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Current News Thai SOLT II
Objectives Module 10 Lesson 2

At the end of the lesson, the students will be able to discuss current news information.
Under this Terminal Learning Objective, the students will be able to:

1. Discuss current news. This task will include:
* Discuss the articles in the newspapers and magazines in the TR
* Discuss the quality of the newspapers and magazines in the TR
* Compare life from yesterday to today
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Tip of the Day

The next day newspapers come out at 6 p.m. the day before and they are called
“nilgdaNuwaiiuing”. The average price of daily newspapers is B8 a copy (40
pages).

Exercise 1
The article below is an editorial about the community college the government is trying to
set up. What is the main concern of the writer?
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Exercise 2
Read a description of each newspaper and decide what sections these newspapers have in
common.
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Exercise 3
Scan the newspapers list in the previous exercise again and single out the weekly
newspapers.

Exercise 4
Match the news excerpts with the appropriate headlines provided in the table.
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Current News Thait SOLT 11
Introduction Module 10 Lesson 2

(Exercise 4 continued)
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Exercise 5
Study the headlines taken from the previous exercise again, and guess which column each
news item belongs in.
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Exercise 6

The following article presents different aspects of Thai participation in the worldwide
pastime of soccer. Read the article, and identify the issues discussed other than the key
stories about soccer. What twists does the news take on the event? Discuss your findings
as a class.
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(Exercise 6 continued)
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Tip of the Day

The most reliable newspaper which presents objective news is &uu55. This newspaper
has the most political news and rarely covers crimes like the rest of the newspapers. It
is famous for thoughtful editorial.
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Exercise 7 (Group Work)

Below are two articles presenting the same event, the Conflict at Thai Airways
International. Work in groups of four; one pair will read the first article; the other pair
will read the second article. Compare the information you find in the two — which is more
complete, which has more detail, which has least bias?
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Compare life from vesterday to today

Somsak is describing to Peter what life used to be like in Thailand.

asowmwdia <o finau aeinufoGaunisdaduisanagiu uansroanideniinn Mde newmwafinaaadng
wning S laggzann aursvlsamalvaiein du niaaiuaan $iadsvariulisedy mauwinugdl
afnladadhonniudl nuray desaseldisedau wwnzlaaaduninsawd soseinazuaurnqunuldeuainaas
amAusans Lifdayvuaie wngbifisaous vialsenuaaaunssuannniiay @ed anwad widwaia
aafu fn wa'll wrldauviniiigaen adsziraadaad uanwiviglirasaglsuatuatad 61060
aanlilifignene Fonde winalndquarifasiuvisuiniegasan duflumihvinunAagsiuzrniu launne 6
w19 Mwanaviuauanldnadlulaauan Sufintdaoanadnds uau nduWnkaueINIaIINATIaw dIuna

weitilunwiddegaymnatlannzuun vaslnaatnainduanaazen

33



Current News Thait SOLT 11
Introduction Module 10 Lesson 2

Exercise 8

Read the passage on the previous page and discuss with your instructor how life has
changed in Thailand. What are the consequences of these changes to the social
structures?

Exercise 9
What invention of the second half of the 20th century could you absolutely not do
without? Explain why.
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No new grammar has been introduced.
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Current News

Thai SOLT IT

Vocabulary

Module 10 Lesson 2

(nduundv) nua9

(arrived) just now

NIARA marketing
NMSMEnTULa gambling on football
uin'lys to move busily

22975¢8n souvenirs

(212) duLii entertainment

2M8a a rumor

2Nna NSl current news

il to side with ownself
AN ALLEN conflict

ANUAIANTY expectation

ANNALKIN progression

AaANY column

AARNTY football fans

@139 lylic

ML/ VINUDILNAY rthythm

SushauAu to have a heart-to-heart talk
anddnaglulaauau to get (be) stuck in the mud
anen an alias, assumed name
faunsan not to respect an old person
neag to come in succession

v to provoke, to defy

e tnlibe a dancer’s posture

vudio Prime Minister’s Office
UG National Football League
finLag football player
TATnenlsiiag prisoner of state

9nJnnIg a scholar, an academic
unARil dramatic art

umiIansai commentaries

unudane increasing
LLIWTTALLLIIWIN to give to favoritism

lan to remove (e.g. from a position)
Hutfuwu a stake

pluga TnUaLn an innocent

U315 administrator, executives
W5UN35U the victim

Mwanmal image

AMsynildu debt burden
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Thai SOLT II

Vocabulary Module 10 Lesson 2
UTANNIITIRIUTTTU heritage
naAH pollution
Sudunaa to inherit
Gavliasy absurd, nonsense
[dlagl to end up, to conclude
anAlsEan a regular customer
TOUUETTU culture
Inenmsada i technology
Jun an indication, a sign
AnGies dignity
FRITTL century
Amihang heated argument
RCE Ry to stretch as far as the eye can see
ANAIWUTINY labor union
fanAdav to be in line with, to conform with
GRIGL united, unity
smldffuuasiu to expose each other’s evil
JUNIETH aesthetic
gusiacing to prepare a questionnaire
el to diminish
wihta to be satisfied
a2a1in a granary
nane ol identity
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Thai newspapers are famous for their use of slang. It is very difficult for non-Thai
readers if you are not familiar with ‘newspaper language’. You need to know the cultural
background of the news or persons who are involved in the news. For example, for the
word ‘football’ the Thais will transliterate the word ‘Weuaa’, the word for ‘football
player’ they will use ‘dntee’ which literally means ‘the kicker’, the football competition
will be referred to as ‘@nmIawav’ literally ‘war of shin duel’ or ‘to compete in football
playing’. In the political news, they will call a high ranking politician with the word “fin’
followed by the person’s name or nickname, e.g. ‘finanw’ being referred to the former
prime minister Chuan Leekpai, ‘findy’ being referred to General Chavalit Yongchaiyut,
etc. You might see a lot of words referring to the groups of people, for example: ‘WIN&
ANA/khaki color group = police force’ or ‘WIn&LAe1d/green color group = Army’. The
newspapers that use this type of language are usually called ‘utla&aRuwaILIY’

(a daily publication specifically targeted to the common folk in the country). This type of
newspaper usually reports the crime news on their first page and the stories and pictures
are vivid and more dramatic.

For the beginning learners of Thai, to be able to understand even a small part of the news,
it requires more than looking up unknown words in the dictionary. Background
knowledge as well as the familiarity with slang is the most important key to mastering the
task.
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Activity 1

The two articles below report the same piece of news. Read them; then compare how
they presented the information and note any difference between the two. Look for any
bias and be prepared to explain them.
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Activity 2 (Group Work)
You have to vote to select a newspaper for the best US newspaper award. Each student
will nominate his favorite newspaper for the award. Then discuss the nominees and vote.

Activity 3 (Class Work)
Do a survey to find out what are the most popular magazines in your class. Then discuss
the results.

Activity 4
Listen to the following article and write about what the writer is concerned about.

Activity 5 (Pair Work)
You are sent back in time to the 1800s. What would your military training be like?
Make comparisons with the training you have been receiving.
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Activity 1 (Group Work)

Below you will find three different articles on the same subject. Working in teams of
three, read the articles and identify the most common thread. Once you have identified
the similarities, find the differences; each member of your team will take an article,
summarize it, and argue the merits presented in your article to your teammates. As a
group, arrive at a common conclusion based on your argument. Each group will share its
findings with the class.
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(3) wilRanuW ian19aiu aulssaniun & fuenau b&ce
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Activity 2 (Pair Work)

The article below is about Burmese students who seized their own embassy in Bangkok,
demanding their government free prisoners of the state. Read the article, and discuss it
with a partner.
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Activity 2 (continued)
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Activity 3
Each student will state his favorite news magazine and explain what feature(s) he looks
for in a news magazine.

43



Current News Thai SOLT 11
Skill Enhancement Activities Module 10 Lesson 2

Activity 4 (Group Work)

Now it is your turn to write the news. Each student in your class will choose a news
article from your local newspapers and write a news brief in Thai to accompany it. Your
story should be at least two minutes long in verbal presentation. Students will brief their
stories to the class.

Example 1:

IUAUKEIDIUNTIN & AU WIANENLA 0,lbD& ;000 LA
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b&da AU e9.c0 U 1
fruaund dnatfias Ivnie
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2AINRI
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UWFITWA &319 AUWINTIN 5 Au EINNNEIARTuaaInNAWNaale
gnAunu
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Example 2:

Wan1sdgiavusiunislsiulsuaiugyinssy
AN UEITIALUAILNA
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Activity 5

This article is excerpted from an editorial of a Thai Post newspaper dated August 29,
2001. What are the main points presented in this article? Who is the target audience for
the article? What do you think is the attitude of the article? Discuss your findings as a
class.

Aedhessunauandsinga Wadnihaasudinawinls dgvasfasaseanu uauludoaudasdotiunnduvingdu gavinananedu
Fasan'ldiuuaziu wialif 1ularsfedudnaaunsanging nseisanaaudassassaludurtazlsuiae deyan nsevindseiaani

uAgusIN viunaeaaunsalihudiasisuilugasiaiu sufianulauasainddings

uflassunadssmainlifiutionssautonin Susuwtiomind walafedfiasnnsvin mihiuangian demdaiasasautiad dade
uazgauiulale vassvnguung dadud seuivanuaianivzadsuiainazhauatlyniasegiavinaianisandu aassgan
asay Aunsaaaziuaadinimasinning Naziludanielasensiilay asenigulvidudszanuslisa g asiu S5u1afeans

walanivsansuany dauiu daiduauusiuansioine flddaiuiinanediassnduininmaasgihoded

suauduriugasanuliviusia Titayari Livfiauduununiswsaulams dluwin nswamenisifas gavinaldladdeladviimein
winliidasaldfaddandozinan

Waaginanstnuuaranudame fusuantlagiulssanuudeusanus Tanhifl lassissuaasiufintavaldvinauivna
sovdunuauinaonaviala adels
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Activity 1

Look back over the articles presented in this lesson. Choose any topic, and research the
most current information available on it. Write a one-page report on the most current
information.

Activity 2

Read the article below about dramatic arts in Thailand. Use it as a guideline to write your
own article about some type of Western entertainment that you would introduce to the
Target Region.

wgAail udaliausssuaranile Nudadoanuiiumnéiiasysadas
2a9'lNne 151 ANUIAINADIVINIEAFIONIIWICURLVINTUDILWRY ARAAIU
ASUAAIRAAINN UUNLFILUNLATAN VTN wazeFaoLiluaiin dralwe
s durnugunauy laanansuguniass wazsiinaisualaaaaanuly
funisuang ugAaillnafoilu andnwaiatnndonasad duusannie
Yausssuiiy e a0 ene laanananlily auadsienzuisnaiaasaula

o 4

Sudunan wazdn'lidudsadiuasnndlnadu'ly
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Activity 3
Look at the table of content of the newspaper “amaa~ below and decide which articles you
would like to read. Be prepared to explain why.

aonund 3
unuh

AJaLU

19728U

ouifia

ndnmna

ans

msnu

msoann

fil

013UssINA

IAsE3fia

nsidaa

Y T T T AT T T T T T

ASSEUY | A0HLNE

Activity 4
Prepare a presentation to give to a group of Thai soldiers about the quality of newspapers
and magazines in the US.
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