Thai SOLT II

Module 10 Lesson 1

Current Events



Current Events Thai SOLT II
Objectives Module 10 Lesson 1

At the end of this lesson, the students will be able to discuss current events. Under this
Terminal Learning Objective, the students will be able to:

1. Discuss current events. This task will include:
* Discuss the employment situation
* Discuss politicians
* Discuss political issues
* Discuss military actions
* Discuss US relations with the TR
* Discuss US domestic and foreign policy
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Tip of the Day
Disasters make the best news according to some TV reporters. The worse the disaster the
better the news, say some reporters.

Exercise 1

Read the following passage and summarize.
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Exercise 2
Listen to the instructor read the following paragraph and answer the questions below.

e. ASUANTIAMINULASULIIANNEITNIBRSIBTuN L aLAaAuagls
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Exercise 3
Discuss the current unemployment in the US and compare the situation in your country
with what is described in the text above.

Tip of the Day
At the height of European colonialism in the mid nineteenth century, survival as an
independent nation was the preoccupation of Siam's conduct of foreign policy.
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Exercise 4
Listen to the instructor read the following passage and answer the questions.

a. wanFsuueslidunuaifonsdiayls
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Exercise 5
Discuss prominent American politicians both historical and current. Explain how they
marked their time and/or their current impact on the political scene.

Exercise 6
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.
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Exercise 7
Listen as the instructor reads the following passage and answer the questions.

0. NIaasINEdIANNFNRUSTEUIN INEAUENSFINaNSIFIATIN TaNATITIdIA N
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Exercise 8
With your instructor, comment on the U.S. domestic and foreign policy.
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No new grammar has been introduced.
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NAGU to pressure

ns¥NU to have an impact on

N5 RLLEN conflict

A1swinfacinvilsedia deliberate attack

nsUjidnstiauemvainid

air interdiction (Al)

AR AANSINTALALANUNTAUNIIGA

Cooperation Afloat Readiness and
Training - CARAT 2001

asflaunsadumeainiaiacge

High Altitude Low Opening (HALO)

Asiananluily sniper

2AaL1AR39 fact

Yassd summary

a1811l&n wholesale

VUG K retail

AaAIUFINIGA ability

udiownse strong

AaNuLTlusssy justice, fairness

ANATAY to protect

Tan spokesperson

o) Sif to reimburse, repay

24112 to be drowsy, dull, listless, dejected
2iausu to hold maneuvers

Al index

AMURIGY respectively

\day illegal

LLaay to announce

UnAduIas tourist

el broker

faNan&InNITU industrial settlement

UITNAF U standard

UHiiGnsans combat operation

Usziiiuna to assess

Usyanuiu to coordinate

udsgsu to preside over a ceremony
Hudseifinsal record-breaking, unprecedented
NRANWED result

K1y w1N1TNUITLIR Commander in Chief, Royal Thai Navy
WHNIUFINS administrative clerk
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Win Uy accounting clerk

Wusnsol obligation

Lﬁuwu to increase

Ay to revive

2dinA region

URIJUNT ocean

Fsuueddsyiradriinulany Minister of The Prime Minister's Office
FIUNN to gather

Fa9a8UA Deputy Director-General

saunna to complain

575U smooth

fgrviay to reflect

fanistvAuiiy chain of command

Anadsyiaai benefit

ﬁuﬂ 2 to end

LAY just like, just the same as

nilju debt

UK to deceive

dlaaus mine (of ore)

AU G minister, esp. one who is the head of a
legation

adud Director-General

AUGULTA first

aFIMZUNTWE realty

atnviumiy immediately

a2 such as, for example

AREINNIIY industry

alassm obstacle
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Thai Foreign Policy in the global context

Back in 1986, when the Cold War was still very much a reality, Thailand, at the
United Nations, called for "a new world order of peace and justice". A few years later,
the world did indeed change, the Cold War ended and the President of the United States
came to the fore front and also called for " a new world order".

Now in the 1990's, Thailand has continued to be active in the international arena.
Whenever appropriate, Thailand would serve as a peacemaker and a bridge between two
or more adversaries. Thailand continues to be a firm supporter of the United Nations.
Thailand has been one of the early advocates of United Nations' role in preventive
diplomacy. Realizing that preventive diplomacy cannot work without timely and
accurate information with analysis on global situations, Thailand, again back in 1986,
called for the creation of "an early warning system" for the United Nations. Such a
system is now high on the United Nations Secretary-General's agenda. In addition,
Thailand has contributed military as well as civilian personnels to the United Nations
peace-keeping operations around the world, including Namibia, Irag/Kuwait, and closer
to home, Cambodia. Indeed, several battalions of the military engineers risked their lives
to clear the minefields, placed by warring factions inside Cambodia, to safeguard lives,
peace and opportunities for infrastructural developments of Cambodia.

11
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Activity 1
Read and summarize the following news about the employment situation in the U.S., then
report to the class in Thai.

The unemployment rate came in at 4.5 percent in July, unchanged from June, while
employers cut 42,000 jobs outside the farm sector last month, compared with a revised
loss 0f 93,000 jobs in June, the Labor Department reported.

Separately Friday, the National Association of Purchasing Management (NAPM) said its
monthly non-manufacturing index fell to 48.9 in July from 52.1 in June, further evidence
of'a down economy.

Any reading below 50 suggests activity shrank in the services sector, which includes
everything from transportation to legal and financial services. The non-manufacturing
index also fell below 50 in May and April.

While the unemployment report was a bit better than expected — analysts had forecast
unemployment would rise to 4.6 percent and 50,000 jobs would be lost — it still pointed to
overall weakness and means the Federal Reserve remains likely to cut interest rates again
later this month.

"It's way too premature to talk about a recovery," Tucker Anthony chief economist
Kathleen Camilli said.

"It's not as bad as we thought, but it's still going in the wrong direction," David Orr, chief
economist at First Union Corp., told Reuters Friday.

Manufacturing, the hardest hit sector in the recent economic slowdown, shed 49,000 jobs
in July, less than half the losses in each month in the second quarter, the department said.
The sector has lost 837,000 jobs over the last year.

Activity 2
Read the following passage and summarize.

dasninvnudiludogailulseifinisal
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Activity 3
The following is the speech of President Clinton during his visit to Thailand. You are to
translate it into Thai and report to the class.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Dr. Thienchay Dr. Kasem; to the students
and faculty who are here; citizens of Thailand; my fellow Americans. Especially I would
like to thank the glee club who sang. They did a marvelous job. Thank you very much
for your music.

I wanted to visit Thailand for quite some time now, but I am especially glad to be able to
join you in this historic year as we celebrate the life and work of His Majesty the King.
The close ties between our two nations go back to 1833, when America signed a treaty of
amity and commerce with the Kingdom of Siam. Those early bonds of friendship have
endured the test of time; anchored by our security alliance, strengthened through our
comradeship in Korea, in Vietnam; kept sharp and ready through Cobra Gold, the largest
exercise involving United States forces anywhere in Asia.

13
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Activity 4
Group Activity: Discuss the relation between the U.S. and Thailand.

Activity 5
Read the following passage and answer the questions below.
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0. NauaInIsUsERUiatfaunsngANiiuIAaasls

b. eNTFITuYInLdauIIsiianuaylsing

o, AnlsvadAnaInIsiaiinisuisussuununsidaasls

Activity 6
Listen as the instructor reads the following paragraph and answer the questions below.

e. Favadinssenvindadaniayls

. N&NFIUAGITIANLTaLs0

m. afudnsunisaaniuletiianlas thadduravasls
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Activity 7
Render the following into English.
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Activity 1

Class activity. Assume the persona of a well-known politician. Talk about your life and
your accomplishments to the class, without mentioning your name. The rest of the class
has to guess who you are.

Activity 2

Group activity. You are back in November 17, 2000, 10 days after the elections for the
43" US President took place, and it still isn’t clear who, between George W. Bush and Al
Gore, will move to the White House. Your instructor will divide your group into
Democrats and Republicans arbitrarily. Discuss the political issues that were brought up
by this election, keeping in mind the political affiliation that was assigned to you. Argue
for or against a change in the Constitution to abolish the Electoral College.

Activity 3

Group activity. You are experts in Thai politics and you want to convince the new US
president about the importance of strengthening ties with Thailand. Make a list of
arguments detailing why and how US foreign policy should be targeted to Thailand.

Activity 4

Group activity. Choose a current armed conflict and discuss whether the US is involved
(directly or indirectly) in solving it or not. Give your opinion as to whether you support
the US policy in this particular case and explain your reasons.

Activity 5

Group activity. Y our assignment is to research and collect data on recent / current U.S.
military actions in Asia. Prepare enough information to conduct a ten-minute briefing in
Thai on your topic to your classmates. Include any graphs, maps, statistics, images or
photographs you find during your research. Your classmates will take notes on your
presentation, and will have an opportunity to ask you questions.

Activity 6
Read and summarize the following paragraph.

NMTENTgNINAdansunIg v "dfiidn1s unarua nasy 00-3"
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wa.nJaude araiiavvd wivinaan 3 ludszsrulundidanisafansusiu
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Activity 7
Listen as the instructor reads the following passage and answer the questions below.

o. Watuf e &.0. fikunn fazlsidaduiinsznsvumalng

. 5.3 Tnaliduawaiinayls

o. Tasvmsiinviavduaylasudsziamiunnnnziviala

<. daiuaninsunansinanasAnIsussdiIuTaniasasnisliisunavindaasls
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Activity 1

Select a political issue that is an important one for you when deciding which candidate to
vote for. Write a paragraph to explain why this particular issue is important to you and
how it affects you.

Activity 2
Should The U.S. continue its missile defense project? Prepare some arguments for and
against it to present the next day in class.

Activity 3
On the basis of the material in this lesson prepare for a around table discussion on the
issue of terrorism around the world the next day in class.

Activity 4 (Pair Work)

Play the role of an analyst doing a research on the U.S. foreign policy especially to
Thailand and write down the most important facts related to this topic. Report your
findings to the rest of the class.

Activity 5
Listen to the following paragraph and answer the questions below.

. MUALIALNAAAIARUANTUANTIAKIIU VIENAILIaIsadn1sasls

9. MIVATUAITIAKIIURNIAITAUNLALTAUADULRITRINAIE 19

o, Aanvanmaranmensuglalddsenaulunisdndulanfefiundnaacilsenns
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Activity 6
Read and summarize the following paragraph.

o o o
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AaRuwilgila (U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Pacific - MARFORPAC) nasvinanss
aanuwddfa (U.S. Pacific Air Forces - PACEF) uagnadtifaansgnaiuuddfn
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Command - ACC) nadifeyznaisnisia&auindewanivannia (Air Mobility
Command - AMC) wsauiemihaiidvaisasainnasinun nasvinida nasvinarnd

wazuihauinlaay dnsunaditdvnasinaiiaziisiunisilnluassiiflszuna

21



Current Events Thait SOLT 11
Homework Module 10 Lesson 1

5,000 e dsznaudiadidenaannnadinun nadvinitaa niaulinladu uay
ABNVIWANNTA VinuTisan1sns U EasLaatANLENL A A

AsflnmaudTnas 2000 nsandnsanaide dunained dradnaisuasdsyanauius

ganuymalusiu 1ns. 205-4418

Activity 7

Former U.S. Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen gave a press conference at Regent
Hotel during his visit to Thailand. Read, summarize and report to the class in Thai.
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Good morning, I have just come from a very productive visit with Prime Minister Chuan.
We reviewed the strong strategic partnership between Thailand and the United States. A
partnership based on common values, a shared commitment to peace and stability. Soon
our militaries are going to be working together to help restore order in East Timor, and I
would like to point out that Thailand’s response to Indonesia’s request to participate in
INTERFET demonstrates your commitment to regional stability and to your Asian
neighbor. And because of Thailand’s demonstrated interests in working to resolve
disputes and maintain security, it’s appropriate that Thailand is playing a leading role in
East Timor by supplying some fifteen hundred troops and INTERFET’s Deputy
Commander. The United States commitment to Thailand and to Southeast Asia is strong
and enduring in both good times and bad. We have learned from experience that your
prosperity contributes to our prosperity, and that is why President Clinton announced a
1.7 billion dollar assistance package to Thailand last year. The Thai people have shown
great discipline and resiliance in conquering economic problems. We’ve also learned that
your security contributes to our security. And that is why the United States and Thailand
and our militaries conduct more than 20 training exercises a year. And now the United
State and Thailand are working together to design exercises to train peacekeepers. This is
another example of how the bonds between our militaries contribute to stability and
security of Southeast Asia.
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