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Identify the Alphabet Thai SOLT 1
Objectives Module 1 Lesson 1

At the end of the lesson you will be able to produce character sounds, letter
combinations, and tones:

* Recognize the alphabet, tone marks, special symbols and numbers
* Recognize consonants

* Identify consonants in an alphabetical order

* Produce consonant sounds: aspirate & unaspirate

* Recognize consonant sounds in syllable-final position

* Identify consonant classes as the base of the tone rules

* Identify compound consonants: clusters & grouping

* Identify consonants with two functions in word-medial position
* Recognize variety in the consonant system

* Recognize vowels

*  Produce vowel & diphthong sounds

* Recognize the vowel positions in the writing system

* Identify the acceptance & irregularities of certain vowels

* Identify short vowels & long vowels

* Produce vowel-consonant combinations

* Recognize vowels that change their form with final consonants
* Identify the tone marks and tone rules

* Produce tones

* Produce consonant-vowel & tone combinations

* Identify special cases

* Thai hand-writing

* Recognize borrowings
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Consonants

How to draw Thai consonants: The basic rule is to write from left to right starting with
the loop and trying to complete the letter in one stroke. Only two consonants are written

without a loop: A and §. Here is what the forty-two consonant look like:

N yl| A A J C| QR

U ¥i| al & 4] d] a

n (O] al 9] ] ]| "

§ U u 1 A i W

w f U gl 5 | 2
Exercise 1
Look at each el -4 & " W e a consonant on
the chart above carefully to see

how it is written. Observe the similarities and differences. In the table below, group
consonants that look similar. The first box has been filled in to serve as an example.
Compare your answer with your instructor’s.

There isn’t one correct answer. There can be other possible combinations.
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Exercise 2
In the exercise below you are given a consonant in bold type and three similar
consonants. Mark the consonant that matches the consonant in bold type.

1. A A a AN 5. @ A A A
2. u A 6. 9 21 9 &
3. a A a g 7. Q A & A
4. n NN U 8. W ARRT A
Tip of the Day

Copy each letter a number of times until you can reproduce it accurately and naturally;
say the name of the letter (e.g. 000) each time you write it to help you memorize it.
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Variety in the Consonant System

1. What may be confusing is the fact that there is more than one consonant for the same
sound. For example, /00/ is represented by three different consonants: 2 A and . You
must learn by each word which consonants have to be used because different spelling
gives different meaning.

To distinguish between the consonants that represent the same sound when referring to
them verbally, each consonant has a name- a common noun associated with the
consonant—e.g. in English “A is for apple.” This will not only help the new learner
remember the consonants, but if you need to give verbally the correct spelling of many
Thai words you will need to say each consonant with its associated common noun.
Example: @ = /0/ is called /00000000000/ from the word @1 /00000007

© = /0/ is called /00000000000/ from the word i /0000000/

& = /0/ is called /00000000/ from the word t&a /0000/

2. Many consonants have a different sound depending on whether they are used as
initial consonants at the beginning of a syllable, or as final consonants at the end of
the syllable. For example: 9 as an initial consonant at the beginning of a syllable
has the sound of the English /I/ but as a final consonant has the sound of /[l/.

3. Thai consonants, when pronounced individually, are all pronounced with the carrying
vowel a /I0/. To pronounce a Thai consonant, make the sound of the consonant and
follow it with the vowel sound /00/. (This differs from English where the
pronunciation of consonants have different vowel sounds, for example: G is
pronounced /[00/, F is pronounced /?00/). Middle class and low class consonants
without tone marks are pronounced with a /evel tone, while high class consonants
without tone marks are pronounced with a rising tone.

Example: Middle class consonant A is pronounced /k[0/ : level tone
Low class consonant A is pronounced /kh[[/: level tone
High class consonant U is pronounced /kh000/: rising tone
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The consonants, classified in the “Thai Alphabet” order

Phonetics
Symbol English Name
N
0 as in skate 000 0000 1n a chicken
U
0 as in car 00000 00000 Mai an egg
2]
” ” 0000 000000 @& a buffalo
A
” ” 0000 00020000 g9 a bell
J
0 as in sing 000 000 N a snake
o
0 as in jet 000 0000 AU a plate
a 1
a0 as in chair 00000 O0i0 A9 a cymbal
2%
7 7 0000 ooooo——+— 2 an elephant
af
0 as in song 000 0000 Tt a chain
al
0 as in chair 0000 0000 \ua  akind of tree
&
0 as in you 000 0000 el a woman
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The consonants, classified in the “Thai Alphabet” order (continued)

Symbol Phonetics English Name

1 l as in day 000 00007000 %)Y a Thai dancer's
headdress

9 0 as in stop 00000020000 ugjn a spear
5 i asintwo | OOOODOOOOOD  § % a pedestal
€N ” ” 0000 0000000 Hewlen a woman's name
oY ” 7 (0000000000000 s{u@in an old person
o l as in now 000 0000 Leus a novice monk
A [ asinday | 0000000 \in a child
f [ asinstop | 0000000 L6 a turtle
a 0o asintwo | 0000000000 a9 a sack
0 ” ” 00000007000000 v a soldier
5 ” ” 00000000 59 a flag
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The consonants, classified in the “Thai Alphabet” order (continued)

Symbol Phonetics English Name
U [ asinnow | 000 0000 Ny a rat
u l as in boy ooooooooooD. Tl a leaf
1l I asinspot | 0000000 Uan a fish
W 00 as in pet 00000 00000 il a bee
Bl [ as in fun 00000000 6 a lid
N 0o as in pet 0000 Doooo WU adish w/pedestal
W I as in fun 000 000 Wu a tooth
2 0o as in pet 0000 OODODODD~ &uAn  a sailing vessel
u l asinmay | 0000000 i a horse
£l I as in you 000 00070 T a giant
5 I as in red 000 000 3a a boat

10
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The consonants, classified in the “Thai Alphabet” order (continued)

Symbol Phonetics English Name
8 [ asinlow | 000000 &9 a monkey
2 [ asinwar | (00 00000 WU aring
A I asinsong | OO00OOOODOD @& a shelter
W ” ” 00000000 g a hermit
& i 7 0000 0ooo L8 a tiger
% [ as in hat 0000 00000 A a large box
" l asinlow  [00000000 e a male fighting
kite
a ? (glottal stop) | as inuh ha | 200 20000 a19 a basin
o [ as in hat 000 000000000 ungn an owl
Note:

1. Throughout the first lesson, the phonetic transcription, as used in the Thai-English
Student’s Dictionary written by Mary Haas, is used to show how a word is
pronounced.

11
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2. Character ‘ 8’

If used in the initial position of a syllable or a word, its function is to carry a
vowel because a vowel cannot stand alone. e.g. 81115 (food), @3u (fat), aan

(exit). Ifused in the middle of a syllable, it functions as a vowel /00/ e.g. uan (to
tell).

3. The following consonants do not have similar sounds in English:

3.1 ) and & Representing /#/. A single sound which is somewhere
between a /d/ sound and a /t/ sound in English. Many learners find it hard to
distinguish it from /th/.

32 Al Representing /p/. A single sound which is somewhere between
a /b/ sound and a /p/ sound in English. Many learners find it hard to distinguish it
from /b/.

33 J Representing /I/. A single sound which is found in English at
the end of words like wrong and song. Some English speakers find it hard to

make this sound at the beginning of a word. For example, in Thai: 9 U (0000)
work, ¥ (000) snake,d91&1 (00000) easy.

Exercise 3
Write down the consonants that represent each sound in the initial position:

1
2
3
4
5
6.
7
8
9
1

. /k/
.
. /m/
.t/
i
/w/
. /h/
.12
v
0. /p/

11. /ph/
12. /kh/
13. /0/
14. /0/
15. /ch/
16. /s/
17. /j/
18. /d/
19. /th/
20. /n/
21. /b/

12
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Exercise 4
Find six pairs of words below that have the same initial consonant sound. Write down
the pairs in the table provided.

dn wn Au a1 21 W {9 U A

o w89 9 ;a1 91 wa ia

Aspirated and unaspirated consonants

Aspirated consonants: consonants with the sound of ‘h” and unaspirated
consonants, are clearly separated from each other in Thai. Thai sounds /I/, //, and
/0/ (unaspirated) must be distinguished from Thai /00/, /I0/, and /00/ (aspirated)
respectively because the character can change the meaning of words:

\fle /ooo0/000means duck @ /00 means hot, spicy
1 /000/00means eye M 000/  means to paint
1A /oooo/000means chicken a0/ means egg

13
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The Thai sounds /I/ and /[l/ are similar to the English sounds written the same
way. They must be carefully distinguished from Thai /I/ and /I/:

Tu /0 (classifier for fruit) Td oy ‘to go’ el /0 ‘danger’
@ /0/  ‘to be good’ @ /mn/  “to hit’ A /1000/  “‘time, instance’
Exercise 5

(Practice in shifting from /0/ to /0/ or from /I/ to /Il/)

Repeat the practice below after your instructor. If you can repeat correctly and not too
slowly, you are well on the way to controlling your pronunciation of /I/ vs. /I/ and /l/
vs. /l/. Practice them until you can say them easily.

Lhay /0000/ ‘month; moon’

Lhau /0000/ ‘to remind, warn’

ﬁ:‘u /00000/ ‘to wake up by oneself’
AU /000007 ‘abundant, common’
ila /0000/ ‘to close; to be closed’
i@ /oon/ ‘to twist’

uan /00000/ ‘to tell, say to’

lan /n0non/ ‘to peel’

RAONIALLAY /0000000000/ ‘penny’

vheaGasIaee /0000 000 000 000 00000/ “The bed is good and also large’

isenaln /0000000 000 000/ “The door looks big’
tlaiseqTuse /00000 0000000 00000/ “Open the temple door’
flalseqTuae /0000 0000000 0oooa/ ‘Close the temple door’

14
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Exercise 6

This exercise will allow you to practice distinguishing between two similarly sounding
words. Listen carefully as your teacher reads one word from each pair of words below.
Circle the word you hear the teacher say.

1. Tu 2.0 Aua 3.6 6 4. 4 W 5. A 6. 1 1

7.6 6 . w1 1dh 9. e v 10.1A 1A 110 A 1241 1

Consonant sounds in syllable-final position

In spoken Thai, only a few consonants are pronounced as finals. This is because
the final consonant sound is not released even though the mouth is positioned to
make that sound. Regarding the tone rules, there are 2 types of final consonant
sounds in a closed syllable: ‘stops’ and ‘sonorants’.

1. Stops:
M/ words ending with u 1 W W A
/Il wordsendingwith 3 2% 2N § H § NN @ 6 8 N § A ¥ &
/l/ words ending with A U A A

2. Sonorants:
/0/ words ending with
/0/ words ending with U
/U/ wordsending with u & aw 5 &8 W
/I/ words ending with &
/w/ words ending with 7

15
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Exercise 7
Repeat the following words ending with the ‘stops’ after your instructor. Concentrate on
the final consonant sounds.

1. Words ending with /0/: 14 d W W A

Al 1y wu au au il gl &5 &l wnid

LATWYTW VIWR LMW QWU AW aweaw 214w AT N
naaw
15150 a1n 1an

2. Wordsendingwith/I/: @ 2f 21 el  § § N A 6 8 N 6§ A ¥ &

61573 AU WU U 1anuUn AN NHWRUE

15104 AL 55 s Usuidds AT A

Vo Aim n  &e  &ram Lusiin TLUA
136

YR 30 un  un dsean WNE 11356
WG

gued  annME  ATYeN 1N W WA

AL 5& Tuaa GRGTY Tan &

3. Words ending with /I/: A 4 @ 9
aan Wn fin 51 A &un A

g2 {Uu 1we um Aa 15a e

16
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Exercise 8
Repeat the following words ending with the ‘sonorants’ after your instructor.
Concentrate on the final consonant sounds.

1. Words ending with //: 3
Y 9¥9Y 69 UARY 199 U9 U
2. Words ending with /0/: d
WAN  AUN  WARU AUAU  UN §F5UAA

212 wauuuy  ugwnw RN

3. Words ending with /0/: &) &4 U 5 & W

adey 1A%y ey uey  deymn 31AEY Wy AU
AOLAN

el Tusa AL AU AU AU UTU ihu Bau nsg
AATNS

17 NAUNIT NMHT NKIT  AIAT aNs s Aa  Ma
yinh|

i IO H R wenuna  Weuaa ya da @ail
AWlsA AW

lad
4. Words ending with /0/: &l

e A8 LAE @g g Ul Wlag o ene /e Lee
5. Words ending with /I/:

WA 20w uud  Wien w&sn uwsy W &M

17
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Exercise 9
Write down the Thai consonants that represent each sound (listed below) when the Thai
consonant is in the final position:

/g/
/d/
/b/
m/
n/
/m/
/w/
7

XN B =

Exercise 10

Write down the final consonant sound of each word (next to the word given in each box).
The first box has been filled in to serve as an example.

LAEl 216y Aol 50 N3
A3 Wl aU9 1N 2R
G AUN 217 & 135A

19
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Exercise 11

Below, there are four pairs of words that have the same final consonant sound. Write
down the pairs in the table provided.

27U @A Ul Aa an 2718 AN AN

Exercise 12

Identify the type of final consonants of the words from Exercise 11, whether they are
‘stops’ or ‘sonorants’.

27U
266y
(RL]
1an
AR
Rk
unil
AN

20
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The consonant classes

Thai consonants are divided into three groups or classes based on their basic sound. The
three classes are called middle, high, and low. This classification is very important as it
is the base of the tone rules in the Thai writing system. Remember, one sound may be
represented by several different consonants and those consonants can belong to different
classes. You have to memorize which consonant belongs to which class:

The middle consonant class (9):

n 3 1 1 [0 6 U 1 a

The high consonant class (10):

U b5 5 0 X W @ bte & W

The low consonant class (23):

2] A J il f 21!

2
S
2
2
=

6 U w W f b1 gl 5 | ) W g

21
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In the table below the consonants are sorted by how they sound and by tone rule class
(final three columns).

Sound English Middle class High class Low class
Ikl G asin go a

/c/ J asin jeep o

/d/ D asin day 1 6

tl T as in stop 1 6

/b/ B as in boy U

Ip/ P asin spot i1

12/ Glottal stop a

lkh/ K asin key 2 A A
/ch/ Ch as in chair Q 2 al
/th/ T asintwo § 0 N M N 8
/ph/ P asin pet W W A
/fl F asin fun A N
/s/ S as in say A o & of
/h/ H as in hat % i
/71 NG as in song 9

/il Y asinyou (31
/n/ N as in now a U
/m/ M as in may 9
ik R asinred 5
ny L asinlow a W

22




wl

W as in war
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Exercise 13

The instructor will read aloud the nine middle class consonants (with names). Repeat
after the instructor and try to associate the sound with each character. Write down the
consonant that represents each sound in the box provided below.

Exercise 14

The instructor will read aloud the ten high class consonants. Repeat after the instructor
and try to associate the sound with each character. Write down the consonant that
represents each sound in the box provided below.

Exercise 15

The instructor will read aloud the first ten low class consonants. Repeat after the
instructor and try to associate the sound with each character. Write down the consonant
that represents each sound in the box provided below.

24



Identify the Alphabet Thait SOLT |

Introduction Module 1 Lesson 1

Exercise 16

The instructor will read aloud the remaining (13) of the the low class consonants. Repeat
after the instructor and try to associate the sound with each character. Write down the
consonant that represents each sound in the box provided below.

Exercise 17

The instructor will read aloud the consonants randomly from each class. Repeat as many
times as it takes for you to make the association between sound and script. Write down
the consonant that represents each sound in the box provided below.

25
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Exercise 18

The instructor will read aloud the consonants randomly from each class. Repeat as many
times as it takes for you to make the association between sound and script. Write down
the class of consonant that represents each sound in the box provided below.

Vowels

There are twenty-eight vowel symbols that comprise 9 pairs of short / long single vowels,
4 long single vowels, 3 pairs of combined vowels, plus 4 consonant + vowel
combinations. Some vowels are written in front of the consonant, others behind the
consonant, above the consonant or below the consonant.

In the Thai language some vowels seem to be longer in duration than other vowels. The
vowels which are of brief duration are called short vowels while those which are of
longer duration are called long vowels. It is most important to make the distinction
between short and long vowels regarding the tone rules.

Most combined vowels have no equivalent in English. Combined consonants and
vowels: f§ 91 A A1 arerare. Vowels -1 'l- 1- -1 have short sounds but are

classified as long vowels when applying the tone rules. The practices below will help
you hear and pronounce long and short vowels. Listen carefully while the instructor
pronounces them and try to imitate him as exactly as you can.

26
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Vowel Chart With Sound Description
Short vowels Long vowels
Symbol
Symbol | Phonetics Sound Phonetics Sound
Description Description
-y /7 as in open ‘u’ -1 o0/ as in ‘a’
sound, as in gun sound in
father
- n/ as in tip o /0 / as in teak
s n/ no English o o/ as /y/ but the
equivalent tongue
remains raised
for a longer
sound
_ o/ as in foot _ 0/ as in tooth
= M/ as in ten \- M/ as in take
1/
=g as in tax L- /un/ as in fair
1-¢ / as in poke 1- g as in low
L - Y /U/ | as in top -a M/ as in tore

27
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Vowel Chart With Sound Description (continued)

Short vowels Long vowels
Symbol
Symbol | Phonetics Sound Phonetics Sound
Description Description
L - 2y 1/ as in love L- 28 i/ as in bird
no English
Ly /un?/ equivalent L= /s as in beer
(rare)
no English
L2 Ay iy equivalent L2 /07 a combination
of /I/ and /U/
(rare)
no English
My /mn?/ equivalent N o0/ as in brewer
(rare)
no English no English
) /0 equivalent a /000/ equivalent
(rare)
(rare)
no English no English
f /00?/ equivalent mn /000/ equivalent
(rare)
(rare)

Note: 1. A hyphen (-) indicates where the consonant is located in relation to vowels.

2. ¢Sy 02/, W=ag 002, =3¢ /002 are rare and mostly used for
transcribing foreign words e.g. A& (Chinese wooden sandals), auuiiley
(Chinese bean cake), 1ai¥ (hot coffee, Chinese).

3. Consonant + vowels: § 1 A 91 are extremely rare.

28
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Exercise 19
The instructor will pronounce the words in pairs of either short and then long vowels; or
of long and then short vowels. Listen carefully and repeat each pair in a loud, clear

voice. Then write down your answers in the space provided below.
1.

Nk we

29
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The following table shows all possible combinations of vowels and consonants in both

‘open’ and ‘closed’ syllables:

Vowels Syllables Vowels change form in closed
Short | Long | Open Closed syllables
—y ne Ay +u = Au -y changed to ¥
- nn AM+u = au
= i A +u = Au
= f A +u = Ay
= f A +u = Au
25 Na fia+u = Ay a replaced by a final consonant
- f n +tu=nu
- f n +u = nu
-2 \ng g+ u = Ay -¢ changed to \*
L- LA N+ u= Ay
w3 WA wngt u = wAy 1b-¢ changed to W= (rare)
- 15 wn +u= unu
1-g 1ng Tzt u = au 1-¢ disappeared
1- 1n in+u= 1ny
-y LA -
-a na na +u= nau
9y 1y -
N N A +u = M = disappeared
2oy Ve -
e vAel e+ u = Aay
2a ¢ \iay -
2a va tha+ u = hay
oy \nag -
-2 tNa tna+ u = Ay t-a8 becomes L = (except Lag)
A fin -
- 1n -
1- n -
-1 LA -

30
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Note:
* ‘open’ syllable : syllable ending in a vocalic sound
* ‘closed’ syllable: syllable ending in a consonant sound
* A is used as an example for initial consonant, and U is as final consonant

Exercise 20
Identify the initial consonant, the vowel, and the final consonant (if any) of the following
words: (The first row has been filled in to serve as an example.)

Word Initial consonant Vowel Final consonant

2 2 -z U

AU

un

un

e

13

1520

51

ida

o~

AU

1% 1R]

)"

uan

(fo)7]

gl

(1o}

ila

nH

ue

an

a1

31
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Exercise 21

Identify each word if the initial consonant is high / mid/ or low class, if the vowel is short
or long, and if the final consonant is ‘stop’ or ‘sonorant’.

The first row has been filled in to serve as an example.

Word Initial consonant Vowel Final consonant

HC | MC | LC Short Long Stop Sonorant

2 2 -z 1

1% R]

Gie)"

uan

(fo)7]

3

(1o}

ila

N

U

a1

32
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Exercise 22
The instructor will lead you in spelling the following words. Pronounce them aloud to
see how spelling helps with pronunciation:

ke 7 @ LAY WA 19
an waY Ay AYLAY 69 LAY
THE TONES
Tip of the Day

In Thai, using the right tone is crucial to convey the correct meaning of a word. The use
of the wrong tone often causes confusion. In the Thai writing system, the tone mark is
used to indicate tone of a word or syllable. But remember that tone marks do not always
represent the same tone; and words without a tone mark can be pronounced with tone.

33
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Tones of a Syllable without Tone Mark

I. Each Thai syllable, with or without a tone mark, is pronounced with a tone-
one of the five tones: level, low, falling, high, and rising.

II. There are 3 factors which determine the tone of a syllable:
1. Type of initial consonant: high class, middle class, or low class
2. Type of vowel: short vowel or long vowel

3. Type of ending of a final consonant: ‘stop’ or ‘sonorant’ (in a closed syllable)

Stop: syllable ending in a //, /I/, /I/ sounds
Sonorant: syllable ending in a /0/, /U/, /0/, /U/, /U/ sounds

Summary of the tone rules:

Tone rules: high class consonants

HC +S = low HC +L = rising
HC + S + Stop = low HC + L + Stop = low
HC + S + Sonorant = rising HC + L + Sonorant = rising

Tone rules: middle class consonants

MC+ S = low MC+L = level
MC + S + Stop = low MC + L + Stop = low
MC + S + Sonorant = level MC + L + Sonorant = level

Tone rules: low class consonants

LC+S = high LC+L = level
LC+ S + Stop = high LC + L + Stop = falling
LC+ S+ Sonorant = level LC+L + Sonorant = level

Note: HC = high class consonant
MC = middle class consonant
LC = low class consonant
S = short vowel
L = long vowel

34
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& 00? (particle 1“1 0000 (look for) 2y 00000 (Drive)

Ay 00000 (Box) & 00000  (There) su 00000 D

& 00000 (Wear) w00 (Dog) AU 0000
(Stone)

aa 000000 (ask for) a1 0000000 (Ask) Wu 0000 (Rain)

&av 00000 (Two) WA 000000 (Tie) wan 000000 (Guest)

We 00000 (To fry) A& 00000 (Wrong) nUR
0ooo (Finished)

1@ 000000 (Tray) wn 0000 (Six)
Examples of MC tone rules:

% 0000 (Cruel) Ay 0007 (Will) e 000? (Meet)

Lerg 000? (Kick) ng 000? (Estimate) & 0007 (To
blame)

n39 0000 (Town) i 000 (To fly) 12 000
(Heart)

a1 000 (Black) tien 0000 (Oneonly) @59 0000
(Straight)

@1 20 (Want) Au 000 (Poor) 1na 0000 (Far)

uan 0000  (To tell) U 00000 (To kiss) @y 0000
(Unripe)

& 0000 (Fall) Am 0000 (Cut) Ay 0000
(Keep)

fle 0000 (Close) AU 0000 (Seize) un 00000
(Baht)
Examples of LC tone rules:

wae 000 (And), LWy 00007 (Because)

@1 0000 (Word) 21 0000 (Tea) ¥in 0000
(Make, do)

w1 000 (Field) N (Snake) u
0ao (Corne)

57A1 000000 (Price) au 000 (Wind) 2 0000
(Admire)

un 00000 (Many) 5 00000 (Picture) v3en 00000 (Call)
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Wa 000000 (Speak) £e 00000 (Stretch) gnA 00000 (Difficult)
Wn 00000 (Reset) an 00000 (Prison) §n 0000 (Love)
am 0000 (Decrease) @n 00000 (Think)
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Exercise 23

Tone exercises High-Class consonants

Module 1 Lesson 1

Each student takes turn reading through the following words. Note the tone of each.

L&53

Exercise 24

CIpY
<
TGN

UINU

fHu
wie

q1el

b
Leu

yig!

Tone exercises Middle Class consonants

WNal

Gl

(=

Each student will take turns reading through the following words. Note the tone of each.

a8y
el
wen
chld]

S IRT]

ARG
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Exercise 25
Tone exercises High and Middle Class consonants.

Each student will take a turn reading through the following words. Note the tone of each.

A& & ERtEN) h wil

to mention  as for owner forest debt
AL WA UF1E fouen i
whilst glass behave custard beans
AN &9 au il nilv
education thing full father one

d07 A1 Uy g Usné
animal faded dented smiling usual
wHuGY UfiLas B5o AW &Y

earth deny foreigner cremate soap

6T &N N Bl ERIE
boil cave hat dust district
&9 TR 19 nplefd 6l
reach swollen far from take shelter ~ beat eggs
BN 82U Adng vau fl
shining fat science fragrant a swamp

Exercise 26
Tone exercises Low Class consonants.

Each student will take turns reading through the following words. Note the tone of each.

AU A3 20 U ey
person half kill work quiet
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Adau 1 e \e \52
spoon itis sand visit she
§5¢ m W i Wu
business paint that this thousand
Y wu W (" W
to sew floor listen fire the sky
u ai fa 1y 389
grease wood wheel invite cry out
NsLau tiiav av Sp[)) &9
telegram city down wire mosquito
ey Tu N 3en 1Ran
and day say to call choose
TN Wia 39 il fin
punishment  when mosquito net wipe think
U LAY Tal) 13T 5
long time play relatives oil life
Exercise 27
Identify the tone of the following words:
Words Tones
21U
ihn
AGRIE
an
AU

39



tatlen

N33R

40




Identify the Alphabet

Thai SOLT 1

Introduction

Exercise 28

Identify the tones of the following words:

Module 1 Lesson 1

Words

Tones

241

Al

un

un

tae

(=3

3211

Ny

51

dia

Al

wiv

Gie)"

uan

(fo}7]

Ll

e

ila

N

L]

U

fin

tan

I

Tu

1%
g

N1
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Tone marks
These are the four tone marks (written symbols) with their names:

00000 20000

"D 00000 0000
0 (00000oooooooon
(00000o0oooooo

This textbook will use the following phonetic symbols to mark the tone of a syllable or a
word when it is shown in phonetic transcription. This is in reference to the tones as
sounds, not as written symbols:

Description Level Low Falling High Rising
1 [ 1 1
phonetic Unmarked
symbols

Example of A (000) 217 (00000) w1 (000D) 16y (0007) a1 (0000)
tones

Tones of a Syllable with Tone Mark

1. The length of the vowel and the type of ending do not interfere when the first
consonant of a syllable carries a tone mark.

2. The normal position of the tone mark is over the initial consonant of the
syllable or word. (If the initial consonant already carries an upperscript vowel,
the tone mark is placed above it). When the syllable-initial is double, the tone
mark is placed above the second consonant, even though the tone is determined
by the first consonant.

wag 48 1de uay 1A1a at9 A & 6
X o (% =
N 4ia M n9 uile
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(0000?0000 tone rules:
This tone mark represents two different tones depending on the class of the initial
consonant:
- If 00000 ?0000 occurs on a low class initial consonant, the tone will be a falling
tone.
- If the initial consonant is either mid class or high class, then the tone is low.

A goooo (Pair) wad 00000 (Mother) wa
00000 (Father)
N oo (No, Not) el D0000  (Easy) 59 0000 (Run)
594 00000 (Together) W19 0000 (Sit) vvin 00000 (Equal)
nau 00000  (Before) A oo (How many) A1 0000
(Ol1d)
1A 0000 (Chicken) 111 0000 (Forest) LN 0000
(Tortoise)
g9 0000 (Send) vinu 00000 (Goose) & good
(Four)

(0000 D000 tone rules:
This tone mark represents two different tones, depending on the class of the initial
consonant:
- If 00000 D000 occurs on a low class initial consonant, the tone will be high.
- If the initial consonant is either mid class or high class, then the tone is falling.

3n 0000 (Horse) 17 00000 (Water) 19 oo
(Keep)

Wae 00000 (A little) aie 00000 (Left side)

AN 00000 (Nine) 319 00000 (To hire) Giav 0000

(Must)

61w 0000 (Tree) ‘L6 00000 (Can) 1N 00000
(Some)

tlo oo (Roast) v 0000 (Prawn) Taa 00000

(Near)

2in9 000000 (Side) fiw 00000 (Up) W 00000 (Cloth)
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fau 00000 (Fork) G E U (Orange) wa 00000

(Forbid)

W 0000 (To permit) €1 00000 (If) w0000
(Five)
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(000000O0DandO0000000C000CC00COtone rules:
These two tone marks are much less frequently encountered than the other tone
marks, and never occur on a low or high class initial consonant. 00000000000always
produces a high tone, and 0000000000000000alwayslproduces a rising tone on a middle
class consonantllllThere are very few of these words.

16ig (070 (Table) @ 000? (Fat, plump) 3¢ 000? (A final particle)
viedl 00000 0000 (Now) 6 0000 (Ticket) vag 0000 (Waiter)

Exercise 29
Identify the tones of the following words .

GBI dw %9 W9 Aau & 6 1i9dan  2he  fan  &u

Wi 1 i 1 &9 vhu & Aau A LA
AY lingl
Tip of the Day

Don’t be apprehensive about the tone rules. In most cases the word you intend to use
will be made clear by the context of the sentence even though your tone may not be quite
correct. The best way to learn the tones is to listen to the native speakers. With
extensive practice in listening, imitating, speaking, and reading aloud, students start to
get the feel of the sounds of the language.
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THE TONE RULES: An Overview on the chart

SYLLABLE WITH TONE MARK SYLLABLE WITH NO TONE MARK
VOWEL ENDING CONSONANT ENDING
LONG VOWEL SHORT VOWEL
. LONG | SHORT STOP SON. STOP | SON.
Middle class: WA 1y | 6y | o 6 et iha | 3w | 6y | Au
N34 9
level level
aenuda low falling | high | rising low low level low
High class: 27 P! & e gam | wa9 | du | &9
Aag am
rising
ol A& W low falling rising low low rising low
Low class : L 29 ¢ H mn | 0 | A
A A9 A A
el n el level
AUANTUN falling high level high falling level high
Wnaue s
aINd
Stops:
/b/

g/
Sonorants:

udn
A/ R A g
n A

BB =

/ng/ 9,/m/ W, Jy/ &,

a
I NN A@ANON DT A W A&

/wl 3,/ u g awsawW
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Consonant Clusters & Groupings

I. Consonant Clusters: Words or syllables having two initial consonants that can be
pronounced together.

There are fifteen consonant clusters. The first element consists of the consonants:
n 2 A u A W o)
The second element consists of the consonants: 5 ;] 9|

The co-occurrence restriction of these elements is shown in the following chart:

First Consonant Second Consonant
g) a J
1 ) & _
W _ WA —
4| W9 N _
6 k) _ _
il N9 | 7
U U7 UN U7
2 2] AN A7

In this case the tone mark is placed over the second consonant although the tone is still
determined by the class of the first consonant in the normal manner. For example:

N9 /000000/ wide
533 /000000/ to check
tlan /000000/ empty, no
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It should be noted that when 3 comes immediately after the first consonant, without a
vowel, it is always acting as a vowel itself with the sound of =3 /00/ and not as a second
consonant. In this case the tone mark (if any) will be placed over the first consonant in
the normal manner:

16 /000000/ bottle
1 /00000/ sick
pUpl /ooonn/ purple

Other example of consonants clusters:

an 0000 fish

AR AN 00000  middle

QN 0ooo cage

LAY 0oooi0 - song

ANV 00000 canal

9PN goao straight

NI 0olil  rug

A3 00000 teacher

NN 00ooo (more/ less) than
AU 0000000 ax

WA 00000 to bud

WY 0oooo? monk

uan 0000000 cowardly

UTUY 000002000007 bumpy (e.g. a street)

II. Consonant Groupings: Initial consonant with any combination of two consonants
other than clusters and share the same vowel.

1. There are implied vowels /I / or /0I/ in between the two consonants when
pronounced.
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1.1 With vowel /0 / in between

n3u 00000000 continent
WENENU 00o00oooon to try
119 00oonoono traffic

In some words the vowel /Il / is represented in writing by the symbol -

gram 00?0000 to be clean
&geaN 000oooo to be convenient
feWu 0000000 bridge

1.2 Inafew words which have 9 as the second consonant, it is usually
pronounced with an inherent /00/ between the two consonants.

IR 000000000 season of wind and storm
UInN/ 00o0ooooo emerald

U3 000000000 neighborhood
UIEN 000000000 company

usysal fo0oooooo plentiful, complete
CrHbiE 0000oooooo crocodile

2. Tone of the syllable with consonant groupings:
2.1 The class of the first consonant determines the tone of the first

syllable; the class of the second consonant determines the tone of the
second syllable.

K19 Qoooooon soldier
el 0ooooo to be comfortable
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aun 2000000000 permission
&AW 00oooooo condition
adua 2000000000 to explain

2.2 There are two exceptions to the above rule:

* If'the first consonant is a high consonant and the second consonant is a low
consonant, the low consonant changes to a high consonant and is pronounced
according to the rules for high consonants:

G| 0ooooo time, period, era
AU/ 000000 notebook

qun 000000 enjoyable

G| (0oooo peaceful

f71 00000o to summarize

* Ifthe first consonant is a middle consonant and the second consonant is a low
consonant, the low consonant changes to a middle consonant and is pronounced
according to the rules for middle consonants:

AR 000oooo market
asasl 200000 delicious
YN 0aooooo nose
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Tip of the Day

There are many special cases in which long vowels are read short or short vowels are
read long. The following general statements will help you recognize the length of the
vowel in some irregular words.

The irregular length of the vowel symbols

1. The long vowels t- /00/, w-/00/,-a /00/, -1 /00/, «-a /00/, =3 /007, - Jo0/, - 00/, and
t-1 /00/ are usually pronounced short in a syllable that has a final consonant plus tone
marks.

Wy 0000 wedw 00000 viny 00000 WU II]I]I] 14
0oo vy 00000 wvie 0000 viav 0000 «3lw 0000

Tu ooo 3y 0000 &av 0000 eéiav
0ooo N 00000 LAY oooo lael aooo
w0000 ¥in 0000

2. Vowel -1 When this form occurs with two consonants in the middle, it is not always
easy to tell whether it is to be considered as the compound vowel or as the two simple
vowels t= or =1. Apart from knowing the word there is no way of determining which of
the two possible pronunciations is the correct one in these cases.

L-1 is treated as a compound vowel if the two consonants in the middle are
consonant clusters:

tlan /nooono/ no, empty

AN /00000/ beard

If the two consonants are consonant groupings, they are pronounced with an
inherent /U/:  wa{1  /0000000/ beautiful

51



Identify the Alphabet Thait SOLT |

Introduction Module 1 Lesson 1

In other cases, t-1 is treated as two separate simple vowels - and -1
IR /000000/ time
L&D /0000000/ boundary stone of temple

3. The following words vary in pronunciation:

Used alone Final syllable First syllable

1 00000 waivih 000000000 dena 00000000
1121 00000000

af 00000 wa'lal 0000000ooonn. il 0000000000

There is only one word whose vowel symbol -1 /I0/ is always pronounced long when it
has the low tone: & /000000/

4. In a few common words in which the final consonants are double:

dU190 0oooooooo able to
1ing 0ooo friend
LA3RAYANT 00000000000 machine

Or the vowels - and = though written, are not sounded.
ana ooooo relative
yiplo) /000000/ nation
il /00000/ - earth, place (chiefly in compounds)
LG / 00000/ cause
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Spelling peculiarities

a)

b)

Certain Thai consonants when written together have a sound different to
that of either of them by themselves.

N3 @3 &9 are usually pronounced as /I/

N3 /000007 to know

nsel /0000/ sand

nIwel /0000/ wealth

@3 /n0nn/ splendor

&9719 /n00o0/ to build

except in

ins /0000 00000/ to sleep
AUNI /000 00000/ moon

f5¢ /n00000000?/ bodily strength
Rl /0000ono/ to summarize

Consonant 3 used in special cases

In final position: 9  is read /-n/ when in syllable-final position and
when preceded by a written vowel.

a1ng /20000000/ (food)

In word-medial position: 9 can be final or an initial, read /-0/ or /000?/
but cannot have both functions.

Uablole /0000000/ (mother)
INIRNT 00000700000/ (magazine)
&NTUNEU /00000020000/  (table of contents, index)

Exception:

LA /0000002000 /~ (to negotiate)
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In final position 9 is read /-000/ in a syllable in which no written vowel

occurs.
UA /000200000/ (city)
NI /000000020000 (populace)

Exception: The following word is to be memorized, as it is the only word with silent 9

behind .

A9 /000/ to be true

c) The double consonant 55 is sometimes used in place of the vowel = -.
N3IA /00000/ a political party
9N /0000/ altogether

If there is no final consonant in the syllable a final unwritten /0 / is understood.

uUIFINA /000000007 to load
NWITEN /0000ooooo/ rain season
d) Sometimes one consonant in the middle of a word acts as the final

consonant of one syllable and the initial consonant of the next and thus
carries both its final and initial sounds.

Wa 'l /0000000000007 frruit
waliiavg /0000000000 population

Here the @ is the final consonant of the first syllable containing the inherent /I/ and
therefore has the final sound of /I/. But it is also considered as the initial

consonant of the second syllable and therefore has the initial sound of /I/ and is followed
by the short inherent /I/. Again in the word:

N73EN /0000000007 wife

Here the 99 takes the place of the vowel - , but the final 7 also acts as the initial
consonant of the second syllable followed by an inherent //.
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SPECIAL SYMBOLS

1) THE REPETITION SYMBOL: ¢  EIJA /oo
It is used to show that the previous word or group of words is to be repeated.

A space is to be left before and after €]

Ex. U (often)
UL 9 00000/~ (very often)
2) THE ABBREVIATION SYMBOL: “ Tdenauas  pammm 0oonj/
It is used to abbreviate long names.

A space is to be left before and after “1

Ex. AN /0000000000/ (Bangkok)
AN WUNWIUAST  /00000000000000000000000)

3) THE “ETC” SYMBOL: IR “LaJma‘lqu /00000000000/

When spoken it is pronounced very short 8e /100?/
A space is to be left before and after “1N*]

4) THE SILENCE SYMBOL: - ANSUG /ooy
It is often used above a consonant to show that the letter is not pronounced. Then
the letter does not interfere in the tone of the syllable. The symbol usually occurs on

the word final consonant.
Generally it cancels the consonant over which it is placed:

‘W:J‘N goao to print
nRCRET] nooon professor, teacher

But sometimes it cancels the last two consonants or consonants and vowel,
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(00007000
0000oooooo

the moon
pure
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5.) THE SHORT VOWEL MARKER: = (00000 0000 00000)

This symbol is added to two simple vowels: -2z and uw-g. The vowels have to
be changed when words have final consonants. For example:

e + A = th
wug+ 9 wiiv

There is one word to memorize as it is built up of a single consonant carrying the
short vowel marker: A /0000/ meaning ‘then, consequently’.

6.) CONSONANT + VOWEL COMBINATION: § a1 a M

| is the only one remain in use. € can have three different pronunciations
depending on the word in which it is met:

/0007 / asin  @9ng /20000000/ (English)

/00?/  asin €6 /000o0o/ (season)
aF  /oooooy/ (hermit)

/00/ asin  @n¥  /00000/ (auspicious time)

§) occurs between 5 and & in the consonant alphabetical order.
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THAI HANDWRITING

Although Thai letters are printed and handwritten in different sizes and styles, the basic
form is always the same. The following cartoon excerpts show Thai hand written text.
Below the cartoon, a printed version of the text is provided for comparison. At this stage
in your training you probably will not be able to read the text, but the hand written form
is being introduced to you to increase your familiarity with it.

Exercise 30

Divide the class into two groups. When the teacher says begin, each group will try to
identify as many Thai words as possible from the hand written version. The group that
finds the most words is the winner.

A:

“ = ; ‘ |
OSHAHG ) 2 v e et . o
s mere  SHULTIPR P ce A 5 7
; \ AN I... 7
o5t @n W o o H37)oN SHlen Aol 73

Bomtilse Vo Hasn  O8FW 77 Trrunsng 77
L2 /":";‘d" (Onlagesy °°
Losn@an

Nlnagunduvisnudiu
“AsN.JNa “Ifiussadu “fidt “saan“iRnadxl9...19”
Ts5uuas ISARICTIEIRE fisalln Tvuasu?”
1a5a18n Wotty ‘Lifisa agAu”
WanTslse WEALaEATY”
niia Juil
LA15aLaN
aan”
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A
Flhiseeig
"lys??fwwmmo
= o) &Cﬂsqgm@wﬂv@
WEarseme @ Vog

| y e
Luwf'”\’ﬂwwgu 8w j AN
STt BT kT
T l& - ! WIE
ﬂib} fu?;b:ﬂﬁﬁ s “”F“i/ NS (Rl 1
= b i T oV serus
IS Wig o 22 2 | Wndm oo 22

Lﬁg}\;]mg 29

“AaNNDAY
Insdnvifiadia
fiduasaeaaslad
ANNIARY?”

KluaiuAuvienunidu
“fumuase “LRaEIN “LRaAIOWIE
f'la5udunse LNTIZUELEY Tnsviauud
fotuiadia fuagusa wiolusanis
vinduuallu ALY’ WaUAY ewoo”
Wad'lne”
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C:

¢ o
¢ penamednmiad

o HEngoyod

(g@;{\mmm‘g&ﬁk
@ oo
TR TBNAISS

22

“ailschns.. o
TISZe e '“-ﬂq ;
Yol MLgfui‘J piﬁ

Fluvds wae
Puléhen 22

“ARIANANNTNE
Te9uIN fiduana
nin gL
GhPRIOR R
ARIAAU
agluneAINy
aula )
Tiuanase”
70 URY

WluaiuAuvionuidu

“ag'lsfu... auil
nsvhnaLLan

moo U iluilqd
ug a1aylsun

Qs

AANRIATET U

60
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Tip of the Day

Cognates: There are no cognates in the Thai language. This is because the Thai language
belongs to a different ‘language family’of English. However, many new technological
inventions have appeared during these ‘modern times’ and the Thai language has simply
borrowed many English words even though technological Thai words exist.

English used in Thai

A foreign word in Thai is usually pronounced as a Thai word, for example: the words
“apple” will be pronounced as ?0000000, “Central, Department Store” as 00000000, “Shell
Gas” as 00000 00000, “Christmas™ as 00000000000, etc. That is the / sound is replaced by the
n sound, the s sound at the end of the word is replaced by the d sound, and the tones are
added. All of these are changed to conform to the Thai system of pronunciation. Thais
who know some English are likely to pronounce English loan-words in a more proper
way.

Recognize borrowings

Even though borrowings are numerous in Thai, they are often hard to recognize.

Students should always pay attention to the consonants, vowels, and syllabification.
Writing foreign words in the Thai alphabet, every letter from the original word will be
retained. But if some letters are not pronounced (released), the silent mark will be posted
above that letter.

Example: Cartoon > AU ‘r’ as final consonant of the first
syllable in
the English word “cartoon” which is not
pronounced in Thai, so the silent mark is

posted above the letter “3’
Daily News > L@ A ‘s’ as final consonant of the English word

“News” which is not pronounced in Thai, so the
silent mark is posted above the letter ‘&’
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Exercise 31
Look at the label below. Can you tell what product is advertised here? What is the brand
name of the product?

-------------

yenslstiduean o

Exercise 32
Look at the image below. What are the same words in English?

llouau

WARLZA U
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Exercise 33
Write the English words for the following borrowings written in Thai:

Thai English

AANNILAAT

wWsu

LENLUASLAAT

12UIAU

LANE

Taduila

wanuil

wn

¥ifo)

e

Taidl

1aTuLans

LRUA
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Exercise 34

Below is a news excerpt from a Thai newspaper. All the foreign names in the text are
printed in bold. Copy the names down and write them in English in the space provided.
The first line has been completed as an example.

ia e n.8. MsS5LNafaUTIuANI €000 AU HaduMINORN ALY
a1y afann

vuAzIaTanenale Wamenanudu uazarnadatronindusui
AURUNUDY

searundufiata dans1a1 LWaI1 Nsiuuaranng dade 69
UsyAudamsAu

€

Vidina
szAUAY

fruunedm19ia i1y TAAA2ILAIATIATLNETT NIITLAURD

B
3
AU

E =

U FIUTUITINUA vl AN DITINTITINSILER 1 AL AIMALT Y o
AU flafidinatiduiu

waztiiain fiseAudalainng twsza9 LWL AN
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Thai

English

Aadilua

Philippines

a1y lafann

1ala

T asans1an

NS Aads

asAUY

3a151a Jlu

NERIY: O

LA el
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The general arrangement of a simple Thai sentence is Subject-Verb-Object as in English.
As Thai has the object following the verb, it has the features that correlate with this
position of verb and object as shown below.

Verb + Adverb + Intensifier: 0000 0000 00000
Study well very

Noun + Adjective: 000  00ooo
Eyes beautiful

Noun + Relative Clause: 0000000 (0000 0ooo ooo - boo?
Notebook that be on table

Noun + Possessive: 0000000 pooooo  ooooo
Pencil of I

Noun + Numeral + Classifier: 0000 00000 0000
Child three classifier

There are no articles for use with nouns.

There is no inflection of nouns, pronouns or verb; case, gender, number, tense,
etc. being indicated where considered necessary by the addition of other words.
Therefore we can call the Thai language “The Isolating Language”.

Possession may be indicated by adding the word /000000/ (of, belonging to) in
front of the noun or pronoun but this is often omitted.

Plurality if not indicated by the text of the sentence may be indicated by adding
numeral words.

Inanimate objects have no gender, and where it is necessary to indicate gender in
relation to animate objects this is usually done by the addition of extra words.

Adjectives come after the noun they qualify.

Affirmative and interrogative sentences are of the same form; the interrogative
sentence being indicated by the addition of an interrogative word, usually at the end of
the sentence. When an interrogative sentence contains words such as ‘who’, ‘why’,
‘when’, ‘where’ etc. no other interrogative word is needed.
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Being polite: /000000/ and /00007/

An important way of making your speech sound polite in Thai, is to add a polite particle-
for which there is no exact English translation- at the end of statements and questions.
male speakers say /000000/ at the end of both questions and statements, while female
speakers say /0000?/ at the end of a question and /0000?/ at the end of a statement. Thais
use these particles when talking to strangers, people of senior status, and in formal
situations. For the foreigner, at first, it is probably best to use polite particles when
talking to any adult, and risk sounding too polite. When you are more familiar with the
language you will see when and with whom you can omit polite particles without
appearing rude. /000000/ and /0000?/ can also be used on their own as a response,
meaning, ‘Yes’, ‘Right’, or ‘O.K.’

/0000 000 ooa/

/0000 000 000/ 1s how you should respond if someone thanks you. It can be translated as “
You’re welcome”, “It’s a pleasure”, or by any other standard response to thanks. It can
also mean “It doesn’t matter”, “Never mind”, “Don’t worry about it”, so it is also an
appropriate response to apologies and excuses.
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Activity 1

The instructor will show you some flash cards with consonants on them. Pronounce each
letter with its name on the card aloud as a class. Always associate the sound with the
script.

Activity 2
The instructor will show a chart of the Thai consonants in alphabetical order, then call on
individuals randomly to read them aloud. As they are read, repeat them to yourself.

Activity 3

There are three sounds represented by four consonants that don’t have equivalents in
English. Repeat after the instructor. Then write them down in the space provided. Feel
free to repeat this exercise as many times as needed. Remember to associate the sound
with the script.

Activity 4

Listen to the following words as your instructor reads them. Then pronounce the first
consonant in the word. Listen to the sound that each of the first consonants make.
Associate the sound with the script.

il N Len 218 AU N a Ji1d W N
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Activity 5
Listen to the following words as your instructor reads them. Then pronounce the final
consonant sound in the word (/0, 0, 0, 0, [, 0, [, or [l/).

[} WY ¥ il Wy uau 09 el &N

Activity 6

Below are ten Thai words with hyphens where consonants have been removed. Listen as
your instructor reads the ten words. As your instructor reads each word, try to fill in the
missing consonant.

U -9 N AN w-n - 1- -U 1=

Activity 7

Below is a headline from a Thai newspaper. Look for the middle class, low class, and
high class consonants in each word or syllable (if any). Write them down in the space
provided.

‘UnHa. dzn

SAaan
TN

Middle class

Low class

High class
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Activity 8
Listen to a group of Thai words pronounced slowly by the teacher. Then divide the
words into two syllables by writing them separately in the space provided.

1. 2. 3. 4. .
6. 7. 8. 9. 10.
Activity 9

Listen to the words as the instructor pronounces them. Write down the vowel of each
word in the space below.

1. 1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.
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Activity 10
For each word below fill in the missing vowel to match the spoken word:

1. A9 2. AU 3. AU 4. Ay 5.4

6. &U 7. |8 8. U9 9. v 10. &

Activity 11
Below is a headline from a Thai newspaper. Look for the special symbols used in the

written text.

LEUINCH
SULBLEA
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Activity 1

The 42 consonants are placed in the chart below. Separate the middle class consonants,
high class, and low class consonants from each other. Write each class of consonants in
the blank chart provided below this one. Pronounce each consonant to yourself as you
write it.

q 2 A 9 N 3 b
o u al & 1 ) 3
<7 oYl )} [0 6 a i
8 U U 1 W W W
W A 1 &l 5 Q) g)
@ o & W W a &

Middle Class Consonants:

High Class Consonants:

Low Class Consonants:
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Activity 2

In the chart below, the consonants are ordered alphabetically but several were omitted.
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate consonant. Your instructor will check your
progress.

n A 9 N a
u U & ]
o} 6 a

5 U il W
W A &l 3 p)
bte & W a

Activity 3

Divide the class into two groups. One person from the first group will start off by saying
the first letter of the Thai consonants. One person from the other group will say the
second letter of the Thai consonants. Continue alternating back and forth between the
two groups until someone says the wrong letter. The group with the least amount of
wrong letters is the winner. You can make this game as competitive as you want. Feel

free to challenge each other at will. (The instructor will post the consonant chart on the
board)

Activity 4

Divide the class into two groups. Listen to your instructor say the Thai consonants in a
random order. Individually write the script as your teacher says the consonant.
Exchange papers with the other group and grade the papers. Give the results to your
instructor for a final review. The instructor will declare one of the groups as the winner,
based on the least number of errors.

Activity 5

Listen carefully as your instructor reads the designated Thai names of the consonants (as
in B is for Boy). Write down the first consonant you hear in each word. Also identify
the class of each consonant (middle, high, or low). (Key)
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T Mld ene 9 29 i Win aw Ba de Wu o eh

v

g0 dan ¥ vy wwu ol d0 WHa A go i wedv

Activity 6

Divide the class into two groups. One person from the first group will start off by saying
a short vowel. One person from the second group will say the long vowel of the same
pair. Then another person from the second group will say a different short vowel and
someone from the first group will say the long vowel of the same pair. Continue
alternating back and forth between the two groups until someone says the wrong vowel.
The group with the least amount of wrong vowels is the winner. You can make this game
as competitive as you want. Feel free to challenge each other at will. (The instructor will
post the vowel chart on the board)

Activity 7

Divide the class into two groups. Listen to your instructor say the Thai vowels in a
random order. Individually write the script as your instructor says the vowel. Exchange
papers with the other group and grade the papers. Give the results to your instructor for a
final review. The instructor will declare one of the groups as the winner, based on the
least number of errors.

Activity 8

Below are words written with the wrong vowels. Listen to the teacher read these words
correctly. Then correct the wrong vowels by copying the words in the space provided
with the appropriate vowels.

M AU ]y il 1 6 3Eu LU LAY wnY

o
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Activity 9

Look at the newspaper article below. Try to find (and circle) one example of every

vowel. The first person that finishes with the most vowels is the winner. Also declare

the second, third, and fourth place winners. The winner must stand up in front of the

class and state what line of text each vowel is in (identify the location of the script).
A.A7.aNUNT UTUIU NNAATATTEANTAART ALYATARAS

aadnsal i ineae lugiusilseaiu aagrinoudn Wetuisyuy

asdatdantindnen (lBunsud) weawnedin aagvineuy asiaua

57897 MTENMIWAIUN sTuudatdan sin@nundeleaguiiacsiu

u 2 wihsavilszguagnsuduisdlsenalng (via.) Sudi 7

%
al

.A.48 uarazads snevualiy auysaldanadau w.e.d delusiaou ag
syufiviiadidacde vavnsdaudunsiuadirkiuun HufsEua eI

& & & & = & 'y
wAlUNITLHEEU TeasNaY Wazszasan Mall Ml auunday duasidu

o o 2 o oo a % | o | v
Assaulauad nila. ddvarfinisiddausay Usznrdalvnin atnvias

3 1 ath9lsAenu nsdatdaniindne uaunaaagsias finnsdiuiie
yuu Teedinsdadan aunsavinlaviainuaiais 38n1saau ns
fuamal RTAUNNNKNANYU WEDA1AE RA1TN NNAINTIUTLENLZA
$30 wnTiuNINende azdadan Tadnxn aseAuEaINT NNntiy
Taalvinuvvdagay natvual iaswuu TUwWsa B3aal1zhn

W@anavlae ase tWalWladiinase audnaniw uasinueafsssy
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Activity 10

A game “make a word”

What does a Thai word look like? Work in groups of two or three. The instructor brings
three groups of cards of the Thai alphabet : consonants, vowels and tone marks, placing
them on the desk face down. Each student pulls two cards from each group. Each group
of students will have a total of at least 12 letters. The group tries to make a word and
shows it to the instructor. The first group to be successful wins.

Activity 11

Can you recognize these cognates? Listen as the instructor reads some words and write
the cognates or borrowings you hear. (Twenty words from different areas including
geographical and biographical names). Provide English equivalents.

Activity 12
Map activity. Word recognition. Fluency circle.

Country/Capital. The class forms two circles, one inside the other. Each student is
given a card with the name of a country and its capital written in Thai. When the
instructor says 13 - start, the students show each other their cards. The students forming
the outer circle begin to read the cards of the students of the inner circle, then the students
in the inner circle will read the cards of the students of the outer circle. When the
instructor says 1@ - stop, the outside circle will move clockwise one space, and the
activity will continue with a new partner.
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Activity 13
Look at the blank contours of the continents. Label the continents in Thai.

Activity 14

Listen and recognize

A. A. The instructor will read the names of logos of American, European and
Japanese

1. cars to you relatively fast. Try to associate the
names you think you heard in
English. Note the difference in pronunciation of the Thai and English names

B. B. Listen again and write. Now listen to the instructor slowly read the
previous
list of car makes again. Write them down in the space provided.
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C. Work in pairs. Compare your answers with your partner.
The instructor will circle around the classroom checking for correct spelling.

Activity 15

Shopping on the web.

You are an office manager and you made a list of items you want to purchase. Read your
list and then read the authentic Internet announcement. Compare them. If you find an
item both in our shopping list and in the announcement, put a check next to the item in
the shopping list.

Your shopping list: The store sells the following items:
Stationery Anailne 1Uan9a
Souvenirs

Pens ARNNILAAT AaWLLIT

Software

Music LNAYARIRA LLNu‘ﬁILLEIGlE\nN
Atlases

Poetry fusa uazA3aideauy

Video nilv&asaansag

Activity 16 (Pair Work)

Read and speak. Continuation of Activity 15. Now go through the Announcement again
and find all the cognates. Then make a purchase of two items from the announcement
and read them to your partner. He/she will mark them on his/her copy of the
announcement and read your purchase back to you. Reverse the roles.

Activity 17

Guessing from context. Find the Thai words which are cognates in the announcement.
Then find the Thai words which are not cognates in the announcement and try to guess
their meaning from context. Compare your guesses first with those of your partner and
then with the rest of the class. The person who guesses the largest number of words wins
the title of a Linguistic Whiz.
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Activity 18 (Pair Work)
Guessing meaning from context. Read the job announcement below and provide English
equivalents for the advertised position.

T59uUNAaAaNRILeaTuaNILIT AadInN1ssuRTATUAARLENYIN T UTUA LAY
a1 Gasia‘llil:

HIANTWHUNINTLARAY @ G
TSy & S RIIRYEIN]
LALALFIANISH ®0 SINLLAUY
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Activity 19

If you ever traveled in a foreign city you have no doubt observed that it is often

very difficult to understand the names of the streets when you are riding the subway and
the stations are being announced.

Metro riding simulation game

D

HHDTA (O
FEEDER BUS
HOSPITAL
HOTEL
EHOPPING CERRELERTE )

T] THEATRE / CINEMA RGP
LS @ . g
l £ WAWW. Eroovyimap.coim
: N
213 =

[—— an pt——4

+j]@

L)

-
i @

-

@
aiga1d36 O

. www.bts.co.th

na'ln @

= 2
.Qﬂnj AT N
s1wNI @ o
= ...
o l-

D

UMD ILHIBIA

o Founad

+

@‘I"Iﬂd‘ﬁﬁi’)

i > S T smenainaa s ; £
Yaauuns 2
‘\ @ teniie
”‘\ ) AnBINeN
ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬂ i @ L ErAGTITE]

ATWIHATIND

BTS SKYTRAIN SERVICE HOURS : 06.00 - 24.00 hrs.

' ]
sauyy @ —

D

Step 1. All students come to the middle of the class. They will play the role of the
passengers, while the instructor will play the role of the station announcer.

Step 2. Each student chooses one of the lines (routes) indicated on the map of BTS
Sky Train and his/her destination.

Step 3. The names of the lines (routes) are written on the board by the instructor.

The students come to the board and write their names, point of departure, and their
destinations.
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Step 4. The students pretend that they are riding different trains. The instructor
reads the names of the stations in a random order taking into account the stations the
students chose as their destination, as well as the stations which the students did not
choose. For example, two students choose their destination stations a1fn and a13.
The instructor reads:

genu deay IWRUIR UIUN al@n (a student exits)
NI wan'ln ayased  audh nualn (nobody exits)
fgrwiumAlNg L®UNIU guih 213 (a student exits)

Step 5. When the student hears his/her station he/she exits the train. The game is
over when all the students exit. Those who did not exit when their station name was
called keep riding until they notice that they missed their station.

Winners are those who exited at their destination. Losers are those who missed the
most stations. The game is played several times with different lists of the stations.
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Learning a new script

You can only learn to read and write Thai by regular practice. Ten to fifteen minutes
practice everyday is much more effective than one hour twice a week, and as long as you
stick to daily practice you should find that you make rapid progress. You might, for
example, try some of the following ‘learning strategies’: copy each letter and each word
several times until you can write it quickly and accurately; look at the passages in Thai
script and see how many letters, and how many parts of words you can recognize. Get
into the habit of doodling in Thai so as to improve your handwriting, or making up
sentences with the Thai words you can spell.

Activity 1

Listen to the sounds of the Thai consonants while looking at them and then without
looking at the table of consonants in your textbook, pronounce after the speaker and try to
imitate; read the Description section. Read the letters on your own from top down and
from bottom up.

Activity 2

Listen to the recording of the following pairs of words. Concentrate on the consonant
sounds of each pair (especially the aspirated and unaspirated). Use the alphabet table to
name the letters of each pair correctly.

Activity 3
In your work notebook practice writing letters by hand using the model. Pronounce each
letter out loud while you write.
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In the following table, read the phonetic transcriptions of Thai words in the first column;
write down the initial Thai consonants in the second column; and if the Thai word has a
final consonant, then write the final Thai consonant in the third column. Note: It is
understood that you do not know how to spell Thai words at this stage, but you should be
able to recognize the correct consonant sound.

Phonetic transcription

Initial consonant

Final consonant

/?000/

/000/

/00000/

/0000/

/0000/

/000007

/0000/

/000/

/000?/

/000007

&3
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Activity 5

Write a vowel in the right hand column to match its sound in the left hand column.
Pronounce each sound as you write the script. Repeat this activity until you feel you
know how to pronounce and write each script.

Sound vowel

/
/007
/
/007
/

/0y/
N/

| 00/

[0/
/00/
o/
/u0/
[0/
/00/
/8]
/00/
[0/

Sound vowel

/00/

/00?/
[0y/
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/00?/

[0/

/00?/

/00/

/00/

/00/

| /o0/

Activity 7

Module 1 Lesson 1

Listen to the recording of the following words. After each pause, write down the vowel

in the space provided.

Vowel

SO XR (B PN =
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Activity 8
Listen to the recording of ten words. You can listen as many times as you need. After
each pause, try to write down the words in Thai in the space provided.

Word Word

N B[ W[ —
~RIESIRT

Activity 9
This activity will help you remember how vowels change in words with final consonants.

Listen to the recording and write the words you hear.
1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

6. 7. 8. 9. 10.

Activity 10
Try to write the first and last names of your classmates in Thai. Try to write your name
and your instructor’s name.

Activity 11
Listen to the recording of geographic areas spoken in Thai and try to write the words in
English in the spaces below.
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Activity 12
Listen to the recording of the names of famous people spoken in Thai and try to write the
names in English.

Activity 13
Tone Exercises: High Class Consonants.

Read through the following words you have already studied in class and work out the
correct tone for yourself. Pronounce the words aloud. Read the words in different
sequences so you do not end up memorizing them. Check for accuracy from the answer
key and the recording.

L& ity fiu i &8l
60 wiiv W S(o¥] 4

a 21U fel "I 188
i) bi[o) hilg alu ]9
w A]A via tiila nae
WHA &u 1N » &9
AP g8 Weu NaN nily
Auel ] 217 ne nay
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Activity 14
Tone exercises Middle Class consonants.

Read through the following words you have already studied in class and work out the
correct tone for yourself. Pronounce the words aloud. Read the words in different
sequences so you do not end up memorizing them. Check for accuracy from the answer
key and the recording.

aeinv RRl viu a[o flu
e Auq W19 13 wiau
wan A9 A a7y 0
chldl 1]n uas nsgilav Ay
Wy aen fiu d9u 1

Au 136 jifo Lo aas
1 N 2au alu 6
VA wldeu Vi aan LAin
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Activity 15
Tone exercises High and Middle Class consonants.

Read through the following words you have already studied in class and work out the
correct tone for yourself. Pronounce the words aloud. Read the words in different
sequences so you do not end up memorizing them. Check for accuracy from the answer
key and the recording.

A& & ERVEN) 1h wil
UMY wria U6 fouen AP
Anw &9 A fion nily
s{ok] A1y Uy v 1sné
WNUGY UfLE B5 LA &
6T &N N Bl ERIE

v U 7l andel Al

&Y d9u A&ns viay fio
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Activity 16
Tone exercises Low Class consonants.

Read through the following words and work out the pronunciation for yourself. Check
for accuracy from the answer key and the recording.

AY A3 20 U ey
fau 19 eall Vi \5a
53¢ m W i Wu
Vi Wy W W R
u i aa 1 liey 589
TNILa Wiag a9 a6 19
IEH Ju el 1380 L&an
TN Wia 39 il fin
U o and VRPN 9

Activity 17
Practicing consonant clusters.
Listen to the recording and write what you hear.
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Activity 18
For each word below fill in the missing vowel to match the spoken word from the
recording.

AL AU AL
oo o) An
WH WH Wy
u U\ Uau
2 n A9

Activity 19
Try to work out where one word ends and the next begins in the sentences below:

1. auNaunsau
2. ENURNUN
3. w&sauu
4. w9aue

5. enasAgy

Activity 20
How would you dial these Bangkok telephone numbers?

a) bmo-d@eo
b) dIo-ndw
c) bo&-ncEe
d) Ymn-beacd&

e) ne-wYEIS
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	ขวาน  ax
	ผลิ  to bud
	พระ ? monk
	ขลาด  cowardly
	ขรุขระ ?? bumpy (e.g. a street)
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	มรสุม  season of wind and storm
	มรกต  emerald
	บริเวณ  neighborhood
	บริษัท  company
	บริบูรณ์  plentiful, complete
	สบาย  to be comfortable
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	พลเมือง // population
	Here the รร takes the place of the vowel -ั , but the final ร also acts as the initial consonant of the second syllable followed by an inherent //.
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	B:
	ผู้ใหญ่มากับทุ่งหมาเมิน
	เมืองไทย”
	Identify the Alphabet Thai SOLT I
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	C:
	ผู้ใหญ่มากับทุ่งหมาเมิน
	“ตลาดหลักทรัพย์ “อะไรกัน... ดัชนี “มีนักลงทุน
	รายงานว่า มีสัญญาณ กระดิกอยู่แถว หน้าใหม่ๆเข้า
	ส่อว่าตลาดหุ้น ๓๐๐ มาเป็นปีๆนี่ มาสู่ตลาดหุ้น
	อยู่ในภาวะกำลัง นะ เอาอะไรมา เช่นคนใช้
	โงหัวขึ้นอีกครั้ง” วัดว่ากำลังจะดีขึ้น?” คนขับรถ และ
	คนเฝ้ายาม”
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	English used in Thai

	Example: Cartoon > การ์ตูน ‘r’ as final consonant of the first syllable in
	the English word “cartoon” which is not pronounced in Thai, so the silent mark is posted above the letter ‘ร’
	Daily News > เดลินิวส์ ‘s’ as final consonant of the English word “News” which is not pronounced in Thai, so the silent mark is posted above the letter ‘ส’
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	Exercise 33
	Write the English words for the following borrowings written in Thai:
	
	Thai
	English
	คอมพิวเตอร์
	ฟาร์ม
	แฮมเบอร์เกอร์
	วอชิงตัน
	เกมส์
	โอลิมปิค
	แสตมป์
	เทป
	ซีดี
	โน้ต
	โซนี่
	ไดโนเสาร์
	เลนส์
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	Exercise 34
	Below is a news excerpt from a Thai newspaper. All the foreign names in the text are printed in bold. Copy the names down and write them in English in the space provided. The first line has been completed as an example.
	
	เมื่อ ๑๙ ก.ย. ทหารรัฐบาลฟิลิปปินส์กว่า ๔,๐๐๐ คน ยังเดินหน้าถล่ม กบฏ อาบู ไซยาฟ
	
	บนเกาะโจโลทางภาคใต้ ทั้งทางภาคพื้นดิน และอากาศอย่างหนักเป็นวันที่ ๔ คนสนิทของ
	ประธานาธิบดีโจเซฟ เอสตราดา เผยว่า ทหารเห็นนายเจฟฟรี ชิลลิง ตัวประกันชาวอเมริกัน
	ยังมีชีวิตอยู่ ส่วนนายริคาร์โด ปูโน โฆษกของเอสตราดาเผยว่า ทหารเห็นตัวประกันคนอื่นๆ
	บางส่วนในทั้งหมด ๒๒ คน ซึ่งรวมทั้งชาวฝรั่งเศส ๒ คน ชาวมาเลเซีย ๓ คน ยังมีชีวิตอยู่เช่นกัน
	และเชื่อว่า ตัวประกันยังไม่ตาย เพราะยังไม่พบศพ
	Thai
	English
	ฟิลิปปินส์
	Philippines
	อาบู ไซยาฟ
	โจโล
	โจเซฟ เอสตราดา
	เจฟฟรี ชิลลิง
	อเมริกัน
	ริคาร์โด ปูโน
	ฝรั่งเศส
	มาเลเซีย
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	Grammar Notes Module 1 Lesson 1
	Noun + Possessive:   
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	Activity 1
	The instructor will show a chart of the Thai consonants in alphabetical order, then call on individuals randomly to read them aloud. As they are read, repeat them to yourself.
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	Activity 18 (Pair Work)
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	Metro riding simulation game
	Sound and Script Thai SOLT I
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	Homework Module 1 Lesson 1

	In the following table, read the phonetic transcriptions of Thai words in the first column; write down the initial Thai consonants in the second column; and if the Thai word has a final consonant, then write the final Thai consonant in the third column. Note: It is understood that you do not know how to spell Thai words at this stage, but you should be able to recognize the correct consonant sound.
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	Listen to the recording of the following words. After each pause, write down the vowel in the space provided.
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	Listen to the recording of ten words. You can listen as many times as you need. After each pause, try to write down the words in Thai in the space provided.
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