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Culture and Traditions Thai SOLT I
Objectives Module 6 Lesson 5

At the end of the lesson, the students will be able to engage in cultural activities.
Under this Terminal Learning Objective, the students will be able to:

1. Discuss cultural activities and holidays. This task will include:
* Discuss food in the target region
* Discuss holidays and celebrations
* Discuss national costumes
* Discuss customs, protocol, and courtesies
* Discuss historical events
* Discuss historical figures
* Discuss religions
* Discuss weddings
* Discuss funerals
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Tip of the Day

Thailand possesses a wealth of architecture, culture, cuisine and traditions that are
all distinctly Thai. Yet paradoxically, Thais, with their natural charm and happy
temperament, are wonderfully adept at making visitors feel right at home.

There are many cultural traditions surrounding a customary Thai wedding. Look over
the chart below that reviews some of them. Consider what wedding traditions you are
familiar with. Discuss differences and similarities between customary Thai weddings
and a typical wedding in your experience.

WH AUV BUUUL INE: Weddings

A1sgaa The two families agree beforehand on the expenses
of the ceremony and the ‘bride price’,or dowry, to be
paid, usually arranged by a go-between known as
1inAn

A1susTU To be engaged. The man gives an engagement ring
to the woman and a sum of money to her parents.
They become QAU

AN The wedding day is usually chosen by an
astrologer or a monk, who decides the most
auspicious time.

WHsNVINUANLNAS The wedding day begins with the couple feeding the

A9 monks in the early morning and receiving their

AL LAZAIS 6 blessings. Marriage registration can be done after the

nIdausNs s ceremony.

Wsaiindval The pouring ceremony in the afternoon. Guests then
bless the couple by pouring sacred water UI{UG on
the hands of the couple.

SR ADIAUSE Wedding reception follows the pouring ceremony.
Most receptions for upper class Thais are held at
large hotels with sit-down dinners.

ﬁﬁuﬁuauuax Having an old couple, evidence of a successful

AsdvantINdg1n marriage, ‘prepare the bridal bed’ continues to be

practiced.
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Exercise 1
Listen as the instructor reads descriptions of each event of a traditional Thai wedding
and number it according to the sequence it is presented.

« Asgua e Wigsaindeal
¢ Ay ¢ NULALNAADIANSA
o AAMENN e WHAVANF A
*  WHUVIUUGRNUIASADIALD °  ANFAANLLLTAUANSH
C i)
Exercise 2

Put these events of the traditional Thai wedding in the correct order:

a. Wigseindval

b. A5

c. BavEIILIAN

d. AMsansiauduss
e. MNEEN

f. SIULALIRADIANSH
g. Asuiaiu

h. WH3VINUUAALIASADIALNIFTN
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Exercise 3

Now you have talked about some of the Thai traditions. The class will practice
talking about a Thai wedding based on the following article and by using the
vocabulary presented earlier.

Wedding ceremonies are usually held
only to mark the first marriage. The
two families agree beforehand on the
expenses of the ceremony and the ‘bride
price’ to be paid. The wedding day
begins with the couple feeding the
monks in the early morning and
receiving their blessings. The wedding
consists of the couple sitting side by
side, the groom to the right of the bride.

b = Sk |

At an auspicious time, chosen by an astrologer or a monk, their heads are linked
with joined loops of &1&8UIAR (White thread) by a senior elder who then pours
sacred water over the hands of the couple. The water drips from their hands into
bowls of ornately arranged flowers. Guests then bless the couple by pouring water
in the same fashion. No vows are made to love and cherish nor obey until ‘death
do us part’...

eiueinAv (Spicy prawn soup)

Main Ingredients:
prawns, straw mushrooms, lemongrass, kaffir lime leaves,
roasted chilli paste, fish sauce, lime juice, fresh chillies
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Exercise 4

Read the following article about the Thai tradition of eating. Consider what cultural
traditions your society has and as a group compare them with the one you will read
about below.

To appreciate Thai food you have to understand how they eat. The experience of
having a Thai dinner is very communal. Many dishes are served for all to share
and everyone at the table takes the food from these dishes and eats them with rice.
Each person at the table will get a plate of rice and share all the dishes served at the
table. It makes the meal more enjoyable because you can sample more of the
dishes. If you go out to eat with Thai friends, you may find yourself invited to
choose one of the dishes. Don’t make the mistake of believing that your selection
is for your exclusive consumption. Your choice is expected to take into
consideration the dishes already selected, so as to create a suitable variety of dishes.
Thai use a spoon and fork for eating, not chopsticks (although chopsticks are used
in the Chinese noodle shops). A serving spoon for each of the side-dishes and an
individual bowl for the curry are usually provided. A person will only take enough
of a dish for one or two bites at a time and then go on to the next dish. It is
considered rude to take more than that out of a dish at one time. Ice water is a
typical drink for an ordinary everyday meal. When a person lines the fork and
spoon up next to each other on his plate, it means that he/she is done eating.

Tip of the Day

The ideal traditional Thai meal aims at being a harmonious blend of spicy, subtle,
sweet, and sour and is meant to be appealing to eye, nose and palate. A large
central bowl of rice may be accompanied by a clear soup (perhaps 6iNNf9), a
stemed dish ( wA9LAeIKINULA), a fried dish (Uarmaansauarawin), a hot salad
(tiwﬁa), and a variety of sauces of which the most essential is nam pla (fermented
fish sauce), into which food can be dipped. This is normally followed by a sweet

dessert (271L1HlEINLI29) and finally, fresh fruit of which Thailand boasts a year-
round supply.
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Food varies from region to region, with modification of standard dishes and also local
specialities. In Chiang Mai, for example, the food is generally milder than that of the
central region; naem, a spicy pork sausage, is a northern delicacy.

Northeastern food tends to be very spicy, with explosive salads and special broiled,
minced meat dishes mixed with miniature, high-votage green chillies. Glutinous rice
is more popular in this region than steamed rice. Exotic dishes like fried ants,
grasshoppers and frog curry are not uncommon.

Southern cuisine makes dilicious use of the creatures which team in the nearby seas.
Lobsters, craps, scallops, fish, and squid are common ingredients and unusal
delicacies like jellyfish salad can also be found. In the southern most provinces, where
there is a large Muslim community, sweet, mild, and spicy curries abound.

mwrs"lmumnnmo
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Exercise 5
Write two kinds of each regional food of Thailand.

North:
Central:
Northeast:
South:

Exercise 6
Write a short paragraph describing the typical American diet.

Exercise 7
Write the recipe of your favorite dish. Then read it to the class and see if they can
guess what dish it describes.
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Aauavn1alszanuélne: Thai National Costumes

Thai traditional clothing

Traditional clothing and adornments are
called "2@'lne"-an abbreviation of the term
Aausanralseanan@’lne (Thai attire). As
Thailand is a country with a single ethnic
group, traditional dress is synonymous with
national dress. For this reason, the %a'lng
forms a highly effective expression of
Thailand identity. Thus, changes in 2@ 'lne
design from past to present parallel the
nation's historical development. Moreover,
the Ya'lner's form, materials, and designs
provide a glimpse into Thai lifestyle, while
its intricate designs show the values and
worldview of the Thai people.

wely ga'lneazausuy
& &
28 LIRANITIAMIULA U
ANILAYNET

ey e lnadinds nely e lnadnd
2ne I@aNTEANULAUE HgAEIRA T 2nE LRANTTAMULIUET) HgALaIRe
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Customs, protocol, and courtesies

Thai people use sacred water (sometimes translated as lustral water) prepared
by Buddhist monks for various ceremonies, such as weddings, Songkran, and the
water pouring ceremony held after a person passes away. Distinguish guests bless the
bride and groom at the wedding WﬁuaamwsvwwﬁuumLuaa“luw‘ﬁmﬂaama during
Songkran ceremonies WaTAUNAIWT to bless the elderly; and the monks will also
provide sacred water to a deceased person’s loved ones so that they can pour the
water over the hands of the person who has passed away in order to pay respect and
ask forgiveness from the deceased person WasAUNAN. In the water pouring
ceremony the Thais use a sea shell (conch) called (iaa1) 92 that has been ornately
decorated with gold to hold the sacred water. Underneath their hands is a small tray
of beautifully arranged flowers to catch the falling water.

Military Protocol

Thai military personnel are highly conscious of rank distinctions and of the duties,
obligations, and benefits they entail. Relationships among officers of different
grades; and among officers, NCOs, and lower enlisted ranks are governed by military
tradition in a society where observance of differences in status is highly formalized.
The social distance between officers and NCOs is widened by the fact that officers
usually are college or military academy graduates, while most NCOs have not gone
beyond secondary school. There is often an even wider gap between officers and
conscripts, most of whom have even less formal education, service experience, or
specialized training than NCOs.

Formal honors and symbols of merit occupy an important place in the Thai military

tradition, and service personnel receive and wear awards and decorations with pride.
The government grants numerous awards, and outstanding acts of heroism, courage,
and meritorious service receive prompt recognition.
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Exercise 8
On what occasions are the following ceremonies taking place?

1. fgndniwszwnsuusiilasluRBunaausH
2. WasAUNGII
3. WaTAUNAN

Holidays and celebrations

a o [ o o |- & a 2 o .
WMANANRAUNLAIAUNTEWNSAFUNITALATIARAE ANSNannFU Aedininua
STHYA WAL o LHaU 5ENTTULSH @ A1 LU e 89 TU o& A LHaY ab
Asnaanfullaulnafisuvinduunn dainldadaedusanszvinlunardngds

o aal a & a ]

wavinagvinduigsnaoutusvidien 1eriAinnsurunuitonioun niein

sfafifofinsuviinniuldmeaimadnern Wellduatdugauiiazinsingu

namazazaInnvladldmeidy uananaduAfinananbideifunsewns

asulagassuannarmufintuA lainiynaRAUAINLLL WITWNEATEUN

wAanawailleua

o. Juaseiu asvAuTuduifay ¢ duRBuansanuiudnlaidinuunumn

safilusavilude 9 Baniniluais "dotliA1" vasumiFu

. JUFINTIUA" ATIAUTUT om-ad-a& WEaUAaINAT TUT 0n tTuiui

wszaiadlaasngnAumidanin Jugensus Jui o iy Suwnuaziui o

dusuadean dainiluiuddsusadnsalniviaiudutlin

o. Judm  aseduiuduifiay eo tTuiuilutusindaansiaulnandauvindu
& o o

nnngdainusiianaslavinugluiaiuidaulaarvun’lafivsaull iwsrgdane

fAvinAgagesullAvinidaunsusatiuna1vilTeasvinRaasnm
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Exercise 9
Answer the following questions based on the text you have read about important
celebrations in Thailand.

1. Msnannjudaayls

2. wialaaulnaldviiaunisnaaniuduuin

3. wmAamMaarlsiizaniniunis "getliin" 2asznguy

4. Juaylsitau'nadainduiuldausadnnalunivia Yudutl v

5. Jwilndngn¥iauinamfanvinygyduaseduiuduifiau eo Aajuasls

Tip of the Day

In 1932, a bloodless coup transformed the Government of Thailand from an
absolute to a constitutional monarchy. King Prajadhipok (Rama VII) initially
accepted this change but later surrendered the kingship to his 10-year old nephew.
Upon his abdication, King Prajadhipok said that the obligation of a ruler was to
reign for the good of the whole people, not for a select few. Although nominally a
constitutional monarchy, Thailand was ruled by a series of military governments
interspersed with brief periods of democracy from that time until the 1992
elections. Since the 1992 elections, Thailand has been a functioning democracy
with constitutional changes of government.
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Questions:

- o a

1. Jusgssuyaasaiuiu

iwvin'ls

2. JusssssuyadianusiAgadiglstulseifaansnisinasavaasdsyindlneg

3. msul@sunilasnisinasasidulususiiale

| o & o o o o~ '
4. nauauntfufiinisudasunlasnisidnasaviitiainasls

5. finuavnauAalasg
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Exercise 10
Answer the following questions based on the text about His Excellency Pridi
Banomyong.

IWau 158 Wuueva

Fusan1suay
yaradAyuadlan
UL lne

Waaaa9se eoo fanana addn1sEeuETN
TedsendantiadlAasfnaiuad

vinu Didluyaradrdyaasian ull a.q.
lvooco-wooa.

fontuafiniafou 1aaetaunidunulniuinanaaalulduasaaadunuuvi
fiaduf « 8A. wEewe 31 Chloropsis aurifrons pridi tRatduAasAuavinulugiug
HuNULIUNSLES LN,

vinu'ldauavdndanwuananantualaaandnausdayanlitguaniady

winaunaladisaluidaunaianl o, asanfudinaulifuduway Aldain
genuldeanususdyani vcee Nvinduluirinian .

1l bexo vinulavinausdayaniniduumiaiuranu e Ussina Tvigenule
ansdaddlaaguysainnaluniinisiiiay neAIa LRENILATIHEAR

Questions:

1. qwens 156 wunedd uiisinlugruzayising

2. avamsatudnlalssndantdadtfiasfinauadvinuacing'ls

3. aantfuaintadiou ladedauniiadudasfunvinulugiucals
4. gudauani wceevindulusunmalvu

5. ausdauan il beco fimnuanAnating'ls

113



Culture and Traditions Thait SOLT |

Introduction Module 6 Lesson 5

Religion

Buddhism
About 95% of the Thai population are Buddhist, which is a religion based on the
teachings of Buddha, "the enlightened".

Born an Indian prince in 560 BC Siddhartha Gautama subjected himself to many
years of severe austerities to arrive at a vision of the world which is the basis of
Buddhism. Gautama Buddha spoke of four noble truths:

» "Existence is suffering" (The truth of suffering).

» "Suffering is caused by desire" (The truth of the cause of suffering).

» "Eliminate the cause of suffering and the suffering will cease to arise" (The
truth of cessation of suffering).

» "The eight fold path (or middle way) is the way to eliminate desire" (The truth
of the path).

The main theme of Buddhist belief is that of assu, the evaluation of all life's events
and, after ones death, the rebirth of that karma in a new existence. In this way
everyone has it in his own hands to determine his next life, for better or worse. The
Thai proverb "vin@ilaé vindld4h:do good and receive good, do evil and receive evil"
sums up this concept well.

Buddhism is ever present in Thai life from the myriad Buddha images to the saffron-
robed monks and many 3¥a (temples) at which local people worship. As a visitor to
Thailand you are welcome to visit the Ja but please remember to dress respectfully,
no shorts or vests. Remove your shoes before entering any temple building, and never
touch the head of a Buddha image.

Other Religions

About 4% of the population, mainly living in the south of Thailand, are Muslim. The
remaining 1% is Confucians, Taoists, Christians, and Hindus. Thai people are very
tolerant of other faiths and treat all religions with respect.

JudrdgymennsAdgulaun Junay Juisayr Juard@ Wy wagiuin
WITEN
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Exercise 11
Reading exercise: You will need some information from this reading to do an activity
in the Homework section.

WILHAANWUH IVUTAUATNUN

TaWTEEIONUNITUMTIUNT TULAAELNDTIOWUN Y9
AnMInTadseuna 50 Alatuas (Mvnailg
mnmazl212) NARAINATAAAUNTY TUTIUARRIAIIN
AU wsuﬁmwuuaswwuamw W.#.1200-1400
MaluadANITEINUTTY WITATIAEIAUDINTERNNFN
nnsdTlY anwazuay dandaanssy dunaeviuim
wiendudulsainuasuan waglavinnisysagizaaun
Tull w.a. 2485 ‘ladfun1sangiusiilu wszasunade
druanduiily "sumimns” saunluiui 11 SN/ RLY
2518 11a1 19.38 u. wezmawuNlaaUNAILAIIvaIA
129N ANULATLATAYAIANSTEIAWUN LazlsyaIu
5 Auszni TuduanwigWausfasauvaie iy
Uszansuivilsainalasiuusananuning uazisunalanassvasdnseaindul
auuuULAN MsAaaviliedaduliaiun 23 fiuvnau 2522 uannnwszusy
81330810 TUsTR TUadANsTEIaUAD Sofinavdiamunninaduniiuiiu Taaaniziag
navALuLaANIYa6 duniinde 110 ﬁ‘iaﬂ%’u iRqiiuasAnsyaln dgunivdiu
8¢ 12.33 a5 g9 53.60 a3 Lﬂutamﬂmsoamaﬂumuammwm UUNFENT
aonwsummsumumumu 12 @1 d9Fuusu 1 d1 dau 3 aaennil
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No new grammar has been introduced.
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Fusaanavvisiu A dowry—that is, money or valuable things given to the bride’s
parents at the time of engagement or wedding. The two families usually agree
beforehand on the size of the dowry.

winwa Usually a well respected person in the community who plays the role of a go-
between in asking the hand of someone’s daughter to be married to someone’s son.
This person may not be related to either the future bride or groom.

nsugarunu To set up a fortuitous date for a marriage, the bride and groom will go
to see the monk or an astrologer to help them set up a date according to their
horoscope. The Thai people believe this step is essential to ensure the marriage begins
well, or at the very least believe that to ignore this step is asking for trouble.

avrzen lisanwediu The horoscope sign of a man and a woman that will not go well
together. For example, Taurus won’t go well with Aries, etc.

awuduunin On the engagement or wedding day, the groom and his family will
form a line carrying things to give to the bride and her parents.

¥3auuia A house especially built for the newlyweds to live in after their marriage.
Usually the groom will pay for construction and furnishing this honeymoon house.

aaunvaa  When the groom brings the bride to live at his residence after their
marriage. It’s a tradition practiced in southern part of India. But if the groom is taken
to live in the house of the bride, it’s called 3311%A09AR. In Thailand, either the bride
goes to live with the groom at his house or the groom comes to live with the bride at
her house or they both move into their own house, and in each case the Thai people
call this IMUNIAA.

2quTann A wooden tray with legs used to serve food in the northern part of Thailand.
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NTTUIULN parade, procession

nsLiiayg politics

NIRRT UINLG abdication

A1sgua to ask for a girl’s hand in marriage
(usually through an intermediary)

AT5UITY engagement

Aavla morale support, will power

UUIUNNT a movement

Aad"v pretext

AUNL to discover

ANNUsTIN to be overconfident, careless

ANuANAA unity

AU an advice

AL the bride and groom

AANLLLUAURANTA to register marriage

ANANIU the Thai minor era, beginning March 21,
638 A.D. (abbrev. a.4.)

Ereh to negotiate

LSRGk bride

ALHN fate, destiny

A6 lne Thai national costumes (female)

anagla to make a decision

fatia to name, give a name

fiadn to be considered as

munu to approach, to solicit, to sound out

LNANIRNSU Kathin festival

fie prefer, favor, like, accept popularity (as

a good thing)

yaARFIAUNNUTIRAEnT

historical figures

I LERERGAY important person
szanadlae democracy

Uszinel custom, tradition

U3nni3a to consult

1fiuay to make the bed

W15 the robe of the Buddhist monk
W1n leader

Wh ceremony

WiadluAasé to honor

AN Buddhist monk

bR’k the Great Powers, a mighty nation
WIS to be splendid, in a grand way
gneiayg to praise, to honor
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HALAN to cancel, nullify

sa1 to pour water over...

F1na reign, the reign of

F55970U Constitution

U1 statesman

ERTE smoothly, successfully

5@ zodiac, dignity

U539 joyous

NNy auspicious time

AUAY to wipe out

Jua National Day

Fuiszdn Memorial Day

Julindaanut traditional/seasonal festival

TUNWSY Buddhist day of worship

JuLiay full moon day

JusgIn merit making festival in the tenth month

of the lunar calendar year

TUREATIANIS official holiday

el marriage (elegant)

AR court of law

LATIERAA economy

fguctdna? to send off a bride

govuafiniandeau Smithsonian Institute

fuidauan treaty

Juysal complete

AUYTUIQGIRNETNY absolute monarchy

GG to marry (elegant)

ey Siam (former name for Thailand)

dval (vaudea) conch

foau to teach, counsel, instruct, sermonize

&nd right, privilege (n.)

LlANRANA to be equal (in legal status)

LEENAN freedom, liberty

L&aIaaN to show, to display

nuay to prostrate

W UNITY engagement ring

s astrologer

adl'lee sovereignty

AINT to bless, to wish, to toast

Aol order, mandate

afigod result of good deeds

ania senior, to be aged, to have seniority
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AIUIITHAA spicy food
L1ansY independence
WU His Excellency
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TRADITIONAL THAI SALUTATION

Many Asian cultures share the same gesture of greeting - the putting together of hands
at chest level. Thai people use several modes of this gesture in salutation, each mode
suiting a particular purpose. Each person learns to use the proper gesture for the
purpose it is intended for from early childhood. He is trained to do so until the
knowledge becomes a second nature. The variety is such that a foreigner who
attempts to conform, to all good intentions, may seem awkward to the native Thai.

Putting the palms of one's hands together at
chest level is not actually a greeting, but is a
gesture of veneration known as “wundia”. It is
used to pay respects to venerated objects and
people such as Buddha images, Buddhist
monks, the royalty, etc.

The “wundia” becomes a “wai” salutation only when the
hands are brought up from chest level to face level. The
higher they are placed in front of the face, accompanied by
increasingly deep bending of the head forward, indicates
the degree of respect. Basically, the degree or gradation
depends on social standing or seniority. For example, a
younger person will initiate a “wai” to be responded by a
similar gesture from the older person. By etiquette, the
younger person bows his head a little more than does the
older person, and a layman will “wai” a Buddhist monk
without consideration of age.

The solicited response is of interest. Sometimes etiquette demands that the older
person responds by neither raising his hands nor bowing his head and remains in the

attitude of “Wunda” only. Generally, it is rude not to respond to a greeting with the
exception that Buddhist monks never physically respond to salutations by the layman.
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As the “l#3” becomes more respectful and
the head bends further forward, the whole
body may also be lowered until the person
who is making the gesture of salutation
actually sits on the floor and places his hands,
still with palms together, on the floor. This
posture is known as the “As1U”.
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There are two different styles of sitting in
salutation : the formal “Lugya19AL5EAWS" style and the “pubpiab” (“half
prostration”) style. The “LugyangmiseAng” style is used to venerate the “triple
gems” of Buddhism i.e. the Lord Buddha, his Dharma teachings, and the Sangkha
order of monks. The name derives from the fact that five (LugU2) bodily
extremities: the forehead, both hands and knees, are profferred on the ground to the
worship of Buddhism. In action, the person sits upright on his haunches. He
performs the “Wuuiia”, brings the hands up to his face to “‘l143” while bending the
whole body forward to “h31U” on the floor. The palms are actually placed flat on
the floor and the forehead touches the floor between them. The process is always
repeated three times. To “A57U” highly respected people such as members of the
royalty, the other seated attitude “WuLWeIu” is used. Here the person sits on the
floor with both legs folded to one side of the body. He bends the torso forward and
places both hands on the floor. In this case, however, the hands maintain the
“wundia” attitude on the floor.

: The final salutation is the one which displays
the deepest respect of all. It is known in Thai as “a31839AN” and is reserved for
the King. The person who performs this traditional salutation sits on his heels,
knees on the floor. He puts his hands together in the basic “Wuniia attitude,
sways the torso to the front while bringing the hands up in a sweeping gesture to a
position high on the forehead. At the pinnacle of the hand sweep, the neck is bent
backward to its furthest extent. After that, the hands are lowered to chest level and
the process repeated twice more. This extreme salutation may be witnessed at the
public display of veneration of King Rama V on the anniversary of his death on 23
October at the memorial statue in Bangkok.
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Activity 1
Listen as the instructor reads a passage and answer the questions.

1. What is the name of this festival?

2. What is the motive of this festival?

3. What are other festivals that have the same motive?

4. In what region of Thailand is this festival held?

5. Besides entertaining, what does this festival manifest?

124



Culture and Traditions

Thai SOLT 1

Application Activities

Activity 2

Read the text and answer the questions.

Module 6 Lesson 5

AULAAWSZLAONN KUY Tuilu

1o
caa

WITUMNE AN A TnainTcadn
nilsludlseiaaansanalnaluaiang
eragsennaudara J9'lasunssuy
‘U N ATEHWsTaATiTNIIY
FanAudun ‘wszEIen’ wasnse
urianswdnniszaasni lnaieihe
LWTIEWTEAIA LANTINAUAARTAIWUDY
Uszinalnaannnisanatluaraifuag
wina'be waznsedangesuyiilu
iasvalelutiuasing n&saniinein

Tetnnvinanangemagsenauuiiall

A3RNANIA 1767.

1. What is the name of this Thai King?

2. What did he do for the good of the country?

3. Why did the King move the capital from Ayutthaya?

4. Where did he move?
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Activity 3
Read the caption of the image below and tell who, what, when, and where.

Wsrs1dNsIudnsuvna

Fuil & waraanaasnnil wsstnaudansa1agit asiafanses s iud
WsTUTHNMN AT Wansedsenaunsysaiidnsuaa ulanaiaznsensensan
TsananTdsansyriaunsesamuAdastdasenasallvinaussau anms

WU EINTIAR TN WLREATENGIE
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Activity 4
Read the text and decide if the statements that follow are true or false.

'
ad a a

WausvourasrIaa Uz iuRanGau
Je eddgyuasislzatinsynalia
TalNaNMam g a&yINnTaNI1ung
WARNAWTTRIAUA eaFIaRyIzin
Tununndsziuean’linizaniiung
@ Wadvnarduilunaa iflnailumy
1hudailuginsauasrzasqunai v
ANuLATNITudafagnaaafultuIKn
dafiazadqinanemaaasaiyd
wsauAunanarawslvigunaiidia
snsaniudAUUANINLBYaR6 11
Waknwafiaflrnasudeldiiuisdauiy
wanpdtAgsaNULEaY 50N TUNE 1U
UIAGIE

1. The E-Sarn or northeastern Thailand wedding ceremony T/F
is elaborate and takes several days.

2. The ceremony centers on the Bai Sri stemmed tray on T/F
which lays a pile of beige cotton strings.

3. The ceremony involves the people from the whole village T/F
who would tie the string to the wrists of the bride.

4. The Bai Sri is also used in welcoming ceremony for T/F
honored guests and commonly featured in ordination ceremonies.

5. &a&ead is a holy thread blessed by the Buddhist monk T/F

for ceremonies related to religion.

Activity 5
Listen to the instructor read the Buddhist Ordination and decide if the following
statements are true or false.

1. The ordination of a monk is regarded as an act of a T/F
great merit dedicated to his parents.

2. It is a Thai custom for a young man to enter the T/F
monkhood before marriage.

3. Thai people believe that if a man enters the monkhood T/F

after marriage, his wife is certain to receive half of the
merit in stead of his parents.

4. Thai people also believe that if they accumulate a lot T/F
of merit, they will be born in heaven after death.
5. The minimum age for entering the monkhood is 20 years old. T/F
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Activity 1
Read the invitation and decide if the statements are true or false.
Two hearls sharing ame promite, ane life, one lave - foreuer.
WOSTHID Sowgnvigas  soglema mImIwaiaIne
5 .~ W@ s
s06@1 lw IIwnniaTeY  sooweaw  mmmiwdiaide
%@u/%%/@&?/w%m’nW@z‘ﬁﬁw@“} U@ETONT TN IA@INT
Floo MABwR@aNT T
7E9A0
HIO@TAUI QU TIWNGDVIETY (6N
W04 mTNINGQIB@ (g?‘éf)
@MIEBNITEEI TS ehineing b (Ga9939eg
@UIY@In angar
ez 7 ob oo We beee
Q@1 oF00 . YTGNTUTENIH@INT
(Y@@ITOM DN TR/ NT AT 2593406
True or False?
1. A party will be held in a hotel ballroom in Phijit Province. T/F
2. Dinner will be served. T/F
3. The hosts are the newlywed’s relatives. T/F
4. Some of the invitations are sent out by mail. T/F
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This is an invitation for a Royal-sponsored cremation. Answer the following
questions in English.

) H
a7

Wz T IS

% 70@@%/%75“ S5 GIT e, AT
e S SOBON 2
O ROUK@E IHD @I I Fowse aaam 19796749 omT
WG /77.7047771/;/1/771{»»75
" @y Y ox Ve We biew
(@) odo00 He (w/’j i

N

S “of
e o o
AN EY DALY

@'i{;’m?v”' o AN be'ee
Q@) 9000 H.  WTGOUUGION T DTINNAI
Q@7 om0t WIEOUGANGTUNTNNTAHD
Q@) omco . B@IHAOIITHGUAN TGO
k@:@amndm ogna
@) odloo . WITIMINGI

Sou@nTIsd U@ AYIIRIRE BRI T
WISHNAG - $#109P@ Rl SaT N
W@ SWYE T — HIGFORT N FeT
IINTQET - 1IN (Soim:07) wmisedH S i@
WISHNAG — WI0TTRIGT (Vi 3a7) 9a09@0

HIOG@IUaN) Foin:@or

@0 N U ?/@:y‘ﬁi{@lfi]ﬁ: nes /

1. Who is the deceased?

A

When is the event taking place?
In which province is the cremation?
What is the name of the temple?

Which relatives are mourning? List at least three.
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Activity 3
Look at the images below and tell which one represents which occasion or festival.

(1) i )

G )

N - ©)
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Activity 4
Give the Thai name for each festival described below.

1. The rocket festival. The festival is associated with traditional beliefs in the
supernatural powers that help promote the production of rice crops for the coming
planting season.

2. It was an expression of gratitude to the goddess of water 'wszuwsinsa’
for having extensively used, and sometimes polluted, the water from the rivers
and canals.

3. The Elephant Round-up displays the amazing grace, strength and intelligence of
this huge creature in games of soccer, log carrying, and the tug-of-war against
human teams.

4. During the ninth lunar month, devout Buddhist Chinese descendants undertake a
strict vegetarian diet, wear white clothes and observe ten rules in order to purify
their minds and bodies.

5. Traditionally, Thais visit temples at this time of year to offer food to the monks
and to participate in bathing ceremonies for Buddha images. At home, young
people pour scented water into the hands of their parents and elders as a mark of
respect and to receive the blessing of the older folk.
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Activity 5

Look at the image below, read the descriptions and make a gist. Your instructor will
call each of you to share your work with the class. Each student must provide a new
sentence each time he/she is called to add on the gist.

AULRNFERULAINTZULTAITUWIY
UsgiuuumanseAns1s nsviia
WITURIUDGI Le3auvingnsind
naasmalanysus aanuuuuayiiu
108 @daNTE @il Wszed
UszArgIu oL usnaaauLIfedl

2. AUTTAUG . FWITAULT W.4.

b&olo

al o’dv
WrglsuusFell
dszanauannanudulssdugiuld
LWALARUNILLATAUINN BN QAN AN
LL1Av
amﬁawszmsmsum;w N IsnEestuaIG Lne
Hnsanseaatduivluaiununlnanivan

wszadALiunszusuTI A TasIUUIRNLAAIWIZUWIEIINTIUE Y
LRINWILIANENEATE NTINTTUSUUFUAN U LiTagAE L 1an
Watliane wsswnsdnsia 2098

NsInAIN& Tunnlsenadasninaasznéina Taaauysal
o avuase ansswnsdna 2127

W@aaLtadvadadnasulifidunssnmngastduasngodiagsen
s iilne Wawsewnsdnsa 2133
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Activity 1

Pick one of your favorite historical persons and find some information about him/her
on the Internet or in an encyclopedia and prepare a short bio sketch (6-7 sentences)
about him/her in Thai. Say when and where he/she was born; what is he/she is
famous for; and when he/she died. Your instructor will ask one or two of you to tell
the story to the rest of the class.

Activity 2
Read the following text and mark if the following statements are True or False.

‘Lmﬁnsulhul,m'a:ma"o"m"J"mzl,ﬂu‘lun';jow“saiuﬂunm iy
agavtnunsenaundodng livuavilaiilu sruanlvgeanniiudu
Tuszeuanae wazazaasiull mevidmuilawiariale iundeil
Bani aawszdll Mdiflunaguaseiiuidraasiunnau dat3andu
AN dnsrazaasaanszyiilaanigly azaseealyd dhelufl qul
ffurnmausnslinassuldidnn weludaydufinig waauwlasen
urha”mum%wﬂ"uaamﬁ‘uaoﬂmg‘fomo .
wisAfimsanusslvingnunnduninsssuaiiiudu

'l

wihaulnasdiuluaasiviannsemau wafdefiaudaluzasiyana uasdsdndanianen
MuAVEUaIWIINAlagNIN uaziitangrfinnsyaniaai Iﬁqnsfaamymmﬁgﬁaua’u tdANARY
thaduasavilasiulvaunardaatluiinu fanusauardaandaandetiaonane e
AMsyntIATnagvindunaiu dranrsanaaanly guiiiau uazanmisamIuIU 61 luszning
29l eeoco u

True or False?

1. Most Thais are followers of Buddhism and paying respect to T/F
icons and symbolic figures of holy spirits, which are parts of the religion.

2. Tiny female and male dolls are put inside to symbolize the T/F
wealth of the house owner.

3. The spirit house is usually placed at eye level of an average T/F
standing person and must face either north or south.

4. The spirit house symbolizes the abode of the Lord of the Land, T/F
a holy spirit who protects the dwellers from any unseen troubles.

5. The spirit house is known in Thai as “@atdn”. T/F
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Read the text and write a gist of the paragraph in Thai. Vocabulary for the written
Thai words is provided below.

Module 6 Lesson 5

Phra That Phnom of Nakorn Phanom Province has always been an emotionally
binding force for Buddhists on both banks of the Mekong River, Thais and Laotians.
Its symbolic importance is equal to that of Luang of Vientiane, Laos. Both stupas
were built in the same era of the Sri Khotaburana Kingdom, some 1,500 years ago.
Both stupas are believed to contain a piece of the Lord Buddha’s chest-bones. This
picture of the original Phra That Phnom before its collapse in 1975 is therefore a rare

historical record.

Phra That Phnom W51 WUN
Buddhists Wnse&iinau
Mekong River w19
Luang %8729

Vientiane u@AsIEIUNU
stupas &qu

era gA &ie

Sri Khotaburana @3 1AATYTUY
Kingdom s12a1ew1dns

Lord Buddha Ws¢WwnsLaN

chest-bones W3¥AIAGTI6H

original 2aWLAN WHausnase

collapse ¥inlAUAIUN

historical record 3N MIUsEIRAANT
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