand before /kimwe/, it would be 

/ikiintu/ 'thingl. In any case, the use of /kimwe/ in this and 

similar constructions, corresponds fairly closely to English 

'the same thingl. 

5. The word Ihagati/~/hagatl/. 

This word is used in three ways: 

(1) With one noun following its 

••• hagatl mu gihugu ••• . •• in the middle of the 
country .•• 
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I 
Here, /hagati/ is followed by /mu/, and is translated lin the 

middle/midst of ••• 1 

(2) With two nouns following it: 

Muraamvy iri hagatl ya 
a 

Bujuumbura na Ngoozi. 

Muramvya is between 
Bujumbura and Ngozi. 

Here, /hagatl/ is treated like a noun of Class 9, being followed 

by /ya/. 

(3) Not followed by a noun: 
, , 

iyo hagati ••• those (Cl. 4) in the 
interior or: those 
[which are] between 

[For practice with /hagatl/ in the second of these uses, see 

Exercise 9.) 

Exercise 1. Changes of tense, mood and person, based on 
Sentences 1 and 2. 

ejo 

uyu muusi 

kublba 

ku waambere 

'Did- you leave 
Kirundo the day 
before yesterday?' 

, 
Wavuuye mu Kiruundo 

hilrya yeejo? 

Wavuuye mu Kiruund o 

ejo? 

Wavuuye mu Kiruundo 

uyu muusi? 

Wayabivy uyu muusi? 
e 

Wayabivye ku waambere? 

388 

II came the day before 
yes terday. I 

, 
Naj uyu muusi. 

e 

Nayabivy uyu muusi. 
e 

, 
Nayabivye ku waambere. 



, , 
nilnde 

uyu muusi 

kumutuma' 

ejo 

BASIC COURSE 

, , 
Niinde yayablvye ku 

waambere? 

" , Niinde yayabivYe uyu 

muusi? 

" , 'Niinde yamutumye mu 

Kiruund· uyu muusi? 

, Niinde yamutumye mu 

Kiruund ejo? 
o 

UNIT 24 

Nije (ora Ni jeewe) 

nayabivye ku waambere. 

Nije nayabivye hilrya 

yeejo. 

Nije nayabivy; uyu muusi. 

Nije namutumy' uyu muusi. 
e 

Nije namutumy ejo. 
e 

Exercise 2. Based on Sentence 3, substitute nouns and also 
possessive plural personal pronouns. 

jeewe 

ubushuuhe 

bo 

imvura 
, 

wewe 

baantu 

jeewe 

amashuure 

1The sun at your place is like that of 
Bujumbura. I 

, , , , , 
Izuuba ry iwaanyu ni nk iryaa Bujuumbura. a a 

, , , , , 
Izuuba ry iwaacu nl nk iryaa Bujuumbura. a a 

Ubushuuhe 
, , , , 

bw iwaacu ni nk ubwaa Bujuumbura. a a 
, , , , , 

Bujuumbura. Ubushuuhe bw iwaabo ni nk ubwaa 
a a 

, , , , 
f..ya Bujuumbura. Imvura Ya iwaabo ni nk a 

, /", ~ 
Imvura Ya lwaanyu ni nka lya Bujuumbura. 

, /, / 

Abaantu b iwaanyu ni nk abaa Bujuumbura. 
a a 

, " / Abaantu b iwaacu ni nk abaa Bujuumbura. 
a a 

Amashuure y lwaacu 
a 

, " ni nk aya Bujuumbura. 
a 
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bo 
, , , , ~ 

Amashuure Ya iwaabo ni nk aya Bujuumbura. a 
, , 

lwaabo 
, 

{vyaa ibifuungurwa Ibifuungurwa vy ni nk Bujuurnbura. a a 
, , , , , 

{vyaa jeewe Ibifuungurwa vy iwaacu ni nk Bujuumbura. a a 

Exercise 3. Concordial agreement~ based on Sentences 3, 4. 

izuuba 
, 

amashuure 

inzuuzi 

ibibira 

inyoni 

ibikooko 

ibiyaga 

ubushuuhe 

imisozi 

abaantu 

Exercise 4. 

'What is the sun like at your place/in your part 
of the world?1 

Izuuba ry lwaanyu rimeze gute? 
a 

, "" v Amashuure y iwaany ameze gute? 
a u 

, "" v Inzuuzi z iwaanyu zimeze gute? a 
, , v 

Ibibira vy iwaanyu bimeze gute? 
a 
, , v 

Inyoni z iwaanyu zimeze gute? 
a 

"" ,,, v Ibikooko vy iwaanyu bimeze gute? 
a 

, "" v Ibiyaga vy iwaanyu bimeze gute? 
a 

Ubushuuhe bw lwaanyu bumeze gute? 
a 

, "" Imisozi Ya iwaany
u 

imeze gute? 

Abaantu b lwaanyu bameze gute? a 

I-cal plus participial verbs. 

Ukweezi gushiz , uzoojahe? 
e 

Where are you going 
after the end of the 
month? 

Nzooca nsubira ku kazi. 

Ni waheza kWooz inz ukor ikl? a u a 
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I'll go back to 
work. 

What will you do when 
youtve finished washing 
the floor? 
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, 
Nca ngeenda kw iisoko. 

Woomeny ururlmi wookor ikl? 
a a 

Nooca ntaangura kwlig ibilndi. 
a 

Yoozan' amagl woomuh 
a a 

, 
iki? 

Nooca ndamuh amafaraanga. 
a 

Iy' atageenda wari kumugir 
o a 

, 
ute? 

" , Naca ndamuh akaandi kazi. 
a 

UNIT 24 

1111 go to market. 

What would you do if you 
knew the language? 

lid then begin to 
study other things. 

What would you do if he 
brought eggs? 

lid give him some 
money. 

What would you have done 
to him if he hadnlt 
gone? 

I would have given 
him other work. 

Exercise 5. I-bal plus participial verb, vs. inceptive negative. 
, , , 

Ziba zaagarutse muri uuku kweezi. 

Ntiziraagaruka. 

Ziba zeeze mur. uuku kweezi. 
1 

Ntizireera. 

Imvura iba yaataanguye kugwa mur; 

uuku kweezi. 

Ntiraagwa. 

391 

They (Cl. 10) should 
have come back this 
month. 

They haven't come 
back yet. 

They (Cl. 10) should 
have gotten ripe this 
month. 

They arenlt ripe 
yet. 

The rain should have 
begun this month. 

It hasn't fallen yet. 
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, , , 
Haba haataanguye gushuuha mur; uuku 

kweezi. 

It should have begun to 
get hot this month. 

Ntiharaash~uha. It hasn't gotten 
hot yet. 

" , Intoofanyi ziba zaashize muri uuku [The supply of] potatoes 
should have run out 
this month. kweezi. 

Ntiziraashlra. It hasn't run out 
yet. 

Exercise 6. Sentences that contain /-0/ plus /ku/ plus a noun 
of location. (Based on Sentence 11.) 

, 
umupaka 

imisozl 

i Kibira 

inz~uzl 

191hugu 

abaantu 

, 
i Koongo 

indlmi 
, , 

i Bugaande 
, 

ibisagara 
, 

i Tanganyika 

indlmi 

'We will look at the forests of the border. I 

Tuzooraab ishaamba ryo ku mupaka. a 
" , Tuzooraab imisozl yo ku mupaka. 

a 

Tuzooraab imisozl yo mu Kiblra. 
a 

Tuzooraab inz~uzi zo mu Klbira. a 

Tuzooraab Inzuuzl zo hagatl mu gihugu. 
a 

Tuzooraab abaantu bO hagatl mu gihugu. 
a 

Tuzooraab abaantu bO murl Koongo. 
a 

Tuzooraab indlmi zo murl Koongo. 
a 

Tuzooraab indlmi z 1 Bugaande. 
a a 

Tuzooraaba ibisagara VYa f Bugaande. 

Tuzooraab ibisagara vyo murl Tanganyika. 
a 

, " / 

Tuzooraab indimi zo muri Tanganyika. a 
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Exercise 7. Sentences to illustrate the use of /-lihariza/, 
based on Sentence 14. 

Iyi nz arayliharije. 
u 

Ni kukl yiiharij iyo nzu yoose? 
e 

Niinde yiiharij inzu? 
e 

Yohaani yiiharij arya maangazilni 
e 

, , 
yoose. 

AbavuukanYi babiri biiharij 
e 

" , , , 
arya maangaziini yoose. 

, , 
Nitwe twiiharije arya 

, , , , 
maangaziini yoose. 

, , 
Nimwe mwiiharij arya e 

maangazilni yoose! 

" , Nibo biiharij arya 
e 

maangazilni yoose? 

He has the house to himself. 

Why does he have the whole 
house to himself? 

Who has a house to himself? 

John owns all those stores 
(by) himself. 

Two brothers own all those 
stores (by) themselves. 

We are the ones who ••• 

Are you the ones who .•• 

Are they the ones who ••• 

Exercise 8. Sentences with /-lipfuuza/, based on Sentence 16. 

a. With autonomous complement. 

Wiipfuuz ikikugarukana? or. 
a 

Wiipfuuz icookugarukana? 
a 

Niipfuuz ikilngarukana. ora 
a 

, 
Niipfuuz icoongarukana. a 

Niipfuuz uwoomp akazi. a a 
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Do you wish for some means/ 
way/occa~ion to come back? 

I wish for some means/way/ 
occasion to come back. 

I wish for someone who would 
give me work. 
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Yiipfuuz uwoomuh akazi. a a 

b. With infinitive complement. 

Yiipfuuza kuv i Mbo. 
a 

Yiipfuuza kugur inzu. 
a 

Yiipfuuza kuraab inyoni. 
a 

He wishes for someone who 
would give him work. 

He wishes to leave Mbo. 

He wishes to buy a house. 

He wishes to look at the 
birds. 

Exercise 9. /hagati/ plus two nouns: a lesson in the geography 
of Burundi. [Students should look at maps, and not at this 

page.] 
Muraamvya 

Ngoozi 

Gitega 

Kigali 

Uburuundi 

Urwaanda 

Exercise 10. 

Muraamvy iri hagatl ya Bujuumbura na Ngozi. a 

Ngoozi iri hagatl ya Muraamya na Butare. 

Gitega iri hagatl ya Muraamvya na Ruyigi. 
, ,,,, 

Kigali iri hagati ya Nyaanza na Byuumba. 

Uburuundi buri hagatl Y
a 

{ Koongo na Tanganyika. 

, " ", Urwaanda ruri hagati y Uburuundi n Ubugaande. a a 

Random substitution, based on Sentence 21. 

, , , , 
Those (Cl. 4, e. g. hills) 

in the central part are 
not very high. 

Iyo hagati ntiri heejuru caane. 

, 
1 

, , 
Imisozi Ya Ngoozi ntiri heejuru 

caane. 

Imisozi y 1 
, 

Ngoozi ntifis a e 
, 

amashaamba meenshi? 

394 

The mountains of Ngozi 
aren't very high. 

Don1t the mountains of 
Ngozi have many 
forests: 
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" " " " " Imisozi Ya i Ngoozi ntifis intare? 
e 

" " " Mu mashaamba ilo ku mUEaka hari 

" intare. 

" " " Mu mashaamba yo ku mupaka har 

" im:fil..isi. 

" " " Mu mashaamba yo ku mupaka ntaa 

" nzovu zihari. 

" " 
, , 

Hagati mu gihugu ntaa nzovu zihari. 

Practice cdnversations. 

UNIT 24 

Donlt the mountains of 
Ngozi have(many)lions? 

In the forests of 
the borders, there are 
lions. 

In the rain :forests o:f 
the borders, there are 
hyenas. 

In the rain forests o:f 
the borders, there are 
no elephants. 

In the center of the 
country, there are no 
elephants. 

1. A conversation in which A asks about the climate in Bls 

home state. B replies brie:fly. A responds by comparing it with 

some other state. B makes a non-committal rejoinder. 

2. A conversation in which A (an American) is trying to per­

suade B to study in some one particular part o:f the United States 

on account o:f the pleasant weather, scenery, etc. 

3. A conversation in which A has just returned :from a visit to 

a game park. B asks about what he saw there. 
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Free conversations. 

1. Plan a vacation itinerary from your present location to 

Denver~ Colorado~ returning by a different route. 

2. Answer questions about a non-African country that you have 

visited. 
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BASIC DIALOGUE 

lA 

2B 

3B 

4A 

5B 

Vyooba vyiiza ng 
o 

umuus. umw us hike 
1 e 

kuturaab i muhlra. 
a 

-geza (-gejeje) 

Nzoogeza kuuza. 
, , 

Nzooza nka ryaari? 

Uraaza ku muusi 

, 
wa lVIuungu. 

, 
Urakoze. 

[On Sunday at Als house.] 

6B 

7A 

8A 

9A 

lOA 

Ndagize bwaakeeye. 

, ", 
Bwaakeeye neeza. 

Shika. 
, 

Uyu ni umugeenzi 

waanje Mariya. 

, , 
Yohaani n Anyeesi. 

a 

UNIT 25 

It would be [very] nice if 
you would come to visit 
us (at home) some day. 

to try 

1111 try to come. 

About when shall I come? 

[What about] (you come on) 
Sunday? 

Thanks; 

Good morning' 

Good morning' 

Come in. 

This is my wife Mary. 

These are our children 
John and Agnes. 

[B greets the children. This greeting is probably not formal 

enough for use with adults.) 

lIB Uraaho ga Yohaa? How are you, John? 

12B Uraaho ga Anye? How are you, Agnes? 
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13A{ 

14B 

15B 

16A 

17A 

18A 

19B 

20A 

2lB 

Shika " I haasi. 

Icara " haasi. 

" Urakoze. 

amakuru (6) 

, v 
Ayaandi m akuru ? 

amareembe (6) 

'Ni amareembe. 

Turooroshe. 

" Unyw iki? a 

Coca-Cola. 

'Ntuunyw" inzoga?" 
a 

Ni waba uylfise 'ni 

vyiiza. 

Mbabarira 'sinyw' 
a 

inzoga. 

KIRUNDI 

Sit downJ 

Thank you. 

news 

What is news? 

peace, tranquility 

Everything is all right. 

We're in good health. 

What do you drink? 

Coca-Cola. 

Don't you drink beer? 

If you have it, that's fine. 

Please excuse me, I donlt 
drink beer. 

[B looks around the room and comments.] 

22B 

23B 

24A 

Uraazi gutoor ibiintu 
a 

vyiizal 

akabaati (12, 14) 
, 

Nk aka kabaati 
a 

wakaguzehe? 

umufreere (1, 2) 
, 

Nakaguze mu Kaameenge 

ku bafreere. 398 

You know how to choose nice 
things' 

closet, cupboard 

Where did you buy this cup­
board, for instance? 

[religious] brother 

I bought it in Kamenge at 
the [religious ] brothers. 
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25B Barakora neeza. They do a good job. 

to give, pay 

26B Wagataanzek~ ayaangan 
o a How much did you pay for it? 

27A Ibihuumbi bibiri. Two thousand. 

[When Als children are out of earshot, B compliments A and his 

wife on them.] 

28B 

29A 

indero (9, 10) 

Muraf1s abaana bar1 
e 

, , 
n indero nziiza. 

a 

-rera (-reze) 

Turagerageza kubarera 

neez~ ar1ko biragooye. 

[B prepares to leave.] 

30B 

3lB 

-s1gara (-s1gaye) 
, 

Sigar amahoro. 
a 

Tuzooba t~bonana. 

Imaana 

Jaana n lImaana. 
a 

Geenda amahoro. 

399 

education 

You have very polite children. 

to rear 

We try to raise them well, 
but it is difficult. 

Good-bye. (Istay [in] peace l ) 

See you later. (Iwe will be 
we-seeing-one-another l ) 

Supreme Being 

Good-bye (Igo with God l ). 

(Igo [in] peace l ) 
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Supplementary vocabulary. 

idirisha 

, , 
ameeza 

uburiri 

ibikoreesho 

~ ~ 

vyo ku meeza 

iseenge ry lnzovu 
a 

itara 

uruugi 

" umuryaango 

, " isaandugu 

Oral reading practice. 

KIRUNDI 

Articles found 

( 5, 6) 

(9, 10) 

(6, 6) 

(14, 6) 

(8) 

(5) 

(5, 6) 

(11) 

(3, 4) 

(5 01~ 9,6) 

in the house. 

window 

chair 

table 

bed 

tableware 

ivory 

lamp, candle 

door (the object) 

door (the opening) 

box, chest 

[The student should read each sentence to his teacher. The 
teacher corrects his pronunciation, and the process is repeated 
until the student can read aloud perfectly. The student may then 
try writing the tones on the selection. The right hand column 
may be used for an English translation, which the student may 
then use as a basis for retranslation into Kirundi.] 

Andereya yabajije mugeenzi we ko 

umuusi umwe atooshik i muhira iwe. a 

Yaramweemereye ko azooza ku muusi 

wa Muungu, ~gi1rako aramu~hiimira. 

Ku muusi wa Muungu Yohaani yageze 

kwaa mugeenziwe Andereya. Yaraboonye 
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umugeenzi n abaana ba Andereya. 
a 

Yohaani bamufuunguriy inzoga 
e 

araanka ngo ntay anywa. Yanyooye 
o 

Coca Cola. Amaz umwaany abona e a 

kaa kabaati k Andereya, araka­
a 

mushiimira, ac a amubaza niyo 

yakaguze. Yarashiimye n1indero 

y abaana ba Andereya na Mariya. 
a 

1. The construction L'ni -baL· 
, , 

Ni wab uyifise ••• a 

" ~ 

Ni mwaaba muyifise ••• 

" 
, 

Ni twaaba tuyifise .•• 

" " Ni baaba bageenda ••• 

" " " Ni baaba batageenda .•• 
, 

" Ni baaba baagiiye .•• 

" " , 
Ni baaba bazoogeenda .•• 

UNIT 25 

In case you (sg. ) have 
it, .•• 

In case you (pl. ) have 
it, ••• 

In case we have it, .•• 

In case they go, .•• 

In case they don1t go, ••• 

In case theytve gone .•• 
[hodiernal] 

In case they go later .•• 

In the above examples, I'nil plus I-bal plus a participial form 

of another verb is used as shown. Compare Sentence 21 of the 

basic dialogue ~or this unit. 

401 
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2. Sentences with /-ri na ••• /. 

The construction used in the right hand column of examples 

is sometimes used as a synonym for /-fise/. Its literal meaning 

is of course tbe with,' and its usual English translation is 

'have I. 

Barafls abaana babiri. 
e 

, , 
Bari na abaana babiri. 

IThey have two children. t 

Turafls intoofanyi. 
e *Turi n intoofanyi. 

a 

IWe have potatoes. I 

Arafls imyaak ibiri. 
e a *Arl n limyaak iblri. 

a a 

IHe is two years old.' 

But this new construction with /-ri na-/ cannot be used 

freely in all situations and so should be used with caution. The 

sentences marked with an asterisk are acceptable to some speakers, 

but sound unnatural to others. 

3. The abbreviation of personal names . 

Yohaani .•. ga Yohaa? or: 

Mariya .•• ga Marii? or: 
, , 

ga Mari 

.•• ga Anyee? or: 

Andereya ••• ga Anderee? or: 

ntuuze twhat1s-his-name t 
, 

••• ga ntuu. 

[The student should prepare a general statement about the dif­

ferences in form that he observes in the two columns of data 

given above.] 
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Exercise 1. Use of /nka'/ to introduce a sentence; concord in-
volving a demonstrative and the object prefixes of two verbs. 

'Where did you buy this cup- II bought it here. 
board" for instance?' 

akabaati Nka 
, 

wakaguzehe? 
, , 

aka kabaati Nakaguz ino. e 

ububaati Nka 
, 

wabuguzehe? 
, , 

ubu bubaati Nabuguz Ino. e 
, , , 

meeza wayaguzehe? 
, , 

ameeza Nka aya Nayaguz Ino. e 
, , 

ny~gamo wazlguzehe? 
, , 

Inyegamo Nka izi Naziguz ino. e 
, , 

bikoreesho wablguzehe? 
, , 

ibikoreesho Nka ibi Nabiguz ino. e 
, , 

tara warlguzehe? 
, , 

Itara Nka iri Nariguz ino. e 
, , 

matara wayaguzehe? 
, , 

amatara Nka aya Nayaguz ino. e 
, , , 

saandugu waylguzehe? 
, , 

isaandugu Nka iyi Nayiguz ino. e 
, , , 

masaandugu wayaguzehe? 
, , 

amasaandugu Nka aya Nayaguz ino. e 
, 

wabuguzehe? 
, , 

uburiri Nka ubu buriri Nabuguz ino. e 

Nka 
, 

wayaguzehe? 
, , 

amariri aya mariri Nayaguz ino. e 

Exercise 2. Use of participial form after /-aba/; placement of 
high tone with prefixes that consist of vowels vs. prefixes 
that begin with consonants. 

inzoga 
, 

inzoga? 
, , , , , 

Urafis Ni wab uyifise ni vyiIza. e a 
, , , , , , 

umuceri Uraf'is umucerI? Ni wab uwufise ni vyIiza. e a 
, , , , , , , 

bo Barafis e umuceri? Ni baaba bawufise ni vyiiza. 

, v 'Ni 
, , , , 

imb~ga Barafis imboga? baaba bazifise ni vyiiza. 
e 

, , , v , , , , , 
mweebwe Murafis imooga-? Ni mwaaba muzifise ni vyIIza. e 

, , , , , , , , , , 
isukaari Murafis Isukaari ? NI mwaaba muyifise nl vyIiza. e 
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, , , , 
waba 

, , wewe Urafis wewe? Ni uyifise ni vyliza. e 
, , , , , , , , umuunyu Urafis urnuunyu? Ni waba uwuf1se ni vyiiza. e , 

bo 
, 

umuunyu? 
, , 

bawufise 
, , 

Barafis Ni baaba ni vyiiza. e 
, , , 

'Ni 
, , , , 

amaazi Barafis amaazi? baaba bayafl~e ni vyiiza. e 
, , , , 

'Ni 
, , , , mweebwe Murafis amaazi? mwaaba muyafise ni vyiiza. e 

uburiri Muraf1s uburiri? 'Ni 
, , , , 

mwaaba mubu:fise ni vyiiza. e 

Exercise 3. Subject and object prefixes. 

, 
wewe 

mweebwe 

, 
we 

uyu muusi 

we (3 sg.) 
, 

wewe 
, 

ejo 
, 

we 
, 

bo 

[future] 
, 

we 
, 

wewe 

'Don't you drink beer?' 

'Ntuunyw' inzoga? 
a 

'Ntimunyw' inzoga? 
a 

'Ntaanyw' inzoga? 
a 

'Ntibanyw' inzoga? 
a 

, " Ntibaanyooy inzoga uyu muusi? 
e 

, " Ntiyanyooy inzoga uyu muusi? 
e 

'Ntiwanyooy inzoga uyu muusi? 
e 

, , " Ntiwanyooy inzoga ejo? 
e 

'Ntiyanyooy inzoga ejo? 
e 

'Ntibaanyooy inzoga ejo? 
e 

'Ntibazoonyw' inzoga ejo? 
a 

'Ntazoonyw' inzoga ejo? 
a 

'Ntuzoonyw' Inzoga ejo? 
a 
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'I drink it. I 

Ndaylnywa. 

Turaylnywa. 

Araylnywa. 

Baraylnywa. 
, 

Baayinyooye. 

Yaayinyooye. 

Naayinyooye. 

Narayinyooye. 

Yarayinyooye. 

Baraylnyooye. 

Bazooylnywa. 

Azooyinywa. 

Nzooylnywa. 
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Exercise 4. Random substitution. 

Uyu 
, , 
ni umugeenzi waanje Mariya. 

Uyu umukoobwa 
, 

ni waanje Mariya. 

, , 
Uyu ni umukoobwa wa mugeenzaanJe. 

Twaajaanye na Umukoobwa wa 

mugeenzaanje. 

Twaaj aanye na umugore naa baana baa 

mugeenzaanje. 

Twaajaanye n abaandi. -a 

Twaajaanye na daatabuja. 

Uraazi daatabuja? 

Uraaz_.!! umugeenzi waanj e Mariya? 

Uyu 

oJ... 

, 
n umugeenzi waanje Mariya? 

i 
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This is my wife Maria. 

This is my daughter 
Maria. 

This is the daughter of 
my friend. 

I/we went with my friend's 
daughter. 

We went with my friend's 
wife and children. 

We went with the others. 

We went with the boss. 

Do you know the boss? 

Do you know my wife 
Marie? 

This is my wife Maria. 

Exercise 5. Indicative/-zoo-/tense VS. relative /~zoo-/tense vs. 
subjunctive of the same verb. 

Azooshika kuturaab i muhlra. 
a 

Yohaan i avuze k~ azoosh:Lka kuturaaba 

i muhlra. 

Vyooba vyiiza ng aShike kuturaab o a 

i muhlra. 

405 

He'll come to see us at 
home. 

John says he'll come to 
visit us at home. 

It would be nice if he 
would visit us at home. 
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, , 
Bazooja kuroondera mu maangazlini. 

YOhaan1 avuze kO bazooja kuroondera 
, , 

mu maangaz11n1. 

Vyooba vy11za ngo baje kuroondera 
, , 

mu maangaz11n1. 

, " Bazoorer abaana neeza. 
a 

, 
Yohaani avuze kO bazoorer 

a 

Vyooba vyiiza ngo barer abaana 
e 

, , 
neeza. 

Nzoosub1rayo vuba. 

YOhaani avuze k~ azoosublrayo vuba. 

Vyooba vyiiza ng asublreyo vuba. 
o 

, " Tuzooja kuteembeera muri iyl miisi. 

YOhaani avuze ko tuzooja kuteembeera 

mur~ iyi milsi. 

Vyooba vyiiza ngo tuje kut~embeera 

mur: iyi milsi. 
l 406 

Theylll go to look for 
[something] in the shops. 

John says that ••• 

It would be nice if ••• 

They'll raise the children 
well. 

John says that .•• 

It would be nice if ••• 

1'11 return there soon. 

John says that hetll return 
there soon. 

It would be nice if he 
would return tfiere soon. 

We are go1ng to go take a 
trip during these [next 
few] days. 

John says that •.• 

It would be good if .•• 
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, , 
I'm going to study hard in 

these [next few] days. 
Nziiga caane mur

i 
iyi miisi. 

YOhaani avuze k~ azi1ga caane mur~ 

iyi milsi. 

Vyooba vyiiza ngo yiige caane 
, , 

mur. iyi miisi. 
1 

, 

John said that .•. 

It would be good if ••• 

izoogw ejo. It's Imvur going to rain tomorrow. 
a a 

, , , , , 
says it's going Yohaan. avuze k imvur izoogw John to 

1 0 a a rain tomorrow. 
ejo. 

, , 
It would be nice if it Vyooba vyiiza ng igw ejo. 

0 e 
would rain tomorrow. 

Exercise 6. Concord with a demonstrative and an adjective, but 
not with /ari/. 

, , 
aya meeza 

aka kazi 

aha. haantu 

i Bujuumbura 

iri iseenge ry a 

, 
izi nyegamo 

amasaka. 

, 
inzovu 

'This table, for instance, do you 
think it1s nice?' 

, , , , , 
Nk aya meeza, ubon ari meeza? a a 

, , , 
Nk aka kazi, ubon ari keeza? 

a a 
, , , 

Nk aha haantu, ubon ari heeza? 
a a 

, , , 
Nk i Bujuumbura, ubon ari heeza? 

a a 
, , , 

Nk ire iseenge ry inzovu, ubon 
a 1 a a 

ryllza? 

Nk lz1 nyegamo, ubon art nZiiza? 
a a 

Nk amasaka, ubon ari meeza? 
a a 

407 

, 
ari 
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, , 
inzoga Nk inzoga, ubon ari nzilza? a a 

, 
f ' arl nZilza? indeege Nk lndeege, ubon 

a a 
, , , , , 

inc Nk ino, ubon ar1 heeza? a a 

Exercise 7. 'Future' vs. 'future perfectl. 

kubonana 

kujaana 
, 

gukora 

kubaana 

kurirna 

'Welll see one another 
later. I 

Tuzoobonana. 

Tuzoojaana. 

Tuzookorana. 

Tuzoobaana. 

'We will live together. I 

, 
Tuzoor1ma mu myoonga. 

, 
guteembeera Tuzooteembeera. 

gushika Tuzooshika. 

guheza 

kugeenda 
, 

kurya 
, 

kwooza 

gus hUus ha 

Tuzoohez ako kaz1. 
a 

Tuzoogeenda. 

Tuzoorya. 

Tuzookwooz amasahaan1. 
a 

Tozooshuush amaaz1. a 

408 

'We III be seeing ('will be 
we-having-seen') one another.' 

Tuzooba tubonana. 

Tuzooba tUjaana. 

Tuzooba dukorana. 
, 

Tuzooba tubaana. 

frAt that time] we will 
be living together.' 

, 
Tuzooba turima mu 

, 
myoonga. 

, 
Tuzooba duteembeera. 

, 
Tuzooba dushitse. 

Tuzooba duhejeje ako kazl. 

Tuzooba tug11ye. (twaag1iye) 
, 

Tuzooba turi1ye. 
, , , 

Tuzooba twoogeje amasahaan1. 
, , 

Tuzooba tushuuhije amaazl. 
('we will be boiling water') 

Tuzooba twaashuuhije amaazi. 
(Iwe will have boiled the 
water, but it may no 
longer be hot') 
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In the next to last line of the above exercise, the /zoo/ 

form of /kwooza/ should, according to the rules, be /tuzooza/, 

but th1s 1s identical in form with the same form of /-za/, 

meaning 'we will cornel. For this reason, many speakers of the 

language employ the form /tuzookwooza/ in place of /tuzooza/ when 

the verb is /-oza/. 

Exercise 8. Indicative vs. autonomous forms of the /zoo/ tense. 

kugeenda 

kwaandur a , 
iyo ngwaara 

, 
kwuumva 

kwaambara 
, 

kuduuga 

gufasha 

kugaruka 

kumuhema 
, 

kubabar1ra 

gukina 

kureengaana 

'Theylll come. I 

Bazooza. 

Bazoogeenda. 

, 
Bazaandur 

a 
lyo ngwaara. 

Bazuumva. 

Bazaambara. 

Bazooduuga. 

Bazoofasha. 

Bazoogaruka. 

Bazoomuhema. 

Bazoobabarira. 

Bazook1na. 

Bazooreengaana. 
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IThose who will come 
are few. I 

Abazooza 'si beenshl. 

Abazoogeenda 'si 

beenshi. 
, , 

Abazaandur lyo ngwaara 
a 

, , 
s1 beenshl. 

, , , 
Abazuumva si beenshi. 

Abazaambara 's1 beensh1. 
, , , , 

Abazooduuga si beensh1. 
, , , , 

Abazoofasha si beenshi. 
, , , , 

Abazoogaruka si beenshi. 
, , , , 

Abazoomuhema si beenshi. 
, , , 

Abazoobabar1ra s1 

beenshl. 

Abazooklna 's1 beensh1. 

Abazooreengaana 's1 

beenshi. 
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Practice conversations. 

1. A conversation in which A invites B. B asks whether he can 
bring his ~amily. A says he didntt know B was married. B says 

he has been married ~ortwo years. A asks i~ they have children. 

B says they have a little boy. A says bring them along, etc. 

2. A conversation in which A invites B. B says he can come if 

he doesn1t have to work that day. A asks when B will know for 

sure. B says he will let him know Friday. 

3. B tells C about his visit to Als home. (Use the content of 

the basic dialogue for this.] 

Free conversation. 

1. Invite a friend to visit you. Make necessary arrangements 

concerning time, and give him clear directions for finding your 

place. 

2. You have just bought a souvenir of Burundi, and discuss 

its merits with a friend. 
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UNIT 26 

BASIC DIALOGUE [The student should try to use the first version of 
the dialogue, imitating and later reading aloud. He should then 
write the tone marks, checking by reference to the second version 
1. (pp.4l4-5).] 
lA Ni amaki ga ntuu? What1s the matter? 

2B 

3A 

4B 

5A 

6B 

7A 

8B 

-pfaana (-pfaanye) 

[cf. -pfa (-pfuuye)] 

Ntubona k umuduga 
o 

wampfaanye? 

Haapfuuy iki nkagufasha? 
e 

Amaazi yaamperanye. 

-bura (-buze) 

umuhana (3, 4) 

Ukabur amaaz. uri mu a 1 

mihana? 

Noogira nte ko bataanzi? 

-saba (-savye) 

Hiinga nje kuyagusabira. 

Ntabaara mugeenzi 

waanje. 

411 

to belong to the same 
kin group 

to die 

Don1t you see that the car 
died on me? 

[Tell me] what part is out of 
order (thas died') and 1111 
help you. 

It1s out of water. ('The 
water has become exhausted 
for me. I ) 

to miss, lack 

the area around a 
dwelling 

And you lack water, [even 
though] you [are] in a 
village? 

What should I do [since] (that) 
I am not known ('they don't 
know mel)? 

to ask 

Let me go and ask for it on 
your behalf. 

Help me, my friend. 
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9B 

lOA 

lIB 

l2A 

13B 

14A 

15B 

16A 

2. 

17C 

KIRUNDI 

-akiira (-akiiriye) 

Akiir usukemwo. a 

Urakoze caane. 

-klra (-klze) 

-ca plus partici­
pial verb 

Noon ub iCiiy ikira? e u e 

ime (or: /me/) 

-unguruza (-unguruje) 

Ime. Urora heehe 

nkakw~unguruza? 

Wew urora heehe? 
e 

Ndoy i Muraamvya. 
e 

-geza (-gejeje) 

Ntabaar ungeze mu a 

Bukeeye. 

-lnjira (-lnjiye) 

Injira tugeende. 

-neezerwa (-neezerewe) 

Ko utaneezerewe ni 

amaki? 

412 

to take from someone 

Take it and pour it in. 

Thank you very much. 

to recover rrom illness 

to do right away 

Is it all right now? 

yes 

to give a lirt 

Yes. Where are you going, 
and Illl give you a lift. 

Where are you going? 

11m on the way to Muramvya. 

to cause to arrive 

[Would you] please drop me 
off at Bukeye? 

to come in to 

Get in [and] letts go. 

to be pleased 

What 1s the matter that you 
are unhappy? 



18D 

19C 

20D 

21C 

22D 

23D 

24C 

25D 

26E 

BASIC COU.RSE UNIT26 

Isaansi iraamperanye mu 

muduga. 

Ntuma nze (or: nje) 

kuyikugurira. 

iriitlro (9, 10 or 6) 
or: iriitlro 

Iriitiro imwe ni 

amaher angaahe? a 

N1 amahera 1ndwi gusa. 

-lhuuta (-lhuuse) 

Ihuute unzan1r 
e 

1r11tiro (or: 

amar1it1ro) cum1. 

Wataanz amahera 
e 

angaahe? 

N1 miroong 1ndw1 
0 

, 
(9, impeembo 

Miroong itatu n1 
0 

impeembo yaawe. 

jeho 

gusa. 

10) 

-aanka (-aanse) 

Jeh umudug uraanyaankiye. 
o a 

413 

My car is out of gas. ('The 
gasoline has run out on 
me in the car. I) 

Send me to buy some for you. 

liter 

How much is one liter? 

It's only seven francs. 

to hurry 

Go and get me ten liters. 

How much did you pay? 

Only 70 francs. 

salary, wage, tip, 
reward 

Keep the change. ( 'Thirty 
is your tip.') 

concerning me 

to refuse 

My car won1t work. 
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22F 

28E 

29F 

30E 

31F 

32E 

33F 

Ntiwoontabaara? 

Ngutabaaz iki? 
e 

KIRUNDI 

-klriza (-klrije) 
[applicative of 
/-klza/ 'to cureS] 

Uraabe ko wooshobora 

kuwuunkiriza. 

Reka ngeze mugabo 

naanje ntavyo nzi. 

erega 

Erega birakuunze. 

N. aho ngeza kaandi 
l 

ngira ng urashik 
o a 

amahoro. 

agashlruka bute (12) 

Urakoze caane. Noone 

nguh iki ku 
a 

gashirukabute? 

Oya ntaaco. Naanj 
e 

uzoontabaara ni 

wasaang aho 
a 

biinyaankiriye. 

414 

Would you help me? 

How (Iwith what') can I 
help you? 

to cure for 

See if you can fix it for me. 

Let me try, but I myself 
donlt know [much about] it. 

also [here, an expression 
of surprise] 

Well! There it goes at 
last' (tIt has just be­
come able. I) 

That's all I can do, and I 
hope you will arrive 
safely. 

fee, tip 

Thank you very much. And 
what can I give you (as a 
fee)? 

No, nothing. Youlll do the 
same for me if you find me 
in the same fix. 
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34E Urakoze caane. Tura- Thank you very much. 
you later. 

bonanye. 

~ 

(12) a returning akagaruka 

35F Ni akagaruka. Hurry back' 

1A 

2B 

3A 

4B 

5A 

6B 

7A 

8B 

9B 

Ni amaki ga ntuu? 

Ntubona k~ umuduga wampfaanye? 
o 

Haapfuuy iki nkagufasha? 
e 

Amaazi yaamperanye. 

Ukabura amaazi uri mu mihana? 

Noogira nte ko bataanzl? 

Ntabaara mugeenzi waanje. 

Akiir usukemwo. 
a 

~ 

lOA Urakoze caane. 
, 

lIB Noon ub iciiy ikira? 
e u e 

12A 

13B 

14A 

15B 

16A 

17e 

18D 

Ime. Urora heehe nkakwuunguruza? 
, 

Wew e 
, , 

urora heehe? 

Ndoy i Muraamvya. 
e 

Ntabaar ungeze mu Bukeeye. 
a 

Injira tugeende. 

, ~ , 
Isaans i iraamperanye mu muduga. 
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See 
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19C 

20D 

2lC 

22D 

23D 

24C 

25D 

KIRUNDI 

Ntuma nze (ora nje) kuylkugurira. 

, . ' , , 
Iriitiro lmwe n

i 
amaher

a 
angaahe? 

N. amaher indwi gusa. 
l a 

Ihuute unzanire iriitiro (or: amariitiro) cUmi. 

Wataanz amaher angaahe? e a 

Ni miroong indwi gusa. 
o 

Miroong itatu 'ni impeembo yaawe. 
o 

26E Jeh' umudug uraanyaankiye. ~Ntiwoontabaara? o a 

27F 

28E 

29F 

30E 

3lF 

32E 

33F 

Ndagutabaaz ikl? 
e 

" , " Uraabe ko wooshobora kuwuunkiriza. 

, , " , 
Reka ngeze mugabo naanje ntavyo nzi. 

, 
Erega birakuunze. 

N. aho ngeza kaandi ngira ng urashik amahoro. 
loa 

Urakoze caane. Noone nguh ikl ku gashirukabute~ 
a 

, , 
Oya ntaaco. 

, " , 
Naanj uzoontabaara ni wasaang aho e a 

biinyaankiriye. 

34E Urakoze caane. Turabonanye. 

35F 

1. 

N. akagaruka. 
l 

A special use of the verbal extension /-an-/. 

In Unit 22, Note 4 , the verbal extension /-an-/ was 

described as adding a meaning of reciprocality or mutuality to 

a verb stem of which it forms a part. That statement does not 

hold true for the element /-an-/ in these sentences, taken from 
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the dialogue for this unit: 

Ntubona ·k' umuduga wampfaanye? 
o 

[cf. /-pfa/ Ito diet] 
, , 

Amaazi yaamperanye. 

[cf. /-hera/ Ito come to an end 1 ] 

Isaansi iraamperanye mu muduga. 

UNIT 26 

Donlt you see that 
the car has died 
on me? 

The water is all 
gone" [and this 
has had an effect 
on me]. 

My car is out of 
gas. 

All of these verbs that contain /-an-/ also include an object 

prefix. In this respect" and with respect to their translation 

meanings" these verbs are strongly reminiscent of the stems that 

include the applicative extension (Unit 22" Note 3). As a 

matter of fact" informal usage (at least for some speakers) allows 

the use of /-herera/ in place of /-herana/ in the above examples. 

The same is not true for /-pfaana/ and /-pflira/. The 

latter is used in such contexts as discussions of Christian the­

ology" corresponding to English Ito die for or on behalf of. I 

[For practice with /-an-/ used in this way" see Exercises 1 and 2.] 

2. The vocative use of nouns. 

The dialogue contains the sentence: 
, 

Ntabaara mugeenzi waanje. 'Help me" my 
friend' I 

The word /mugeenzi/ has no initial vowel. It does have a high 

tone on the first mora of the stem. In both these ways it differs 
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from the citation form /umugeenzi/. It has this form when it is 

used 'vocatively', that is to say, when it is used to name the 

person being spoken to. 

The following are some pairs of citation and vocative 

forms of some nouns that are commonly used in this way: 

umwilgiisha mwilgiisha 

umukoobwa mUkoobwa 

umuhuungu mUhuungu 

These three nouns have, in the first stem syllable, a long vowel 

with high tone on the second mora. The vocative is just like the 

citation form except for the absence of an initial vowel. These 

next three nouns do not have, in the first stem syllable of the 

citation form, a long syllable with high tone on the second mora: 
, 

umugeenzi mugeenzi 
, 

daatabuja daatabuja 
, , 

umwaana mwaana 

For these nouns, the vocative differs tonally from the citation 

form. 

A noun that lacks an initial vowel even in the citation 

form, thus makes possible a pair of sentences which differ only 

in tone: 

Ntabaara daata. 
, 

Ntabaara daata. 

418 

I help my father. 

Help me, father. [/daata/ 
in this sense may be said 
not only to onels own 
father, but to any grown 
man. ] 
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3. The construction in which a a verb 
that includes the 

Both of these sentences contain the subsecutive /-ka-/: 

Haapfuuy ikl nkagufasha? 
e 

, , 
Urora heehe nkakwuunguruza? 

What is out of 
order, and Illl 
help you. 

Where are you 
going, and Illl 
give you a lift. 

Each of these sentences may be compared with a pair of simpler 

sentences: 
, 

Haapfuuy iki? 
e 

, 
Ndagufasha. 

, , 
Urora heehe? 

Ndakwuunguruza. 

What is out of order? 

I[lll] help you. 

Where are you headed? 

1'11 give you a lift. 

[For practice with this use of /-ka-/, and for additional examples, 

see Exercise 9.] 

4. The extensions in 

The dialogue 

Noon ub e u 

Not illustrated in the 

-klza 

the stem !-klriza!. 

contains the sentence: 
, 

iciiy ikira? 
e 

dialogue is the stem: 

Is it all right 
now? 

to cure (i.e. cause to recover or 
become all right) 

This is, of course, analyzable as containing the root /-kir-/, 
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with the causative extension being represented by the presence of 

/-z-/ instead of /-r-/ at the end of the root. The stem with 

both the causative and applicative stems is /-klriza/ and not 

*/-kizira/, as illustrated in the sentence, 

" , " Uraabe ko wooshobora kuwuunkiriza. 

5. Forms that contain two object prefixes. 

See ii' you can 
fix it for me. 

The infinitive in this sentence contains two object 

prei'ixes: 
, , 

kul1:kugurira Send me (that I 
may go) to buy 
it i'or you. 

The first of the two prefixes (/-yi/) stands for /isaansi/, 

which would be the direct object of the verb, while the second 

prefix (/-ku-/) stands for the second person singular indirect 

object. In the infinitive, for both high and low verbs, the 

first prefix has high tone, and the first syllable of the stem 

has high tone. [For practice with infinitives that contain two 

object prefixes, see Exercise 5.] 

Immediate disjunct indicative forms i'ollow the same 

tonal rule: 
, , 

(/-gura/, a low I[lll] buy Ndakikugurira. 
verb) i'or you. 

, , 
(/-fata/, a high 1[111] get Ndakikufatira. 

verb) for you. 

The negative conditional has no high tone in these forms, 

it 

it 

/Ntiwookimi'atira. Please get it 
for me. 
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A hodiernal form lSI 

, 
Naak:1g ufa tlye • 

A hesternal ~orm is: 
, , 

Narakigu~atiye. 

UNIT 26 

I got it for you 
[today] • 

I got it ~or you 
[be~ore today.] 

[The student may want to explore for himsel~ the tonal patterns 

used when two object prefixes are used with some of the verb forms 

that are not covered by these few examples.] 

Exercise 1. Indicative vs. autonomous forms. Variation of 
subject pre~ix and object prefix. 

, 
we 

, , 
imashiini 

, 
jeewe 

ipikipiki 
, 

we 
, , 

uburaangaangwe 

jeewe 

ikaraamu 

tThe car has died on 
me. I 

Umuduga waampfaanye. 

Umuduga waamupfaanye. 

" , Imashiini yaamupfaanye. 

Imashilni yaampfaanye. 
, 

Ipikipiki yaampfaanye. 

Ipiklplki yaamupfaanye. 
, , 

Urubaangaangwe rwaa-

mupfaanye. 

Urubaangaangwe rwaa-
, 

mpfaanye. 

Ikaraamu (r)yaampfaanye. 
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'Where is the one 
that died on you? I 

, 
urrhe? Uwugupfaany e 

, 
urrhe? Uwumupfaany 

e 
, 

irrhe? Iyimupfaany e 
, 

irrhe? Iyigupfaany e 
, 

irlhe? Iyigupfaany e 
, 

irlhe? Iyimupfaany e 
, 

rurlhe? Urumupfaany e 

Iyi-/lrigupfaany 
e 

(r )i,rlhe? 
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, 
we 

imboga 
, 

Imboga 
, , 

jeewe Imboga 

imirlma Imirima 
, 

Imirima we 

KIRUNDI 

, 
zaamupfaanye. 

, 
zaampfaanye. 

, 
yaampfaanye. 

, 
yaamupfaanye. 

Iyi-/Irimupfaany 
e 

(r)irlhe? 

Izimupfaany zirlhe? 
e 

Izigupfaany zirlhe? 
e 

Iyigupfaany irlhe? 
e 

Iyimupfaany irlhe? 
e 

Exercise 2. Use of /-an-/ in its applicative function; concord 
between sentences. 

, 
isaansi 

, 
umuunyu 

isukaari 

umuceri 

amahoonda 

v 
uburo 

amakara 

. ' lvyaamwa 

indlmu 

inzoga 

111m out of water. t 

Amaazi yaamperanye. 

Isaansi yaamperanye. 

Umuunyu waamperanye. 

" , Isukaari yaamperanye. 
, 

Umuceri waamperanye. 
, 

Amahoonda yaamperanye. 
, , 

Uburo bwaamperanye. 

Ivyaamwa vyaamperanye. 
, , 

Indlmu zaamperanye. 
, , 

Amagi yaamperanye. 
, , 

Inzoga yaamperanye. 
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IThat [i.e. water] 
is what I need. I 

Niyo nkeneye. 

Niyo nkeneye. 

Niwo nkeneye. 

Niyo nkeneye. 

Niwo nkeneye. 

Niyo nkeneye. 

Nibwo nkeneye. 

Niyo nkeneye. 

Niyo nkeneye. 

Nivyo nkeneye. 

Nizo nkeneye. 

Niyo nkeneye. 
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, , , 
" , 

amavuta Amavuta yaamperanye. Niyo nkeneye. 

lbltooke Ibltooke 
, 

" 
, 

vyaamperanye. Nivyo nkeneye. 
, , , , , 

umwaanya Umwaanya waamperanye. Niwo nkeneye. 

Exercise 3. The construction of Sentence 5, contrasted with a 
semantically related why-question. 

IHow can you lack water, and 'Why do you lack 
you in an inhabited area?" wa ter? I 

" " 
, 

mihana' 
, , 

wewe Ukabur amaazi uri mu Ni kuki ubuz amaazi? a e 
, , , 

mihanaJ " " 
, 

jeewe Nkabur amaazi ndi mu Ni kuki mbuz amaazi? a e 
, , , 

mihanaJ 
, , 

we Akabura amaazi ari mu Ni kuki abuz amaazi? e 
, 

" 
, 

turi mu mihanaJ 
, , , 

tweebwe Tukabura amaazi Ni kuki tubuz amaazi? e 
, , , , , 

" mweebwe Mukabura amaazi muri mu mihanal Ni kuki mubuz amaazi? e 

be 
, 

bari mu mihanal 
, 

" 
, 

Bakabura amaazi Ni kuki babuz amaazi? e 

Exercise 4. 'What should I do, seeing that ... ? 

Ntibaanz1. 

Noogiraante ko bataanzl? 

, 
Simfis amafaraanga. 

e 

Noogiraante ko ntafis" amafaraanga? 
e 

SindavyuUmviise. 

Noogiraante ko ntavyuUmviise? 
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They donlt know me. 

What shall I do~ 

[since] ~hey donlt 
know me? 

I donlt have money. 

I didn't get (hear, 
understand) it [just 
now] . 
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, , 
Ntibaraabi1nsiguurira. 

Noogiraante kO bataraabilnsiguurira? 

Siinzl kwooga. 

, , , , 
Noogiraante ko ntaazi kwooga? 

, 
Sinkomeye. 

, , , 
Noogiraante ko ntakomeye? 

Sindaaheza. 
, , , , 

Noogiraante ko ntaraaheza? 

Ndiicaye. 
, , , 

.Noog1raante ko ni1caye? 

Ndagarutse. 
, , , 

Noogiraante ko ngarutse? 

Ndiibagiye. 

, , , 
Noogiraante ko niibagiye? 

, , 
Baangabiy imbwa. e 

, , , , 
Noogiraante ko baangabiy imbwa? e 

Baraangaya. 

, , , 
Noogiraante ko baangaya? 
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They haven't explained 
it to me. 

I don't know how to 
swim. 

11m not well. 

I haven't finished yet. 

11m seated. 

I'm back. 

I've forgotten. 

They1ve presented me 
with a dog. 

People aren't glad to 
see me doing this. 
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Exercise 5. Variation of both object prefixes in a single word. 

amaazi 
, 

we 

isaans1 

tweebwe 

impaapuro 

, 
bo 

amavuta 

jeewe 

1raang1 
, 

we 

inyama 
, 

ig1pfuund1klzo 

, 
tweebwe 

1bicer1 

'Water is what I 
want. 1 

Amaazi 'niyo nshaaka. 

Amaazi 'niy' aShaaka. 
o 

Isaans1 

Isaans1 

, , 
n1y ashaaka. 

o 
, ~ 

n1yo 

dushaaka. 

Impaapuro 'n1zo 

dushaaka. 
, , 

Impaapuro n1zo 

bashaaka. 

'Let me go and ask for 
some for you.' 

H1inga nje kuligusab1ra. 

H11nga nje kuya~sabira. 

H11nga nje kuylmusab1ra. 

H11nga nje kuylbasab1ra. 

Hi1nga nje kuzlbasabira. 

, , , 
Hiinga nje kuz1basabira. 

Amavuta 'niyo bashaaka. Hiinga nje ku~basabira. 

Amavuta 'niyo nshaaka. H11nga nje kuyagusab1ra. 

Iraang1 'n1ryo nshaaka. H11nga nje kurlgusab1ra. 

Iraang1 
, , ", 
niry ashaaka. Hiinga nje kur1musabira. 

o 

Inyama 'niz' aShaaka. 
o 

Igipfuund1k1zo 'nlc' 
o 

ashaaka. 
, , 
nico Igipfuundikizo 

dushaaka. 

Ib1ceri 'nivyo 

dushaaka. 
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, , , 
Hiinga nje kuz1musab1ra. 

Hi1nga nje kUklmusab1ra. 

Hiinga nje kuklbasabira. 

Hiinga nje kublbasabira. 
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, , , , , , 
bo Iblcerl nlvyo Hl1nga nJe kublbasablra. 

, 
bashaaka. 

, ~ , , , , , , 
amaazi Amaazi niyo bashaaka. Hiinga nJe kuyabasabira. 

, ~ , , , , , , 
jeewe Amaazi niyo nshaaka. Hiinga nje kuyagusabira. 

Exercise 6. The construction of Sentence 17. 

kuneezeerwa 
, 

kwlihuuta 
, 

kwiiruka 

kwilcara 

kuryaama 

kugaruka 

kutavuga (neg. 
of /-vuga/) 

kuvyuuka 

'Whatls the matter that youlre not happy?' 
, , , 

K utaneezerewe n
i 

amaki? 
0 

, , , 
K utllhuuse n. amaki? 

0 1 
, , , 

K utl1rutse n
1 

amakl? 
0 
, , , , 

K utilcaye n
1 

amaki? 
0 
, , , , 

K utaryaamye n. amakl? 
0 1 

, , , 
K utagarutse n

i 
amaki? 

0 
, , , , 

K utavuze n. amaki? 
0 1 

, , 
K utavyuutse kare o 

, , 
n

i 
amakl? 

Exercise 7. /na-/ with various persons and numbers. 

'They helped him.' lAnd they1ll help me too. 
, , , , 

bazoontabaara. jeewe Baaramutabaaye. Naanje 
, , , , 

bazoombona. k1Jbona Baaramuboonye. Naanje 
, 

Baaramuboonye. 
, 

bazookubona. wewe Naawe 
, , , , 

bazoogufasha. gufasha Baaramufashlje. Naawe 
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I 



BASIC COURSE UNIT 26 

, 
we 

, , 
Baaramufashlje. Nawe bazoomufasha. 

kugaya 
, , 

Baaramugaye. 
, 

Nawe bazoomugaya. 

tweebwe 
, , 

Baaramugaye. Naatwe bazootugaya. 

kuramutsa 
, , 

Baaramuramukije. Naatwe bazooturamutsa. 

mweebwe 
, , 

Baaramuramukije. Naamwe bazoobaramutsa. 

kutabaara 
, , 

Baaramutabaaye. Naamwe bazoobatabaara. 

Exercise 8. Random substitution based on Sentence 3. 
, , 

Haapfuuy iki nkagufasha? 
e 

Uk ikl nkagufasha? eneYe 

Ukeney ikl nkamubaza? e 

uraaz
i 
~ aaba nkamwaandikira? 

Ntiwoompa __ i_m_p_a_a_pu_r_o_ nkamwaandikira? 

Mfata __ u_r_u~p_a_a~p_u_r_o nkamwaandikira. 

Mfat urupaapuro nkaandik ikeete. a a--~--~ 
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What has happened ('what 
died') and 1111 help 
you? 

What do you need, and 1111 
help you? 

What do you need, and Illl 
ask him? 

Do you know where he1s 
gOing, [and if not] 1111 
ask him. 

Do you know where he lives, 
and 1111 write him. 

Please give me some paper 
and 1111 write to him. 

1111 take a piece of paper 
and write to him. 

1111 take a piece of paper 
and write a letter. 
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Exercise 9. Use of a /-ka-/ form after a question. 
, 

Ashaak iki? a 
, , 

Ndakimweereka. 

Ashaak ikl nkaklmweereka? 
a 

Turakujaanayo. 

Ugiiyehe tukajaana? 

Yasavy ikl? 
e 

, , 
Ndakimuha. 

Yasavy ikl nkamuha? 
e 

Yaciiyehe? 
, 

Ndamukurikira. 
, , 

Yaciiyehe nkamukurikira? 

, 
Ashaak iki? a 

Ndaklmugurira. 
, , , 

Ashaak iki nkakimugurira? 
a 

Agwaay ikl? e 

Ndamuvuura. 

Agwaay ikl nkamuvuura? 
e 
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What does he want? 

I will show it to him. 

What does he want, and 1111 
show it to him? 

Where are you going? 

We will give you a lift. 

Where are you going, and 
wetll go together. 

What did he ask for? 

I'll give it to him. 

What did he ask for, and 
Illl give it to him? 

Where did he pass by? 

1'11 follow him. 

Where did he pass by, so I 
can follow him? 

What does he want? 

Illl bring it for him. 

What does he want, and 1111 
buy it for him? 

What sickness has he con­
tracted? 

Illl cure him. 

What has he got, and 1111 
cure him? 
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[From this point on, students and instructor should devise their 

own practice conversations, by recombining vocabulary and gramma­

tical structures that are already familiar. It is suggested that 

good first lines for these conversations would be 1, 12, 17, 26, 

or variations on these lines.] 
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UNIT 27 

BASIC SENTENCES 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

intwaaro (9, 10) 

Intwaaro y Uburuundi. 
a 

urnutwe (3, 4) 

-gaba (-gavye) 

urnwaami (1, 2) 

Umutwe w abagab 
a a 

igihugu c Uburuundi 
a 

ni urnwaami. 

-haangaama (-haangaamye) 

Ubu hahaangaamye Mwaambutsa 

wa kane. 

Umwaami akurikirwa na 

baa t ministres 1 • 

-shiinga (-shiinze) 

ubugavyi (14) 

ubutuunzi (14) 

Hari Iministre t wa 

ambere, na abaandi 

baashiinzwe gutegek 
a 

ibikorwa mu gihugu: 
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government 

The government of Burundi. 

head 

to administer 

king 

The head of those who govern 
the country of Burundi is 
the king. 

to ascend the throne 

Now Mwambutsa IV is on the 
throne. 

The king is followed by 
ministers. 

to put a stick in the 
ground, to put in shape 

to make/enforce laws 

government 

economy 

There is the prime minister, 
and others who are put in 
charge of running [various] 
activities in the country: 
the administration of in­
ternal affairs (Iof those who 
live in the countryl), 
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6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

ubugavyi n ubutegetsi a 

bw ababa mu glhugu, 
a 

indero, ubutuunzi, n a 

ibiindi. 

umushlingamateeka 
(1, 2) 

Hari n abashiingamateeka. a 

-iitegereza (-iitegereje) 

Abo reero biitegerez a 

amateek akoreeshwa 
a 

mu Buruundi, bagashiinga 

n amategeko mashaasha. a 

Baa1ministres t batoorwa 

n umwaami. 
a 

Abashiinga~ateeka 

batoorwa n igihugu. 
a 

-gabanya (-gabanije) 

10. Igihugu kigabanijwe mu 

ma1provinces l . 

11. Amatprovinces r ategekwa 

na baa Igouverneurs l • 

12. Amafprovinces l agabanijwe 

muri zaearrondissements l , 
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education, economy, and 
other [things]. 

legislator 

There are also legislators. 

to watch, supervise 

law 

And they supervise/enforce 
the laws which are in force 
in Burundi, and they es­
tablish new laws. 

The ministers are chosen by 
the king. 

The legislators are chosen 
by the populace. 

to divide 

The country is divided into 
provinces. 

The provinces are governed by 
governors. 

The provinces are divided 
into arrondissements, 
which are governed by 
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zltegekwa na 

ba 1admlnlstrateurst. 

13. (Za)tArrondlssements l 

zigabanijwemwo zaa-

r communes I . 

intaahe (9, 10) 

14. rCommunes' zitegekwa na 

baa1bourgmestres l , 

n abashilngantaahe 
a 

baa 1 commune 1 • 

abadasigaana (1, 2) 

umugaambwe (3, 4) 

15. Mu Buruundi hari 

imigaambwe minin. 
l 

ibiri: Abadasigaana 

aribo UPRONA na 

'Front Commun. I 

ubutegetsi (14) 

iminwe (4) 

16. Ubutegetsi buri mu 

minwe ya UPRONA. 
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administrators. 

The arrondissements are 
divided into communes. 

judgment, oath 

The communes are governed 
by mayors and the elders 
of the commune. 

[name of a political 
party] ('those who never 
are in discord l ) 

political parties 

In Burundi there are two 
large parties: the 
Abadasigaana (or UPRONA), 
and the Front Commun. 

power 

hand, hands 

The power is in the hands of 
UPRONA. 
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17. Umwaaml ntashobora kuglr a 

umugaambwe. 

18. Mu mategeko ntashobora 

no kuglr umugaambwe 
a 

yeerekana k akuunze 
o 

kurut uwuundl. a 

Itoora (5, 6) 

-tsl1nda (-tslinze) 

Intebe (9, 10) 

uwutwaara (1, 2) 

19. Mw litoora rlheruuka 

20. 

umugaambwe wiitwa 

UPRONA niwo watsiinze. 

kUbwa 

Kubwi itegeko ryaashilnzwe 
a 

n abashllngamateeka 
a 

iriindi toora rizoohora 

rikorwa nkl imyaak a a 

itaan itaan iheze. u u 
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The king cannot belong to a 
party. 

According to the law, he 
cannot even show preference 
for one party over another. 

election 

to win 

seat 

one who governs 

In the last elections, the 
party called UPRONA was 
the one that won. 

according to 

According to the law passed 
by the legislature, new 
elections will be held 
every five years. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

Intwaaro Y
a 

Uburuundi. 

Umutwe w abagab igihugu c Uburuundi 'n. umwaami. 
a a a l 

, 
Ubu hahaangaamye Mwaambutsa wa kane. 

Umwaami akurikirwa na baa1ministres l . 

Hari Imipistre l wa ambere, n abaandi baashiinzwe gutegek 
a a 

ibikorwa mu gihugu: ubugavyi n ubutegetsi bw ababa 
a a 

mu gihugu, indero, ubutuunzi, n lbilndi. 
a 

Hari n abashljngamateeka. a 

Abo reero biitegerez amateek' akoreeshwa mu Buruundi, 
a a 

bagashiinga n amategeko mashaasha. 
a 

, , 
Baa1ministres l batoorwa n umwaami. 

a 

Abashlingamateeka batoorwa n 19ihugu. 
a 

, 
Igihugu kigabanijwe mu malprovinces. 1 

Ama1provinces' ategekwa nabaalgouverneurs l • 

Ama1provinces l agabanijwe murl za1arrondissements l , zitegekwa 

na baladministrateurs.1 

(Za)'Arrondissements' zigabanijwemwo zaa 1 communes. 1 

" , • Communes I zitegekwa na baa1bourgmestres l , n abashiingantaahe 
a 

baa 1commune l • 

Mu Buruundi hari imigaambwe minlni ibiri: 

arlyo UPRONA na IFront Commun. I 

Ubutegetsi buri mu minwe ya UPRONA. 
, ~ , 

Umwaami ntashobora kugir umugaambwe. 
a 
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, , 
Abadasigaana 
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19. 

20. 
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" " , , Mu mategeko ntashobora no kugir umugaambwe yeerekana k 

akuunze kurut uwuundi. a 

a 0 

Mw iitoora riheruuka umugaambwe wiitwa UPRONA 'niwo watslinze. 
" , ,,')(, I 

Kubw iitegeko ryaashiinzwe n abashiingamateeka irilndi 
a a 

toora rlzoohora rlkorwa nkl imyaak Itaan ftaan iheze. a a u u 

1. Method of pluralizing unassimilated French nouns. 

Compare the singular and plural forms of these nouns, none 

of which has been completely assimilated into the pronunciation 

system of the language. 

urnu1gouverneur l baa tgouverneur I 

umu ladministrateurl ba1administrateur' 

umu1bourgmestre l baa1bourgmestre l 

umu 1mlnistre' baa'ministre f 

In the singular of the above Class 1 nouns, the regular prefix 

/umu-/ is used. The plural /baa-/ has no initial vowel, and the 

vowel that it has is long. 

1 I Commune I 

Ilprovlnce l 

'arrondissement' (9) 
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{ 

zaa I communes I 

ama1corrununes l 

{ 

zaa .provlnces t 

ama1provinces l 

{

za.arrondissements. 

ama 1arrondlssements l 

(10) 

(6) 

(10) 

(6) 

(10) 

(6) 
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These three examples are nouns that do not stand for persons. 

Those which in French begin with a consonant have initial /i-/ and 

are in Class 9. The last example, which begins with a vowel in 

French, has no prefix of any kind in the singular. The plurals 

of all these non-personal nouns are in either of the classes 6 

or 10. 

2. Passive stems. 

Compare these pairs of sentences: 

Baatministres l batoorwa n Umwaami. a 

The ministers are chosen by the king. 

Umwaam. atoora baa1ministres'. 
1. 

The king chooses the ministers. 

Akoreesh ibitabo vyilnshi. 
a 

He uses many books. 
, , , 

Ibitabo bikoreeshwa ni vyiinshi. 

The books that are used are many_ 

In these two pairs of sentences, the difference between 

active and passive verb stems is marked by the presence or absence 

of the extension /-w-/, which is found after the other extensions 

(if any), right before the final vowel. This represents the most 

common way of forming passives, but there are a number of excep­

tions. 
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Active Passive 
, 

-ha Igive' but -haabwa tbe given' 

with perfect stems: 

-haaye -haawe 

, 
-ca Ipass by~ cut etc.' -clibwa 

-cliye -cliwe 

, 
-rya teat' -rlibwa 

-rliye -rliwe 

It will be noted that these monosyllabic verbs conform to 

a little pattern of their own. 

3. The construction levery ____ years l (e. g. Stc. 20). 

Itoora rikorwa haanyuma y lmyaak itaan iltaanu. a a u-----

'Elections are held every five years.' 

Nja kw iisoko mu milsi itat 
--u 

, 
iitatu. 

tI go to the market every three days. I 

The length of an interval is expressed by reduplication of the 

appropriate numeral~ as in the above examples. Note that the 

first vowel of the second half has high tone. Note also that an 

initial vowel is present with both halves of the reduplication~ 
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5. Two alternate ways of using Class 18. 

Compare Sentences 12, 13 of the basic dialogue: 

~ 

Ama1provinces' agabanijwe muri za 1arrondissements. 1 

The provinces are divided into arrondissements. 

Za1arrondissements' zigabanijwemwo zaa1communes'. 

Zatarrondissements' zigabanijwe murl zaa1communes t • 

The arrondissements are divided into communes. 

The interchangeability of /murl/ and /-mwo/ which appears 

in the above pairs of sentences is not permissible in most situa­

tions where /murl/ is used: 

{ 

Afis amafaraanga mur.~ i baankl. 
e 1 

AfiS e amafaraanga mw iibaanki. 

But not. *Afis amafaraangamwo ibaanki. 
e 

~ ~ 

Akora muri baanki. 

, ~ 

Bu t not: * Akoramwo i baanki . 

Exercise 1. Active vs. passive stems. 

Umwaami yatooye baa l ministres l • 

, ,,~ 

Baa1ministres l baatoowe n umwaami. 
a 
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He has money in 
the bank. 

He works in a 
bank. 

The king chose the 
ministers. 

The ministers were 
chosen by the 
king. 
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Antooni yabivy amasak ejo. 
e a 

Amasaka yablbwe na Anto~ni. 

Tuzoogurir ipaamp i Bujuumbura. 
a a 

Ipaampa rizoogurirwahe? 

YOhaani yarlinz ibiro. 
e 

~ / ~ 

Ibiro vyaariinzwe na Yohaani. 

~ ~ / 

Intozi zaandiiy ejo. 
e 

Narlfiwe / / / n iintoz. ejo. 
a l 

Antoine sowed sor­
ghum yesterday. 

The sorghum was sown 
by Antoine. 

We will sell the 
cotton in Buju­
mbura. 

Where will the 
cotton be sold? 

John guarded the 
office. 

The office was 
guarded by John. 

Some ants bit me 
yesterday. 

I was bitten by ants 
yesterday. 

Exercise 2. /na/ used between nouns vs. its use when it does not 
stand between nouns. 

IThere are white ants in the Congo. I. 

IThere are also army ants.' 

'There are white ants and army ants in the Congo. 1 

Harih umuswa i Koongo. o 

Hariho n lintozi. a 
~ / / / 

Hariho umuswa na iintozi i Koongo. 
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, , 
Mu ruuzi harimw ingoona. 

o 
, " Harimwo n imvubu. 

a 

Harimw ingoona n 
o a 

lmvubu. 

UNIT 27 

[Make up similar sets of sentences using: /intare/ and /ingwe/; 

/urunyegeri/ and /umuswa/; /inzuuzi/ and /imisozi/, /imyoonga/.] 

Exercise 3. Regular intervals of time. 
, 

Agaruka mu mayiing abiri. 
a 

Agaruka mu mayling abir. aabiri. 
a l 

, 
Antuma kuu poosita mu masah atat a u 

aatatu. 

He returns every two 
weeks. 

He returns [regularly] 
every two weeks. 

He sends me to the 
post office every 
three hours. 

[The student should construct sentences similar to these, in 

which he tells how often he does certain things, or how often 

certain events take place. 
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Exercise 4. Sentences using /-heruuka/ 

Yar: arwaaye mu mils. iheruuka y 
l l a 

uukweezi gUheze. 

Twaarateembereye mw iyilnga 

riheruuka ry uukweezi gUheze. 
a 

Amafaraang araduherera ku muus. 
a l 

uheruuk ukweezi. 
a 

Duheruuka kUbabona. 

Duheruuka gushika. 

Aheruuka guklra. 

Ejo nzoov i Bujuumbura ubw 
a 0 

iimperuuka. 
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He was ill during the 
last days of last 
month. 

We travelled around 
during the last week 
of last month. 

We ran out of money on 
the last day of the 
month [not necessarily 
last month.] 

We saw them not long 
ago. 

We arrived recently. 

He recovered/She had 
a baby recently. 

Tomorrow I will leave 
Bujumbura for the 
last time. 
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UNIT 28 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

lA 

2A 

3B 

4A 

5B 

6A 

7B 

8A 

-ziinduka 
(-ziindutse) 

Uyu muusi haaziindutse 

naabi. 

Ngira ng imvur iragwa. o a 

-lirirwa (-liriwe) 

urufuuri (11) 

Irashobora kutagwa, 

mugabo hakiirirw a 

urufuuri. 

Ubimeny ute? 
a 

Ndaab ibicu. a 

Noone birya bicu si 

ivy iimvura? 
a 

Eego, mugabo ntibiremye 

caane. 

Noone reero hagwa imvura 

nke kuk ibicu o 

bitaremye. 

umuyaga (3, 4) 
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to go early in the 
morning: to dawn 

The weather was bad at dawn 
this morning. ('Today 
dawned badly. I ) 

I think it1s going to rain. 

to last all day 

bad weather: cloudy 
but not rainy 

It may not rain, but it will 
be cloudy all day. 

How do you know (it)? 

I look at the clouds. 

Aren't those clouds rain­
clouds? 

Yes, but they aren't (very) 
hea vy [enough]. 

So it will rain little (rain) 
since the clouds are not 
heavy. 

wind 
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9B 

lOA 

lIB 

2. 

12C 

13D 

14C 

KIRUNDI 

Oya J ntiwuumv uyu 
a 

muyaga? Niwo 

uvyiirukana ntibiroonk 
e 

umwaanya wo kurema 

ngo bigwemw imvura. 
o 

-bwlira (-bwliye) 

Ico nico kibikubwiira 

gusa? 

agashuuhe (12) 

ikireere (7J 8) 

Oya J ntiwuumva k ataa 
o 

gashuuhe kari mu 

kireere. 

harya 

Harya iki ni iki mu 

Kiruundi? 

ikiraato (7J 8) 

Ivyo s. ibiraato? 
l 

Nsubiriramwo. Sinuu-

mviise. 
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NO J don't you reel this wind? 
It will drive them away so 
that they donlt have time 
to get heavy enough to 
rain (rain). 

to tell 

Is that the only thing that 
tells you that? 

heat characterized by 
humidity 

atmosphere pl. means 
environment (?) 
surroundings 

NO J dontt you notice that 
there isn1t [much] humidity? 

by the way 

SaYJ what is this [called] 
in Kirundi? 

shoe 

It's a pair of shoes J isn't 
it? 

AgainJ please? ~ didn't get 
it. 



3. 

15E 

~6F 

17F 

18E 

19F 

20E 

21F 
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, 
mugeenzi 

Mbega harya mu Kiruundi 

Imugeenzi l b1rataa-

ndukaanye n a 

lumugeenz11? 

Caane nyene. 

-ubaha (-ubashe) 

Mugeenzi n
1 

ukuvuga 

Isir' caanke 'madame' 

ubwiira uwo wuubashe 

caane. 

Ntiwoombarir 1ngene 
a 

mpava mbaz inzira n1 a 

naz1m1ra? 

-raang1ra (-raangiye) 

Uhez ugir ut1: 
e e 

ndaang1r 1nz1ra 1roor a a 

1 Gltega. 

Noone ntaa kuund1 

mub1vuga? 

uburyo (14) 

Har1 uburyo bw1insh1 bwo 

kub1vuga. 
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courteous appellation 

By the way, 1s mugeenz1 
different from umugeenzi 
1n K1rund1? 

Yes indeedl 

to respect 

Mugeenzi means (lis to sayl) 
Isirr or 'ma~aml when you 
are addressing someone whom 
you respect very much. 

Please tell me how I ask 
[my] way in case I get 
lost. 

to show 

Then you say, 'Show me the 
way to K1tega. t 

Isn't there any other way 
that you say 1t? 

way 

There are many ways to say 
it. 



UNIT 28 

4. 

22G 

23H 

24G 

25H 

26G 

27H 

KIRUNDI 

umwaarimu (1, 2) 

Mwiigiishwa n aabaarimu a 

baangaahe? 

Har. abiigiisha bashika 
1. 

miroong itaanu. 
o 

umwilrabure (1, 2) 

umweera (1, 2) 

Ni abiirabure caanke 

n
i 

abeera? 

uruvaange (11, 10) 

Ni uruvaange. 

Abeenshi ni baande? 

ubwilnshi (14) 

Bameze nk abaangana 
a 

mu twiinshi. 

teacher 

How many teachers are on 
your faculty? (IBy how 
many teachers are you 
taught?l) 

There are about fifty 
teachers. 

a black person 

a white person 

Are they black or white? 

mixture 

They1re mixed. 

Which are in the majority? 

amount, quantity 

Theyfre about equal in 
number. 

lA Uyu muusi haaziindutse naabl. 

2A Ngira ng imvur iragwa. o a 

3B 
, , , 

Irashobora kutagwa, mugabo hakiirirw urufuuri. 
a 

4A Ubimenyy ute? a 

5B 

6A 

Ndaab ibicu. 
a 

Noone blrya bicu 'si ivy limvura? 
a 
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7B ~ ; ~ ~ 

Eego, mugabo ntibiremye caane. 

8A Noone reero hagwa 1mvura nke kuk~ 1b1cu b1taremye. 
o 

9B Oya, ~ntiwuumv~ uyu muyaga? ~Niwo vyilrukana 'ntiblroonk 
a e 

" " ~ umwaanya wo kurema ngo bigwemw imvura. 
o 

lOA leo 'nico kibikubwiira gusa? 

lIB Oya, 'ntiwuumva k' ataa gashuuhe karl mu k1reere. 
o 

12C Harya iki 'niikl mu Kiruundi? 

13D Ivyo 's1 ibiraato? 

14c Nsubiriramwo. Sinuumvl1se. 

15E Mbega harya mu Kiruund1 'mugeenzi l blrataandukaanye n 
a 

'Umugeenzi l ? 

16F Caane nyene! 

17F Mugeenzi 'n
i 

ukuvuga 'sir t caanke 'madame' ubwlira uwo 

wuubashe caane. 

18E Ntlwoombarir ingene mpava mbaz inzira 'ni nazimlra? 
a a 

19F 

20E 

2lF 

22G 

23H 

24G 

25H 

26G 

Uhez ugir' utl: ndaanglr inzira iroor' i Gitega. 
e e a a 

Noone 'ntaa kuundi mubivuga? 

Hari uburyo bwilnshi bWo kublvuga. 

Mwiigiishwa n aabaarimu baangaahe? 
a 

Har abilgiisha bashika mi~oong itaanu. 
i 0 

'Ni abilrabure caanke 'n
i 

abeera? 

N. uruvaange. 
l 

Abeenshi 'ni baande? 
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27H " " " Bameze nk abaangana mu bwiinshi. 
a 

1. The use of the concord for Class 17 in Sentence 20. 

Compare: 

Ntaa kuundi mubivuga? 

Ntaa kuundi muvuga? 

Ntaa biindi muvuga? 

Isn't there any other 
way that you say it? 

Isntt there any other 
way that you speak? 

Isn't there anything 
[else] that you say 
[in addition to 
that]? 

In the last of these sentences, it might be possible to 

say that the noun antecedent of /bi-/ in /biindi/ is something 

like '/ibiintu/ understood.' In the first two sentences, no 

such 'understood antecedentl can be found for /-ku-/ (Cl. 17) 
in /kuUndi/. 

Compare also the sentence: 

Ntaa{bU~YO buun~i} mubivuga? 
buundi buryo 

The phrases /buryo buundi/ and /buundi buryo/ are appar­

ently freely interchangeable with /kuundi/. 

Exercise 1. [The student should complete these partially 
organized exercises, and then use them for practice.] 

'Did he say it like this?' 

Abivuze gutya? 
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tHe said it some other way. I 

Abivuz ukuundi. 
e 
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Yabivuze gutya? Yabivuze ukuundi. 

Yablvuze gutya? Yablvuze ukuundi. 

[kubigira, kuvyaandika, kuzlbiba, kuzooza .•• ] 

Exercise 2. 

Niwe yagize gutya? 

Yagiz ukuundi. 
e 

Niwe yagiz~ ukuundi. 
e 

[kuvuga, gusoma, kugeenda, kumesuura, etc.] 
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Exercise 3. 

Ntaa kuundi mubivuga? ~lbivuga gut yo gusa. 

[guteeka, kuvuga, guteembeera, gukina, etc.] 
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2. The use of I-til as in Sentence 19. 

The stem I-til is a verb stem, which takes the usual sub­

ject prefixes, though non-personal subject prefixes with I-til 
are rare. This stem is not inflected in any other way, however. 

Its sole use is to introduce direct quotations: 

Ati 'Ndashoonje. 1 

Azoovuga atl ndashoonje. 

Azoogira atl ndashoonje. 

He sayslsaid, IIlm 
hungry. I 

He will say, 'lim 
hungry. t 

He told me, 'Ilm 
hungry. I 

Exercise 4. The following three sentences illustrate the contrast 
between use of I-til followed by an indicative verb, and Ikol 
followed by a relative verb. The student should assemble a 
number of other sets of three sentences related to one another 
in this way, and then use them for practice. 

Atl: 'Ndashoonje. r 

Avuze ati arashoonje. 

Avuze kO ashoonje. 
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3. Abstract nouns of Cl. 14. 

Many adjectives, and many nouns which are not in Class 14, 

have counterparts in Class 14. The~Class 14 noun is almost 

invariably abstract. 

"'ilnshi much, many 
, ,... 

nini large 

-to young 
, 

umusore bachelor, young 
adult male 

umuuntu person 
, 

umuvyeeyi parent 
, 

umwiiraabure negro 

umuriinzi guard 
, 

umwaami king 
, 

umwaana child 
, 

imfura oldest child 

, 
ubwiinshi 

, 
ubunini 

ubuto 

, 
ubusore 

ubuuntu 
, 

ubuvyeeyi 
, 

ubwiirabure 

uburiinzi 
, 

ubwaami 

ubwaana 
, 

ubufura 
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plural, amount 

bigness 

youth 

bachelorhood, 
young adulthood 
(male) 

kindness 

parenthood 

blackness 

protection 

kingship 

childhood 

kindness 
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daatabuja boss, overseer ubuja slavery 

Exercise 5 • [The student should assemble further pairs of words, 
one member of each pair being an abstract noun of Class 14.] 

Exercise 6. [The student should fill the blanks.] 

.... kuru old (person) , an power, authority 
elder 

umurimyi farmer agriculture 

-menya to know ubumenyi 
, 

.... iza good 

umugabo man adult manhood 

amareengero direction in which west 
someone or some-
thing disappeared 

, 
softness to become easy ubwoorohe 

453 



UNIT 28 KIRUNDI 

4. Negative infinitives. 

Sentence 3 contains: 
, , 

Irashobora kut~gwa. It may not rain. 

Compare also: 
, , 

Arashobora kut~aza. He may not come. 
, 

kudashika Arashobora uyu 
, 

muusi. 
, , 

Arashobora kutavuga. 

Compare also: 
, 

Ntishobora kugwa. It canlt rain. 

What are the rules for predicting the tone of the negative in­

finitive? Verify your statement by testing it with a number of 

other verbs, both high and low. 

What is the rule for predicting whether the infinitive 

prefix will have the form /ku-/ or /gu-/? What is the rule for 

predicting whether the negative prefix will have the form /-ta-/ 

or /-da-/? 

Exercise 7. [The student should assemble a number of additional 
sentences, useful in his own daily life, which contain negative 
infinitives.] 
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5. The hodiernal relative after /'ni/. 

Sentence 18 contains a new use of /'ni/, 

cf. also: 

but nott 

Ntiwoombarira ingene mpava mbaza inzira 'ni nazimlra. 

Please tell me how I ask [my] way in case I get 
lost. 

N(zoo)gira ante 'ni nazimlra? 

What shall I do if I get lost?' [-zoo- if beyond 
today] 

Noogira ante nzlmiye? 

What would r do if I get lost?' [anytime] 

Ngira ante nzlm1ye? 

What do r do when/if rim lost?' 

*Noogira ante 'nl nazimlra? 
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Use o~ the construction with /'ni/ plus a relative verb 

seems to be confined to instances where the action referred to 

is future. Comparable sentences where the action is not future 

have a participial verb (e. g. /nzlmiye/) and do not have /'ni/. 

Exercise 8. [The student should assemble additional sentences of 
this kind, and ascertain for each sentence the appropriate 
form of the second verb.] 
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UNIT 29 

Unit 29 consists of a number of short dialogues on a variety 
of topics. They contain little that is new, either in vocabulary 
or in grammar. 

Tones are not marked at all, and indication of vowel length 
is inconsistent. The English translations are rough, and even 
proofreading is incomplete. It is suggested that the student 
memorize each dialogue so that he can play either role in it 
fluently and without mistakes. After it has been memorized in 
this way, the dialogue may serve as the model for new sentences. 
Finally, one or two lines from each dialogue should be used as 
the starter for a series of free conversations. 

1. 

Bwakeye ga YohaJ 

Bwakeye neza ga Simo(ni). 

Ko wihuta n1amaki? 

/ 

-raaza 

Nihutira akazi narajije. 

Ni vyiza, genda ukore. 

Bimo(ni), turabonana hanyuma. 

Egome ntagasaga. 

2. 

Ubona ar1isaha zingahe? 

Uzibariza iki? 

Good morning John! 

Good morning Simon. 

Why are you in such a hurry? 

to leave unfinished over 
night 

11m hurrying (for) [to finish] 
the work that I didnlt finish 
yesterday. 

Fine, go and work. 

See you later, Simon. 

O.K., good bye. 

What time to you have? 

Why do you ask? 
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Harsumuntu yantumiye. 

Mbona ar1isaha y1icenda. 

N1agasaga ndagiye. 

Egome genda nor amahoro J 

3. 

Mwaramutse. 

Bwakeye. N1amaki? 

Ndondera ibifungurwa. Mu-

teka ibiki n1ibiki? 

Nguhe urupapuro vyanditseko? 

Woba ukoze. 

Nshimye ibi. 

Mpa amazi. 

Nta disera mufise? 

Ziranditse ku rupapuro. 

Hagarara ndarugusubize. 

Urakoze. 

N1agasaga. 
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(There is) someone (who) in­
vited me. 

By my watch it is 3:00. 

Good bye. Illl be going. 
(tllve gone. I) 

O.K., have a nice time. 

Good morning. 

Good morning. How are you? 

lIm looking for something to 
eat. What all do you have 
(lcookl)? 

Shall I give you the menu 
(tthe paper where it is 
written down')? 

That would be kind of you. 

I like these. 

Give me some water. 

Donlt you have any dessert? 

Itls (written) on the menu. 

Wait and Illl bring it back to 
you. 

Thank you. 

Good bye. 
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4. 

Ibitambara vy1amakostime biri 

he? 

Ngibi, tora ico ushaka. Iki 

ni ciza cane. 

Mbarira ingene mugurisha 

iki gitambara. 

Soma, biranditse. 

Ntaburira igikwiye ikostime. 

Urakoze. 

Genda utange amafranga, 

baguhe n1ibifungo. 

Ubwire ntabandi ko ako keza 

wagakuye aha iwacu. 

5. 

Dufise abana batatu. 

Turabakorera ivyo dushobora 

vyose. 

Turabambika tukanabagaburira. 

Umugoroba wose turabuhagira. 
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Where are the fabrics for suits? 

Here they are. Take what [ever] 
you want. This one is very 
nice. 

Tell me how you sell this fabric. 

Read. It is written. 

Cut off enough for a suit. 

Thank you. 

Go and pay and they will give 
you buttons. 

Tell others that you got this 
nice stuff here at our [store]. 

We have three children. 

We do the best (lwhatever l ) we 
can for them. 

We clothe them and (moreover) 
we feed them. 

We give them a bath every evening. 
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Umwe muri bo nfumunyeshuli. 

Umwlg1sha wi we yambariye ko 

yiga neza. 

6. 

Bwakeye. 

Bwakeye neza. 

Nitwa Yozefu, nturuka i Kitega. 

Nanje ndi Hari, nturuka i 

Ngozi. 

I Ngozi havugwa amaki ga? 

Nasize havugwa ameza. 

Woshirna ko ndakwereka aho mba? 

00, woba untabayel 

Ngo tUjane iyi nzira. 

7. 

-rarnukanya (-ramukanije) 

Nagomba ngturamukanye na 

Hari. 
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One of them goes to school. 

His teacher tells me he is 
doing (Istudying!) well. 

Good morning. 

Good morning. 

My name is (tI'lm called t) Jo­
seph, [and] I come from 
Kitega. 

And 11m Henri. I come from 
Ngoz-i. 

What is going on (lbeing said t ) 
in Ngozi? 

When I left everything was fine. 

Would you like me to show you 
where I live? 

Yes, that would be very nice of 
you. 

Come on, let1s go this way 
( together) . 

to greet one another 

ltd like you to meet Henri. 
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Amahoro neza ga Hari weI How are you,Harry? 

Amahoro neza ga Antonia we. How do you do,Antoinette7 

uturutse he ga ntul Where have you come from, sir? 

Niviriye mu kizungu. Itve come from the commercial 

utunyoobwa (13) 

Nkuronderere utunyobwa? 

Urakoze, mbabarira ndihuta. 

8. 

(rEuropean-style r ) [section]. 

a drink 

May I get you something to 
drink? 

Thanks. Excuse me. 11m in a 
hurry. 

Ngomba kuja i Ngozi. I want to go to Ngozi. Could 
you tell me the way to go? 

Ntiwombarira inzira nkurikira? ( ..• the way that I follow?') 

Fata ibarabara rikuru rirora Take the big highway that goes 

i Kigali. 

Niryo rinshikana i Ngozi? 

Oya. Igisagara ugerako 

usohotse Ikibira n'Imisiyoni 

ya Bukeye. 

-sohoka (-sohotse) 

-slgaza (-shlgaje) 

Nzoba nshigaje urugendo ru-

ngana iki? 
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to Kigali. 

Is that the one that takes me 
to Ngozi? 

No. The place that you will 
get to when you have passed 
Ikibira is Bukeye Mission. 

to get out of 

to leave a part of 
something 

How far will I still have to go? 
('How much of a journey will 
I still have left?') 
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-baandaanya (-baandaanije) 

Runini. Ubandanye ugere mu 

Kayanza. Ufate ibarabara 

ry1i buryo lero, rikugeza 

i Ngozi. 

Ibarabara rimeze rite. 

Ricamwo imiduga myinshi, 

kandi ni ryiza. 

9. 

Mu Burundi amabarabara ni 

menshi? 

Ee, none ibisagara vyose na 

zamisiyoni ntibifantanijwe 

ntamabarabara? 

Yose none ameze nk1aya y1i 

Bujumbura? 

kaaburilmbo (9) 

Oya nta kaburimbo, kandi 

amwe amwe ni mato mato 

cane. 
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to go on 

A long way. You go on until 
you get to Kayanza. Then 
you take the road to the 
right, which takes you to 
Ngozi. 

How is the road? 

There1s a lot of traffic, but 
it is good. 

Are roads are numerous in 
Burundi? 

Yes, aren't all the centers of 
populations and the missions 
linked by roads? 

Are all of them like the ones 
(of) at Bujumbura? 

macadam 

No, they1re not macadam, and 
some are quite narrow. 
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10. 

ntabwo 

Ntabwo uturuka muri Amerika? 

Egome cane nd'Umunyamerika. 

Waje ino ryari? 

Naje mu kwezi gushize. 

Mu kuza waje muki? 

Mu kuza, naje muu ndege. 

Uzomara ino igihe kingana 

gute? 

Ntabwo ndabizi .• 

11. 

rnjiraJ 

Ndaguhaye bwakeye. 

Bwakeye neza. 

Noshobora kubonana na 

Direkiteri? 

Hinga ndabe, afise Ivy 1akora 

vyiinshi. 

464 

[a negative word. first 
sentence has verb in 
immediate relative~ 
last has verb in ho­
diernal participial 
form. ] 

Arentt you from America? 

Yes, indeed, rim an American. 

When did you come here? 

r came last month. 

How did you come? (lIn coroming •.. I ) 

r came by plane. 

How long will you stay here? 

r donlt know. 

Come in1 

(r give you) good morning. 

Good morning1 

Could r see the Director? 

Wait and I'll see. He has a 
lot to do. 
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Wamubaza iki? 

-saba (-savye) 

Namusaba tbourse! yo kuja 

kwiga muri Amerika. 

-uzuza (-uzuje) 

Genda urya mukarani aguhe 

" impapuro zo kwuzuza. 

Urakoze, ntagasaga. 

Genda amahoro. 

12. 

Nshaka kwiga Ikirundi. 

Numva ukivuga neza. Wata-

nguye kucigira ino none? 

~ , 
-keeya 

Oya, naje nzi gikeya. 

Urumva iyo abarundi bavuga? 

Imfura yanyu n'umuhungu canke 

n 1umukobwa? 

Nrumwigeme. 

Yavutse ryari? 

Yavutse mu mirongo ine nlindwi. 
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What did you [have to] ask him? 

to ask for, request 

I asked him [for] a scholarship 
to go to study in America. 

to fill out 

Go to that clerk and he will 
give you some forms to fill 
out. 

Thank you. Good bye. 

Good luck. 

I want to learn Kirunai. 

lIve heard that you speak it 
well. Did you begin the 
study of it here? 

few, little 

No, I knew a little when I 
came. 

Do you understand it when the 
Barundi people speak? 

Is your oldest child a boy or 
a girl? 

Shets a girl. 

When was she born? 

She was born in 147. 
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itariki (9, 10) 

Hari kwlitariki zingahe? 

Hari ku wa cumi nticenda 

wtukwezi kwa Mayi. 

Aba hehe? 

Abana n1abavyeyi bacu. 

umurimo (3, 4) 

Arafise umurimo? 

Raba namba. 

None akoI"a iki? 

Araciga amashuli. 

13. 

Yiga hehe? 

Yiga i Bujumbura. 

Yigishwa na bande? 

Yigishwa nlAbabikira bera. 

-taanga (-taanze) 

KIRUNDI 

date (of month) 

What date? 

It1s (on) May 19. 

Where does she live? 

She lives with our parents. 

employment, work, job 

Does she have a job? 

No, she doesntt. 

Then what does she do? 

Shets still (studying) [in] 
school. 

Where does she study? 

She studies in Bujumbura. 

Who teaches her? 

She 1s taught by the White Sisters. 

to pay 

Amafranga ayatangirwa nande? Whots the tuition paid by? 

Abavyeyi barayamutangira. [Our] parents pay it for her. 

Uri ntabavyeyi batunze. You have rich parents. 

Ntibatunze cane. Theytre not so rich. 
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Mbe barafise akazi? 

Barakora. 

Bakora bose uko ari babiri? 

Bose barakora. 

Bakora hehe? 

Bakora mu biro. 

emwe 

Emwe bafata amafaranga menshil 

Arabaye. 

Bafata akwiye. 

None ayo mafaranga yose baya-

koza iki? 

Barayareresha abana babo. 

Barabagurira indya bafungura, 

impuzu bambara, ibitabu 

biga n1ivyo basoma. 

umuryaango (3, 4) 

-teera (-teeye) 

Umuryango wawe urateye imbere 

cane. 

-shlrwa (-shlzwe) 

Ariko ntiturashirwa. 
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Do they have jobs? 

[yes,] they work. 

Do they both work? 

(Yes,) they both work. 

Where do they work. 

They work in an office. 

Say, they get a lot of moneyl 

It's enough. 

They get enough. 

How do they use all that money? 

They use it to rear their chil­
dren. 

They buy them the food they 
eat, the clothes they wear, 
the books they study and 
those they read. 

family, kinship group 

to reach, to throw, 
sow 

Your family is very advanced. 

to be satisfied 

But we are not satisfied. 
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14. 

Mbe uriga? 

Egome, maze imyaka ine muri 

koleji. 

Wiga muri kolejl lyihe? 

Niga muri koleji yIi Bujum-

bura. 

Abanyeshuli mWigana bangana 

iki? 

Turi cumi nlindwi mw1ishuli 

yanje. 

Abo mwigana bava hehe? 

KIRUNDI 

Are you a student? (fDo you 
study? I ) 

Yes, I've had four years of 
secondary school. 

What school do you study at? 

I study in the Bujumbura secon­
dary school. 

How many students in a class? 

There are seventeen of us in 
my class. 

Where do the members of the 
student body come from? 

Baturuka nka hose mu Burundi. They come from just about every­
where in Burundi. 

Mwiga ibiki n'ibiki? 

igiharuro (7, 8) 

Twiga ibiharuro, igifransa 

icongereza, ikidagi 

nlikilatini. 

Turigishwa ntibindi vyigwa. 
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What all do you study? 

a mathematics problem 
or exercise 

We study math, French, English, 
German and Latin. 

We study other courses. 
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15. 

-tegerezwa (-tegerejwe) 

Mw1ishuli mutegerezwa kuvuga 

uruhe rurimi? 

to be required, ob­
liged 

What language are you supposed 
to speak in school? 

Ikifaransa kirategerezwa. French is required. 

Abanyeshuli barakunda igifransa? Do the students like French? 

Abenshi n1abagikunda. Most of them (are ones who) 
like it. 

Mufise amashuli y1Ikirundi How many Kirundi clas3es do 

angahe mu ndwi? 

16. 

igitabu (7, 8) 

Mbe murigurira ibitabu? 

-taanga (-taanze) 

Bimwe tubigurirwa n1abavyeyi 

ibindi bitangwa na Koleji. 

-tooza (-toogeje) 

Uzotoza amashuli ryari? 
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you have a week? 

modern-style book 
[used by some speakers 
in distinction to 
/igitabo/, formerly 
tan al tar r ] 

Do you buy your own books? 
(IDo you buy books for 
yourselves?l) 

to give 

Some of them are bought for us 
by our parents; others are 
given by the school. 

to finish 

When will you finish your school? 
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Nshigaje imyaka ibiri muri 1 still have two years in 

Koleji. 

Utogeje Koleji uzoja he? 

Nzogerageza kugenda muri uni-

versite. 

17. 

Muranywa inzoga ytikizungu? 

Abarundi benshi barayinywa. 

-anka (-anse) 

Mugabo hari abandi baYclnka. 

None wewe ukunda inzoga 

ytlkirundi? 

Jewe nywa inzoga yllkirundi 

nliyllkizungu. 

Mugabo inzoga zlIklzungu 

zirazimba. 

Zitwa ngo iki? 

rPrimus! ni yo nyinshi. 

Ikorerwa hehe iyo tprimus!? 

I Primus I ikorerwa i Bujumbura. 
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secondary school. 

Where will you go when you have 
finished secondary school? 

1111 try to go to a university. 

Do you drink European beer? 

Many Barundi people drink it. 

to dislike 

But there are others who 
donlt like it. 

Do you like Kirundi beer? 

I like Kirundi and [also] 
European beer. 

But European beer is expensive. 

What are they called? 

I Primus 1 is the biggest (Ithe 
abundanti) one. 

Where is IPrimus. made? 

I Primus I is made in Bujumbura 
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, 
icupa (5, 6) bottle 

Icupa rigurwa arnararanga Twenty five or thirty francs. 

mlrongo lblrl ntatanu canke 

mirongo ltatu. 

ibireenga (8) (cf /-reenga/) higher (to go beyond) 

Mu mahoteli lcupa rigurwa 

amafaranga mirongo itatu 

n'atanu n1ibirenga. 

ikiguzi (7, 8) 

Ino ibiguzi ntibingana no 

muri Amerika. 

ukuri (17) 

Uvuze ukuri. 

18. 

Ikirundi ni kimwe mu Burundi 

bwose? 

-gaaniira (-gaaniriiye) 

impaande (9, 10) 

Uriga Iklrundi uzoganira uko 

ushaka mu mpande zose 

zrUburundi. 
471 

In the hotels, a bottle is 
35 francs or more. 

price, cost, charge 

Prices' here are not so high 
as in America. 

the truth 

You are right. 

Is Kirundi the same throughout 
Burundi? 

to converse 

part, section 

Study Kirundi [and] you \I1il1 con­
verse on whatever subject 
you like in all parts of 
Burundi. 
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Mbe Ikirundi kiragoye kwiga? Is K~rundi hard to Jearn? 

-shlruka ubute (-shlrutse ••• ) to be zealous, diligent 

Ntikigoye cane ku wushiruka 

ubute. 

-itako (-ltaayeko) 

Nzogerageza kucitako. 

Ushatse nzokwigisha. 

Urakoze cane! 

Ariko ndi ntumutwe ugumye. 

Nzogerageza kukwumvisha. 

Ndagukengurukiye, mugenzi. 

Uzonkengurukira hanyuma. 

19. 

Aha ni ho ngishika i Bujumbura. 

Ndondera uwomfasha. 

Urondera ugufasha kugira gute? 

Sindamenyera i Bujumbura. 

Ukeneye iki none? 

Nkeneye ibintu vyinshi. 
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It is not hard for one who 
applies himself. 

to do with vigor 

1111 try to work hard on it. 

If you like 1111 teach you. 

Thank you very much. 

But I have a thick skull. 

rrll try to make you understand. 

Thank you, sirl 

Therets time for that later. 

lIve just arrived in Bujumbura. 

rrm looking for someone who 
might help me. 

What kind of help do you want? 
(tyou are looking for someone 
who helps you to do what?l) 

I haven l t gotten acquainted with 
Bujumbura. 

What do you need? 

I need a lot of things. 
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None nogufasha nte? 

Ntabara unyereke inzira ija 

ku mahotell. 

20. 

Ihoteli uyisanga inyuma 

ylibanki. 

Mbe ugomba ihoteli yose ubonyel 

Narondera ihoteli itazimba. 

Mbe igihugu cawe nlikihe? 

Ukeka ko mva hehe? 

-sa [no perfective stem] 

Usa ntUmunyamerika. 

Wa bimenye. 

Ubu ni ho ugishika? 

Nta munsi ndamara ino. 

21. 

Hari amahoteli azimba 

n1ayandi atazimba. 
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How might I help you, then? 

Please show me the way to the 
hotels. 

You'll find the hotel on the 
far side of the bank. 

Do you want whatever hotel 
you see? (i.e. just any hotel) 

rIm looking for an inexpensive 
hotel. 

What is your nationality? 

Where do you think I come 
from? 

to resemble 

You look like an American. 

You guessed it! 

youJre just now arriving? 

I havenlt been here a day yet. 

There are some hotels that are 
expensive, and others that 
are not. 
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Muri hoteli Paguidas batanga 

amafaranga 300 kw 1ijoro. 

Ahandi ho nfangahe? 

Mu yandi mahoteli ararenga. 

Erega n l ino ibintu birazimba. 

Ariko ibintu ntibizimba nko 

muri Amerika. 

ikir~ingO 1 (7 J 8) 

ikiriingo 

Ibiribwa vylikiringo kimwe 

bigurwa angahe? 

Bigurwa 100 canke 150. 

22. 

Mbe urafise umwanya 

wJugutembera? 

Egome J ndawufise. 

Ukunda gutemberera hehe? 

incuti (9 J 10) 

Ku bagenzi no ku ncuti. 

Mbe umenyana na benshi? 

Nfabatari bake. 
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At the Paguidas they pay 300 F 
a day. 

How much is it elsewhere? 

In other hotels it is more. 

Even here things are expensive. 

But things are not so expensive 
as in America. 

time J moment 

How much is a meal? 

It costs 100 F or 150 F. 

Do you have time to go for a 
walk/ride? 

Yes J I have (it). 

Where do you want to go? 

relatives 

To my friends and relatives. 

Do you know many [people]? 

A good many. (IWith those who 
are not few. f) 
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23. 

Abavyeyi bawe baf1se abana 

bangahe? 

Ba~ise abahungu batandatu, 

ntabakobwa babiri. 

Emwe muri benshiJ 

Mu Burundi abana umunani si 

benshi. 

Hariho abavyeyi barenza abana 

cumi. 
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How many children do your 
parents haveZ 

They have six boys and two 
girls. 

Say, there are a lot of you! 

In Burundi, eight children 
isn1t many. 

There are parents who have 
more than ten children. 
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UNIT 30 
Like Unit 29, Unit 30 makes heavy demands on the student. It 

consists of a series of brief paragraphs on historical and political 
matters. Each paragraph appears as a series of numbered sentences. 
The sentences are followed by a series of questions and answers. 

Unit 30 has two purposes. The most obvious is the intro­
duct jon of new vocabulary. The second, and more important, is 
to demonstrate a method by which newapapers and other written 
material can be used in continuing the study of the language 
beyond this brief series of lessons. 

A. Ivya keera vyti Burundi. 

1. TUmenya ivya keera vy 1i Burundi kuva mu mwaaka wa 1850. 

2. Umwaami waa mbere wtUburuundi yari Ntar~. 

3. Bavuga ko yahaangamye ku ngoma imyaaka myiinshi. 

4. Amazina ytAbaami b'i Buruundi n'aayal Ntare, Mutaga f 

Mweezi na Mwaambutsa. 

5. Ntare avyaara Mweezi, Mweezi akavyaara Mutaaga, Mutaga 

nawe akavyaara Mwaambutsa. 

6. Abaruundi barakuunda abaami baabo. 

7. Mu Buruundi barubaha Umwaami rwoose. 

8. Ico avuze boose baragikurikiza. 

Utubazo ku vyaakeera vyti Buruundi. 

1. Mbe turaazi ivyaa keera vyti Buruundi? Egome, ariko 

ivya keera caane ntavyo tuuzi. 

Mbe twaari tuuzi ivyaa keera vyliico gihugu imbere ya 1850? 

Oya, na ababizi babizi nka imigani. 
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Twaataanguye kubimenya ryaari? Haari nko mu mwaaka 

wr1850. 

Wiize ivyaa keera vyligihugu caawe heehe? Navyiize 

mw'ishuri. 

2. Umwaarni waa rnbeere wtUburuundi yari Mwaambutsa? 

Oya ntavyo nz1 neeza. 

Mbe haarabaaye umwaami yiitwa Ntare mu Buruundi? 

Egome ni umwe mu bam1 ba keera. 

Uyo mwaami yamaze imyaaka ingaahe ku ngoma? Yahaangamye 

ku ngoma imyaaka myiinshi. 

3. Naangwa yaI'araamvye ku ngoma? Egome (or) Caane. 

Ntare yamaze imyaaka 60 atwaara Uburuundi? Oya daata. 

Noone wiyumviira ko Ntare yatwaaye akangana iki? 

Kuumbure yatwaaye nk'imyaaka 50. 

Umwaami yamusubiiriye ku ngoma nii nde? NtUmuhuungu 

wiwe mweezi yamusub1iriye. 

4. Uraaz1 ku mutwe amaz1na y'abaam1 bo mu Buruundi? Si 

mensh1 cane. 

Amazina yaabo arareenga ane? Oya nfayo nyene. 

Umwaami waa mbeere yiitwa nde? Umwaami waa mbere 

yi1twa Ntare. 

5. Naangwa Mutaaga yavyaawe na Mweez1? Caane. 
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Mbe uwavyaye Ntare waa mbeere uramuuzi? Oya n'ivyo 

bavuga mu migani ntibisobanutse neza. 

Mweezi weewe avyaarwa naande? Avyarwa na Ntare. 

Mwaambutsa ava kuri nde weewe? Ni mweene Mutaaga. 

6. Woomenya abaruundi bakuunda abaami baabo? Abenshi 

bazi ko atari umwami nta wundi yoshobora gutunganya 

igihugu. 

Abaami baatsiindiye ikindi gihugu atari Uburuundi? 

Oya da. 

Noone abatwaara mu Buruundi ni baande muri iki gihe? 

Umwaami Mwaambutsa IV ni we ari ku ngoma, mugabo 

hatwaara kandi hategeka Leeta ylUburuundi 

B. Abazuungu bashika mu Burundi. 

1. Mu mwaaka w1 i 1881 ni ho abapaatri beera baashika mu 

Rumoonge. 

2. Rumoonge n1igisagara kiri ku nkoombe ytikiyaga ciitwa 

Taanganika. 

3. Abo bapaatri bamaze imiisi mikeeyi mu gihugu cli 

Buruundi. 

4. Abaruundi baciiye babiica. 

5. Mbee baabahooye iki? 

6. Abaruundi ntibaari bwaboone abeera, bagira ngo 

n 1abaansi caanke ngo n 1ibikooko. 
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7. Babiiciye muu nzu baari bagandikiyemwo. 

8. Babiciishije amacumu ntimyaampi. 

UNIT 30 

9. Imbere ytaabo Bapaatri beera abaand1 Bazuungu baari 

baarashitse mu Buruund1. 

10. Mu mwaaka wt1 1859 ni ho R1chard Burton, na John Speke 

baash1ka kuri Tangaan1ka. 

11. Bahamaaze amay1inga makeey1 gusa. 

12. Bavuuy~ mu Buruundi bac11ye bageenda mu b11ndi 

bihugu vyo muri Afr1ka. 

13. Haheze imyaaka cum1 ntiitatu ni ho Livingston na 

Stanley batuura mu Buruundi. 

1. Mbee turaaz1 aho abapaatri beera baashika mu Rumoonge? 

Egome. 

Abapaatr1 baashitse mu Burund1 ryaar1? 

Baash1tse mu Buruund1 (bash1k1ye mu Rumoonge) muri 

1881. 

2. Ig1sagara ca Rumoonge uraazi aho g1here reye? 

Caane. 

Noone woombw1ira aho ico gisagara kiri? 

Rumoonge k1ri kuu nkoombe ylikiyaga ci1twa Taangan1ka. 
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3. Mbeeye abapaatri baashitse mu Buruundi muri 1881 baara­

raambiyeho? Oyaa ntibahamaze igihe kinini. 

Bahaabaaye imiinsi ingaahe noone? 

Baahaamaze imiinsi mikeeyi caane. 

4. Noone baciiye basubira inyuma iwaabo ga? 

Oya ntibasubiye inyuma, kandi nta ntahandi baroye. 

Noone baaroye heehe? 

Abaruundi baarabiishe. 

5. Woomenya baabiciiye ububi? 

Ekaa umengo nta kibi bariko. 

Baa bahooye iki noone? 

Abaruundi baagira ngo abo bapaatri n'aabaansi 

bfigihugu. 

6. Noone ntivyavuuye kuko mu Buruundi bataari bwaboone 

abeera? Bamwe bamwe ni ko babivuga, ariko simbizi 

neza. 

Mbeeye baabiita abaantu none? 

Abaruundi bamwe baagira ngo abo bazuungu ntibikooko, 

abaandi baabiita abaansi. 

7. Baabiiciye heehe? 

Baabatsiinze mu rusaago rwaabo. 

Mbeeye baari bagandikiye kure yfikiyaga Tanganika? 

Oyaa hari ku nkombe yaco. 
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8. Noone baabiiciishije inkooho? 

Oya ntazo bar1 baf1se. 

Noone baabi1she bate? 

Baabaateeye amacumu babarasa n'imyaampi. 

9. Ubwo imbere ytaabo Bapaatr1 nt 1abaand1 beera baari bwa­

tuure mu Buruund1? Aboongeleza bab1ri bari baarashitseho. 

Uraazi amazina yaabo noone? 

Nkeka ko ari R. Burton na J. Speke. 

10. Aboonge1eza Richard Burton na John Speke baashitse 

muri Afrika ryaari? Baashitse muri Afrika mu mwaaka 

w11859. 

Abo Boongeleza baarashitse mu Buruundi? 

Egome, barageze ku kiyaga Tanganika. 

11. Baarahatevye caane noone? 

Oyaaye ngirango si cane. 

Baahrunaze igihe kingana iki? 

Baahamaze nk'amayiinga maakeeyi gusa. 

12. Aho baviiriye mu Buruundi baaciiye basubira mu 

Bwoonge1eza noone? Oyaaye. 

Baarahejeje bageenda heehe? 

Baagiiye kugeenduura ibiindi bihugu vytAfrika. 

13. Hariho uwuundi muzuungu w1umwoongeleza yooba yarabakurikiye 

muri Afrika? Egome. 

481 



UNIT 30 KIRUNDI 

Uyo muzuungu yaari nde? 

Yiitwa Livingston yaari kumwe n1uwuundi mwoongeleza 

Stanley. 

c. Abadaagi mu Buruundi. 

1. Mu mpera ztikinjana clicumi nficeenda ni ho Abadaagi 

bashika mu Buruundi no mu Rwaanda. 

2. Aho abaruundi baboneye abo banyamahaanga bacilye 

batangura kubarwaanya. 

3. Muri ico glhe Mweezi Gisaabo ni we yari ku ngoma. 

4. Abaruundi nfAbadaagi bamaze imyaaka barwaana, 

barahava barumviikana. 

5. Umwaami n1abaganwa n1abagabo baremera kubana n 1abo 

banyamahaanga. 

6. Bamaze kwumvlkana nlAbaruundi, Abadaagl baciye bagereera 

i Bujumbura. 

7. Mu mwanka wli 1899 Abadaagi bashiinze ikibaanza 

clAbas~rikari i Bujumbura. 

8. Bujumbura ni co gisagara gikuru clUburuundi. 

9. Abadaagi ntibatevye mu Buruundi. 

10. Baahamaze nklimyaaka miroongo ibiri gusa. 

11. Batwaye ico gihugu gushika indwaano iteere. 

12. Intwaro basaanzeho ni yo bagumijeho. 

13. Baretse guhindura intwaro ntimigenzo ylAbaruundi kuko 

basaanze ari vyiiza bitakwilye guhindurwa. 
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14. Indwaano aho itereye mu bihugu vyose hari 1914. 

15. Abadaagi aho batsindiwe baciiye bava mu Buruundi. 

16. Aho Abadaagi baari mu Buruundi no mu Rwaanda ni ho 

Abaruundi n1Abanyarwaanda bamenyeerana nlAbazuungu. 

17. Ariko 1ero Abazuungu ntibari benshi muri ivyo bihugu. 

18. Abaantu batari bake bo muri ivyo bihugu baraaba 

Abazuungu nklibikooko. 

19. Murl ico glhe Uburuundl nlUrwaanda vyaari bifise klmwe 

umwaami waaco ikindl umwaami waaco. 

Abadaagi mu Buruundi. 

1. Abadaagi aho baashika mu Buruundi no mu Rwaanda 

urahaazl? 

Ego caane. 

Abo Bazuungu baaturuuye mu Buruundi ryaarl? 

Baahaashltse mu mpera z 11klinjana ca cumi n l 1cenda. 

2. Aho abadaagi bashikiye abaruundl baarabakuunze? 

Oya, harl uwukunda uw l atazl lklmuzanye. 

Noone baageendewe bate mu mlbaano yaabo? 

Abaruundl baabaanje kurwaanya abo banyamahaanga. 

3. Muri ico gihe Umwaaml yaarl kuu ngoma yaari inde? 

Mweezl Glsabo ni we yarl kuu ngoma. 
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Mbeeye uyo Mweezl Glsabo yaararaamblye ku ngoma? 

Rwoose. 

4. Noone Abaruundi ntAbadaagi baarahavuye baruumvikana 

barareka kurwaana: 

~go, ariko babanje kugera mu mitwe. 

Baarwaanye imyaaka myiinshi caane? 

Oya, nta ntwaro bari bafise zo kubandanya indwano. 

5. Abeemeye kubaana nfabo banyamahaanga ni baande? 

Umwaami, abaganwa nfabagabo ni bo bahaavuuye 

bakeemera kubaana n1abo banyamahaanga. 

Abo badaagi baashitse ubwambeere mu Buruundi baari 

beenshi caane? 

Oyaa, baje nktlnzeduka. 

6. Aho buumvikaaniye ntabaruundi abadaagi baciiye bagereera 

heehe? 

Barahejeje bagereera i Bujumbura. 

Mbeeye Bujumbura ni co gisagara gikuru ctUburuundi? 

Egome, ni ho n1abakuru ba leta bari. 

7. Aha abadaagi baashiinga ikibaanza c1abasirikaare i 

Bujumbura haari ryaari? 

Ikibaanza ctAbasirikaare caagereerewe mu mwaaka wa 

1899. 
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Muri ico gihe haari abasirikaari beenshi b1abaruundi 

noone? 

Oyaa nta ntabari bariho. 

8. Igisagara gikuru clUburuundi ni 1k11he? 

Ig1sagara g1kuru c i Uburuund1 n1 (Usumbura) Bujumbura. 

Mbeeye 1 Bujumbura n1 ku kiyaga Taanganika? 

N1 ku nkombe yaco. 

9. Noonega Abadaag1 baaratevye mu Buruundi? 

Oyaa. 

10. Baahaamaze nk1imyaaka ingaahe? 

Ar1 myiinshi ni m1roongo ibiri gusa. 

11. Aho 1ndwaano ya mbere yllsl yoose yateera Abanyamahaanga 

baatwaara Uburuund1 baari baande? 

Baarl abadaagl kuko ar1bo baatwaaye Uburuund1 

gushika ku ndwaano ya mbeere y t1s1 yoose. 

Ntukuvuga ko baavuuye mu Buruund1 aho baatsilnd1we 

1 eero? 

Ntuko. 

12. Mbeeye baarilgeze bah1ndura Intwaaro basaanzeho? 

Oya. 

Noone baagenjeje gute? 

Baakurlklje 1ntwaaro yaarl lsanzwe mu Buruundl 

turetse tumwe tumwe baahiinduye. 
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13. Ni kuki bataahiinduye imigeenzo ntiintwaro muri ico 

gihugu? 

Baaretse kubihiindura kuko baasaanze bimeze neeza. 

Nta ntumwanya ukwiye bahamaze. 

Noone baarahejeje barashiima rwose imigeenzo y'Abaruundi? 

Ego caane. 

14. Indwaano yo kw~isi yoose yateeye mu mwaaka uwuuhe? 

Indwaano yateeye mu bihugu vyoose muri 1914 gushika 

muri 1918. 

Noone mu Buruundi no fiU Rwaanda naho indwaano yarahash1tse? 

OyaaJ 

15. Abaruundi n'abanyarwaanda. 

16. Noone abazuungu baari beenshi muri ivyo bihugu? 

Oyaa bar1 ku rushi. 

Abazuungu baariho baashika baangaahe? 

Baari bakeeyi baashika ku gitigiri gitooyi. 

17. Muri ivyo bihugu abaantu baaraba abazuungu bate? 

Abaantu bo mu Buruundi no mu Rwaanda baaraaba abo 

Bazuungu nktibikooko. 

Noone Abaruundi nlAbanyarwaanda baaraaba baagira ngo 

Abazuungu ntabaantu? 

Oya namba. 
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18. Mbeeye muri ico gihe Uburuundi nfUrwaanda vyaari bifise 

kimwe umwaami waaco ikiindi umwaami waaco? 

Ego. 

Noone ivyo bihugu uko ari bibiri vyaariigeze bigira 

umwaami umwe abigaba vyoose? 

Abaami baamye ari babiri umwe mu Buruundi uwuundi 

mu Rwaanda. 

D. Ababiligi mu Buruundi no muu Rwaanda. 

1. Mu mwaaka wt1gihuumbi amajana iceenda na cumi na 

gataandatu (1916) niho Abadaagi baava mu Buruundi. 

2. lnaama ya Versailles yagizwe muri 1919. 

3. lyo Naama ni yo yagabaanganije ibihugu bitaari 

bwaaronke intaahe ytukwikuukiira. 

4. lbihugu vyti Bulaya vyaatsiinze iyo Ndwaano yo muri 

1914-18 vyaaciiye bigaabaangana ibihugu vyo muri Afrika. 

5. Uburuundi leero ntUrwaanda vyaaciiye bitwaarwa ntUbubiligi. 

6. Ububiligi muri ieo gihe ni bWo bwaatwaara Koongo. 

7. Noone leero Ababiligi baatwaaye Uburuundi ntUrwaanda 

kuva 1919. 

8. Duharuye imyaaka baategetse ivyo bihugu dusaanga 

itareenga miroongo ino n1umwe. 

9. Koongo n1igihugu kibaangikanye nlUburuundi ntUrwaanda. 
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10. Na co nyene caatwaarwa ntUbubiligi. 

11. Abaruundi nlAbazuungu baataanguye kumenyeerana aho 

Abeera babeereye beenshi muri Africa yo hagati. 

12. Abirabure baaciiye bareka kwiita abazuungu ibikooko. 

D. Ababiligi mu Buruundi no mu Rwaanda. 

1. Abadaagi baavuuye mu Buruundi ryari? 

Baavuuyeho mu mwaaka igihuumbi amajana iceenda 

na cumi na gataandatu. 

Baabirukanye indwaano imaze guhera noone? 

Oyaaye, indwano ntiyarangiye muri 1918. 

2. Mbeeye ni inde azi umwaaka Inaama ya Versailles 

yagiriwemwo? 

lyo Naama yagizwe muri 1919. 

Mbeeye Inaama ya Versailles ntiyagizwe indwaano· 

y'ibihugu vyoose yaaheze? 

Egome. 

3. Mbeeye iyo Naama haari ico yakoze kiraaba Uburuundi 

n1ibiindi bihugu? 

Caane. 
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lyo Naama yagize iki noone? 

lnaama ya Versailles yagabaanganije ibihugu bitaari 

bwaaroonke intaahe y 1ukwikuukiira. 

4. Noone ibihugu vyaagabaanganije ibihugu ntwaarwa urabizi? 

Egome. 

Ibihugu vyaatsiindiye indwaano ya 1914-18 vyaagize 

bite i Versailles? 

Vyagabaanganye ibiindi bihugu vyaari bigitwaarwa 

n1abanyamahaanga muri ico gihe. 

5. Uburuundi nlUrwaanda na vyo baarabigabaanganye noone? 

Egome. 

Vyaaciiye bitwaarwa ntikiihe gihugu noone? 

Ububiligi ni bwo bwaashikirijwe Uburuundi bugerekako 

Urwaanda. 

6. Mbeeye ababiligi hari ikiindi gihugu baatwaara muri 

Afrika muri ico gihe? 

Ime. 

Ikiindi gihugu baagaba caari ikihe noone? 

Muri ico gihe ababiligi ni bo baagaba Kongo Mbiligi. 

7. Hariho uuzi aho Ububiligi bwataanguriye gutwaara ivyo 

bihugu vyaahora bigabwa ntAbadaagi? 

Egome. 
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Baabitwwye kuva ryaari noone? 

Baabitwaaye kuva mu mwaaka w11919. 

8. Womenya imyaaka baategetse ivyo bihugu uko ingana? 

Duharuuye imyaaka dusaanga ari nka miroongo ine 

ntiine gusa ntukuvuga kuva mu mpera ytindwaano 

nkuru muri 1918 gushika muri 1962 aho nya bihugu 

vyikuukiira. 

Noone iyo myaaka baahamaze ni mike? 

Oyaa. 

9. Mbeeye igihugu ca Kongo giherereye heehe? 

Kiri mu bureengero bw'Uburuundi nl urwaanda 

hakurya ytikiyaga ciitwa Tanganika. 

Ababiligi baaratevye muri Kongo mbee? 

Rwoose. 

10. Kongo caatwaarwa n l Ababi1igi? 

Egome. 

Noone Ububiligi bwaashikirijwe Kongo mu gihe kiimwe 

ntUburuundi? 

Oyaa, aho ababiligi baashikiira Uburuundi baari 

bamaze imyaaka myiinshi baatwaara Kongo mbiligi. 

11. Abaruundi ntAbazuungu baataanguye kumenyeerana ryaari? 

Baataanguye kumenyeerana aho abazuungu babeereye 

beenshi muri Afrika yo hagati. 

490 



BASIC COURSE UNIT 30 

Noone baari baaratevye kumenyeerana nrabo banyamghaanga? 

Rwoose caane. 

12. Abirabure baaretse kwiita abazuungu ibikooko ryaarl? 

Aho abirabure bamaariye kumenyeerana nlAbazuungu 

baarahavuuye baarabona ko ari abaantu. 

Mbeeye baarabaaye baklbiita lblkooko? 

Oyaa. 

E. Intwaaro mu Buruundi ku ngoma ylAbabillgl. 

1. Mu biraaba lntwaaro Ababl1igl baakurlklje lmigeenzo 

y 1lkiruundl baahaasaanze. 

2. Twiihweeje iyo migeenzo yrikiruundi tubona ko umukuru 

mu ntwaaro y'igihugu yari umwaami. 

3. Muunsi y 1umwaaml haari abaganwa. 

4. Abaganwa nabo baakwirlklrwa n1abatwaare. 

5. Abatwaare 1eero baafashwa n f aba1ongoozi aribo biita 

abahamagazl. 

6. Uko ni ko intwaaro yarl imeze mu Buruundi no mu Rwaanda. 

7. Haheze imyaaka lbirl caanke itatu intwaaro yrAbaganwa 

nlAbatware iciiwe i Buruundi nli Rwaanda. 

8. Nta baganwa, nta batwaare ntlbaasohowe, baararuhuukijwe 

gusa. 
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9. Abaganwa batwaara mu Buruundi baari miroongo itatu na 

bataandatu. 

10. Abatwaare biitwa ivyeegeera vy'abaganwa. Baaraashika ku 

majana. 

11. Abaganwa bakuukira amateritwaari. 

12. Amateritwaari yoose mu Buruundi yashika iceenda gusa: 

Bururi, Bubaanza, Bujumbura, Gitega, MUhiinga, 

Muramvya, Ngoozi, Rutana, Ruyigi. 

13. Umukuru wa teritwaari yari Musitanteeri yeera. 

14. Musitanteeri ni we yagaba abaganwa boose bakukira 

iteritwaari atwaara. 

15. Musitanteeri yaba muri Teritwaari. 

16. Abaganwa nabo baaba mu matoongo yabo. 

17. Zina muganwa weese yategeka abatwaare baatwaara mu 

gihugu ciiwe. 

18. Amategeko yashiingwa nlUmwaami na Leeta yaraanguuzwa 

ntabaganwa ntabatwaare babo. 

19. Leeta ntumwaami baashiinga amategeko ytigihugu, 

19lhugu klkayashlklrizwa n1abakuru baandi. 

20. Abatwaare batwaara lblce blto bito vytlgihugu. 

21. Akazi kabo kaarl ak t ugushlkirlza abantu amajaambo 

yavuzwe na Leeta n1ugukoresha lml11mo Leeta 

yategetse. 
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22. Mu bikarwa vyinshi abaroongoozi ni bo bashikiriza 

abaantu ivyatagetswe. 

23. Uburuund1 bug1zwe nt1b1hiimba b1kuru bikuru iceenda: 

Bulagane, Bututs1, Buyogoma, Buyenz1, Bweeru, 

Imbo, Mugaamba, Ki11miro. 

Intwaaro mu Buruundi ku ngoma y'Ababiligi. 

1. Mbeeye Ababiligi baarahinduye imigeenzo basaanze mu 

Buruundi mu vytintwaaro? 

Oya. 

Noone baageenjeje bate mu gutegeka icc gihugu? 

Baakurikije imigeenzo baahasaanze. 

2. Mbeeye umukuru mu ntwaaro yari inde muri ico gihe? 

Umwaami ni we yari mukuru mu biraaba intwaaro y l ico 

gihe. 

Mbeeye noone yari afise abamufasha gutwaara ntugutegeka 

igihugu? 

Rwoose. 

3. Mbeeye abaakurlkira mu bukuru mu ntaara baari baande? 

Abaganwa ni bo baakurikira mu bukuru. 

N1ukuvuga ko baari ivyegeera vylUmwaami leero? 

Ee. 

4. Mbee haarigeze haba abatwaare mu Buruundi? 

Egome. 
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Abatwaare baakora iki? 

Abatwaare baari ivyegera vy'abaganwa. 

5. Abalongoozi baakora iki boobo? 

Abalongoozi aribo bahamagazi baategeka mu kibaanza 

clAbatwaare. 

Noone leero baari intumwa ztabatwaare? 

Egome. 

6. Intwaaro yo mu Rwaanda nayo yari ifise abatwaare 

n1abaganwa noone? 

Ime. 

Ivyo bihugu leero vyaari bifise intwaaro zimwe? 

Mu biraaba abaami, abaganwa n1abatwaare imigeenzo 

ylivyo bihugu yarasa. 

7. Noone ubu intwaaro yrabaganwa ntabatwaare iracaariho 

muri ivyo bihugu? 

Oya da. 

Iyo ntwaaro yaciiwe ryari noone? 

Haheze imyaaka nk1itatu iyo ntwaaro iciiwe mu 

Buruundi no mu Rwaanda. 

8. Noone ga abaganwa n1abatwaare baarasohowe? 

Oyaye. 

Noone baabakojeje iki ko bataasohowe? 

Nttabaganwa, nt1abatwaare ntibaasohowe, baariicaritswe 

gusa. 
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9. Uraazi igitigirl c1abaganwa baatwaara mu Buruundi? 

Egorne. 

Baari baangaahe noone? 

Abaganwa baarl rniroongo Itatu na bataandatu. 

10. Abatwaare baarl beenshi boobo noone? 

Egome. 

Baari nka bangaahe? 

Baaraashika ku majana. 

11. Mbeeye abaganwa bakuukira Amateritwaari noone? 

Egome. 

Amaterltwaari yagabwa n1abaganwa bangaahe? 

Iteritwaari Imwe yagabwa n1abaganwa batatu gushika 

kuri bataandatu. 

12. Amateritwaarl mu Buruundl yarl angaahe? 

Yoose hamwe yaarashika iceenda. 

Uraazl amazina y1ayo rnaterltwaari? 

Egome. 

13. Umukuru wa terltwaarl yari musitanteerl noone? 

Egome. 

Musitanteerl yarl Umubl1igl caanke Umuruundl? 

Musltanteerl yari Umuzuungu. 
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14. Ni inde yagaba abaganwa boose baakuukiira iteritwaari? 

Musitanteeri ni we yagaba abaganwa boose baakuukiira 

iteritwaari yiwe. 

Baari ivyegeera vyiwe leero? 

Egome. 

15. Mbeeye hariho uzi aho Musitanteeri yaba? 

Ime. 

Yaba heehe noone? 

Musitanteeri yaba muri teritwaari. 

16. Abaganwa boobo baba heehe? 

Abaganwa baaba mu matoongo yaabo. 

Amatoongo yaabo yari mu sheferi yaabo nyene? 

Egome. 

17. Umuganwa yategeka abatwaare abaahe? 

Umuganwa weese yategeka abatwaare bo mu ntaara 

yi1we gusa. 

Har1 umuganwa yaraafise ubukuru ku batwaare btuwuundi 

muganwa? 

Oyaa. 

18. Amategeko ytumwaami na Leeta yaranguuzwa na baande? 

Yaraanguuzwa nlabaganwa ntabatwaare. 

Leeta ni yo yitegekera noone? 

Ekaaye. 



BASIC COURSE 

19. Ni baande baashiinga amategeko? 

Umwaami na Leeta ni bo baashiinga amategeko 

y1ikihugu. 

UNIT 30 

Noone s1 abaganwa ntabatwaare baayaash1k1riza abaantu? 

Caane. 

20. Abatwaare baategeka 1b1ce bingaana iki? 

Baategeka ibice b1to bito vytigihugu. 

Baanganya n1abaganwa noone? 

Namba. 

21. Akazi ktabatwaare kaari akaahe? 

Baashikiriza igihugu amajaambo ya Leeta. 

Mbeeye ni bo baakoreesha imi1imo Leeta yataanze? 

Egome. 

22. Aba1ongoozi boobo baakora iki? 

Nabo nyene baashikiriza abaantu ivyaavuzwe 

ntabakuru ba Leeta. 

Abalongoozl leero baavugira abatwaare? 

Caane. 

23. Uburuundi bugizwe n 1ibihiimba bikuru bikuru bingaahe? 

Bugizwe ntibihiimba iceenda. 

Urabiizi noone? 

Egome caane - Bulagane, Bututsi, Buyogoma, 

Buyenzi, Bweeru, Imbo, Kilimiro, Mugaamba, Bugesera. 
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GLOSSARY 

[Words are alphabetized by the first letter of the root, 

regardless of presence or absence of prefixes. In order to make 

the listing easier to follow, the words have been spaced so that 

the first letters of the roots form a straight vertical column 

on the page.] 

-A-

-aabo 3D 

iw-aacu 6D 

umu-nya-afirika (1,2) 

umw-aaka (3,4) 6D 

-akiira (-akiiriye) 26D 

-aambara (-aambaye) 15D 

ic-aambarwa (7,8) lSV 

umu-nya-ameerika (1,2) ID 

umw-aami (1,2) 27D 

umw-aampi (3,4) 30 

ic-aamwa (7,8) 14sv 

-aandika (-aanditse) 2D 

-aandikiisha 
(-aandikiishije) 2D 

-aandura (-aanduye) 18D 

--aanje ID 
, 

(-aanse) 26D -aanka 
, 

(1,2) 30 umw-aansi 
, 

(3,4) 13D umw-aanya 
, , 

(1,2) ISV umw-aarabu 
, 

ariko 5D 
, , 

(1,2) 28D umw-aarimu 

atari 23D 
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their 

at [my] home (Iat oursl) 

African (person) 

year 

to take from someone 

to wear 

clothing 

American (person) 

king 

arrow 

piece of fruit 

to write 

to cause, to write 

to contract (a disease) 

my 

to refuse, dislike 

enemy 

period of time 

Arab 

but 

teacher 

except 
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-aambika (-aambitse) 29 

ivy-aatsi (8) 21D 

-aawe 3D 

-B-

ba 19D 

-ba (-baaye) 7BD 

haba (cf./-ba/lbe l ) 22D 

-babarlra (-babariye) 4D 

umu-baaji (1,2) 7BD 
~ 

i bu-baamfu 12D 

-baana (-baanye) 7ED 

-baandaanya 
(-baandaanije) 29 

uru-b~angaangwe (11, 10) lSV 

-baanglkana 
(-baangikanye) 30 

i-baanki (9,6 or 10) ID 

umu-baano (3) 30 
iki-baanza (7,8) 30 

-barira (-bariye) 14D 

-bariza (-barije) 29 

aka-baati (12,14) 25D 

-baaza (-baaje) 3D 

ubu-bi (14) 30 
-blba (-blvye) 23D 

-bira (-bize) 18D 

iki-bira (7,8) 24D 
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to clothe 

grass 

your (sg.) 

(an emphatic particle) 

to be, to reside 

there is 

to forgive 

carpenter 

to the left 

to live together, 
live with or near 

to go on, continue 

bicycle 

to be parallel, 
neighboring to 

bank 

living together 

place, square 

to tell 

to ask 

closet, cupboard 

to work wood, to carve 

ugliness, evil 

to plant [small seeds] 

to boil 

dense forest 
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-biri 7ED 

uwa-ka-biri 2SV 

umu-birigi (1,2) lSV 

i-biro (8,8) lSV 

-b1si 14SV 

bo 

umu-Bo (1,2) lSV 

boobo 

im-boga (9,10) l4D 

-bona (-boonye) ID 

-bonana (-bonanye) 16D 

-boneka (-bonetse) 17D 

-bora (-boze) l4SV 

umu-booyi (1,2) 2SV 

u-bu 2D 

i bU-baamfu l2D 

bukeeye 14SV 

-bura (-buze) 24D 

i bu-ryo or: iburyo l2D 

im-buto (9,10) 23D 

i-buye (5,6) 24D 

-buza (-bujije) 17D 

bwaakeeye lD 

-bw1ira (-bw1iye) 28D 

u-bwo 22D 

nta-bwo 29 

-ca (-ciiye) l2D 

-c-
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two 

Tuesday 

Belgian (person) 

office 

unripe, green, raw 

they 

someone from a particular 
part of Burundi 

they 

vegetables 

to see, get 

to see one another 

to be visible 

to rot 

houseboy 

now 

to the left 

the following day 

to lack, fail to find 

to the right 

plant, seed, fruit 

stone 

to forbid 

(a morning greeting) 

to tell 

perhaps; a question word 
used in asking for 
verification 

(a negative word) 

to turn, out 
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-ca plus participial 
verb 26D 

caane 5D 

"caanke 9D 

-ii-cara (-iicaye) 21D 

i-caasha l5SV 

i-ceenda 8sv 

igi-ceri (7,8) 15SV 
, 

i-ci 22D 

aga-cu (12,13) 22D 

igi-cu (7,8) 22D 
, 

i-cumi 8sv 

i-cUmu (5,6) 30 

umu-cuungwa (3,4) l4Sv , 
or: umucuungwa 

i-cupa (5,6) 29 

-cura (-cuze) 3D 
, 

in-cuti (,10) 29 

da 17D 

-D-

in-dagara (9,10) l4sv 

iki-daagi (7) 29 

umu-daandaza (1,2) 7SV 

daata (1) 7SV 

daatabuja (1) l5SV 
pl. baadaatabuja (2) 

n-de 5D 

in-deege (9,10) 

in-dero (9,10) 

in-dlmu (9,10) 

l3D 

25D 

l4SV 
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to do right away 

very, much 

or 

to be seated 

5 franc piece 

nine 

coin 

dry season 

small cloud 

cloud 

ten 

spear 

orange 

bottle 

to work metal 

relative 

(emphatic particle) 

(small) fish 

German (language) 

merchant 

my father 

overseer 

who? 

airplane 

education 

lemon 
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i-dirlsha (5,6) 25SV 

umu-duga (3,4) 2SV 

-duuga (-duuze) 4D 

in-dwaano (9,10) 30 
, 

in-dwaara or: , 
in-gwaara l8D 
, 

(9,10) l8D in-dya 

ic-eegeera (7,8) 30 
, 

lD eego 
, 

ejo ejo or: 2D 

eka 22D 

umw-eembe (3,4) l4sv 
or: umweembe 

, 
eemwe 29 

-E-

mw-eene(waacu) (1,2) 7BD 
, 

(-eeze) 23D -eera 
, 

(1,2) umw-eera 

erega 26D 

-ereka (-eretse) l2D 

ak-eeza (12) 24D 
(cf. niiza) 

ukw-eezi (15,6) 6D 

i-faraanga l3D 

-F-

or: ifaraanga (5,6) 

igi-faraansa (7) 6D 

-fasha (-fashije) 5D 

-fata (-fashe) l2D 

-fatanya 29 
(-fatanije) 
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window 

automobile 

to climb, go up 

fight, battle 

sickness 

food 

lieutenant, understudy 

yes 

yesterday, tomorrow 

noJ 

mango 

(expression of astonishment) 

my sibling of the same sex 

to ripen 

a white person 

also; an expression of 
surprise 

to show 

beauty, a pretty thing 

moon, month 

money, francs 

French (language) 

to help 

to take, get 

to connect with one 
another 
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i-fl (9,10) 14SV 

-fita (-fise) 5D 
, 

urnu-f'reere 25D 

igi-fuungo (7,8) 29 

-fuungura (-fuunguye) 15SV 

umu-funiko (3,4) 19D 

im-fura (9,10) 9D 
uru-fuuri (11) 28D 

im-fylsi (9,10) 24sv 

-G-

-gaba (-gavye) 27D 

-gabaanganya 
(-gabaanganije) 30 

-gabanya 27D 
(-gabanije) 

-gabira (-gabiye) 14D 

umu-gabo (1,2) 7SV 

-gaburira 19D 
(-gaburiye) 

umu-gaambwe (3,4) 27D 

uru-gaanda (11,10) lSV 

-gaandika (-gaanditse) 

-gaandikira (-gaandikiye) 
cf. -gaandika 30 

umu-gani (3,4) 30 
, 

-gaaniira 29 
(-gaaniriiye) 

ga-ntuu lID 

umu-ganwa (1,2) 
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(large) fish 

to have 

[religious] brother 

button 

to eat 

cover of a kettle 

firstborn 

bad weather: cloudy but 
not rainy 

hyena 

to administer 

to divide up 

to divide 

to give as a gift 

(married) man 

to feed 

political parties 

factory, workshop 

to stay 
I 

to stay temporarily 

proverb, fable 

to converse 

form of address used when 
name doesn 1 t come readily 
to tip of tongue 

chief, head of a lchefferie l 
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i-gaari (or: 
i-gaare) (5,6) lSV 

aka-garuka (12) 26D 

-garuka (-garutse) 2D 

ha-gati 24D 

ga-tooya 18D 

ubu-gavyi (14) 27D 

-gaya (-gaye) 15SV 

-geenda (-giiye) 2D 

-geendesha 2SV 
(-geendesheje) 

uru-geendo (11,10) 13D 

-geenduura 30 
(-geenduuye) 

in-gene 14D 

-geenza (-geenjeje) 2D 

mu-geenzi 28D 

umu-geenzi 9SV 

umu-geenzo (3,4) 30 

-gera (-geze) 1D 

-gera (-geze) 14D 

-gerageza (-gerageje) 21D 

in-geregere (9,10) 24sv 

-gerera (-gereye) 14D 

-geza (-gejeje) 24D 

irl-gi (5,6) 16D 

-gira (-gize) 2D 

iki-go (7,8) 21D 

uru-go (11,10) 3D 
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bicycle 

a returning 

to return (intransitive) 

in the middle of 

a little 

government 

to be dissatisfied 

to go 

to cause to go, to drive 
a car 

journey 

to explore, inspect 

how? 

to cause to go 

courteous, appellation 

friend 

custom 

to arrive 

to weigh, measure in some 
fashion 

to try 

gazelle 

to weigh for 

to cause to arrive, escort 
to a determined point; 
to test, try 

egg 

to do 

an enclosed Back yard 

farm 
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in-goma (9,10) 30 

-goomba 19D 
(-goomvye) 

in-goona (9,10) 24SV 

umu-gore (1,2) 7SV 

-goora (-gooye) 5D 

iki-goori (7,8) 23D 
, 

umu-gorooba (3,4) 22D 

-goroora (-gorooye) 2SV 
..... ' gufi 5SV 

, 
in-guge (9,10) 24SV 

-guma (-gumye) 2lD 

-gura (-guze) 

in-gurube (9,10) 

gusa 6D 

14D 

14SV 

gu-te 12D 

iki-guzi (7,8) 29 

-gwa (-guuye) 22D 

in-gwa 6sv 

in-gwaara (9,10) 18D 
or: in-dwaara 

in-gwe (9,10) 24SV 

a-ha 3D 

-ha (-haaye) 13D 
(h-.p after m) 

-H-

-hagarara (-hagaze) 29 

hagati (9) 24D 

umu-hamagazi (1,2) 30 

umu-hana (3,4) 26D 
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drum; kingship 

to want, desire, lack 

crocodile 

woman, wife 

to give difficulty 

maize 

sunset, evening 

to iron 

short 

monkey 

to stay 

to buy, sell 

pig 

only 

(to do) how? 

price 

to fall 

chalk 

sickness 

leopard 

here 

to give 

to wait 

in the middle of 

lowest rank in traditional 
administration 

the area around a dwelling 



-hanaantuka 24D 
(-h8.naantutse) 

uru-haande (11,10) lID 

-haangaama 27D 
(-haangaamye) 

haanyuma lID 

haanze 22D 

ibi-harage (8) 18D 

hari 3D 

KIRUNDI 

-li-hariza (-liharije) 24D 

haruguru 24D 

ig~-haruuro (7,8) 29 

ha-rya 28D 
" 24D haasi 

shika haasl 17D 

-hava (-havuuye) 21D 

-he 6D 

--he 3D 

igi-he (7,8) 6D 

heehe 13D 

heejuru 4D 

-hema (-hemye) 17D 

-hera (-heze) 9D 

ama-hera 4D 

ama-hera (6) 7ED 
or: amahera 

-heraheza 23D 
(-heraheje) 

umu-hererezi (1,2) 9SV 

-heza (-hejeje) 18D 

igi-hilmba (7,8) 30 
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to fall from high above 

side, part 

to ascend the throne 

after that 

outside 

beans 

there is, there are 

to have a thing by oneself 

up there 

a mathematics problem 

by the way 

down, below 

to sit down 

to do as a consequence 

which? 

where? (enClitic) 

time 

where? 

above 

to make fun of 

to come to an end 

towards 

money 

to finish completely 

youngest child, last born 

to finish 

part, half 
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umu-hilndi (1,2) lSV , , 
or: umuhiindi 

-hiindukira l2D 
(-hiindukiye) 

-hiindura 30 
(-hiinduye) 

hiinga (or: hiinge) 18D 

i mu-hlra 23D 

mu-hlra lSV 

-hlishira (-hlishiye) 14SV 

-hlta (-hlse) 22D 

-hlta (-hlse) 13D 

-hliye (see /-sha/) 

je-ha 26D 

hogi 19D 

ubu-homa (14) l8D 

ama-hoonda (6) 

-hara (-haze) 

-hera (-haze) 

18D 

18D 

18D 

-haora (-haoye) 30 
cf. -hoora (-hooye) 

ama-hero 29 

bu-hero 4D 

igi-hugu (7,8) 23D 

umu-huungu (1,2) 7SV 

umu-Hutu (1,2) lSV 

-hwahuka (-hwahutse) 5SV 

umu-hwi (3,4) l4sv 
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Indian 

to turn 

to change 

waitJ 

in the hills 

home 

to ripen 

to be finished 

to take, bring in passing 

concerning me 

letls go 

dirtiness 

sorghum 

to become cool (food or 
liquid) 

to always do 

to harm someone for a purpose 
to avenge 

peace 

slowly, softly, gently 

country, region 

son, boy 

a Hutu person 

to become light in weight 

banana 
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-1-

-ibagiira (-ibagiiye) 4D 

-iicara (iicaye) 21D 

-licira (-liciye) 30 
cf. -lica (-lishe) 

-liciisha 30 
(-liciishije) 

-lga (-ize) 5D 

umw-ilgeme (1,2) 7SV 

umw-ilgisha (1,2) 5D 

-lihariza (-liharije) 24D 

-lhuuta (-lhuuse) 26D 

-lihweeza (-lihweeje) 30 

i-me (or:/me/) 26D 
, , 

-iingaahe 6D 

ingene 14D 

ingo 15D 

-lnjira (-lnjiye) 
, 

-iinshi 3D 

-lipfuuza 24D 
(-lipfuujije) 

umw-ilrabure (1,2) 28D 

-lirirwa (-liriwe) 28D 

-liruka (-lirutse) 22D 

umw-lishwa (1,2) 7SV 

-ltake (-ltaayeke) 29 

-litegereza 27D 
(-litegereje) 

, 
-iza 5D 

..... iz8. ID 
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to forget 

to be seated 

to kill (applicative form) 

to kill by means of, cause 
to kill 

to learn 

girl 

teacher 

to have a thing by oneself 

to hurry 

to examine 

yes 

how many? 

how? 

cornel 

to come into, enter 

many, much 

to wish (for) 

a black person 

to last all day 

to run 

man1s sisterts son or 
daughter 

to do with vigor 

to watch, supervise 

to teach 

good 
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-ja (-giiye) 4D 

i-jana (5,6) 13D 

-jaana na ... 13D 
(-jaanye na ... ) 

-jaanwa (-jaanywe) 24D 

je 

je-ho 26D 

jeewe ID 

i-jlisho (5,6) 24D 

i-joro (5,6) 17D 

ibi-juumpu (8) 18D 

in-ka (9,10) 14sv 

-kaba (-kavye) 14SV 

kaaburiimbo (9) 29 

umu-kamYi (1,2) 7SV 

i-kamyo (9,10 or 6) 13D 
, 

kaandi 15D 

-kanya (-kanye) 22D 

ama-kara (6) 19D 

-J-

-K-

-karaba (-karavye) 15SV 

i-karaamu (5 or 9,6) 6sv 

umu-karaani (1,2) 2D 

i-karooti (9,6 or 10) 14D 

-kaata (-kaase) 14SV 

umu-kaate (3,4) l7D 

"'ke 3D 

-keeka (-keetse) 29 

-kena (-keneye) 2D 
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to go 

hundred 

to go together with 

to be brought 

I 

concerning me 

I 

eye 

evening 

sweet potatoes 

cattle 

to grow stale, wilted, etc. 

macadam 

milkman 

truck 

and 

to be cold 

coals 

to wash hands and/or face 

pen, pencil 

clerical worker 

carrot 

to be bitter, sour 

bread 

few 

to suppose, suspect 

to be in need 
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-keengurukira 29 
(-keengurukiye) 

keera 23D 

-keeya 24D 

bu-keeye l4SV 

i-kl 3D 

iki-lomeetero (7,8) l3D 
or: ikiromeetero 

-kina (-kinye) 

i-kiinga (5,6) 

-kira (-kize) 

21D 

lSV 

26D 

-klriza (-klrije) 26D 
[applicative of 
/-kiza/ fto curel] 

, 
ko l4SV 

umu-koobwa (1,2) 7SV 

in-koofeero (9,10) 21D 

kOko 19D 

igi-kooko (7,8) 30 
cf. aga-kooko (12,13) 

in-koko (9,10) l4SV 

igi-kooko (7,8) 24D 

-kamaanga 14SV 
(-kamaanze) 

in-koombe (9,10) 30 

-komera (-komeye) 9D 

-komeza (-komeje) lID 

in-kano (9,10) 19D 

umu-nyee-koango (1,2) lSV 

-kara (-kaze) lD 

-karera (-koreye) 3D 
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to thank someone 

long ago, far in future 

few 

the following day 

what? 

kilometer 

to play 

bicycle 

to recover from illness 

to cure for 

that (used to introduce 
an indirect statement) 

daughter, girl 

hat 

truly 

animal, insect 

chicken 

wild animal 

to knock 

bank, shore 

to be in good health 

to continue one 

pot 

Congolese (person) 

to do, work 

to work for, at, etc. 
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-koreesha 18D 
(-koreesheje) 

, 
ibi-koreesho 

vyo ku meeza (8) 25SV 

koza (-kojeje) 19D 

kUbwa 27D 

kukl 18D 

-kuukira (-kuukiye) 30 

kUko 14Sv 

kuumbure 30 

-kuunda (-kuunze) 4D 
, 

-kuundira 22D 
(-kuundiye) 

-kuura (-kuuye) 18D 

-kuura (-kuuye) 18D 

kure 13D 

""kuru 8sv 

ama-kuru (6) 25D 

mU-kuru (1) 7BD 

-kwlira (-kwliye) 15D 

leeta (9~10) 30 

iki-lomeetero (7~8) 13D , 
or: ikiromeetero 

madaamu 16D 
" (1,2) 7SV maama 

" I-maana 25D 

ubu-manuko (14) lID 

-mara (-maze) 6D 

-L-

-M-
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to use 

tableware 

to eat with condiments 

according to 

why? 

to pertain to, be a part 
of, be subject to 

because 

maybe, probably 

to want, like 

to like for 

to make for 

to remove, extract 

far 

old 

news 

elder, senior 

to suit 

government 

kilometer 

Madame 

my mother 

Supreme Being 

[to the] south 

to end, terminate, finish, 
spend time 
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, 
-maarume (1,2) 7SV 

i-mashilni (9,10) 2D 

mbe 5D 

mbeega 17D 

i-mbere 30 

mbere 18D 

uwaa-mbere 2D 

i-me (or: /me/) 26D 

u-meenga 23D 
(or: umeengo) 

-menya 2D 
(-menye) 

-menyeera 12D 
(-menyereye) 

-menyeerana 30 
(-menyeeranye) 

-mera (-meze) 18D 

-mesuura (-mesuuye) 2SV 

i-meya 15SV 

a-meeza C6, 6) 25SV 

umu-Moso lSV 

mugabo 13D 

umu-nya-mugaamba (1,2) lSV 

mu-geenzi 28D 

i mu-hlra 23D 
, 

uwa-muungu 2SV 

mu(ri) ID 

mwe 
, 

-mwe 5D 
, 
ee-mwe 29 
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mother1s brother 

machine 

(a question word) 

(a question word) 

before 

in fact 

Monday (tfirstt) 

yes 

I think, one might say 

to know 

to be accustomed to 

to get acquainted with each 
other 

to be in a certain state 

to launder 

1/2 franc piece 

table 

(person from a certain 
part of Burundi) 

but 

(person form a part of 
Burundi) 

courteous, appellation 

in the hills 

Sunday 

in 

you (pl.) 

one, same 

(expression of astonishment) 
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mweebwe 

Mweezi 30 

na 3D 
, , 

6D naabi 
, 

(9.,10) i-naama 
, 

namaki 2D 
, , 

(9.,10) i-nanaasi 
, 

naangwa 30 
, 

8sv urnu-naani 

30 

23D 

-ndi 3D 

ndiikebaanuye 2D 

i-ndwi 8sv 

..... ne 8sv 
/ 

uwa-ka-ne 2SV 

-neezerwa 26D 
(-neezerewe) 

-ngaahe 8D 

-ngana (-nganye) 6D 

ngo 19D 

-N-

i-ngo l5D 

ikii-ngoroongoro (7,8) l5SV 

ni lD 

-nini 8sv 

ikii-njaana (7,8) 30 

nka 3D 

i-no l7D 
, , 
noone 3D 

'nooneho 4D 

umu-nota (3,4) l3D 
or: umunuta 
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you (pl.) 

name of a series of kings 

and 

badly 

treaty 

tHow are you? I 

pineapple 

or; is it true? 

eight 

other 

good-by 

seven 

four 

Thursday 

to be pleased 

how many? 

to be equal to 

that 

come' 

5 franc piece 

is, are 

large 

century 

like., as 

here 

now, then (expletive) 

now 

minute 



KIRUNDI 

i-nooti (5,6) 15SV 

'ntaa l6D 

ntabwo 29 

ikii-ntu (7,8) lSV 

umuu-ntu (1,2) 3D 

ga ntuu llD 

aka-nwa (12,13) 21D 

imi-nwe (4) 27D 

i-nyama (10) 14SV 

umu-nyamahaanga (1,2) 30 

i-nyegamo (9,10) 25SV 

uru-nyegeri (11,14) 24SV 
, 

nyene 7BD 

aka-nyoobwa (12,13) 29 

nyogokuru (1,2) 7SV 

nyoko (1,2) 9SV 
(pl. baanyoko) 

i-nyoni (9,10) 24D 

i-nyuma (9,10) 

-nywa (-nyooye) 

haa-nze 22D 

7BD 

18D 

-0-

-oogeesha 18D 
(-oogeesheje) 

ak-oogo (12,13) 24D 

ubw-ooko (14,14 or 6) 15D 

ivy-oondo (8) 22D 
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banknote 

it is not, there 1s not 

[neg. of /thar1/ 'there 
is/are r ] 

(a negative word) 

thing 

person 

form of address used when 
name doesn't come readily 
to tip of tongue 

mouth 

hands 

meat 

foreigner, stranger 

chair 

small black ant 

also 

a drink 

grandmother 

your mother 

bird 

behind, after 

to drink 

outside 

to use in washing 

small stream 

kind, sort 

mud 
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umw-oonga (3,4) 23D 

-ongereza 8sv 
(-ongereje) 

ic-oongereza 6D 

-oroha (-oroshe) 5SV 

-oroherwa 9D 
(-orohewe) 

--' , oose 7ED 

oya ID 

-oza (-ogeje) 18D 

umu-paka (3,4) 24D 

i-paampa (5) 23D 

im-paande (9,10) 29 

uru-paapuro (11,10) 6sv 

im-peembo (9,10) 26D 

im-pera (9,10) 30 

im-peeshi (9) 22D 

-pfa (-pfuuye) 26D 

-p-

-pfaana (-pfaanye) 26D 

-pfuka (-pfutse) 24D 

igi-pfuundikizo (7,8) 19D 

-li-pfuuza 24D 
(-lipfuujije) 

i-pikipiki (9,6) lSV 

-piima (-piimye) 16D 

im-poongo (9,10) 24SV 

umu-poorlsi (1,2) 7SV 
i-pooslta (9,6) lID 

im-puuzu (9,10) 2SV 
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valley 

to add 

English (language) 

to become easy 

to be in good health 

all 

no 

to wash 

border, boundary 

cotton 

part, section 

sheet of paper 

salary, wage,tip,reward 

end 

beginning of dry season 

to die 

to belong to the same 
kin group 

to be fresh, cool 

cover, lid of a Kirundi 
pot 

to wish (for) 

motorbike 

to test, measure 

antelope 

policeman 

post office 

clothing 
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-R-

-raaba (-raavye) 16D 

-raambira (-raambiye) 30 
cf. -raamba (-raamvye) 

-ramuka (-ramutse) 29 

-ramukanya 11+SV 
(-ramukanije) 

-raangira (-raangiye) 28D 

-raangira (-raangiye) 23D 

-raanguura (-raanguuye) 30 

iki-raato (7,8) 28D 

Ubu-raya (14) 23D 

-raaza (-raajije) 29 

-reka (-retse) 17D 

ama-reembe (6) 25D 

-remeera (-remeereye) 5SV 

ibi-reenga (8) 29 

-reengaana 12D 
(-reengaanye) 

ubu-reengero (14) lID 

-rera (-reze) 25D 

.... ree .... re 8sv 
iki-reere (7,8) 28D 

umu-rezi 
" " (1,2) 2SV waabaana 

-ri ID 

ata-ri 23D 

uk~-ri 29 

ibi-riibwa (8) 17D 
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to examine 

to live long 

to start the day 

to greet one another 

to show 

to be exhausted, finished 

to explain fully 

shoe 

Europe 

to leave unfinished 
overnight 

to stop doing something 

peace, tranquility 

to become heavy 

higher, more 

to pass 

[to the] west 

to rear 

tall 

atmosphere [pl. means 
environment, 
surroundings] 

childts nurse 

to be [defective stem] 

except 

truth 

something to eat 
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-rima (-rimye) 2SV 

uru-rimi (11) 5SV 
pl. in-dlmi (10) 

-rimiisha 2SV 
(-rimiishije) 

umu-rimo (3,4) 29 

iki-rimwa (7,8) 23D 

-riinda (-riinze) 21D 

i-riingara (5) 5SV 

iki-riingo (7,8) 29 
or: ikiriingo 

ubu-riri (14,6) 25SV 

i-riitiro (9,10 or 6) 26D 
or: iriitlro 

ubu-ro (14) 18D 

-roondera (-roondeye) 2D 

-roonderera 15D 
(-roondereye) 

umu-roongo (3,4) 8D 
miroongo (4) 

umu-roongoozi (1,2) 30 
(=umuhamagazi) 

-roonka (-roonse) 7BD 

-rora (-roye) lID 

-roreera (-rorereye/ 
-roreereye) 13D 

umu-rovyi (1,2) 7SV 

-ruhuuka (-ruhuutse) 21D 

-li-ruka (-iirutse) 22D 

umu-Ruundi (1,2) ID 

-ruta (-ruse) 7ED 

517 

to cultivate 

tongue, language 

to cause to cultivate, 
to use in cultivating 

employment 

crop ('something 
cuI ti va ted') 

to guard, protect 

Lingala 

time, moment 

bed 

liter 

millet 

to look for 

to look for, for someone 

line 
multiples of ten 

guide 

to receive, get 

to direct oneself toward 

to wait 

fisherman 

to rest, to be dismissed 

to run 

a Rundi (person) 

to pass, surpass 



KIRUNDI 

-rwaana (-rwaanye) 30 

iki-nya-rwaanda (7) 5SV 

umu-nya-Rwaanda (1,2) ID 
, 

-rya 21D 

-rya (-rliye) 17D 

ha-rya 2BD 

-ryaama (-ryaarnye) 21D 
, 

mnu-ryaango (3,4) 

mnu-ryaango (3,4) 
25SV 

29 

-rwaanya (-rwaanije) 30 

ryaari 9D 
v ' i bu-ryo or:i buryo 12D 

-sa [no perfective 
stern] 29 

sa 15D 

-saba (-savye) 26D 

i-sabune (9,6) IBD 
or: isabune 

i-safuriya (9,6) 19D 

igi-sagara (7,8) lSV 

uru-saago (11,10) 30 

i-saha (9,6) 6D 

i-sahaani (9,6) IBD 

ama-saka (6) 23D 

-8-

i-saandugu (5 or 9,6) 25SV 

-saanga (-saanze) 12D 

mnu-sase (3,4) 15SV 

i-saasita 17D 

i-seenge 
rya'inzovu (5) 25SV 

51B 

to fight 

Kinyarwanda (language) 

a Rwanda (person) 

that over there 

to eat 

by the way 

to lie down 

door (the opening) 

family, kinship, group 

to fight, cope with 

when? 

to the right 

to resemble 

only, alone 

to ask 

soap 

kettle 

city, town 

a temporary dwelling 

hour 

dish, plate 

sorghum 

box, chest 

to find, watch 

midmorning 

noon 

ivory (ttooth of elephant 1 ) 
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i-sereri (9,10) 14D 

ubu-seruko (l~) lID 
-sha (-hliye) 14SV 

-shaaka (-shaatse) 5D 

i-shaamba (5,6) 24D 

uru-shaana (11) 22D 

""shaasha 16D 

ubu-shaza (14) 18D 

(i)-sheeferi (9,6) 
cf. i-ntaara 

30 
(9,10) 

uru-shi (11,6) 30 

mu-shlka(anje) (1,2) 7ED 

-shika (-shitse) lID 
, 

-shika haasi 17D 

-shiima (-shiimye) 15SV 

i-shlmilzi (9,6) 15D 

aga-shlmilzi (12,13) 15D 

-shiinga (-shiinze) 27D 

umu-shlingamateeka (1,2) 27D 

-shira (-shize) 16D 

aga-shlrukabute (12) 26D 

-shlruka ubute 29 
(-shlrutse) 

-shlrwa (-shlzwe) 29 

-shoboka (-shobotse) 12D 

-shobora (-shobotse) 2D 
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celery 

[to the] east 

to get ripe 

to want" like 

jungle, rain forest 

the principal rainy 
season (May) 

new, fresh 

peas 

Fr. I chefferie I 
domain of a traditional 
chief 

palm of hand, slap 

boyls term for his sister 

to arrive 

to sit down 

to be satisfied 

shirt 

shirt (in diminutive class, 
but here not referring 
literally to size) 

to put a stick in the 
ground" to put in shape 

legislator 

to end, become exhausted 
in supply 

fee, tip 

to be active, diligent 

to be satisfied 

to be possible 

to be able 
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shoobuja (1,2) 9SV 
(pl. baashoobuja) 

umu-shofeeri (1,2) 2SV 

i-shu (5,6 or 9,10) l4D 

-shuuha (-shuushe) 18D 

aga-shuuhe (12) 28D 

ubu-shuuhe (14) 24D 

umu-shuumba (1,2) 2D 

umu-nyee-shuure (1,2) 6D 

i-shuuri (5 or 9,6) 30 

-shuusha (-shuuhije) 18D 
" 24D haa-si 

" i-si (5,6) 30 
" (3,4) 6D umuu-si 

" (-size) 29 -siga 

-sigaza (-sigaje) 29 

-siguura (-siguuye) IltSV 

umu-sirikaare (1,2) 30 

imi-siyooni (4,4) 11D 

so (1,2) 9SV 
(pl. baaso) 

-sobaanuka 30 
(-sobaanutse) 

sogokuru (1,2) 7SV 

-sohoka (-sohotse) 29 

-sohorwa (-sohowe) 30 

i-soko (5,6) lSV 

-soma (-somye) 2SV 

-soonza (-shoonje) l7D 

umu-sore (1,2) 8D 
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employer, boss 

driver 

cabbage 

to become hot 

heat characterized by 
humidity 

heat 

servant 

student 

school 

to heat 

down, below 

earth, world 

day (24 hour period) 

to leave behind 

to cause to stay, to 
leave a part of something 

to explain 

soldier 

mission 

your father 

to be explained, explicable, 
to be sorted out 

grandfather 

to get out of 

to be dismissed, fired 

market 

to read 

to be hungry 

adolescent, bachelor 
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~ 

-soosa 
[perfective stem 
not cormnon) 

umu-sozi (3,4) 4D 

-subiira (-subiiye) 4D 

-suka (-sutse) 19D 

i-suka (9,6) 2SV 

i-sukaari (9) l4D 

i-suku (5) l8D 

-suumba (-suumvye) 6D 

umu-swa (3) 24SV 

igi-swaahir1 5SV 

-T-

-tabaara (-tabaaye) l2D 

igi-tabo (7,8) lSV 

igi-tabo 6sv 
c ukwaandika (7,8) 

a 
igi-tabu (7,8) 29 

umu-taaga (3,4) 22D 

in-taahe (9,10) 

igi-taambara (7,8) 

-taambuka lID 
(-taambutse) 

27D 

l5D 

-taandatu 8sv 

uwa-ga-taandatu 2SV 

i-taandukaaniro (5,6) 5D 

-taanga (-taanze) 25D 

-taangura (-taanguye) 2D 

igi-taangurirwa (7,8) 24sv 
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to be sweet, good-tasting 

mountain 

to repeat 

to pour into 

hoe 

sugar 

hygiene, cleanliness 

to surpass 

white ants 

Swahili (language) 

to help 

book 

notebook 

modern-style book [used 
by some speakers in 
distinction to /igitabo/, 
formerly tan altart] 

noon, daytime 

judgment, oath 

cloth, material 

to step over, pass 

six 

Saturday 

difference 

to give, pay 

to begin 

spider 
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"'taanu 6D 

uwa-ga-taanu 2SV 

i-tara (5,6) 25SV 

in-taara (9,10) 30 

in-tare (9,10) 24SV 

i-tarikl (9,10) 29 

ibi-taro (8,8) IlD 

aga-taasi (12) 22D 

--tatu 6D 

uwa-ga-tatu 2SV 

gu-te 12D 

-teba (-tevye) 

in-tebe (9,10) 27D 

-tega (-teze) 22D 

-tegeka (-tegetse) 27D 

-tegeera (-tegeereye) 4D 

-tegerezwa (-tegerejwe) 29 

ubu-tegetsi (14) 27D 

-teeka (-teetse) 2SV 

i-teeka (5,6) 27D 

-teembeera 13D 
(-teembereye) 

-teembereza 21D 
(-teembereje) 

-teera (-teeye) 24D 

-teerwa (-teewe) 24D 

-ti 14sv 
igl-ti (7,8) 21D 

igi-tlgiri (7,8) 30 

.... to 5D 

522 

five 

Friday 

lamp, candle 

country, region 

lion 

date (of month) 

hospital 

season of early 

three 

Wednesday 

to do how? 

to stay long 

seat 

rains 

to receive (physically) 

to make/ enforce laws 

to understand; to wait for 

to be required, obliged 

power 

to cook 

law 

to travel around 

to cause to go about 

to cause, to reach 

to be caused 

special verb stem:1said' 

tree 

number (of things) 

small 
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uru-toofanyi (11,10) 19D 
in-toofanyl (9,10) 

igi-tooke (7,8) 14sv 

i-toongo (5,6) 30 

-toora (-tooye) 16D 

i-toora (5,6) 27D 

uru-tore (11,10) 14SV 
, 

-tooto 14SV 

ga-tooya 18D 

-tooza (-toogeje) 29 

in-tozi (10) 24sv 

-tslinda (-tslinze) 27D 

-tuma (-tUmye) 23D 
, 

igi-tuma (7,8) 1D 

in-tUmwa (9,10) 30 

-tuunga (-tuunze) 29 

-tuungaanya 30 
(-tuungaanije) 

igi-tuunguru (7,8) 14SV 

igi-tu-ungwa (7,8) lSV 

ubu-tuunzi (14) 27D 

-tuura (-tuuye) 30 

-turuka (-turutse) 3D 

umu-Tuutsi (1,2) lSV 

igi-tuutu (7) 2lD 

n-tuuze 5D 

umu-Twa (1,2) lSV 

umu-twaara (1,2) 27D 

in-twaaro (9,10) 27D 

twe 
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potato 

plantain 

cultivated fields, 
real estate 

to choose 

election 

eggplant 

fresh, green, unripe 

a little 

to finish 

army ants 

to win 

to send 

reason 

messenger 

to own 

to perfect, set right 

onion 

domestic animal 

economy 

to arrive 

to come from 

a Tutsi (person) 

shadow 

So-and-so 

a Twa person, pygmy 

one who governs 

government 

we 
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umu-twe (3,4) 27D 

tweebwe 

ugu-tw1 (15,6) 22D 

gu-tyo 15D 

-u-
-ubaha (-ubashe) 28D 

-ubaka (-ubatse) 2SV 

umw-uubatsi (1,2) 7SV 

uru-ugi (11) 14SV 
pl. inzuugi (10) 

umeenga 23D 
(or: umeengo) 

-uumuuka (-u~uutse) 19D 

-uumviikana 30 
(-uumviikanye) 

ic-uumweeru (7,8) 16D 

-uumva (-uumviise) 4D 

umw-uungere (1,2) 

-unguruza 26D 
(unguruje) 

umu-unyu (3) 14D 

-uzuza (-uzuje) 

7SV 

29 

-V-

-va (-vuuye) 13D 

uru-vaange (11,10) 28D 

-viira (-viiriye) 29 

umu-voomyi (1,2) 2SV 

yuba ID 

im-vubu (9,10) 24SV 

524 

head 

we 

ear 

like that 

to respect 

to build 

builder 

door (the object) 

I think; one might say 

to get dry 

to understand one 
another 

week 

to hear, understand 

herdsman 

to give a lift 

salt 

to fill out 

to go from 

mixture 

to leave from; 

to leave at a certain 
time 

water carrier 

recently 

hippopotamus 
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-vuga (-vuze) 4D 

umu-vuukanyi (1,2) 7ED 

iki-vuko (7,8) lSV 

im-vura (9) 22D 

i-vuuriro (5,6) lSV 

vya 24D 

umu-vyaara (1,2) 7SV 

umu-vyeeyi (1,2) 7ED 

-vyuuka (-vyuutsa) 15SV 

-w-
,-

we 13D 
,-

weese 30 
, 

wewe ID 
,- , 

weewe 

-y-
, 

(7,8) 24D iki-yaga 

umu-yaga (3,4) 28D 
, ,-

18D yamara 
,-

(7,8) 14D iki-yiiko 

-li-yoza (-liyogeje) 15SV 

-z-
-zana (-zanye) 16D 

in-zeeduka (9,10) 30 

-zi 2D 

aka-zi (12,13) 2D 

amaa-zi (6) 18D 

525 

to speak, say 

sibling 

port 

rain 

hospital 

~the area around I) 

to give birth to, to 
beget 

maternal cousin 

parent 

to get up 

you 

each (Cl. 

you (sg. ) 

he, she 

lake 

wind 

but 

spoon 

to bathe 

to bring 

accident 

3) 

oneself 

(see /-menya/) 

work 

water 
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i-ziiko (5,6) 18D 

-ziimba (-ziimvye) 5SV 

-ziimbuuka 5SV 
(-ziimbuutse) 

-zlmira (-zimiye) lID 

-zlmurura lID 
(-zimuruye) 

i-zina (5,6) ID 

-ziinduka 28D 
(-ziindutse) 

in-zira (9,10) 12D 

in-zoga (9) 18D 

in-zoka (9,10) 21D 

in-zu (9,10) 

i-zuuba (5) 21D 

umu-zuungu (1,2) lSV 

in-zuuzi (9,10) 24D 

526 

stove 

to become expensive 

to become cheap 

to get lost (of persons) 

reverse of Ito lose l 

name 

to go early in the 
morning; to dawn 

way, path 

beer 

snake 

house 

sun 

European (person) 

large river (cf. /uruuzi/ 
triver! ) 

* u. S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1965 0 - 752-218(145) 
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