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Religion Thai SOLT I
Objectives Module 6 Lesson 4

At the end of this lesson, the students will be able to talk about major religions in
Thailand. Under this Terminal Learning Objective, the students will be able to:

1. Discuss religion. This task will include:
* Describe different religious holidays
* Discuss major religions of the region
* Discuss religious beliefs
* Describe religious ceremonies
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Religions are a critical part of every country’s people and culture. To have a complete
understanding of any nationality, one must also understand their belief systems. Religion
is a critical and instrumental part in establishing moral code and standards of acceptable
behavior by which a society governs itself. In this lesson, you will learn about the major
forms of religion in Thailand. This presentation is only a brief overview of religious
beliefs. We encourage you to continue your study and understanding of religion in
Thailand during your tour there.

Tip of the Day
The Spirit of Bangkok

Fratarnanantidal is a spirit house where the guardian spirit of Bangkok resides.
Situated right across the road from the Temple of the Emerald Buddha in Bangkok. This
is the most important spirit of the city. Here at this shrine people come from far and
wide, from all walks of life to ask the great spirit to grant them a wish. If he fulfills their
wishes, they will hire a dance troupe to perform before him in gratitude.

Scenarios

An American officer and a Thai officer share the same office. The American officer,
John, is interested in Buddhism. He wants to know more about this religion, so he checks
with his Thai friend, Sompong.

John: au'lnagiruinnfiudadsurnnslaluuaiy

Sompong:  liefudiulvaifudamauinns Miudamaunduidiu mauasEs
Amamadain dug dnd uadfdandueia Afwdauduusiiy
NWIUUa 5

John: WuRuauInuAY lnagumnainaziiaansyadfisnvataialuusaiiiu
nsdeeanseaffiidlugiuniouasmaunnssianiansy

Sompong: ansanaiy ANAAIIAYRLTATUANENRUIANNEIFUINIINNAL

John: waIFasREaIMmIAaEASY agluAdauaaINTTHNEL6E
watlainiu

Sompong:  WuATMAEnarATY Baswindnudaisldinannmauwsvuaidn
8zAsU 13 unataatvInMmFUINTINalNUfiiGAuaunarailu
Ussiwel
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Exercise 1
According to the scenario above, answer the following questions in Thai.

o. aulnaulvuaiiudamauiasls

. deauiaylsineniinunnaunsiudiasing asanuanunauacing

0. AFUIWNE LATUANIWRNNAFUIaL ]S

aa

<. mMsymnmansegfidaindusdunienasamauinnsusailan

Exercise 2
Describe the major religions that are practiced in the U.S. and give approximate
percentages, if possible.

Exercise 3
Read the following conversation and answer the questions below in Thai.
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aulneatdtaluBasdednddnd luuasu
4 o o ' ) & an v a o & v & = ' o
B: wWadedu athvdunisaeaanszid linaluusnaiinuaalviilunatanda
aavtddI2avwinazgiaamsAInIuUnIa liAna Tty duilsedn
wazalidnmalnilasinlinnauluiinuagifiuiluga
uananiifiazlsdnaiu
aal o 1 o k4 s A ' ¥ o Sao S a v 1 aal
B: fidnunnunansuay Bastinuuddediaiiluind@na&nan'lanunanssunig

AFUILEY AutiilsadelSufinaylluatituudAiaiatanunatunsa

A a 4 ) o I ' o W
AuAuwziianazhaussinisadalaiiuseniiluagld vvauill

Y = o

sorhnusiaiadudsuenaunndin uananildfidasmsviumiaussdailses
aNnudaFasndtianduin sy
finnaneatne AR5 9

B: ATu arnaaulaTundonuazianlviwean

o. cuBaviiaulnaiazacdednaana

1o, ﬂuvL‘I/IEINﬂ'J']SJL?JBL‘SBOﬂ']QW‘S%ﬂuN SYSHRN AN DLNE

o. aulnafisnudiaFasiuusiels asanagune

o a ke - o o A ) al
<. uanntadAmanseiitazinnusuay aulnadoitialutsasaslsan
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Exercise 4 (Pair Work)

Find a partner. If your partner is of the same faith as yours, prepare a short statement to
describe your religious beliefs. If you are of different faiths, explain your beliefs to one
another.

Exercise 5
Listen to the instructor read a conversation and answer the following questions in Thai.

1. What are the religious holidays mentioned? (Write down at least three holidays)

2. What are three things that Thais do in these holidays?
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Exercise 6
Give a short presentation about your religious holiday and its celebration.

Tip of the Day

Buddhism teaches that one's life does not begin with birth and end with death but is a link
in a chain of lives, each conditioned by volitional acts (karma) committed in previous
existences. The concept of karma, the law of cause and effect, suggests that selfishness
and craving result in suffering. Conversely, compassion and love bring happiness and
well-being.

Exercise 7
Read the following text and answer the questions below in Thai.

'
=]

Wiamamiuaiaasy we Husysal Adadiuaiagival avsasfinnusufntaui
azAsanY wardIndngusalliedniusdaiauidinnuaselulaniiduly
saasualsi1eg deasiinanngu nna aMsuawsyasiilunis¥nenalsuaiviag

a

i lvinuwldgniend Wadadulaasnaud fiazinuazinean'ly s (suuw

0%

T@wn'lduannaneitudavialemaananfzanduinly "awma" Asaeuuiy
2a9auinaTaairldfasdanauium o Yu Gannfugndu Juiiavinisvihaiaua
HNURLTNUN TauM Tnunuia daldy dssnaATasuasnaienuiuiiumu
Wunasene 9 dunaaedederiioiianeian ueiusiarianmnas tddansaianas
gludaomeinaang meadudamines Jdumiuasy < 41 Muiaasiontih 6y
marmuRinTIvNal finhAazdesuarudvinaiyumaiuvinuas  daugotu u
Juwrd wafazussdunfiauiuvinaiyuia whamuwit 1as 1es U117 &
aanly g1 wiau wiansrevmaananaldiawadeiniaviakilnasasuasuia Ay
ouzun Tudd Wunsugaeanuiudduruudizelasasaslviung masules uad
azilasldaaaildaned wazns1uad o nu anaeanliigliisurainaridrua

UFTWUN
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Exercise7 (continued)

o al

o. REMvAEUNTIna1AvAaRaayls

na

b. "’anu"Aaasls nsanadun

A o

o. JugnduAaiuagls wnvinaglsdudneluiui

<. Wwummanvinaylsduiine asanasunasy 4

83



Religion Thai SOLT |
Introduction Module 6 Lesson 4

84



Religion Thai SOLT |
Introduction Module 6 Lesson 4

Exercise 8
Describe a ceremony from your religion.
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Thai SOLT I

Grammar Notes

lllaul-‘aﬁlll

It is a conjunction which means " . . . as, like . . .

Example: L2NvinaeNINAUNG
LNvinaNaLeNNNLan
HnauliaAasdgiifanatnenagay

Exercise
Translate the following into Thai.

1. I want you to do as I tell you to.

Module 6 Lesson 4

= He did as you told him to.

He did like I told him to.
Students did not do as the
teacher told them to.

2. You don't need to do like I tell you.

3. The children don't want to do like the parents tell them to.

4. He did not do like he promised.
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AU to prostrate oneself. The palms are pressed

together and the hands rest on the floor;
the forehead rests against the hands.
ULIULN procession
11U & A1 the 8th day of the waxing moon
iU o AN the 15th day of the waxing moon
AuLila belief
Aday teaching

to be devout

LAY (A&U1)
LN

spirit guardian of a land

AIAUUN next life, rebirth

ANAU community

\ia to believe

fraLdin original

aan'ly flower

AaUAT evening

ANUIAS to give food to a monk in the morning, put
food into a monk's bowl.

SRS to attain enlightenment (of Buddha), to
know (colloq.)

vinuey to make merit

nnad suffering, unhappiness

LN angel

LWLAN god

VABIY candle

6560556 Threshold

g incense, joss stick

fludia to respect, to follow a religion

UNUG holy water

{inng sect

N to wear (lower garment, e.g. trousers)

UL to relieve, alleviate, reduce, lessen

1% (U1A, W) to be ordained

un sin

QT merit

12" to worship

Unilay to protect

UH1i6 to do, perform

Usege to be born (royal term)
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U5uan philosophy

Usfinwwau to die (Buddha only)

Hualszan regularly

R ghost, spirit

LN EILLING to spread, disseminate

Wse (99) monk, priest

NWIENNELAN Buddha

WaNssU religious ceremony

wWatneu (Wsssu)

to hear a sermon

U

human being

URAN Muslim

UIN & A1 the 8th day of the waning moon

UsH @& AN the 15th day of the waning moon

and ideology, -ism, cult

dndueia confucianism

JULIWTTEN Buddhist lent

Jayana soul, spirit

VeuLAsY to walk around the chapel in a temple
compound with flowers, a lit candle and
incenses in one's palms on a major
religious holidays, e.g. Visakha Puja Day

Andana sacred

Aansend spirit house

ARAN religion leader

AU religion

GAIGERY to promote

grulval majority

f9dnsdna secred thing

Gl to be happy

%U time, occasion

Wfiay to step on

audie to approve

pRRR power

219 to cite, claim, refer to

ANEWA influence

attfuiluga to live happily
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Buddhism

Buddhism, the great eastern religion founded by the Indian Prince Siddhartha
Gautama 600 years before the birth of Christ, first appeared in Thailand during the 3rd
century B.C. in the area of the present day provincial capital Nakhon Pathom. Once
established, it proved such a durable and pervasive force that some ethnic groups who
migrated into that area during the Dvaravati period readily adopted it as their state
religion.

At its inception, Buddhism had been a reaction against Brahmanism, eschewing
Brahmanism's emphasis on caste and dogma regarding sacrifice and ritual. At the same
time, it modified Brahmanic concepts of karma and rebirth.

After its introduction into Thailand, Buddhism gained wide acceptance because
its emphasis on tolerance and individual initiative complemented the Thais' cherished
sense of inner freedom. Fundamentally, Buddhism is an empirical way of life. Free of
dogma, it is a flexible moral, ethical, and philosophical framework within which people
find room to fashion their own salvation.

Buddhism has become the primary and state religion. Through the centuries
Buddhism has been the main driving force in Thai cultural development. Much of
classical Thai art, particularly architecture, sculpture, painting, and early literature, is
really Buddhist art. Then, as now, Buddhism colored everyday Thai life.

Mahayana Buddhists

Mahayana Buddhists are found primarily among Thailand's ethnic Chinese and
Vietnamese. There are some 21 major Chinese monasteries and 25 meeting halls.
Mahayana monks are easily distinguished from Theravada monks by their orange jackets
and trousers. Strict vegetarians, they eat only food prepared by their monasteries and are
not required to be celibate. Their daily routine is concerned with elaborate rituals and
with preparation for the funerals and burials over which they preside. Vietnamese monks
are found in 13 major monasteries. Though dressed like the Chinese monks, they are no
subject to special dietary regulations and make daily morning food collections.

Muslims

Muslims comprise Thailand's largest religious minority and are concentrated
mainly in the southernmost provinces of Narathiwat, Pattnai, Yala and Satun. Islam is
said to have been introduced to the Malay Peninsula by Arab traders and adventurers
during the 13th century. Most Thai Muslims are of Malay descent, reflecting the
common cultural heritage Thailand's southernmost provinces share with Malaysia.

In some southern provinces where the Muslim population is substantial,
government-employed Muslims are allowed to leave for important Muslim festivals and
allowed to work half-days on Friday, the Muslim holy day. In such provinces family and
inheritance cases are judged according to Koranic law with a Muslim religious judge or
"kadi", sitting on the bench. In addition, one four months' leave with full salary is also
granted to allow an employee to make the Haj, the pilgrimage to Mecca.
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Christians

European missionaries introduced Christianity to Thailand in the 16th and 17th
centuries. These early Catholic missionaries were later joined by Protestants of the
Presbyterian, Baptist, and Seventh-Day Adventist sects. Their converts mainly came
from ethnic minorities such as the immigrant Chinese. Despite the small number of Thai
converts, Christians have made several major contributions in the fields of health and
education. Christians introduced Western surgery, made the first smallpox vaccinations,
trained the first doctors in Western medicine, and wrote the first Thai-English
dictionaries. Thailand's Christian population is estimated at 0.5% of the total.

Hindus and Sikhs

The approximately 20,000 Indians residing in Thailand are almost equally divided
between Hindus and Sikhs. The Hindu community is mostly concentrated in Bangkok,
where it worships at four main Hindu temples. There are also several Brahman shrines at
which Hindus and Buddhists similarly worship. The Hindus operate their own school
where the curriculum is based on the Thai education system, though in addition to Thai it
teaches Hindi, Sanskrit, and English.

The Sikhs, too, are concentrated mainly in Bangkok. Divided into two sects, they
worship at two different temples. Collectively, the Sikhs operate a free school for poor
children, regardless of caste, creed, or religion, and through several charitable
associations they support the aged and the sick.

Wat (ia)

The "wat" is the focal point of the village, symbolizing the Buddhist religion and
also acting as the major unifying element, particularly during festivals and merit-making
ceremonies when it also becomes a social center for young and old alike. Abbots and
senior monks frequently enjoy more prestige and moral persuasion than the village head,
and in times of personal crisis they are often the first whose advice is sought. Within the
"wat" the abbot has absolute administrative, clerical, custodial, disciplinary, and spiritual
responsibilities, and they determine the monastery's relationship with the village. If an
abbot is scholar, meditative, and retiring, the monastery is unlikely to concern itself much
with mundane village affairs. On the other hand, if one is a dynamic personality he may
make the "wat" a community center with a subtle but powerful influence on social action.

Ordination (AN5U2AUA)

Most young Thai men enter the monkhood for spiritual training and to gain merit
for themselves and their parents. A man who has not been ordained is not considered a
mature adult. Accompanied by music, a nak, a young man called during ordination
ceremony, leads the procession from home to the temple. His relatives and friends dance
to the music in a festive mood. A nak is ordained in the ordination hall, attended by all
monks in the temple. The nak changes his white gown for a saffron robe.
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Visakha Puja (Yu3d@aya)

It is the year's greatest religious holiday, which commemorates the Buddha's birth,
enlightenment, and death. It comes during seeding and ploughing. Village elders attend
temple celebrations and sermons during the day, while those who have been working all
day in the fields return at dusk to join the solemn candle or torchlit procession that
circumambulates the monastery chapel three times. Each person carries flowers, three
glowing incense sticks, and a lighted candle in silent homage to the Buddha, his teaching
and his disciples.

Buddhist Lent (120W5511)

Shortly after transplanting is completed, usually towards the end of May, the first
of the annual monsoon rains arrive to inundate farmland. Daily rainfall replenishes the
fields and while the rice is growing much of the family's time is taken up with Rains
Retreat observances.

During this annual three-month period (W55%1), Buddhist monks are required to
remain in their monasteries overnight, a tradition which predates Buddhism. In ancient
India, all holy men, mendicants and sage spent three months of the rainy season in
permanent swellings, thus avoiding unnecessary travel during the period when crops were
still new for fear they might accidentally tread on young plants. In deference to popular
opinion, the Buddha decreed that his followers should also abide by this tradition.
W3 represents a time of renewed spiritual vigour. The monk meditates more, studies
more, and teaches more. Laymen, too, traditionally endeavor to be more conscientious,
perhaps abstaining from liquor and cigarettes and giving extra financial and physical
support to local monasteries. It is also ordinarily the season for temporary ordinations.
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Activity 1
Using the following words, ask your partner about his/her religion. You may use several
words together in one sentence.

@MU JudAgynieaaun NEMWAIRUY  AI&AN AFauUaIAIFUN
fina ANuLiia fednAans vinugy TR}l
Wotned  angwa Y ik Juaunal

Activity 2 (Pair Work)
Ask and answer each other what religious holidays you or your family celebrates. What
do you do on these holidays?

Activity 3 (Pair Work)
Ask and answer each other what religious belief you or your family believe in and give
the reason to support it.

Activity 4
Listen as the instructor reads the following passage and answer the questions in Thai.

o. NuaAnayls

. Awiufauraniieg g1 win'ls

. ldnadauuuvinls

<. Tavuiszanavin'ls
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Activity 5 (Pair Work)

One student will choose his favorite religious holiday, and then give his partner the
details about this holiday without telling him what the name of the holiday. Let him
guess. Switch role.

Activity 6 (Pair Work)
The following is an excerpt from a magazine. Read and tell your partner in Thai about
the details you have read. Switch roles.

As the capital of Tibet sometimes called the "Roof of the World", Lhasa stands on
a fertile plain in the Himalayan Mountains, about 3,650 meters above sea-level,
surrounded by barren hills. Although Lhasa was founded about 400 A.D., the city had
little contact with the outside world because of its geographical isolation. Visits from
outsiders were discouraged and Lhasa was called the "Forbidden City". Few Westerners
ever saw it until the 20th century.

The Buddhist religion reached Tibet in 750 A.D. It was altered by local beliefs
and took on a form called Lamaism. Until quite recently, the Dalai Lama was the ruler
on the country and the head of its religion. He resided in the Potala or the Red Palace, an
enormous nine-story building set on a hill overlooking the city. The Potala also included
government offices, monk's quarter, and the tombs of past Dalai Lamas. In an open
square in the center of the city is the Jokhang Temple is the most sacred shrine in Tibet.
Inside is a life-size golden image of the Buddha.

93



Religion Thai SOLT I
Application Activities Module 6 Lesson 4

Activity 7
Read the following text and summarize.
wyweifanutadafuasraadofunnnguandiusinaaandagaiud
dnAdnsuaraansafinsaduaiunauniiasssunéls saniunuourIigIuay
he'lnalnausiafiugviaanurunfunaailuigdaaannman vaie 9
wivdasanuaznuaILnasAudetiaduinnslldeaaanazaunsadnsa
wavlnadaduarunadnfdanslauniias
anudadaduaasipuluaaiaidanyiuaandaelafidudedu ausy
szuuaNdaennsAauwarAmau duguiuaacau UsugiAdduszuu
Snsnanfiwstauniuwnunarvuaslanuazaaniznfaga 1 uiafnuadnnin
sanaaavduANUtiaduluviasdy defuinSonunisdaidanaanniifiaim
suunsavlanninsasnluusnaladidasuaznnsdiuildausaniuay

dnAanilvinaaflumausanuddgyuasnuy
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Activity 1
Circulate around the classroom and ask your classmates which is their favorite religious
practice from Thailand. Ask for details.

Activity 2 (Pair Work)
Tell each other what is the true meaning of Christmas and describe how it is observed in
your family.

Activity 3 (Pair Work)
Talk to each other about what you do in your family during Easter and what you used to
do when you were a child.

Activity 4 (Pair Work)

Write a list of things you plan to do for a particular religious holiday, without giving
away what holiday it is. Exchange the list with a partner and guess what each other’s
celebration is about.

Activity 5
Read the following text and answer the following questions in Thai

v{tﬁums}mm@ﬂmmeﬁ'a‘mﬁamsd'\ Ssnanmsandtuaasanniizauleneaa
AINUYINAaINTENNEIUTuTIaL 2 avAIAT Lw'swmﬂu"i’uuqgﬁwﬁmﬂmaommaa"u
(Eid ul-Adha) giiuianisalnalleadl weswnagliuunsadnlssfrgiu (3avag
agwin TuFondaunddu mearanavaavdssinalegnszanbesia assguilulvg
atvlingautial nilnsuadiuluivhiniuiruundugiingid aWdu agaldin
W5 Wrata'law ﬁoﬁoagi“luﬂ'lﬁan'\y'ﬂm’m@u"iutﬁmf'fuﬁ'j'l aaTulufinienaznau
Tanaysndwsewnsgdiiuunssaniiy 2 avAtladioulivay uagazdiadtauninvitans
avsdiutaswanualunuinnatnalunisdnasasuay

wWinL Taaunaduaa 2nan 218N yedszardhAgauuasdwaidigaiu na1In A&
ffu'ledjiagsatdguaannidinsdnandulungaaunaulssinddongu1viagse Awng
Tiusnamuninnsewnss

o. Fsuadnadgauvinagls
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b. virludsuadwndaanudvlerzaanisnseringenaln

o. dfnsamadndulunjsaausauissinddvnguiauaasls

<. FsuadWmfigaunnasaudaiduaiunialan

Activity 6
Listen as the instructor reads the following paragraph and answer the questions in Thai.

o. finsdunuazls  Alnu

lo. ﬁmsﬂ"uwnﬁmmLfTJu:hmuL‘vh"Ls

> al

0. &onAunwudiangaggludanissunivinls

. msaunuaseiiianudrdusaayisiuatnieunn
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Activity 1 (Pair Work)
Describe your favorite religious holiday to your partner. Switch role.

Activity 2
Explain the rituals performed during a wedding ceremony of your choice: Buddhist,
Catholic, Islamic, etc.

Activity 3
Listen to the following paragraph and answer the questions below.

®. AANTTUNLAXAL1ISVNIY Mnn. leadndu

b. FnUszRvAlunIsInAaasls

Activity 4
Read the following text and answer the questions below.

naiamdnesdunassllidniusensusdaiuiusdoviatlinsdausuilntuag
aulve dodu Wiatusgsnrudiduiuillntizadlng  uaduiiaduagludiasinatay

LifidhusinazlsAuiudonany wnsddaudlagoiasuliaynauiusuisely

o
o =2

Juduillwivasruanfdu wiawinseeiuduillviuasdsgainiasAany dorduya&u

venauanlafain Jud 1 yssanvasnntlifluiuduillutvasdaain sHuiuiissanu

audalisuisvlafiviavaasiulusauiliviniu Aajuadalasuas Juddadgan asiu

diadaanladiivuaiudutllnilviuaussauadn S9dain Liaugnalidnou
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Activity 4 (continued)

AenAuTuduillv Widnagilusuduillniigteiniuaasdsain vianasaaunau

' °
a @ <

Aeu vinuufiyuialdna1n'liin "uaralaiifaunuurunguay  dotuian Aag
naneflusdiundlsaacaunauiudria”  Jusensrusiiuiuduiliviaae Aaurdude
A asvnaNglatAmAasAuussaygaNWILaas 9 ludluriauld srusuyadu

AANTITNIULIAIANNAUA UIaNULRANARAY LazgHuagundguIuluiu dunan

o. AFUIaLlsinandlusasi

0%

b. AdAnaaeiauTaviNiTudamaurtivinayls

o. waNanliaulitAaayls
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